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didly the vices of liis age s aml asitis the only ancient philorophucal de-
claration on morality, that we could veature, with centun hinntatioss, to
callgood and wise Dargreatas Cicero was, e was tilla fabulistan theo-
tagy, and a complete esrorist in natural philonphy—for anlv i aadeas
of motale did e shine—and in tegaed to the immortality of the soul, and
a futore state, he bad to make it lns dying confession, that *whethee he
hauld live apain or not, or shethier it was better to lne or to die, the
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are camestly bent,—but hhe thote who have been duaven frem it by bane
ishment. What ilen wasto be done ! “Ihey had been contending for
evangeheal truth, and were they to leave it wounded on the ficld 1=
Wete they to theit | ions in resisting the foree
of crror and corropnon, as the sentence of the Commission enjoined 1—
Were they to forsahe their beloved people, 10 gpeak no moze to them in
the name of Chinst, and o leave them to be addressed by gome of thote

whoze tyra, | exercise of eecl 1 power had brought
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goda alone could determine  Thus the Iast of the great plutosophers
Jived, reasoned, doubted, and died 5 and lrs wrtinge virtoally consey an
them hie testimony, that miad cannat be traly wise without a 1evelaton
fiom Gad
Such fa the auttine of the conclusion to winch we are forced to come
in segard to the much-saunted wisdom of the ancients. Egypt had her
philosophera; hut where hase we the proof of the excelience of thesr
phifosophy . Greece hiad hier ¢ seven wise men,"—only seven! who
were worthy of high place in the temple of reason—not cien ore in a
century '—but allowing thent all the ment of mental supenonty that could
hie claimed, we ack for the proof that they did what infidehuy aszerts that
reason is capable of pesformmng 2 Rome had lier one philosopher, at alt
worthy of the name—only onc !—and hie proves, not the suflicicncy, but
the Incapacity of the human mind foreelf-instruction in the hughest subyects
of belicf, duty, obligation and destiny, ‘There was, howescr,a plilosopher
who,in his youth, * was learned in all the wisdom of the Bzypuans,” who
Jid give the ancient wotkil hight, but 1t was not by the hnowledge he had
gathered from the colleges of the Nile.  He gotat doning fus * zessiva’™
of forty days and forty mights, helit on the cloudecovered, aud lLglining-
guarded Swai. - God was the Teacher, anit Moses was the Scholar—aud
that great Hebrew, not onty immensurably surpasses all heathen sages
colleetively, but a cloe exannaation, were we to eater on it would affued
strong evidence that, from hie s}szcm,thc most cnwacat of e hicathen
philosophera denved the few giumpses of approcimaung truthis, which are
20 be scen in their writingt,  Why 131t that Moses shouid be overlaoked
5 the infidele catalogne of aucient phifosophers I they will deny lus
inzpiration, stilt we demand that they deal furly with Ins syztem. if he
divalaed it by the powess of bis reason alone, thew he stands by far the fiest of
philosophere, and even Szezates and Cicero are fntellcctval dwarfs bearde
him. 1€t be eaid that Mozes dul not wate at, and that 1t 13 not ¢redible,
yethere we have it; and it exited before the Gre “ha had a sage, and the
man who wrote it, whocver he was, it entitled to more honor than that
which deism pays to s hieroes.  We da not take up the question of in-
spiration, but ask, are the writmgs of Moscs superior to those of the hea-
then philosophers 7 and, it so, why docs he not get credut for temt! It
will not do to tell us that there can be no inspiration, and thesefore av-
thing is to be helieved that assumes or axens to be wspired , becavse,
here are writinga, wivch are ssperior, amd are so, either because Moses
was the greatest of aneieat wisz men naturally, or ius greatness was
caused by divine and digect mstraction.  Sceptics wall allow no praise to
the wisdom of the Hebrew legisiator, but they boast of Socrates, Iato,
Aristotle, Cicero? and assert that thewr wisdom s enough for man-
kind; but, we ask, of they were so great, what did they accomplish for
the religious and moral condinon of the tmes w which they lived? If
they could not, by their wisdom and pessonal infleence, reform these,
Liow can their systems pozubly benefit tina?  If their wisdom failed then,
1t would fal now ; and despised as the New H'estameat is by a godless
class, yet we will take up the watags of the fishermea of Galilee, and
the Apostle Paul, and 1 these, i a single page—we will find more real
pintosophy, which the world can leel, aind by which it has beea less-
ed, than i all the woungs of all the phdosoplu s of the whole an-
cient heathen world,
Fraartsr.—In last bne of former page, for “ offciing,” vead oppesing.
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Having no separate nterest from the Church of Scotland, aud having
no plan arranged for acung apart fiom the Nauonal Judicatonies, the
Four Brethren, after the decision ot the Commission of November, 1733,
ware i a siteation of uneertanues,—not hhe that of men who leave their
natve country from choee, having in tiew some object on which they

matters to tns crisig, nad who might corrupt their nunda from the simph-
cny thataa m Chna ! Tl wontd certamly bave been to withdeaw ere
the contest was deended, It would have been subnnssion to authority
evidently opposed to Chnst's. Tt would have been an undutiful desertion
of the scene of labour an winch the Lurd had placed them, and whete
Providence was able to continnie and prosper them,

Leaving therr honourable asud fauthful protest with the Commission, in
which they deciase the necesaty they were snder 10 mahe a Secession
from the establiched yudicatonies, the Brethren retired deeply impressed
with the solemauty of thewe new position,  After scrious conveszation,
and, we doubt not, fervent prayer, the Drethren, with a view to retutn
to their respective places abode, and to their stated labours, parted, with-
out proceeding to any measure, ouly agiceig to meet in a few weeks fur
consultation, and for seelung the Divine direction as to the path of duty.
They separated hom each other, now huit iogether more closely than
everin heart and antcrests,  They resolved to prosecute, as before, the
duties of thair sacred callwg.  In thesr fasthfuluess to Christ they swere
encouraged by tl:e approhation of serious chnsuans i many pauts of the
countsy, and i partcuiar by the adherence of many enlighte ned and con-
scientious piersons in their respective congregations,

In the course of about threce weehs afterwards, the Four Brethren met
av Gaeaey Bradge, in the neighbourhood of Kinross, in the house of a
pous mdivadaal, who took the decpest interest in their cause, and where
they felt shemsclves at home, and from its sequestered situation would not
be hable to interruption.  Here, having spent nearly two days in prayer
and conference, they procecded, in the name of Christ Jesus, the great
Kiae and Tlead of the Chureli. on the evening of Thursday, the Gth of
I nbet, 1733, (o h mto a Presbytery, wlieh was
aficrwards called “ The Amocate Preshytory.”  To this unportant step
an interesting reference 1s made by Mr. W dson, sn the continuation of Iny
Defence.

*The Scceding ministera met at the Bridge of Gairney, at the time
agreed upon, and the Sth day of December was spent 1 prayer, humikas
uon and conference, concermng the present providences of God towarda
them. They agreed to mect agam the foliowing day lor prayer and con-
ference, when the foilowing questiun was proposed ,—Whether or not it
was thear daty, 1 thewr present siuatlon—when the piesent judicatones
had cast them out hom communion with them, and when they had, upon
gust and necessary grounds, declared a S, from them, to i
themsclves into a Piesbytery T There was much and scrivus reasoning
upon both sdes of the question, they endeavoured, in their reasoning, to
compare the Word of God and his providences tovards them, together,
and, after prayer and reasaning upon the same, the question was put,
Constitute presently into a Presbytery, ornot?  And the Four Brethren
did, all with one voice, give it as their judgment, that they should consti-
tute presently into a Presbytery. And the Rev Mr. Ebenczer Erskine
swas, by their unanimous consent, desired to be their mouth to the Lord
i this sulemn activn, and he was enabled, with much enlargement of
soul, to conseerate and dedicate them to the Lord, and to the servier of
Ilis Church, particularly of His broken and appressed heritage, in the
present situation, into which, by the holy and wise providence of God,
they were hrought
Te was thus, that after all this violent agitation of human passions, all
s tyrannical pervession of justice, on the part of the Courts of the Is-
Blish
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ut, the ssion Chureh origi .

The causes of Secession had long existed, aad had been gathering
force.  “The process against the Four Brethren only fixed the date, and
mathed out the path for this important event.  Their rechless expulsion
fiom the Establishment at once relicved their own minds from the fear of
schiem, and readercd it unpossible for others to charge them withiit, with-
out the grossest perversion of scason, or ignoiance of the tue meaning of
the word.




