
'36 THE EXPOSITOR 0F HOLINESS.

obeyed, and to whom alone we left our
'vindication, interposed on our behiaif
w-,ith his miracles of grace, and so enablt,
us to

" Vindicate the ways of God to mern."

We suspect that ru)' ministerial mexuber
of the Association has had agrreater faith
battie w--i Quarterly Boards or Station-
ing Coruaittees than the above. But
*every one, so situated, who lias been
true to the Spirit has been able, with us,

.and 'with Paul, to shout: '%Now thanks
be to God, who always causeth us to
'triumph in Christ."

Yes there wvill be faith batties which
will cail to tAie front every ounef- of
,,reserve force in us, in this lonely obedient
walk in the Spirit, but provision is mnade
for complete, absolute victory, so that
the rest of Christ wviIi 'Le our portion as
we face and conquer Satan at every step
of this way.

Duringy our fights of faith we were
:made to see that the Association ;vas a
very small atoin in our existence, and so
if it had not sanctioned our work we
would simply have grieved over themi
and gone on our wvay rejeicing in God
*to iind another field of labor. Nor
could we imagine ourselves puttingr forth
the slighitest efforts to sway their de2!i-
sion, or cominiserating ourselves because
of their want of harmony with us. We
had foughit the battie out to its finale wvithi
God alone, and so Ris perfect peace had
entered our being, and we would neither
defend our course nor play on the
sympathies of the least one of tbern
ail.

Just s0 we recogynize the independence
of ail who walk with God. XVhen diffi-
culties corne across their patbi, no matter
how formidable, thevy retire into them-
r.:lves until taugfht of God concerning
thern, and then wlien they do speak it is
a.- the oracles of God, and God, not they,
vindicates their acts.

iBut, whilst thus at one withi God, they
are conscious of the larger possibilities of
4their lives as the nuinber of those %vhio
walk with God increases, and rejoice
.accordingly.

IF we are on the Lord's side, gratitude
*demands that we show our colours.

ONE 0F THE 0UTCOMES 0F
THIESE MIOHTY FAITIL

BATTUES.

Knowing by experience wbiat it re-
quires to obtain victory in every faith
battie, a species of dread for others
cornes to ua, which is provocative of
sadness on their account.

How few wvill Iiterally forsake all to
follow Christ! No sooner do the af-
fections cling arounid somne cherished ob-
ject than it would seem by some perverse
fate that, the pathway of obedience
pointcd across that object, requiring us,
in our wuilz of faith, to tread it iii the
dust. And se] >dom do we reach the point
of cheerful obedience ere we are tempted,
and almost hug the temptation, to be-
lieve that God, in' this luis exacting mood,
delights to find out our cherishied otjects
and require us, Abraham-like, to destroy
them with our own sý3crificial kuife.
And, generally, ere v,4e accept God's way,
we try every other way which our human
ingenuity dan suggest, or the stili more
ingenlous tempter makce kriown to us.

The faintest hiope that eternal sa]-
vation can be, obtained f rom any other
source than obedient walk ini. the Spirit
will lead us off in any direction that hope,
may point to. It is thus we account for
the fact that parties who have been
brought in contact with this, mnovement
have rushed off into unseemly physical
deinonstrations, to doctrines about d ress,
two natures> baptistns of lire, fantastic
notions about healing of the body, anid
even to the privations of the foreign
mission field. Anytbing and evzrything
--Ise i-, erbraced with eagerness as easier
than the absolute walk in the Spirit.
What wonder then that as wve contern-
plate these frantie efforts to grain soul
rest by xvays. which outrage every in-
structive feeling ofhurnanity rathier than
«by the simple wvay of the cross, that in-
tense sadness ,ýhould a.t tirnes fill our
heart and Iead us to explaim, " Lord who
bath believed our report ;" for the truc
Christ in the Holy Ohost is bc'ore themi
as a root ou t of a dry ground. There is
no form or coineliness in Hkim that they
sbould desire Hum.

But our sorrow of beart cannot alter


