
The Parable of the Tralents

in the affaire utthe kingdom. Botb the fiee- ce

talent and the two-taieot inu, by sbrewd ni

and caret ul trading, doubied the muney given B

tirent. '[bey sere equaUly faitbful, and, dl

according tu their ,iifferent oipportunities, L

equsily successfOl. Reccieid ose; s large n

amouit, as Godes gite, eeu tu tihe puore8t t

and weakest, are very great. A loirs jorrease a

ceas looked for froin him than froin ejîher ut f

tire oticcre, but equal faithflns. Diggedý

hid, rney ; a commun practice, sehere there t

ceere few places of sate dep'Orit. (Sec ch. 13:

44.) 'lire une-talent inu a reaiiy dis-

honest, wichuiding froin hie measter tbre ser-

vice lie maigbt have given.

III. The Reckonîug, 19-80.
V. 19. Alter a long fisse ; su thrat the ser-

vante migbt bie thorougbly tested. Cornet h

und
1 ,sokch a rcckoning (ltev. Ver.). Jesus

jiista again and again ou the tact that He

%ciii returu to judge Ilis servants (sec Luke
19 : 15 ; Johin 5 :22).

Vsa. 20-23 tell tire rewards uft he two faith-

fui servants-tite saine in botb rases, because

they bad shoNn equal fidelity. 'Tho rewsrd

in earb case ceas fourtold : (1) Well dos.

Sureb a word of praise frein s Lord like ours

seul ricbly cumpensate suy toil. (2) Failli-

lul seer a leca thing8. No satisfaction can

surpris ribat ut knoseing tbat we bave dons

soîcîething to advance Christ's kingdom. (3)

Ritder orer ,nany thinqe. iligiier seork, sud

more streccgtb anid wisdoin t do il, are sure

rsîcts ut fidehity. loy of thy Lord. liere

tijis joy crnes to lis as a tiuy rivulet ; in

ijeaven se enter iîîtu it as intu the ses.

vs. 24,25. Nose, tule une-talent in stands

betore lic lord. 1 khew, thee. Su did the

uthees. A1 lard mon (îlev. Ver.); an un-

reacuonabie masu, usîug bis poweer tu ext ort

more tissu bis lasetul riglits. Rcaping where

lh",i hast nol sous, ; unjustiy Seiilg for hum-

edif thse fruits ut otîcer mieus labors. Gaîher-

ng. rupt strawced (scattered). T[ho retereicce

i's tu the tlu'eshing-fluor, sehere the threebed

grain was tossed about (" srattered") by the

seinnoseing fan to separete tice chaft. TIhe

in represeute bic4 Lord as like one seho

.lhuuld rompe
1 uis servant tu do tis work

sud Ilion take ail tbe grain for bimself. it

ia true, as Ibis parable shows, that God re-

quire. faithful service ; but He la tnt un-

- t

t I

asonable. 1 wua afraid; of losing the
,oney and go provOking hie lord tri anger.

ut it is better to fail wheli obeying, than to

isobey hecausie of au unrighteous fear.

o, thou hast ihine own (Rev. Ver.). We do
ot give to God Hie osen unlest we bring ail

bat nur abilities can produce. For these

bilities are Hie gift, and He bas a right to tire
trait of their exorcise.

Va. 26, 27. WVicked and 8lothlut. This ie

he root of the trouble. The slave realiy

claimed that his sc,,iun seas almost hie lord's

anîit--so bard seas hie. But the slave seas
indolent. Slothfulness, in Christ's view, ie

e'icked ; powers are given tube used. Work

.5 a Christian virtue. Thou kneweei, etc.

Even badl the lord beien ail hie said, that ahould

have heen a reasun for working the more dili-

gently aud fitfullY su as to escape bis dis-
Pissurs. Money to the bunkersi (11ev. Ver.).-
(pev. Ver.). oue ut the hat authenticated

sayinge ut issus outeide ut the scriptures je,

- Become approved bankere," that Le, Invest

your talents in the way that God would sp-

prove. Mine es.n wüih sesurY (Rev. Ver.,

" interest "). UeurY n0W means an exor-
bitent rate ut intereet ;but formnerly "ýu&ury"

and 'intereet" hail the saine meaning. it je

perfectiy fair for a in to, ask a reesounable

return for the use ut bis muuney.
Vs. 28-30. Therelore, etc. Ho has proved

hie incapscity for such s trust as even une

talent. Gire iü unuo hin, etc.; seho bas

proved hie character and ahility tu use wbat

i. entrusted to, hium. V. 29 je a favorite ssying
ut jesue, (compare ch. 13 : 12). Thbe use ut

privilege increases privilege. Note that there

je nu excuse for the in because hie had but

littie. Tfho point of the parable i. that the
emalleet trust mnuet hoe faithfuliy fulfiiled.
Unlprofttable ; s in uselese tu Gud-the
wuret possible judgment. (leter darkneiss;
tirat je, deepeirt darkiiess envelupiflg a ascf

of irremnediable surruw aud remoree.

Light fromn the Euat
ExcetÂNout-The money-changei' ut the

old wurld seere also the hankere ut that titre.
'1,hey received muney on deposit sud paid a
fixed rate ut intereat on it. Tbey also, ioaned

it out et higher rates sud uegotiat0d drafts
o. their oorrnpoud6ntà rebroad. Int0rest


