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viow of~ the work of' thc Spirit ; and, at the close of a, lcngýtliencd
and bitter controversy, )Ir. Kirk, and otiier thrce brcthreni, viz.
Mr. Ferguson of' ]3olisiill, Mr. Mclleoberts, of Camibuslang,
and Mr. iMatlxer of' Ardrossan, wvore, wîtli thecir Chiurchies cut off
from the Cong-regationa.l Union of Scotland. Mr. Kirk is now, and
lias beon for some years, Professor of' pastoral thocology, in the
Evangelical Union Aeadcmy. The 11ev. Fergus Ferguson, now of
Aberdeen, lias been for inany ycars onc of' our xnost poýplaV minis-
tors, and wvas but rcccntly Prosidont of Conifrnc.-The 11ev.
Peter Mather, now laid aside fromn dulty by sovcrc affliction, was for
a nunîber of years editor of th£ C'hristian iVcts, a religeus journal
whichi advoeates our distinctive tlioolo Zgical views .- But this hcrcsy
found its way into the Acadeîny of' the Congregational Union. Nine
of the stiiuets endorscd die views of the Spiri t's work hield by Nr.
Kirk and othors, and woro in due course expclled the ,Alezdeiin.-
Soule of those yonng men are an honour to the Evangelical 'Union.
The 11ev. Fergus rierguson of Glasgow, and, the 11ev. William Bathi-
gate of Kilinarnock wore not the lonstaniong thonine. But the Froc
Kirk of Scotland) tricd lier hiand too iii the nattor of expulsion for
hoercsy. The Ilov. Williami Scott of Frec St Mark's, Glagsowv, was
chiargcd ivithi holding certain mrors in doctrine, the chic? of which
-%as that faithi procodod spiritual life;- and thiat withiout faithi
thoro could bc no spiritual lufe. Mr. Scott's iniisterial brethiron
liold in oppoâtion to this, " Tlat spiritual life gocs bofore faith,
and, thiat timero can bo no f'aithi witliout spiritual lifo." Thieso di-
vines lield, tia:. mon arc regonorated iii order to faith - in direct
-opposition to the toachings of hioly Soripture, that, mon are regoner-
atcd through faiithi. T ho doctrine of regenerationto faith vas spccially
insisted on by the 11ev. Dr. Willis, now Principal o? Knox's College,
Toronto. Mr. Scott's case caine bcf'ore the assenbly o? the
Froc Chiurcli, %vicn that body snspended imi fromn the office of
the hioly iistry. -1Il those whio worc thius Cast out of the rog-
nant coclesiastical bodies, syiiipatliizc(d to a greater or loss extent
withi the viewvs and aimns of' the Evangolical Union. It is now
twenty yoars sinco the Un'on was foried, and since that timoe its
course lias l.oen onwnvýrd :m iiny wero the prodictions tîmat were ut-
terod in regard to the sniall and dcspised body. Sonie said it
wvould soon comle to nougit; that in the course of two years it
would vanisli like the sumoke ont o? thc oliimniiey. Yet the Union
stands, and figlits its way into notice. The Evangelical Union of
Seotland eaul no longer bc ignorcd. It is aýcknowledgced as a power


