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the extravagances of personal torture have worn the garb of seraphie
piety :-thîe Fanaticismi of initolerance lias shone ini combination witi
great qualities; and the zeal of inilitary proselytisai bias made alliance
-with substantial virtueý. Tiiere is iiotlîing, theu, to, wonder at, if
even genine piety and the briglitest personal excellence are founid to,
exist under a state of tlîings whiclî owcs its origin to an imupulse
essentially fanatical. Th3le question is alwvays, not whetlîer acconi.
phshnients andi virtues and piety exist within this or that system ; but
sim ply-whether the system itself be good or evii.

'[lie Fanaticisi of the Syrnbol.-7-or. a nialign and tuirbulent zeal
for the honour of a creed, supposes of course, the possession o? a
wvritten and authoritative canon o? faiti. But then this rie lias to
be interpreted ; and the interpretation, in eacli instance, insensibly
dravs to it$elf those profound eM~otions whlîi the sacred imîportance
of the canon calîs into, play.

It does not appearti at sectarian rancour, iii any distinct forai, lhad
shewn. itself before the time wvhen the Jewish, prophetic cconiozny
having, been seaied, and the written Testirnony of Qod cQtnsigned, iii
a defunIct dialect, to INTERPRETERS, a field wvas openied to
diversities of opinion, each of whichi challengeèd to, itseif platire, the
prerogatives that attacli of rio-lit to, the original documîent. From the
period whien Exposition o? Scripture became the business of a class
o? men, the Jeivisli corninuiiity parted iito, sects wvlich, in an exariper-
ated conditioni, were the main causes of the ruin of the state, the
destruction of tlîe city, atid the dispersion of the'race.*

In this instance whiat we assume te hiave been nctw iii the history
,of hiumati nature. wvas itot the existenuce or the brcaking forth of the
diversities of opinion ; for these have disturbcd ail couintries iii al[
agres ; nor wvas it the alliance o? certain modes of thinking, on abstract,
subjectswvithi temporary and political interests; for niotluing lias been
more common than such associations. But the novelty wa precisely
this-That tue tremendous wcigit of Ood's sanction-truly beicvcd
to- belon- to, tic Canon of Faith, wvas ciainied by each party in behaîf
o? its special exposition of tlîe ride. So fatal an assuniptiou effected
a, fim coalescence of every relig ious sentimient with thc passionato
-workings of selflove, pride, jealousy, anîd thc sense of personal. an(I
corporate ivell'are.

Witîirà the circle o? these feelings every proper clemient o? Fainati-
cismn finds roonm, and no species o? Fanaticisni lias beeuî altogetiier se
compact or SQ p'eminent. T[le other kinds (as we have seen) have
had tlîeir hour and have vanislîed; this lias settled down upon
4ehigion-docuiiicntary religion, as iveli iii Europ)e as ini A.sia, and
now iu Anîcrica, and fiats become tAie inseparable condition o? al!
fornis o? Worship.

We say every proper elenient, o? 17anaticisin displays itself in the
1-?anaticis.n of the Syunibol.-As foàr exanl:-Tiie Divine Bcing,
wlien sce outra«ed es to be tuade Cie pàtron. o? a virulent faction,
,ýppears to, thc yotary altogether under arnalign aspect, aud can ?iq


