
The Book of Provubt

iuvolvea much unecesry repetilion and v
much omiaaion. Il presents tbe Bible as ad
Perlesaofdetacbedtfragonelita, ndon, not ouly
makee the teactîer'a task more difficuît, but
prevents the scholar trom, graping the great
uîîity ut thîe Book. Not only in the cou- t
tîuuity ot inlereot destroyed, but there la nu
prugresai in tbe scbolar's knowlcdgetrom the
simpler to the mnoredifficult ut the tuacliinga
ufttle ocripturce. Couaequently, tbe ecbolar p
dues îîot look torward ta a bigher grade ut
Biblical atudy, snd ilioretore Icavea scbuol
earl v.

Tiie graded leaaun plan attempta ta pro-
aent the wbolu Bible lut a aurns ut lessous
graded tu suit thie growing intelligenice i tlie
eliild as lie pasaea ta niaturity. It ln the only
svstem tlatis practicable both in thegraded
and ungradcd public aclîools, aud thuretore
slîould bu practicablu lu the Sunday School.
The

UIFFICULTIifl [N TIUE WAY

ut its introduction are largely due ta tbe de-

virens aud ructiods tbal bave becu adopted

to maku the ungraded 'lessona practicable.

Tiiere acuma 0bu nu iulierent or ineuparable

difficulhy. But bucauseofthe difficulties due

tu cîiatuîn and prisent organisation, tîje in-

troduction ut grudcd lesonamustbegm'dual.

Each orlîuol etiould he troe u hoollow the

course beat auited tu its capacities.
Dalhusie University, Hlalifax, N.B.
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THE BOOK 0F PROVERBS
Ry Rer. Prof John E. Mclad yen,BA(Oo.

Tbe Bok ouaroverba ta une ortema
iiitereoting and least tamiliar bok@ uitheb
Bible : aud yul it la otraugu, tbat Il, abould bu
su untamiliar, fur no Biblical book bastuewer
Jewisli marks upun it . The uxperlence upon
wlîicb it resta and the wladuîu wbicli it lu-
culcates are au experience and wiadom. not
distinchivcly Juwiab or uvun Oriental: tbey
are as broad as bumanity. Tiiereilanu roter-
ence, toc uxaruplu, ta the rites and cere-
munies ut the Jewiah religion, nor ta tbe
Kingduîn ut God, nor ta tbu taith lu a Mes-
aiah : tbu spirit ut the book la that ut a brusd
and rellcrona bumnuily. As the Book ut
Psalma galbera up many centuries ut Iosel's
prayersand praisea, so theflook o&Proverbe

mi

aprenants six or savon centuries, of the wls-
lrn ut Isael. Part ofthebookil smold -
blomon, aud part ot il puy bo aslatin no the
bird or tourth century butoru Christ.
Roughly speaking, it nîay be divided into

bre parts:
(A) Che. 1 te 9 -A section which it would

In hardly propur to designate as "proverbe,"
aut wljieb la rallier a connected pince iu
miansofu wialom, a wiedom wbicb. we may

lefine sa the art of lite, and which Oinde io
ultimate source ln the honora of God.

(B> Clio. 10: :1 to 22: 16-A collection of the
proverbe ci - Solonioou" flot marked by any
'cr7 close coberence. The diaconuected
nature of this group-Lomne proverbe ar e veu
repeated, at least in, ditturent forma, twice--
makes it somewhat bard te study profitably,
sud a very usetul exermine ia to gather ta-
getiier the varions proverbe that deal wlth
thesametheme. Aarulu,eacli-'ermeinthias
gcoop consiste oft wu contrastedl thougbts.
For exemple:

A wise son maketh a glad tatier .
But a toolieli son ia the lienvinea (t bis

motiier, clh. 10: 1.

Tbilarge group la sopplumeuled by two
sinaller onea (ch. 22: 17 to 24 : 22 and24: 23-
84) whicb do not dlaim to bo by Solomon,
but wbich are lcuowu as the worda ot " the
wiseu'-retcrring apparuntly ta a echool or
at leusi a clas kuowu as 'lthe wise men."

(C) The third Important section couaiste ot
another group ot " Solomou'a " proverbe
(clia. 25 to 29) sud to thtu there are tbree
suppluinents, (a) tlie words ot Agur (cb. 30)
consisfting of riddleaand nuurical proverbe,
(b) wordsaddreasedtoLemuel (eh. 31 : 1-9),
sud (c) a beautitul aection in pralse oftheb

true womau (cli. 31: 10-31). In the luat
large group (ch@. 25 ta 29) thîe two clause ot
tbe verao usually take the torma ot a cmr-
parison. For exemiple,

"As cloodas and ind wltbout mein,
Bu la hetbat boetethbhirnscltutbhioite

talsely," cb. 25: 14 (Rev. Ver.).

Bo much for the structure ut the book. A
word about ils contente. Its themne la wia-

dom, nul tbeoretical, but practlcal- -wiadouî
for the practical guidance ut ]lie, Iu swift

aud cutting epigrim IL laye bareitheesecret of


