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CHRISTMAS.
{NHIS is Christmas Day, and onco more wo find our-
solves In tho midst of tho fostivo season. Tho la-

vours and troubles, joys and sorrows, of anothor year
aro nearly gono, and the step is lightor and the heart
gayer, 28 we agaln wolcomo Old Cbristmas, with its
swoct and sad recollections. Joanolent times, Christ-
1048 was welcomed in with tho chiming ot bells and
thomost Joyousscenes of yaloty and mirth. Thuseang
old Horrick during those jolly ol timos:—

** Comd, briag with a noise

Thng’bg‘ﬁ:mg? 10‘31'0' burning.

Whilo my good dame sho
Bids yeall be free,
And drink to your hearts® deslring.”

Thoso good old days aro past and gone and although
tho lord and the pessant of past ages are almost for-
gotton amidst tho elvilization ot the winotoenth cen-
tury, stiil Clhiristmmas does nat coaso to bo wolcomed as
the commencement of the festive season, ‘Tis truo,
we do not indulge in tho oxtravagant hospitality, or
the rudo and rouzh modos of opjoyment peculiar to
tho past, but still the esason is anxiously looked for-
ward to as ono of happiuess and galety, and for the
time being, at least, business and its cares are lost
sight of amid tho general festivity to be met with on
ovory hand.

The feelings of joyousness which pervade the com-
munity at Christmas are, however, no* unmixed with
sadness. Who can look back upon the time which
has passed since the last 25th of December, and not
feal what wondertul changes these fe'v short months
have effected? How many ot the youngest, the best,
the most beloved amongst us, have since then gone to—

+ That bourne whenco no traveller returns.”

How many familles have been robbed of their
cholcest flowers since they last met ar¢ ‘nd tho glow-
ing firesido, or took thelr placesat the paternatboard,
groaning under its losd of luxuries? Alas! the
changes which ever-flacting Time has effected, are too
painfol to dwell upons we pass them by, for it is folly
to repine at any time, much more the present. Rather
1ot us look on the sunny sido of the picture, and en-
deavour to catch something of the joyousspirit of the
seas0n.

Eliza Cook, the charming English Poetess, ha; thus
beautifully exprossed the Christmas gatherings and
soctal merry-makings of this period of the year: —~

“ This is the time when the gay old man
Leapsa back to the dag: of youth;

YWhen brows and eyes bear no disguize,
But flush and gleam with trutb.

Q! this is the time when the soul exults,
Aud seem- right heaven-ward turning;
TWhen we love and bless the hand we ;)ress,

While the Christmas log is burning.””

‘Theso beaatiful lines can be appreciated by all
classes. The pooras well as the rich enjoy Christmas,
and there arc but few—even among the stald men of
cummorco— s hu capnot emphatically call ita * happy
time,”” 71hs year fast drawing to o close has been &
prosperons one. Mspy of the readers of the Revipw
have been successful—many of all classes of the com-
munity are now surrounded swith means of enjoyment
not previously within their reach, and we havo no
doubt that to-day the fires burn as dbrightly on mapy
2 hearth-stone, and the tables groan with as muchb
« good cheer,' as they have ever done at any former
‘period of our country’s history.

We concludo by rominding our readers that no
‘belter expresaion could be given of thelr gratitude
for the year’s blessiogs than {n remembering the poor,
and by wishing them, one and 2l), the compliments of
the sesson. A MerrY CuRISTMAS AND A Harey
NEW YEAR,

OUR WASTYE LAXNDS.

EST of the enterprising town of Chqtham, In the
Western part of Oitarlo, are a serics of exton-
tensive marches. The river Thames and Baptisto Crook
rons throogh them, and they comprise many thou-
sands of zcres of land.  Up uill quits recenuy, the
Jocality hes been & favourite resort of sportsmen dur-
{og the 1all of- the yeat, wild fowl being found thero
1n the greatost abundsnce. The uireat Western Rall
way passes through theso flats, and for mllés tho
traveller can sce little bat tall reeds aud wild rice.
Tho intensd heat of tho past summor bad a great of-
fect upon tho marshes, almost complotely drying them
up. From personsl observation wo are able to airm
thata porson ceuld walk across them last month, by

the exercizs of K little care, witkout wofting bis foei, | sosson. Before thie cold weather camp on,

two or three years ago it would havo befh imporiblo
to go one handred yards without getting into a foot
or two of water and mud. Tho bellef in the locality
13, that 1hie marshes aro drying up, and as tho eoll is
of the very richost dgsoription, several projects have
at very difforent times Been mooted, to drain them and
reclaim tho land. Itwould seom thiat the attertion of
the Ontario Goverumont has boen called fo this do-
sirablo improvement, asd a dhort time previous to tho
opening of Parliament they sént up angincors to ex-
amine tho locality aad report whether the project was
a practical one or not, It {8 understood the report
was favourable and wo obsorve in tho cstimates re-
contly submitted by Alr, Treasarer Wobd, there Is an
itoma of $15.000 under tho head of drainage. This
amount will no doubt bo.used’ in paying for prelimi.
pary expenscs, but it is belioved that Parltament will
bo asked for a suflicient sum next sosston to dralu tho
entire rogion around Baptiste Croek. Mr Wood, in
b!s cxplanations, said there wero also marshes in
Bruce, Perth, and othor copntios, which the Govern-
ment officials would exnmine and eeo if the land could
bo reclaimed. Afuch of the land referrod to will bo
worth $16 or $2) per acro, {f this experiment succeods,
and it i3 contemplated to call upon the owoers to pay a
small tax for the improvement, which they wil doubt-
less be glad to do, for their at present worthless lands
willimmedistely becomp valuable and saleablo. There
can be little doubt tlat, if the Baptisto Creek marshes
can bo thoroughly drained, the necessary expendituro
#ill be woll-spent money. But wo are gitd to notico
this important step on the part of ths Ontario Govera-
ment, on another account, and that .3 this. it will call
public attention in a pojuted manuer to tho largo
tracts of wasto land in many of the old settled coun-
tles, and to tho great advantages which would arise
from the ¢ mmencement of a thorough system of
dralnage $u all sections of the Province. Therd aro
flats and marches fo almost every municipality which
it wounld pay to drain. And if tho Local Government
makes an experiment successfully on a large scale, it
will induce municipalities, and in many cases private
individuals, to follow the example sot them. Notwith-
standing the progress maade by Ontario during the
past ten years, and the large quantity of agricultural
produce she anaually Frows, whon her waite and
broken lands como to be utilised, her aunual produc-
tion will probably be doubled Any mova by the Gov-
ernmont, therefore, which directs capital and labour
in this directivo, is a laudablo one, and will do good
not only in reclaiming the, particular picce of land
first selected as a test, but.by encouraging tho poople
generzally to go and do Mkewise,

BRIGHTEXRLING UP!

DVICLES received by us-from Ontario, Inform us
that thoy have now had good sleighing for
nearly threo weoks. ‘' The winter has sot i somggsbat
earlfer than asual, and the weatber has beon quite
cold for the season. We are glad: to'Jearn that: busi-
ness has brightcned considerably, which is only
natural considering the great improvement which the
snow makes for travelling. The transition perjod be-
tween the fall and tho winter iy always marked by
bad roads, during which time trede fs apt t6 become
stagnant, tho morry jingle of tho sleighsbells has
often 8 magical effeol 8pon trade, and this stimulating
inflcence is now buing felt all over tho country. A
great deal of produce which has been locked up in
the farmer’s granarics since Aogust, 1s beginning to
‘movo to msrket. This isnotthe case simply in those
sections whero the roeds are poor, and tho fatmors
scldom disposs of anything:till thoy.can uso the
sloigh, in msny of the long-setticd Towuships-the
farmera have beon manifestly holding up their whest
in asticipation of higher prices, but are now being
tempted by.the good roads, and posably by the need
of money, to bjlog it in for sale. Pork is befng
offered quits freely  Paices are good, and wo inclno
to tho oplnfon, from what oar correspondents edy,
1bat Oritaro Nas an sabundsnt * crop ** of bogs this
sexson. The quality, too, shows improvement, fur
which there was andoubtedly very cunsiderablo
room. As Christmas approzched, the grocers and
all others who supply  good cheer™ for the Holt-
eays, werd eginning to increaso thelr sales. Thegp

circumstances bear 0at what we predicted a fow weeks i

g0, that thero I an active winter's Lusiness bofurs
tho country. Tho farmers are particniarly well

plézsed that tho growing waeat hss been so well
ouvered and proteoted from thoe frust 80 early la the
there was

o fine show of fall wheat, the fall weather hasiog
been of a favourpblo chisracter. Fortunately 1he
tnow came on carly to protect it from fnjury, aund
thus increases the chances of a plentitul erop 1y
year

EXPORTATIOR OF SILVER,

HE eflort. which Mr. W. Weir, broker, of this ciny
1 ts making to carry out his pian-for tho exporta.
tion of 80 much--two million doljata—of thosurpiue
eilver fu tho country as shall very. materlally reduce the
current discount on tho remainder, bids fatr to bo suc.
cessful; but ko lias not recelved such actuse suppurs as
yot from those most interested a8 to givo him the gua.
ranteo against loss fo his operations which ho mue
have to socure him  We publish clsowbere a letter
from lhim in catachetical form, io which ho apswere
questions regarding his plans and objections wiieh
have been raized, ta what appeara to bo o plain, tni.
Mgible way. Laokiog at AMr. Weir's schemo from the
polnt of view of thoso who euffer loss from the Jd«
count they huveto pay on silver, wo 8co no posable
objection ta it, nor can we eeo how It can fall, it a"
aro willing to bear o sma’l gpparent immediate ! s
which they at once save on all the silver which they
requiro to sell, by reduction o discouat.

Tho tenth of Jauuary rext 3 tho day fixed by M:
Weir for beginning his shipments of silver, and &
that day i3 now &o clogo at hand, it will hbo neceseary
for all thoso willing to ald kim in thls matler, to )
no time in making the neceseaary contracts with I
Wa know cnough of hum and of his plans to say, with
out any reservation, that if he gots the required rup
port, he will fulfll his share of tho agreement and
carry tho matter to & successful fssue. Silver Is now
4§ per cont discount here, and abundant; & Mr Wur
prodicfed it would bein a ciroular issued last Septem
ber. Hosays in this— * 1t is the opinion of many well
** informed partics (an op.tion in which I fully cun
** cide) that the removal of tte above amount of w,
* ver from the country, woula leavo very little mor.
** than would be required for small change, reducing

‘ the discount permanently to bogzveen one and ta.,
¢ per ceut., and causing-tho volumo of business to te
‘* transacted in gold and baunk notes.  In the absence
** of & further exportation of silver coin, we cann.t g,
*¢ ticipate any such results 1t i3 trug the prohibitury
¢ duty, and tho shipments of last spring, will tcll 1y
“‘ vourably on tho price during tho continuanco of the
* fall-trado, but tho shipraents wero not of sufileiu
 magnitude to relleve the country during the duli
“ season, and unless the present movement suceedd,
“the country mest submit to the usual dizcount of
* from four and one-kalf to fivo per cent. during ihy
““coming winfer.” :

1f Mr. Weir is enabled to ship $69,000 per weck, e
shall soon &co the discount duwn oo pET cent. of ¢wen
more, below the present rate, and that, too, pcrma.
nently.

Wo.wouid, in thiy, cynnection, beg teave to gnggesi
to Mr. Weir, as be appears to be somewhat phutaa-
turvpically disposed at preeent, to take svme blyps (v
abato the * copper’” nuisance,

Tho money of account of this oountry s, by lasw, ao
cimal. yet we {ind, as was io have been-anticipa o4
that tle less enlightened portion of our people aunere
| practically to the oid currency of pouuds, shitings and
pence.  Wo canoot sugge st any way to overcome tns
disinclination to adopt tho better and logal curreney
ot duiiars and cents than by cAUDE 10 &1L 1o M-
farlous pennpy and half-ponny tokens, or eleg makieg
them, of the samo current valuc as the Canadian it
calling the penny two cents, and the haif-penng one
cent, As things ere at prescnt, the poor man who re-
ceives 2 portion of bis wages in cents is unable to o
tain for them thelr full value. Five conts are 1egauy
cquivalent to threo pance, but practically, the wa-
) Jority of reiailors derand suz of our cent preces to §ay
fut fice cents worth of anyining. Even the Ity tee
eenger Railway Company of thits city requires the poor
man who may bo ignorant of his rights 1o ttus regara
to.pay s fare of fo with six cents: Now tuis is pay-
1ng a discount ot 20 per cent., anq although on smay
amounts, 110 1083 13 & real aud not ’a apparent ons
and ss frequonuy to those of small means R VOIy ecn-
ous affair,

Wo suppose our Government wifl not undertake to
tresy the quesiion o1 the meiating currency of the vo-
minon in a comprehensivo and final manner. unty
{ some deciston has been arrived at between the priocr-
§ PR Eurupean powers ontie subject of & aniverss cur

rency, but they might casiiy follow our suggesiiop,




