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followed te Israoifes, for it lias not fthc pronotun them,
thec insertion of which lias uuduly affectedl tlc sense,
and wvhidh ouglit te have bet-r printed lu italics to
mark !te absence in the Grock. The exact version of
tlhc original is tis-For they drank out of a spiritual
following rock. And according to this, we arc net
required to suppose that eitfier rock or streain moved
forward along %Yith thq Israclites; for it la plain tbat
a thiug may bc sald to follow wvhon it mercly cornes
after or succeeds in point of tinie, ivithout at ail im-
plying that it movea freni place to place affer soi-
thing cisc. Thus in 11ev. xvi. 8-1 and thcrcfollowecl
another angel, &c.; thec wotrd denotes succession in
tie, or in the order of events; and lu Mac. xvi. 20-
4with signa foloming,' ivc undcrstand that thec signe
lu confirmation of tlic word were given after if hud
been preached. The critical reader may look aIse at
the Greek iu 2 Mac. iv. 17, and 3 Esd. viii. 16. IVe
therefore understand by the following rock in this
place, one that zucceeded lu the order of eveuts, or
that camne after lu the history of the Israeiites: and
by referring to that history, we at once sec that the
supply of wvater iras subsecquent te.that, of mmns, or iu
other words, that the ' spiritual rock' followed thec
' spiritual meut' or food: sec Exod. xvi. 15, aud Exod.

Xxvii. 6.
rrobably Paul iras led thus to mention thec rock ab

following Uic manna, because lie Nvas, as already ex-
plaincd, iustitutiug a coumparison or analogy between
these things, sud flic brcad ana cup in thc Lord's
Supper. As the cup follows tlic bread in in thie order
of ù-~ enclîariït. so tlic rock fullows the inauna in the
history of the 1 durci in the wildurncss.'

Sucli le the vicw, whidh after careful examination
bas commeuded itself te fthc writer's mmnd; but let
ech onc examine sid judgc for lims(:lf.

B. D.

A.nd that uhieh filou sowest, thou sowest not that
bod~y t/lai shahl bc, but bare grain,"*-l Cor. xv. 37.

The verli bear, lieing much more frequentiy uscd
both in spoken and in written language than the
adjective bare, aud the two worils being precisely the
saine in 8ound, sud very similur iu appearancc ; there
lias arisen, sud most likeiy in consequence of thcs
facts, an axuaziugiy wide spread misunderstauding of
the tcxt just quotcd. Thousands of well informae
chiistians, (not verbal critics), understand the apostic
as thougli lic lad 'written thus: "lthat whicli thiou
sowest, la not thaf biody thaf sall lie, but bcing sowvn,
it will bear grain, whither if lie wheat that la sown or
any other grain!l" And knoving, moreover, that thec
grain produced, 1s, in form, flic sanie as fthe grai
'whlch, producedl if; tlicy couclude, that the resurection
body will be as like thc preseuf body, as fthc ncw
Kernel likc flicoldt Thns completely reversing the
apostie's tcaching 1 And soecxtraordinary is the bUind-
ing power of titis illusion, wberc it lia taken root ln
childhood, that onc case, at least, la kunown. of a fthc-
ological studeut, in no wsy remarkable for stupidity,
,wlo, on coming to fthc cretical examination of flua
text, fouud f0 his astonisbinent that the original words
for Il bare grain," wcrc y U.VV~xxv"N.E

grain, lie exclaimedl 1 les, It la naked grain
that Nwe sow, grain deatltute of straw and chaif, aud
God gives it a body as if bath plcased hlm, fiat the
blade, then the car, aud then fthc full corn lu the ear.
And bocre for the fir8t time, the truth brokc la upon
his mmnd, that the xv. chapter of Cor. teaches, that the
resurection body of the saint, lu the glory of If form
and structure, ruay as far transend lis presenf body,
as thc beauty and attractive grace of tlie stalk of cora
in the fuil bloom of its pcrfection, excels the aspect or
appearancc of thc naked Kernel front which it origiû-
atcd.

LETTER FROM THE ZORRA FARMER.
DEAi Sîni-You have favourcd us with a specimen

of Mr. Noel'a pica for thec communion of saints9, aud I
confes I caunot help thinkiug that cvery heurt imbucd
with genuine christian caudour muet feel tlic force of
his reasouing, for lis arguments are eminently evan-
gclicaL. Tliey arc indeed characteristit of thc amiable
author.

Thure la an important argument arisiug froi fthc
case of Mr. Noci, and others similarly sltuated, whicli
neither lie nor any other advocute of christiau coin-
muni<:a, aî.i far nt It;;L-t as 1 amn aware, lias taken flic

tvxti.or. Iti is truc, it le of thc presumptive
kiud, yet, lu rny humble opinion, more than snificieut
te settîc the question. It la simpîy thec groas incon-
gruity involvcd in Mr. Nocis taking such a position es
close commuuion renders imperative ou ail its aliet-
toms 1 cannot, avoid viewing it toe f srong presîunp-
tive evidence thatthe systemmust be wrong 8omewliere
that would bic the cause of fthc exhibition of snch
manifest incongruity.

Tliose who themscîves submitited tu the ordinance of
baptiin at the commencement of their religions life,
may, -with some show of nmodesty, assume thec position,
which our clos brethren saume ln reference to pwdo-
baptistes; but for Mr. Noel, affer living so, mauy years
himsoîf lu the neglect of what bce now holds to blie 
dufy of every ouc as soon as lie believes in Christ, te
f uru round te hie brethren wifh whon hoc wus wont te
associate, aud take sweet consel, and say to tliem-,
Ilbretbren, If la truc 1 hld for mauy years the samne
views of baptisi that you stili conscientiously hld, I
sprinklcd mauy infante, thus doing a service which
God required nof of mue, whilc 1 reudered lia coin-
mandainut of noue effeet by my tradition, whidh yoa
sf111 do. I bave gof new liglif on Uic subjeof, liowever,
and bave iu consequence, abandoncd my erroneous
opinions aud practice ; but as you stili adhcre to your
errera, and refuse to yield oliedience to*what je se
manifestly your duty, 1 cannot--I are nof allow you
te sai with me at the fable of the Lord, or lie a mcm-
ber vith me of thc saine church."3

This %vould necessariiiy bce i plain language of
Mir. Noel'a close communion. And what mnlfest
incougrulty would lie liere 1I How could hia former
associatea possibly view fhia lu any other liglif fliana
flic heiglit of arrogance ; aud how could they but repel
if with soverign contempt! I Howcould they but feel
pungent regret fliaf the mind tIat wua wont f0 bie
deeply imbued with christian mnodesty, and liberality..


