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TWOFOLD FUNCTION or ‘T CHURCHL |

As to the distinguished function, or grand |
characteristic misaon, of 1 Church of Chiist, m
the present evil world, it tmay ut once be replied,
that it is entisely that of 2t befligerent or nutiant
power.  This, i thewy, wmost people are as
ready to admit, 8y, in practice, they ¢
hithierto been so wmuch hubituated  to diseegard
it. The whole world s wma state of sebelhon |
agunst the most Hagh, Clusst haih purchased it
at the inestimable price of s owa precous |
blood. It 1s nuw, therelure, lus iuhicriteace by X
right of purchase ; though not his, s yot, by
actual possesston.  As its Severagn Proprictor
and Lord, He comtussioned lus believing ful.
lowers to go forth iute every land, and by the
sword of the gmnt, and lis own pronused pre
scuce and  blessing, quell the  gebelbon, and
reduce the rebels 1o a sightful subunission and
allegiance to their heavenly Ky,

At the outset, therefure, in every land, ihe
soldicrs of the Cross are thus in the position of an
iavading enemnry. ‘Fher dealmgs are exclusive.
fy with relels or inveterate foes, But, when
numbers of these are prostrated, and their ter-
ritory seized, the mvading anny must nest
divide itself into two.  Once half must go forward,
under the great cotnmission, w prosecution of e
original enterprise.  The other hall must remain
behind, to bring the subjugated prople under the
administration of settled  government and justice, |
—to plant institutions for the cultivation of the |
epirit of fvyalty, aud the contined maintenance
of order and law,—and to furmsh the muniments
and appliances of aggressive warfare  to the
advancing army in the ield.

" This twufold gencric function of the Christian !
Chiurch has been felicitously portrayed by the
celebtated historian of the Reformation. *¢ ‘There !
are” says he, * (wo movewments in the Chureh :
one is effected inwardly, and jts object is its
preservation ; the other 1s eflected outwardly, and
the object aimed atisits propagation.  There is
thus 2 doctrinal Church and a misionary Church
‘These two movenients onght never to be separa-
ted; and when they are disunited, it is hecause
the spicit of man and not the Spirit of God
prevails”  Mighty definitioa this of a true scnp-
tural Church! would thatit were engraven on
the hicarts and on the very forcheads of all her
ntembers! we may shut our eyes against the
light of day ; our sloth, our cowardice, and our
avarice may lead usto wish that the fuct were
otherwise.  But there the fact s1ands, and in the
bluze of seriptural light,~—clcar as the meridian
sun, and inunoveable as the cverlagting hills.
‘This twofold function of inward preservation and
outward propagation, in ovther words, of interual
teaching, discipline, and government, and of exe
ternal aggressive watfare (with the legions of une
reclaimed heathenism, constitutes, by heaven's
decree, the distinguished character and asinbote
of a truc Clivtch of Clirist.  “T'he vigorouy, muine
termapted  exercise of this twofold functiog cone
stitutes its pecaliar and  distinctive missivn in the
world, under the present dispensation.  And the
faithful discharge of this glorions mission, its
Diviae Author and Head las ardained 10 he the !
law or condition a1 once of i1 heing and well-
heing,—a law or condition as immutable as the
foundations of the cternalthrone.—Jr. Duff.

D e ————
THE COVENAXNT.

On the 25th February, 1638, a great crowd
filied the Graylriare Church in Edinburgh, andin
the hurial-ground, 60,000 Presbyterians had as. .
semhled.  Henderson, the minister, fervently in-
voked the Divine blessing on this vast mecting,
and the Earl of London stated the motives which
had brought them togcther.  Johnstone unrolled
the parchmient, on which these Scottish charters
were inscribed, and  *~d them in a clear, calm
voice. When hel “hed, there was a deep
and eolema silcnc ‘w explanaticns were |

THE ECCLESIASTIC

© Spirit of God had formerly excited in the churche

: vefarmed Chiristiang were standing with their
" hands uplificd, and teazs falling from their eyes,

' godly wminisiers,vital Christinnity had been widcly
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demanded and given ; then, again, all was sttl

. as the grave, ‘

Buat the alence was soon broken,  An aged
man of nolle aie was seen advainewsy ; it was the
Fatl of Sutherfand, one of the piost cotisderable
of the Scottieh barony, whose passessions mectulded
all the northern parts of the Batish Blea,  He
eame forwand slowly, and deep emotivn was visge
blean tus venerable featnrez e took up the
s w thoa trembling hund and sigaed the doca-
ment,

A pencral novement pow took p!~ e All
the Presbyteriany wnlin the chareh pressed for-
ward te the Covenaat and subsenbed thewe wamea,
But dus was not enough s a whole uation was ¢
wating , the fmmense parehment  was earried
inta che churel-yand, and spread out on u targe
tomb-stone, 1o recvive on thiz expressive table !
the signature of the churel Scotland had never
beheld a day fikethat, ‘Phe headz of the people
then saud, as Joshua once did, ¢ As for me and
wy house, we will serve tffe Lord.  Aud the i
prople answered and said, God forbid thar we
shonld forsake the Lotd ”—(Jo-h  xaiv. 15,16)
They rushed 10 the tombh which covered the
azhes of one of Caledonia’s sons, and on whieh |
wasspread that chiart ¢ by which the nation, in
sigaing 11, beeame ¢ witnesses against themselves, !
that they chose the Lord to serve hum? ov. 92))
Soue sobhed, some shouted ; some, after their !
names, added Gl death,” and athers cpemng a |
vein, wrote their name with their own Dloode— |
‘There was uo contusion, no unnult,  Afier these
houss of strong cinotion, this insmense muhitude
dispersed quictly, and each one returned to his
hiome in peace.

On the following day, the parchiment, to which
it became necessary to add several more sheets,
was carricd to different pants of the town, that |
the inhabitants of the respective distpicts snsuht
aflix sheir signatures.  Crowds accompaned n
from place to place, shedding wars and implonng
the Divine blessing on these acts. At the same
time & remaskable mprovement took place in the
life aud wmanaers of those who signed. With the
exception of one instance of tnthag importance,
10 injury was anywhere done enther 1o the pre-
lates or their pattizans.

‘The Covenant then began to make the circuit
of Scotland.  John Livingston was at Lanuk,
his father's parish, when it was read and sworn
1o by e tinter, clders, and people.  Taving-
ston, yet 2 young mister, having been called
upon to preach m the church of Shotts, i the
year 1630, on a Comtunnion day, had passed the
whole might, from Sunday to Monday, m prayer.
In the morning, standing on a tomb-stone, he
preached in the chorehi-vard to a great mualtinade,
on Ezekiel xxxvi, 25,8 5, « Then will I sprinkic
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean.”—
“T'ive pouring out of tite Spirit of God was such,
that five hundred persons conld date theirconvers
sion from that day.  Soon alter, ou a sumlar oce
casion, a thousand persons were cither converted
or rather remarhably confirmed 3 the preceding
night having, in like manner, bren devoted by
the young minister and come pons {nends to fer-
vent prayer. The Covenant aow arved at Ja.
and shie servant of the Most High agn
witneased these powerful emotions which the

!
!

yards of Shoit and Helywoeod. ‘Thousands of

while with one consentr they all devoted them-
sclves 10 the Lord.

Such scenes might be witnessed everywhere.
In the Highlands especially, this Evangelical alli-
ance was joyfully welcomed,  The king and the
prelates, with the view of getting 1id of the most
pions and stedfast ministers—Bruce, Rutherford,
Dickson, and others—~had banished themn to thase
wild districts ; but by the insiructions of these

spread abroad,  Rival clany, which had never
before met, except in strife, now saluted each

*cupy vight mnntes,

other as brethren, uud, after siguing the Coves
nant, departed in charity and peace. The bishops
were thundeestruek, Al that we have been
dowg these thurty years,” eaclaimed they, iy
throsn down m otie day—Iistarical Recollece
twns of Scotlund.

PO
THE PRAYER WAS ‘1'00 LONG.

Well, that1s a fault.  We have no mode) in
the Bible for a long prayer.  ‘The longest record-
¢d 1 that ot Solomon, upon the maomentous, wpee
curf aeeasion of the dedicanon of the temple,.—
The deptierate oflenng of thix would scarcely oc-
One of the shortest that of
the pubtican, « God be mereiful to we a sinuer,”
may be offered 1 one breathing 3 and it was an-

cswered. * Lord, save, [ pensh,” and “ Lord help

me,” are patterns of carnest effectual prayer.—
Earoestness utters s desires  dicectly, briefly,
even abruptly. We are not heard because of
“ much speaking.”

The prayer 1cas too long. Ttis certainly diffi-
cult for ug ta concentrate our thoughts with the in-
tensity that devotion requires for a long time, or
1o waintain, without weariness, the proper atti-
tude of prayer.  Remembering this, he who leads
publicly in prayer, repeesenting not simply his
own desires, but those of the congregation, should
go no further than he reasonably may hope to
carry with him tlleir thoughts and devotions.—
All beyond thig, if it be sincere, is private prayer,
and should be uttered in the closet 3 if it be not
sincere, it is hypocrisy.

The prayer 1was too long. Perhaps the good
brother did not hnow it. In the scif-forgetful-
ness of devotion, perhaps he took ““ no note of

e As the prayvers of the social meeting are
generally too long, he was but extending a bad

custom.  Now, if you were kindly to mention it
to him, not complainingly, but as though you e~
ally dessred 1o promote Ins uscfulness and influ-
cuee, wight it not have a good result?  Just try
1it: and if he is & yeasonable Christian, he will
thank you for it,

The prayer was foo long. Perhaps your own
heart was not in a proper frame to sympathize
with the devotions.  You did not pray in private
before you came to the public meeting, and con-
sequently you wanted a praying spirit.  There
was then hut dicde fellowship of epirit between
vou and the biother who sought 10 express what
onght to be your desires, and if his heart was
warth and yours cold, it is no wonder you thought
the prayer was too long.

The prayer iras too long. Was there any
preaching mat 1 Souctimes brethren aim to in-
strict the congregation, and substantially turn
wheir prayess into exhurtations or sintements of
doctrine. 1 tlunk, in all such cases, it would
greaily add 1o the interest and profitableness of
the mecting, if a division were made, and the
things that duffer wers separated,

The prayer 1wwas too long. Was it formal and
heartless 7 Without unction aud camestness did
it seem as though the brother prayed merely be-
cause he was called upon, without appearing to
have any special errand 1o the throne of grace ?
Did hie scem 10 pray merely to fil) up the ume or
ta perform his part in the prescribed routine of
service ! Wasit the same old stereotyped prayer
which e always offers, as though circumsiances
never changed, and our wants and supplies were
always the same 1 If it were so, then the prayer
was certainly o long, even ifit occupicd only
one moment.

There may not be much poetry, but there is
common scnse and piety in the following stanza

* Pew be our words and short our prayers,
When we tngether meet;

Short duties keep religion up.
And make devotion sweet.”



