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ONTARIO INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND,

BRANTEFORD.

HAT ismeant by
the term civiliza-
tion ? What isit
that JditTerentiantes
a nabsed  tram an oncivibieed
people, and estihes the one an
asserting tor atself a hgher degre
of levetopment  than another ?
Clas presteon s dhifienit to answer
i eaact dehimtive terms, bat bor
this, 48 i ather matiers, we have
an antallibie ritenion gven us by
the tighest anthonity By thor
trnd v shall know them ™ \What,
then, are the te<sts by wineh to pedge
wltherelative degrees of rovillizabion?
There are mahy involving
evory phase of hoamm omerfelanons
i alb thear political, soctologieal and
vthical aspects. But probabiy the
supreme test would be the degree
to which tite inteliectual and moral
development of the people are pro-
ntoted the character and adequacy
of the provision made {or the help-
less ane! dependent classes, and
espeoally the estent to which those
members of the community who are
depnived of <ome of the normal
tmman senses and capabilitics are
looked after, both as to their physical
comtorts and as to their wientad and
moral trasning.  Judged by thesesure
standaids the Provinee of Ontario
1s entitled to rank among .ivilized
states second to none other in the
world. Not only have we, for those
cndowed with the normal senses
and faculties, schools and colleges
and universities that arcunsurpassed
inquality andinrelative numbers, but
also spendidly equipped institutions
for the deaf and the blind; we have
excellenc hospitals and iniicmarices
for the sick ; comfortable homes for
the indigent aged and orphanages
for the children; asylums for the
mentally discased and deficient, and
reformatories and refuges for the
morally deformed and perverted ; in
bnef, educational and cleemosynary
institutions smited to the require-
ments of every 2ss and type, and
which they mav freely enjoy, not as
a stint of chary, but as a nght of
citizensinp and humanity,

Of these many institutions—
splendid monuments, alt of them, 1o
the enhghtened statesmanship and
wise hberabity of the Ontario Gov.
crament and Legislature—-none are
better knowt, none more cfficiently
fulfilling their noble nmssion than
the Institutions for the blind and the
deaf.  \With the latter, and with the
methods of instruction employed
here, our readers are pretty thorough.
Iy fapmbias , and in this 1ssue we have
pleasure 1n presenting a nuniber of
pictures of the Institution for the
Bund at Brantfard, both beeause of
their intnnsic interest, and because,
vutside the blind themselves, no
dass uf the community should feed
more interested in thom than the
deal, since both are deprived of onc
~though not the sune—scnse,

The Ontario Institution for the
Blind was crected v 5892, s o
handsotie, commodious structuse,

such,

and is cntwely suppotted by the
Province. It 1s beautifully situated
jst west of Brantford, and from its
clevated positzon commanids a fine
vien of the uty, and of the nver
which winds jumong wooded heights
At ats base, while all ats appoint
ments and cquipimcnts are of the
hest  During the past 10 years the
Tustitution has wen presuted over
by Mr A 1T Dymond, whose re aime
has heen marked by steady advance-
ment n methads and a gratitying

conhnty o success inoresalts so
that the lostunton at Hrantiond
enpins a4 aveond  aml o repntatun

st o] fothat of o sinndar ansttn
Hon o the coptinent M Dyownd
has always smooesshly shiven to
keep hisschool inthe van of progress,
and that s alhities and eorvices
are appreciated and recogmzed s
demonstrated by the fact that he
has been clected Preswdent of the
American Association of Liducators
of the Bhnd.  Buw a pnnapal, how.
ever able, can accomplish but httle
lamsclf, and Mz, Dymond las been
fortunate in baving associated with
himi a most efficient staff of officers
and teachers, tu whose unwearnied
cfforts and intelhigent shall ate due
the sansfactory resnhts  attaned.
Since its inception, sgue seven huns
dred young persors have availed
thetselves  <f the privileges it
affords, the recent atteadance rang-
ing from 130 to 140. From this—
as compared with the 270 attending
+he Institntion at Belteville—at may
be inferred that there are fewer
Blind than deaf persons in  the
Province; and it is gratifying to
know that the nomber here and in
other countries seenis (o be decreas.
ing. Deafness is generally con.
genital, or produced from causes
over which parents and physicians
have hittle or no control; and, except
in very rarc instances, it isincurable,
slindness, on the contrary, 1s very
frequently caused by over-straming
of the eye, cxcessive study, poorly-
lighted rooms and other preventable
causcs, and in many cases o o1s
amenable to treatment,  With the
wection of properly constructed
school-buildings, wiib the lagher
developsment of theocubist’s skill, and
with the advancement 1n hygenic
and medical knowledye, a constant
relat’ve domnution o the number
of the bhnd may be confidently
loched for,

Withregardiothe mentalaptitudes
and charactensties of the blind, as
compared with the deuf, or with
hearing and secing people, we ate
not qualificd to speak. The objects
of the two Institutions, however,
and the ultimate purpose held
view in the educational processes
adopled, are sunilar.  Fhey are,
fitst 1o mve the pupals 4 sufficient
knowledge of the English langaage
to enalle than W comuumeate
freely with other feopie, and to
eapress their thouglits intelygentiy
and mtelignbly ; and then to provide
them with such specine instruction
and traamng alony practical hnes as

will enable them to enjoy as many
as possible of the rativnal pleasures
of life, and to earn an honorable and
competent livelihood for themiselyes
and for those who may be dependent
on theme  In the education of both
the blind and the deaf difficultivs ave
enconntered such as the teachess of
aher shiddren know nothieg of L v
the results attaned i these Instith
Liuhs  are .1||pr|wu||;l{('h cipual to
those m the common o hooks | o fact
thiat speahs eloguently ol the patience
aned skl of H tearhors who e
devated themselves to thew wink
The Thned ae e nerally alnotted to
the Tostitaton at anearher age than
the deal. and tor g sofltcient reason
he  latter with  the
torms ainl visnal Charactenstus o
At obgerts wath whiedy they e
A puantend, Bt have absoli? by o
knowledge of leogiege . < that the
first
al language work
the contrary, have, by natoral
processes,  acquired  consideranle
facibity 1n the asc ol language, bt
are comparatively gnosant of the
trrin and appearance of cbjects, thie
knowledge of which must be obtaia.
ed by the scuse of touch; and of
coutse such instruction can be im-
parted and ricaved at an carher
age than is feasible m the much
more severe mental labor nvolved
i attempting to master the wtne.
cactes aml mystertes amnd innuner-
able complications and inconsisten.
cics  which characterize the or-
thography andidiomatic construction
of this very expressive and efficient,
but very illogical language of ours.
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\While the tesults of the education.
al training in both of these Insti-
tutions are cqually snrprising and
satisfactory, and the ulterior pur.
poses simifar, yet it will readily be
perceived that the methods employ-
ol must greatly differ. The deaf
must receive ail their instruction
through the medinm of the cye, and
wlen  communicating  with  the
general public, must do so chielty
w writing,  [he blind, on the other
hand, must depend on the ear alone
for literary form, and on the sense
of touch for their hnowledge of the
physical characteristics of objects,
out they communicate with other
people by the usual method of verbal
speech,  But for all losses nature
grants some compensation, so that,
though the blind and the deaf arc
deprived of one of tneir senses, the
other  scnses become . hnormally
developed, and  thus _apable of
rendening much more scrvice than
the same organs u-ually do for those
who are blessed with all the senses.
FThe cye of the deaf will catch
and recetve chstinet impressions of
motions so swift as to be separately
indistingsuishable  to  most  other
people.  The var of the blind, also,
will deteer sounds and shades of
differences i voices and tones that
few other people could chistingnish,
whale their sense of touch is develop.
cd to a degree that is guite incon-
cervable to other people.  In fact it
15 asserted that very often, when
the finger tips of blind people have
been dissected, a deposit of Heay
brain matter has been found there,
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constituting a sort of nerve centre
independent of the Dbrain itself
f3oth the deaf and the bhind, nicre-
over, must depend on the memory
to a much greater extent than hear.
ing and sceing people do, so that ir
them this very tmportant [aculty
trecomes maore highly developed than
in other people of sinlar mtellectual
status.  The blmd, however, arc
more dependent on the memory than
the deaf  Neatly all thewr nstrac
tion 1 ) the bterary and scientafic
bram hes s mparted  orally  and
mst be retaned  without the
portaat and of visual unpressims,
while therr abily, by the and o
neInory .'l.ll)n(', tu “'Ul'k oul rom
pheated  anthmetical problems s
sunply  marvellous, amd  strikinghy
tinstrates the degree of developracnt
whith the vanous faculties of the
himan twand are capaidle of undder
persstent amd intelhent tramng in
accurdance wath accepted psychn.
logical priaciples.

Trcve o lear wdea ol the speafic
methous  “class instenction eniploy-
ed fur the Whind wounkd be a difficuit
task  To be fully understood aad
appreciated they must be seen.  Of
course such subjects as iustory,
literature, cte,, are taught orally te
a large uatent, and the degree of
proficiency attained s very credit-
alneindeed,  Inteachinggeography,
wooden maps, made m the Institue.
tion, arc isedd.  Lachongisaboutthe
stze ol an ordinary kitchen table, the
outside edge of the map forming the
ontline ¢f the conntry representedd.
Lakes and other bodies of water nre
indicated by sunken spaces pro-
portionate to their size, rivers by
groves, mountaing by brass nails
with pyramidal-shaped heads, and
the names of places by small tacks.
"Theoutline of each separate country
or section of country is cut through
the wood into a scparate block, and
these are all fitted together Yike the
puzzie blocks of which children are
so fond.  The map is laid on a table
and the pupil takes his position at
the south side of o, and by fecling
the onthne he is able o give the
name of the country tepresented,
and the positions of the various
rivers, lahes, cities, cte,, thercin.
If a block be removed and given to
the pupil, the countey or state ot
county represented will be named,
and its chief characteristics describ-
ed. In this way the pupils obtain
a  famiharity with the various
conntrics, and more especially with
this Province, which would put to
shame many pupils m our pubhc
schools. This is no doubt partly
due to the very great superiority of
relief maps sueh as these over the
ordsnary flat surface school maps,
which convey a very inadequate
idea of the contour and physical
features of a countey ; and 1t would
undoubledly be a good thing f all

schools had a full supply of similar
maps.

There are two mcthods of writing
in use for the blind, Pupils are
tatght to writz the ordinary script,
whiclis done by the aid of grooved
cards.  But for transcribing both
fetter-press and music for their own

(Conlinued on Rleventh page.)



