
GANRDIRI'4 ELtIJOTRIGALI I~EWS JuIy, £89q

expenise of looking alter tlîîs legisiation, and not alone
central station mien.

The Plre-ideilt:- Bot suggestions, 1 take it, arc tunda-
mientally correct.

Mr. J. J. ýVright: 1 think il our Association .ol
co-Operate withl flîem, I have flot te s..glîtet douht
that they wsould lie willing ta nicet a subscription cover-
inig expcnises.

l'le Preside,ît: 1 have lio doubt that the Association
%would be very glad ta afford la telephione, telegraphi
and street railway companses, informnation whicch they
nîighit olain iii regard te legisiatioti going os., and per-
lhaps in Ihat Way make it nmanîfest that Our action is
benclicial ta tltcm «as %Veill as ta ourselves.

The Piresident put lthe motion, whichi, on a vote hav-
ing lieî taken, wvaç dcclared carricd.

lThe Prcsident- I there any other report or recoin-
mcndation of coîndmitec to lie considercd? (No re-
sponse.) That appears te bc ail the consideration you
seem ta wvant ta give ta reports of carnmittccs. 'hce
ncxt business on the progranmme is the clection of the
standing committes, and we will recciv'c the report ai
the Nomniting Coniilete on tlint. l'le Nonîinat-
ing Conîmiiittee rccommend as the Comiîtee on
Statisticst NMr J A, Kamnierer. Toronto; MNr. A.
A. WVright, Rcnircw and Mr. J. Fi. 1I. Wyse, Brant-
fard, Mr. Kammnerer ta be chairmans of the com-
mittee. Doe% thiç recommendation meet with your ap-
ptava)? (Carried.)

The President t Conmittee on Meter Inspection~
Mr A. A. Dion. Oiaa Mr E. F. Cars', St. Catharines;
bIr. J. J. WVright, Toronto. Mr. Dlion te bc chairnian.
Does this niccî w~ith your appraval? (Carried.)

The President: Conîmiittee on l.egisliationi- Mr. J.
J. WVright, Toronto; Mr. B. F. Reesor, Lindsay.; Mr.
C. B3. 1-lunt, London; Mr John Yile, Guelph; Mr. Il.
R. I.cyden. Hamilton; NIr A 4%. Dion. Oîlawe: iNr.
WV. Il. Conistock, M.P., Ilrockville; Mr. A. L. Bricth-
aupt, Berlin; MIr. WVright ta be cliairnian. Does this
conîmittee meet with yaur approval? (Carried.)

The President. Ill the report ai Uie committee ta
confer with the Pire Undcrwvriters there was a suggestion,
perhaps nat deinitely expressed, that it might be welI
ta continue that committce, not with the hope i doin gvery much witlî Uic Underwriters, but perhaps in the
hiope that municipalities might ardain certain ordin-
nces whici vould bring about the inspection of wiring

by the civic authorities instead ai by the fire under-
writers. Do yau wish ta have that conînittee continued
wvith that abject in view or let it die?

Mr-. J. J. WVright. That refers principally ta the pro-
vince ai Qucbec, 1 undcrstand. 1 don't knowv that 1
should be in a position ta criticize. If that wvas refer-
ring ta Ontario, 1 should certainly abject strcnuously ta
have any power ai that kind put ia the hands of the
-nunicipality, iaking into account the manner in vjhich
municipalities handie those matters as a general
thing.

Mir. Gossler: 1 nîight Say for MIr. Wright's infar-
miation that Mr. Iladrili, Secretary af the Board ai Pire
Underivriters, which I think cavers the Dominion,
staîcd that the Fire Underwritcrs hopcd and expected
that the municipalities througliaut the Dominion %vauld
enact by-Iatvs ta? wauld miake the enforcement af the
Pire Underwriters' rules part ai the building Iawvs, and
he saisi that wvas being dane in the United States; there
wcre over Sixty municipalities there that had included
in the by-laws enforcement ai the Fire LUnderwriters'
rules, and there had been two towns in the Daminion
of Canada, the city af WVinnipeg and the nîunicipality
of Brandon, saj cvidently the fire undervriters werc
starting out with the idea' of raking inspection part ai
the municipal by.lawvs.

NIr J 3 WVrightt Mv11 experience of municipal repre-
'ienîalives i%. thnt îhey are competent ta handie ihings
of titat kind

NIr Wotasev' In the Sttsii the last iew years
the% have had this mialter up hefore the counicils ai the
various cities there, in relation ta the ire icrwritcrs'
n'les and regulations, and thç majoriî', ai thc cities

have taken tlîose rules and placed theni aniong ail their
other building rules and regulations. Not only have
îhey gane that Car, but they lia-je also appointed a mani
who lias ta pass a civil examination cectrically as ans
inspecter of elecîrical work tind apparatus installed
iii those cities. Bc"idcs tuit, tce tinderwvriters theni-
selves have an inspecter or inspclarq, wvho cujver a
certain territary, and l iorc any work is donc electri-
cally in any %vay, ticy have ta apply ta thc various elcctri-
cal inpectars ai the varions citicq iii which Utic %vork is
donc before tc>' go aliead. They must gct a permit
fran i m before they do any work. Aller the permit ks
given they have ta apply ta some af the managers ai
the board af lire uindcrvriters in the variaus localities
and secure a permit fram thern befare tlîey can go any
luriher. ACter that permit is granted thcy go ahead
and do their work, and tîten the inspecter must inspect
it before any current is turncd an. Thcy have made it
a very rigid rule, anîd iii cansequence the wvorkc is being
done lar better than it lias ever been donc belore.
There ha-, been less trouble in Uie Iast five years in
clectrical %viring titan iii ail the years before, and it is
ail throîîgh the municipalities adopting riles and regu-
lations laid down by the board of lire underwriters.

INr. Wyse: 1 think Uic municipalities adopting Iliose
rules and trying ta enforce them would only be an
assistance ta vihat we want at tce presenit time, perfect
wiring.

The Presîdent: In the Province af Ontario it happens
that, one ai aur very oldest mcmnbers lias the niatter of
inspection in charge, and it is undoubtedly Uiraugh hiis
personality that commo:i sense application ai these rules
is given, but cisewhcere the vhîole difficulty %vith the
situation is tiîat there is no centralized anthorily any-
whlere which cans cal] upan and be caiied upon ta sec
titat any given set ai ruIes is carried out, and the sense
of the convention last )ear wvas that the advantage ai
tic operating companies %vas ta have some auîhorizcd
authority who wvould look alter this miatter and sec that
any rules, be îlîcy w'hatcver ihey may, be carried aut.
Now, whether it be b' the nîunicipaiities or board of lire
underivriters, is immaterial. If the municipalities take
the rules of the board oi lire underwvritcrs, and make
theni the law of their municipaiity, then it becomes in-
cumbent upon everyane having ta do witb themn ta
execute the lave. Thereby wve gct a responsible cen-
trallized authority, and, as Mr. XVooisey said, any
corruption or mismanagement is guarded againsi in the
States by the board ai fire undcrwriîers in addition
giving a certificate. Therefore, if there bc any contra-
diction betwecn the action ai a municipal inspector and
the undervvriters' inspecter, it is discoverable at once.
If the corruption extends to the inspectar of the board
ai fire underwritcrs as wvell as ta the inspecter ai the
muîiicipality, then ai course the company or customer
suffers. But îvhen Yeu establisi a certain principle by
iaw, then yau have a lot ai inspectors, that is, you have
the generai public and the lave itschi. Last year it
sccmed ta be aur view that we wanted sometthere in
sorne place samebody autborized ta supervise this thing
inteliigently.

J. J. Wright . 1 think the w~hole Iass Falls on thc lire
undertvritcrs ; they are the proper parties ta sec that
the wvork is donc accarding ta their ideas.

àlr. Gossicr : In regard ta that, the committce tricd
ta explain ta the sub-committee ai the fire underwriters
that thc lire insurance campanies were really the lasers
in the miatter, but they did not seem ta see it in that
light. It secms ta me they arc perfectly wvilling ta
accepi the certificates of the electric iighîing campanies
if thcy will ccrtify ta the mact that the wiring lias been
donc in accordance with the board ai fire undcrwriters'
rules ; but for the lighting conîpanies' and powcr com-
parsies' own protection I think Ihere shotild bic anin
dependent inspection from an outside source. 1 speak
ai that for this reason-whcn it is leit ta the elcctric
lighting campanies or cleciric power conîpanies they
are hiable tu draw on their imagination as ta wvhat coni-
stitutes compliance with the board af lire underwritcrs'
rules. 1 know of several cases wvherc very obje..tien-
able installations have been put in and objectedl ta by
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