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the truc chiaracter of sin as to produce in the hecart a hiatred to it ; but we
thiiik thiat thiis is iîot the predoîninaïît feelinîg at tie tiijue, buit is overboriie
by the stronig desire f'or pardon. So thiat we prefer ilot to use the vrd
conisecrate lu that coîiection at al, buit radier' to enlipioy thie scriptural w'ords
repent, aîîd repentance. Iîîdeed, the wvord is iiow'here in Scriptuire ulsed in
relèreuice to thc coinlinga of anl unfèrgiven siinuer to God for peace and pardon;
nor in anly senlse whiiehi jîxîplies a 11ord- ideutity %vitlh the truc 1-epcnitaîîice cf
an arrcstcd. rebel or returniug prodigal. David, alter the inurder or LTîi,
saqyingr <'«I hiave tione this cvii iii thy sighit;" Maiinassehi praying and confèssinig
i bis dungeon ; the publican grcaing Il God be mierciful; thc l)rodgail
coingc and crying(, " r lhave sinucid ;" Peter weepîugiý bitterly outside Cakiphazs'
door ; the Plhillip)ian jailer and the Peutecostal scekzers, fromn whloîî* buirsts thie
agonizcd cry, '«Wliat inust I do te bc savcd ?"these arc Bible saumiples of die
wVay iii w'hiehl siniiiers succcssil1y sue for forgiveîîess. But wlvhen the words
consecrate, consccrated, or cousecration aire fou11ud iii the Biblc, tlîey are
invariably uscd withi reference cithier te p>?oP)C2ty dedictcd te religions uises,
as iii Exodus xxix. 229; 2 Cieon. xxix. 33 ; xxxi. 6, and othcer passages, or te
jpîrson.s dcdicaýted te special religionis workz, Exodus xxix. 9 ; I-eb. vii. 23, aîîd.
a few othier places. It secîns thierefore a nlilsuse cf the tel-Il w'hen it is
applied te thiat renuiiciatien cf sin -%vhichi precedes flhc pardon cf a sinuier.
Thiat rnany wlie use the word intend by it ail that is iiucaiit by the word
repentance, we have ne donbt; but it ouiglit te be remcmnbered thalt the carelcss
use cf words will Iead te confusion cf thioughlt anti conception. Anti iii se
iiiplortant a niatter as thc religions teachiin<g cf niien, wc can scarcely be toc
carefful abouit the ternis we use te describe those imiportant crisis cf religionis
history about -%hlichi we are now vrtg.Imlpression dcnd)CI(s uiponl expres-
sien ; and ýalthou'gh1 the Condition cf thie hiearer and the spirit cf Uic speakther
may modify the imipres-,ioii produced, 3'ct stili tie verbal forin that is uised is
the incst powerful agent iii sbapiîîg the ideas inian)litedl. Certaiuily, thec
scriptural forins wliichi our fithiers used wcre iigh-lty pow~ers for good iii tlîcir
liands, and wve -%vil1 net add te our influence by diverging frein thini.

On the otiier hid, the sceeker cf perfect love is aiready -a child cf Cod,
net a condeînnied crininal ; a soldier cf Chirist, and iiot a rebel against bis
governinent. The word consecrate inay be uscd wvit1î iinuch greater prepriety
in his case, for the rebeilion is lorgivenl, and lie is already constituted eue cf
a '< royal priestliood," wvhmo offer up '« spiritual sacrifices," and wl'ho are besouiglit
«Iby the mercies cf God te preserit thecir bodies a living Sacrifice "-an action
-%vhichi is cf id.entical meanIiugi -witl. consecrationi. lie stands thierefore on1
highlier ground toward God: andtiglier too iii bis owil ceiîscinusness, anid bis
desires centre onzan object which bias a chianacter quite distinxct. Whliile thie
seeker cf pardon cries «I Hide thîy face froiln iny sins," Ais prayer is "Create in
me a dleanl hearb, 0 God." A different state iii the coîisecrating party, and al
decided difference iin the object soughlt after, wil necessarily 1nake tlhe
consecrations to differ one froi the othlîeî

2. 27/w ccgrec of spiritual klcclegc is not Ilic sante in~ cac& case. Tlie
believer is ini possession of spiritual, life, and one cf the evideuces cf that


