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SPONTANBOUS GENERATION | pirsicau Exexcise arscwo L. \cxmmn.m.mm MEANING OF
O PLANTS AND - WORDS,
ANIMALS. A eaurar combination of pbysical with in- —

. An earnest discussion is going on in the
Paris Academy of Seiences in relution to
tho question whether plants ever grow
eoxcept from mecd, and whother aniwals
urce vver creatod oxcept by the process of
being boro from parents ac hatched from
gy, Mr. Pouchett, a professor at
Kouen, aud a sorresnondent of the Acad-
omy, contends that he has obmerved the
génorition of misroscopic plants and ani-
wals, under circiupatancos which preclu-
ded the possibility of their coming from
cither scel, czgs or parents. But the
wirreotnese of his couclusions is denied
an the ground that eggs or secd may have
Mecn floating in the atmosphere, and ma
thus have entered his solutions in whic
the ovganisius which he saw made their
appearance.  We find in the Fresse Sei-
entifiquc des Dexx AMones an’ account of
an expestinent tricd by Mi.Pastear to de-
terinine whether theso germs come from
tho air,

ITe partly filled a number of emall,
hollow glaas with globes putrefiable liguor,
such as albaminous water, yeast, sugar-
watee, to which was added a little white
of egg, milk, urine, &c., and then melting
the mecks of the globes with a blow-pipe,
he drew them out into long slender tubes,
which he sedled hermetioally at the end.
He then boiled: the contonts-of the globes
tb' dbstroy the life of any which
they might contain, after which ke opened
them unader different civsumstances more
or less favorable for collecting the dust
frowm the atmosphere. Some of the slen-
der neoks of the globes were straight so
that the dust from the atmosphere might
?e“ into them freely, while others were

sent in numerous curves to obstruct the
entrance of the dust. Some of the globes
were opeaed by breaking off the cads of
the necks, a portion of thém in the deep
cellars of the my, sud a portion in
the open court where theie was a free
circulation of air. In thode which were
not broken there was no growth of mold
or other plant, and no appearance of ani-
wal life, while in those bivken in the
open air the orgunisms weié ibire nume-
rous tham those opened i the cellar.—
Yrom these experiments M. Pasteur con-
eludos that the living plants and animals
found in putrefiable liquors come from
agge or germs floating in the air, and are
never the product of spontancous genera-
tion.

M. Pouchet, and the other advecates
of the dostrine of spontaneous geperation,
reply that the tence of plants and
snuimals has been produced, under
the requisité conditions, without any an-
eesters.  The weight of opinion in the
aoademy is agaiust the idea of spontane-
ous gonoration. .

ArrruMETICAL  Puzzie—If = four
dogs, with sixteen legs, can sateh twenty-
nin® rabbits, With Ay-seVon logs, ib
forty-folrr minotel, Bow #Gkby degs must,
the sanie Fabbith Kiee: to ! gof wway from,
<ight -dops, with thirty-bvw ligs, in stven-
teen .mioutes and.a half 7 We have sean:

g;x's in the books nextly asseasihle as

ellactual exercise and sujoyment, will eudear
the school-houee to the yorng, as mere iutol-
loctual puarsuits never can that old brown
bilding, with its dilapidated steps, its
marred interior, its stiff ant phin, aud
waastractive walls, broken windows, s
geacral air of original bad taste, aud su.
poralded desolation. Why is it that when
vver you' have returnod to thv hume of
you* boyhuud, yoar foet have so spowlily
sought its threshold as one of thy truest
Meccas of tlo sonl? What throagug mo
movies wero thoso which stirred your heart
w0 its depths, and filled your cyes with
the luxury of toars? Nut merely—if 1
may iafer tho experience of others from
my vwn-—not mercly the memories of bouks
and recitations, and daily iutvilectual tasks,
nor uf teachers aud bellow pupils, asassoclated
with these, though theso, ton, have thids
place, and their inestimable value in year
thoughts, DBut bleudiug inseparably aud
happily with these como the momorios of
school boy sports aud games ; ajain you

Feel the thrill of the daring jump,

And the rush of the breatiiluss swing ;
again you recall the emulvus activity, and
courago of the playgrouul; aysin you foel
yoarself returning from its exercises with:

the fresh glow of bealth- upsn your cheek

and the fresh energy which hearty plhy
tmparts to all the lifo-curreuts in your
brain; snd again you recall, with a
fresh ssutiment of inlerest and kind:iess,
tho.e with whom you have miugled in
those school-buy sports amd enjuynents,
wud wishi yow conNl' mrech them all again,
wherever they niay have wausdored niay
in the devions pathe of human effurt and
experience, could take them once more by
the hand with the old familiar grip, aud
ask them * What cheer?’ aud bid them
“God Speed ™ in the wearisomz, and the
perilous battle of life.

Weo cannot make tho place of school
educttion too dear to she young mind. We

‘cannot connect it with too many of these

sources of & true youthful enjoymont,
which cau be spared from howme. Wo can.
not afford to do withoat the play ground
itself, with its amplest practicable muans
of sport.

POETRY.
Pootry is the breath of beauty, flow-

ing arcund the wnirituat world, us the
winds that wake up the flowers do about

the material. The love of moral beauty,

and the retention of the spirit of youth,
which is impelled in the inl?lgengoe of a
political taste, are evidences of a good dis-
position. in any man, and argus well for
the larzeneds of his mind in other respeots,
For this is the boast-of petry sbove all
other arts ; thit, symipsthiging  with eve-
rything, it jedves 1o dorter of ‘wisdom or
‘kngwledge unrecognised, whish is. & uni.
vorsality that paunos be said or predioted:

of any other science, howcver great.

How many words men have draggrd
downwards with themselves, and made
partakers, more or less, of their own fail !
1 wing originally, an honorable signifi-
cance, they huve yet, with the deteriora-
tion and degeneration of them that used
them, or those about whom they were
used, doteriorated or degenerated too.—
What a multitude of words, originally
hurmiess, have assumed a harniful mean-
ing us their secondary lease; how wany
worthy have acquired an unworthy !—
Thus, * knave” meant onee only no more
than lad (nor does it now, in (erman,
mean more;) a ¢ villain’” was no more
than u peasant ; a8 “ boor™ was only a far-
mer; a “varlet” was but a serving-man;
» **nenial” ono of the many or house-
hold; a * churl” but a strong fellow; a
*“minion” a favorite. Sylvester says,—
¢ Man is God’s dearest minion.” ** 'lzimc-
server’” was used 200 years ago as often:
for one in an honorable as-in-a dishenor-
uble senne, ‘“serving time.” “Conceits”
once had nothing conecited in them; “of-
ficious” had reference to offices of kind-
ness and not of busy medling; * moody”
was that which pertained to s wman's
mood, without any gloom ‘or sullenneis
iwplied. “‘Demure” (des moeurs — of
god manners) conveyed’ no liint, s now,
ot an over-doing of the outward dewmon-
stration of modesty. In “erafty ” and
“cunning’’ thecs was nothing of oreoked
wisdom implied, but only knowledge and
akill ; ¢ grafy” indeed, swill retxins, very
often, its more honorabile nse—a man'y
craft being hin skill, and shen the trade
in whioh be is skilled. And" thiuk you
that the Magdilen could ever have givea
us “ maudlin” in its peesens coutemptu-
ous app ication, if theitears of peniténtisl
weepiug had been held in duo hewor by
the worlde.

FROZEN FISH COMING TO LIFE.

It is well known that spyarsl sapecicn of
fish may Be fYozen quite stiff, eamied!
several miles, and when put ieto pold
water, will revive. Several stifiaial
pouds have been stocked with fish carried
from a distance in a frozen state; apd

et it is statod that the celebrated De.

obn Huauter, having tried several expéri
ments to restore frozen fish, slways failed
to do so. A recent French experimenter
in this line states that he has discovered
the reason of this. HHa nseerts thias the
tingues of fish and fregs may beé frosen
angd the oreaturgs may bo restored w
activity, bus if their Aearts hoeome ice-
chilled, they never can be reavimated,—
Porhaps the hearts of fish gre surreunded
with fat containing s :great amuumst of
glyeerine—a substanpce whigh is net fre-
apu at yuite low tmepetaren. . Somhe of
our Jiving i the northosn seotiwns
of our powntry can easly st this ques
tion; during the present winter; This:is
a topie of no smull intexess tostudonts-of
aatyral hhtort It d8 well known thet
aaute fizh.con ke kept longer than ethets
while fieoson, sad then be revived; the
shove may sooovat. for the pheavmeanon.
~—Scentific American.



