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THE HEAVENLY RES

Iiere is an hour of peaceful rest,
‘I'o mourmmg wand'tera given ;

Ihiere ia a tear for souls distiest,

A baln for every woumled breast—
*F1e found ahove—n heaven?

Thete 12 2 soft and downy bed,
*T'us fate as beeath of even,
A coneli lor weagy montais speady
Whete they may aeas thess achurg head,
And find 1epose 1 heaven?

There 1a 2 homg for weary souls,
By sin and sorrow denen ;
When tossed on Wf's sempeatnnns shoals,
Where stars arie, anl ocean rolln,
And all s diear=but heaven!

Theee Laith tifts vp the tearful eye,
“The heat with sugaish riven
And views the tempest passing by,
The evenuyg shadows quickly fy,

And all serene in heasen!

“Ihere frageant flowers immoztal bloom,
Aral oys supremie e given 3
“I'hete rava divine dirpesse the gloum
Heyond the contines of the totnb,
. Apjpears the dawn of beaven?

ASTRONOMY OF THE HINDUS.

Tt is evident that i remate perods the Hindus made constderable pro-
e in nstennony, and 1t 1< veey probable that to them we are mdebred
ueh of one knowtedge of this seience.  The Ginideans appear to

ur miich ! i
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liave heen the firet to turn their attentron 1w the movemonts of the hea- .

venly budies. By them the pracuice of observanz the stars was modoced
ino Bgypt and wagtransferred thence wito Ind Lemams of Adron

mical amd Mathematical manmmems, constructed of stone, aml imnens Iy
large, some of them twenty leet 1o beahie, and proporionably ek, aze
il to be seen at the ancicat ob-ervatories in Benares and Delln. The
Signs of the Ladian Zoiliac are atso still visible on the ceibogs of many
Pagodas  Begidea thers renwants of a once flouishing sewence m the
Eaw. the rod:n findoy  ave astionsamcal tables whech were constructed

by their anerstars mzoy tunitreds of yeara ago, and by the help of whieh, .

they still ealealate eclipies of the xun and meon, with much accuracy.
Thie i now the chief and almost sole obect of Hindu asuonomy. 1t s,
80 far ae it gova, merely desersptive, OV Physical Astranamy, they have
o correet knowledue whatever, ‘Flicy have lost alt hwowledge of the
time, ond*manner, in which the above tables were constructed, nnd say
they were 1evealed to the sages by the zods. ‘To these wonder-worhing

lations the B ofien appeal s their discussipns
with the miesionary, ns an i proof of the s of thewr
Shaste  For them they claun o most extravagant antiquey.  No rehable
record, however, of their invention exiats, wor can their actual age be ase
certained fron the facts they fornich.

M. Railly, n celebrated French philosopher and , ends 1

in 1793, to prove that they were constructed 4300 years ngo, and 1o this
hypothesis Profeszor Playfair at one ine expreseed lamself a canvent, but,
some years afierwards, confessed chat ns confidence i Baliy's theary
was much shaken  European astranomershave since shown pretty eleariy,
that these tables cannot be more than 8u years oil.  The Surya Site
dhaata, which is confessediy the onin of them, was wrtten between the
year of our Lord 1000 and 1200. ‘Fliese tables, however, thow decided-
fy, that astronomical ecience was not in its infancy, among the Hindus
when they weze corstructed  Ages muet have passed away, fiom the time
the Patriarchs, wiile watching their flocks i the silence of stariight, be-
held with the eye of contemplation and wonder, the celesnial orbs wlich
rolled above them, tnerely as so many lesser hights to rule the mght, and
the time when the Himdu ostronomess attaimed that proud emnence from
awhich they handed down their importaat discaver:es 10 the world.

‘The principle Hindu systems of astronomy are the Puranie and Sid-
dhantic, ond although as antagonisnc s lile and death, both rest on
authonty, deemed divine.

The former, kke every thing contawed in the Putlns,is a mass of
absurdity, defying all deserption  They 1ol us the carth rests on a tor-
Z2oise, and that this is supported on the back of a doar, what supports this
upholder of all things, it would be folly to nquire ;—that  the terrestnal
world 18 a plane figute, surrounded by scven seas of unlk, butter, nectar,
and other fluids ,—~that the golden mouniin Sumeru, nses and gleams
-the centre ; that it is 356,000 miles above the easth, and 144,000 below
itg surface ; that the Ganges falis from heaven on its sumnut, and flows
thence to the surrounding world in four streams ; that when the sun pas-
ses to the north of this mountain, datkness setiles on the easth,and when
it again appears in the south, it becomes day. They tell us that the sun
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it between the eardiand the moon, and the former much smaller than
the fatters than when an echipse of cither takes place, n is caused
by admgou’s head attempting 1o swallow them. Bt in juatice to the
Hindus, we must not confound this eystern of the Parine, or poctical falise
Tiate, with that of the Sildh or b I though the
Intter are Tew in number compared with the belicsers in the Puténs, But
1o the Ruldhfintista such a contiaon wonld be as unjust ae 10 make our
nursery stones about the man in ahe moun with a bundle of sticks un his
back, a past of onr Copermican or Newronian system, and yet many such
.atake aule by Lugepeans on the subyeet of indn scicnee. We hope
the day is wot far distane when the Purdus, wath all theie degeading, eus
prratitious divnations, in and logy, will be numbered with
the mensteositiee of tie past The eduvented [findus in Calcuira, Bombay,
ashamed ol theie stupid, disgusting mythology,
emleavounog o gesmcitate the obalete panthyatic system of e
Veds, acmore wational,  Thia fechnze of diceatistaction with the present
popular retigion in ndia ia aleo spreading over - the whole land, and per-
vading all ranke; a something more adapted to the epirit of the age is a
great desiderarme=a something that will not destroy the foundanons of
Hindwiem  But s0 cloeely da the religion of e Purding interwoven with
the grrseat systen of Hmdoism, and the whole frare.work of socicty,
that with the aboli<hing of it, away would go at anc sweep, all distinetion
of caste, the worship of idols, of Krishnu, with bis obscene rites, of Ram
Chawde, nnd of Mahadev, in all its disgusting forms,  Thia would be a

i t dhirection, but it wonld be fae short of the goal. The
cds is oot une of monotheiem, but of pantheism, ‘Fhe Ve
dantist considers bimeell identical with God—cvery thing Is God, Such a
systen I3 a poor sabatitate for idolatey, “Phe gospel isthe only remedy.
Bat Tmet now notice the Siddhéntic system of astronomy,  This is
neariy ihe same as the Prolemaie, which wasuaiveesally adopted until the
mateenids centary, when it was refted by Copeenicas, who proved that
the earh, and ad die planets, moved around the sun asa centre.  Accor-
disg to the Seddbdiat, the canth is placed in the eentre of the universe,
ad ot eevolve she Moon, Mescury, Venus, the Sun, Mare, Jupiter,
v The sung you perecise, is consideeed one of the planets by
1 aleo the moon,  Becides those mentioned, they know noe
thinz ot auy vihier plascis. They hate no telescopes, to reveal those
winch mose heyond the reach of unasasted human vision, Nor are they
anare ol e vast duwntissons of those they behold, nor ot their innense
disanee hu tie easth, Ly are not in possession of suitable instru-
sments fur mahing such ube svauons, nor have they that thir for knows
ledae and entesprise, requisite for uting thetn when provided,

‘Ihe Bratimans kave diveled the Zudiac, a8 we do, into three hundred
and mixty degeecs, and twddve sgas, but o addition to this, they fiave
aatiivaded it mto ewenty.seven lunar stations, which they call naksAatros,
To each of these they allow thirteen degrees and twenty minutes. The
twelie cansellnans they bave distinguished by the figures of vatious
anunaly, wud oiher magmary sumlitades, which nearly il corsespond
with aur oM a nomenclature,

To cach of ivse solar statons thuty degeees are aljoited  The Nak-
chatras have also their appropuale nawes given, in conformity to the
tuerogly phuc tste of the ancients.  From twelve of these asteriems, the
welve Indiae months are denonunated.  Although these months are the
same i number as ours, shey do not correspond with them 823 10 the divie
wonof the year.  The Hindu year commences when the sun enters Azies,
which according to sheir tinc, i3 about the tenth of April.  ‘The length of
theie months 15 regulated by the ume which the sun occupies in passing
trom one sign to another.  They have no fixed number of days for each
atonth a8 we have, and 1t is only hy consulung the Diahmans, or the cal.
cnders, which they prepare annually, that the people can find out the
tength of cach month.

The Hindu sl reckon tane by lonar months, each of which consists of
thar'y uthia, or fupar days. They contnive so far to reconcile the lunar
and salar years, as 1o make them proceed almost concurrently, In order
to remedy as much s pozsible the nregutaniy between the solar and Junar
year, the Brahmans have added to every third year.an intercalary month,
as we, every fourth year, add an additonal day to Februasy, to remedy
the uregulanny occasioned by the dufference between our solar and astral
year. 'Phis hiowever, is bul one approxinmuon to accuracy. ‘The lunar
year of 36U days is more ancient in Indin than the solar. This may be
miferred from the fact that the nomes of the months are taken from the
lunar stations,

It1s supposed by some sstronomers, that the Hindus derived their
knowledge of the Zodiack from the Greeks and Arabs. The reason as-
signed 13 that the solar division of it Tndia s the same as that of the
Grerks, and the lunat sinilac to that of the Arabs. It 13, however, more
probable that this knowledge was received from an older nation than
either the Greeks or Arabs.  The precession of the equinoxes, as calcula-
ted by the Hindus, is something more than vurs.  * From the best obser
vations, it nppears that the cquator cuts the ecliptic every year, 50,25
more 10 the westward than the year before”  But the Hindus make it
54, ‘Tins, in GO years, would amount 10 a difference of 34 in the poer.
tion of each of the heavenly bodies.

t1s a remackable and interesting fact, that in India, the days of the
weck arearranged asin Egypt and Greece, according to the number of the
plancts, and called by similor names. Nor 13 the resemblance between
the most of our Gothic days of the week, and those of the Hindus, which
are dedicated 10 the ssme celestial objects, less extraordinary. . Sunday is
called ftiedr (the day of the sun); Monday, Sombdr, (the day of the




