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THE TRADER.

well ask tho sun to consent to riso in the
wost aud sct in tho enst us to expeot that
thoy oan by any comhination offect uny
radical chiango in its workings,

1t is trne that in some caues such
combinations tomporarily effect their
purpose, nnd for a time it seoms as if
thoy had trivinphed, but with tho pressure
of hard times comes a searcity of work
and a conscquent lowering of wages back
to tho former low water mark. This
constant chnngo of value in labor is ne
cerlain as the ebb and flow of the occenn
sides, aud as we hnve said before, any
attempt to permanently chango the effect
of this natural law would be attended
with failuro in cither case.

Therg is nothing nntagonistie between
capital and Iabor, if their duties und
rights were properly understood. They
are naturally dependent the one upon
tho other, and unless thoy wall band in
hand neither of them can expect to be
properly remunerated.

The striking wor. men declare that
they arc bound to refrnin from work
until they can got the price they ask forit;
this 18 all right enough as long as they do
not mterfere with those who are willng
to work and take tho rato that 18 offering.
The strkers, wlnle desirous of getting
tho lughest price for what they have to
sell, very illogically refuse to allow tho
“Boeses’ to purchase the labor thoy re-
quire in tho lowest market they can find,
Hore 18 the weak pomt of theso strikes,
and here 1t 18 that they fml 1n effecting
auy permanent good.

Wo thnuk that the employers of To-
ronto have done a wise thing in *taking
the bull by the horns” and declaring
that they will only treat with theiv em-
ployces mdividually and not as . body.
Tha wenkest point of theso Unions is
that they demand that their members
shall all be paid the same wages, good,
bad and indifferent, it makes no matter,
the pay wmust bo alike.

If the Unions would grade their mem-
bers according to their ability as work.
men, the evil would bo moro than half
rewedicd, but this they refuse to do, aund
as a consequence the first-class workmen
that can almost at any time and under
any circumstances command the very
highest rate of wages going, are com-
pelled to drag their less skillfal but more
demonstrativo companions up tha steep
iucline of necessity.

There are many other points of this
satject upon which we could touch did

spage permit, but we will only close
with tho hopo that oro long the workmen
of this country will seo that capital is
neithor necessarily oppressive nor anta-
gonistic tolabor, but that the rights of
cach being properly understcod and en.
foroed, tho result will bo a more skillful
and higher paid olass of mechunics and a
bettor fzoling botwaeen the employer snd
employed.

THE JEWELRY TRADE AND
THE N. P.

1t is perfectly wonderful how differently
trade questions appear when viewed
through political spectacles. I'rom a
Conservative standpoint the fiscal polioy
of the present Government is all that
could be desired to make the country
prosperous and bappy, wbhile the Reform
view of the snme question seoms to be
that it is o most unjustifiable interf-rence
with the liberties of the people, and that
on account of ita oppressive tendencies
the country is going headlong to the
dogs.

Both of thesoe views are no doubt high-
ly colored, according to tho sources from
which they eminate, and every candid
person wust admit, that while both are
correct in some particulars, both are
also wiong in others, apd that the vor-
rect estimate probably lies midway be.
tween the two extremes.

The extreme diversity ot the views
upon this subject reminds us very much
of a landscape we once viewed in & Scot.
tish musenwm, which by meauns of differ-
ent colored paunes of glass, set side by
side, tho observer was enabled to
view in cvery trausition of nature
—spring, summer, autumn and win-
ter. Although the illusion was perfect
the scenery was always the same; it was
only the diffcrence in the color of the
glass looked through which make it ap-
pear different.  So it is with such sub-
jects as this, the facts are always the

sameandit dependsentirsly throughwhich’

party spectecles wo view them, how they
are going to appear to ue. .

In the few sentences we propose to
write upon the present relation of the
jewalry trade and the N. P. we shall, ig-
noring entirely the green and blue gog-
gles of politics, try and view the question
through tho clear crystal of mercantile
oxperience,

First, thep, has the N. P. beuefitted or
injured the jewelry trade of Canada? To

this question, we are sorry to say, we
cannot give the unqualitied nssent that
wo should desire. We are, howover, of
the opinjon that on the whole the present
fiscal pol-cy has been favorable rather
than oth- rwise to it, but that its success
would have been more real could the
Governwent have beon induced to reor-
ganizo it in accordanco with the wishes
of the great bulk of the trade. There is
no dou'.t that to some oxtent the higher
duty en jewelry hes in some small degree

4 added to our manufactures, but’ we do

not thiuk that to the: additional 2% per
cent, duty imposed can bo traced the
whole of the large increase,

Upon tha wholo we rather inclino to
tho opinion that the wmanufacturing
jewelry trade has increased and prosper-
ed in spite of tho tariff mers than in con-
sequence of it.

As wo said beforo the addition of 2}
per ceut, was not & very hoavy protection
to our manufacturing jewelers,and we do
not think that any oue who hesitated to
embark in its mauufacture under the old .
173 per cont, has been induced by this -
limited increase to chango his mind regard.-
ingit. That thisincrense of duty has had
un appreciable effect ou the quantity of
goods smuggled into this country there
can be no doubt, for just in proportion as
it increased the value of regularly imn-
ported goods, it made the incontive to
smuggle all the greater by making the
reward better worth while running the
riskfor. We have always said that if
the Government can possibly colleot this
duty by ’ll means et them lovy it, be-
causge it will help the Canadian Manu- .
facturer without in any way injuring the
importer, but if thay cannot possibly col-
leot thisduty (and there cannot now be '
any doubt upon this point) then they
should prolect the trade by the only
method in their power, viz: by lowering
the duty to a point where smuggliag
would cense to be profitable.

We said before we thought the jewelry
trade had prosperod; not becanse of the
tariff but in spite of it ; the real reasons
forits growth and prosperity, we think,
oconsist in the fact that the good bhar-
vests have largoly increased. the demand
for certain classes of goods that .can be
profitably manufactured here, and equal.
ly important that the long periol of de-
pression in the English jewelry trade had
rendered business .s0 unprofitabls ‘that
numbers of skilted workmen were forced
to emigrate tothis country in seargh of



