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incites, rattier titan sîîdd(enly ; malaria,
nMore or lecs virulent, continually inve8ts ail
the bicv districts of most of tue ibiands, arid
is mot injuriouisi dry varni scasoits. Tite
p)reicie of this ina/ariat lias nieyer once
beeti discovered by any one of tie live sen.,es.
It wvitlls tue candi as invibible as te Evil
Oit iiself. It cleavos to tîte iziouiîd : iL
cailiot, lire oit tue 0cee'ai. hoc ine are
safe tilt tlîey tocl our suores. It nequires
tue four pi'isîcipal oloments of tue ancients
-eîirttî, air, boea+, anI înoistcre,-for its
production ; yct iL caninot lie uetecteut by tue
nîostskilftil and dclicateiy coitucted ceciti-
cal totalysis, aitiouglIi froni its cfets-
variotis forrns of iveli markcd diseuses,
clîiefly féer and ague, and militer forins of
intermitent feves,-its existonçe is lis cor-
taiîily kiioîn as the existence of moral
dIel)ravit> is ascertaincd by tue dograding
heLetîdîcnim îliich prevails on erory one of
tîtoso itlîristianiised islailts.

DEGitADA-rION AND SIX OF TIE PEOPLE.
Anotu"er dificulty arises from tue low and

degratded conidition oif the naîtives, aîîd the
smiiiless of tue trihes. It is on aceoutit of
tie first that litmait lifé is so little valucd;
and oit accounit of tue second that the powver
of ttte cliiefs, wicro ttîey are disposed to
proteet lifé, so vcry liînited. Lt lias becu
chieflv froin tlîose twvo causes tlîat our
mission stations hiare been so ofteu brokeit
dtp.

LA NGUAG B.

A tîuirut pernmanent source of dificctty is
tue diversity of tanguagos in tue grocp.
'ruerc are, lietaps, more laiugsspî.ken
on tîte Xciv Ilebràtes titan iii theo irole of
Europe. On almost every isiandtt rbre ib a
differcut, tanguage spoken ; in some islands
tiro. Nor are thes more dialectie tliffecren-
ces. In tue fit-st place, tîte langîtages hoe-
long tu two totaliy distinct fouilles, the
Malaty and tte Papcan-tie Papuan grcatly
predoiiiin4ites ;-aîd wirita common origin,
a coîmnnc famiiy likcncss can be traved1
clirougli ail its dialects, yet, for ait practical
purposes, ciîoy tre liko totally difeérent
laný tiges. 'the latîguageb spokon on tîto
six ,oaîthern islantis cf the grocp occîtpied
iîy tlie mission are as differont frorn o1)e
îînotlîcr ils English, Gaclie, Frencli, and
Germait. C

On tiiese, as well as oit other accounts,
%vo fiitd the services of the Dayspring more
and more important c.vcry year, botu for
tîo safety and scccess of the mission. Lt
was tu the î>rosence of the Daqisirinq, thre
years ago, enabling us to take advaîi cage of
a lavcar:itlle.juncture, chat we are itidelbted,
under pi-ovidenîce, for the favourabe state
of Anlra to-day. But for the repeated
visits of tie Daysprinq, Most probably the
Erromangan Missioni night have 'leou
broken up during the late epidemic, and

the labours of years again cast to the winds.
But witiî ail these difhculties there is

much that is oncouraging iu the grotip.
Wherever niissionary cfforts have licu con-
tinuotisiy put forth for a sufiaient leîîgth
of time the, resuits have becn skWtiÇfiwîory;
and whercver the natives have been Chrns.
tianizedl, their capacity, and ~'oiin
aud cliaracter, have greàtly exceeul expee.
taLions. In anothcr document %vc have
callcd attention to the carry' ine a%%iy of
natives from this grouip, and licate VC pass
ovor that subjoct boere.

D AYSPRINO.

At our annual mneetingy titis year it %vas
decidcd tliat Melbourne shouid bie the liead-
quarters of the Diiilsprinq %vlien site goes Up
to the colonies. Sydney bas uîaity advatt-
tigYes over Melbourne for this puirpiue; but
in wveighing ail the circunittietîs of the
case, it wvas ag-reed to fix u?oîî Melbourne.
0cr arrangentents are, that tite vessel slîould
lie ont of the tropies durinr tue hurricane
niontits, îvhirh oxcend front tue middle of
Dccember titi the end of Mvarch Shle stays
ini the Islands as long- as it is coîîsidered
safe, and sltoultd leave the coloicies as soon
as the equinoctial gales are over. Site ivili
romain fuily tîvo mouths in Melbourneo, re-
ceive th. necessary repairs, bcecxiîibited to
the public wvhen it May lie considered cexpe-
dient to do su; supplies both for the vesset
and tue missiontris wvill be procctrcd, and
site wvill he iii readiness to Icave at tue ap-
pointed ime. Tbis year, tn addition o liter
ordliiary expetîditure. site ivili rcquirc to ho
coppered anew. This iit cost abwut £500,
and for this sum we mîîst drav upoxt tite
sl,arebotders -sixponce ti-piece extlra froni
catci %ould cover tho whole. Iler oxpen.
ses are necossarily heavy, for, except tite
cîvo montlis orso chatsite lies in he colonies,
she is constantiy saiting; site lias îîlways
more or fewerC mission families or miision-
aries on hoard, and generaliy a ituttber of
natives; and she has no reuiras to nacet
titis expetiditure But it lias bten ie t oh-
ject of ail connected with the ve-zel to keep
down liter expertses toi the towest figtýre that
is consistent with the safcty aud efiicacy
of the vosset..

FINANCIAL.

We have. nothing startlingy, nothing sen-
sational, to relate, to cati forth special syni-
pathy, or excite tinustial intrest in bier
liehaif. IVe rcst our dlaimis suicly oit yoir
senso of dutv to od, and to thic pcnishling
heauhon. With aliberaliLv rarclv pa).ralileed
in tue circunistances, von bouglt the vessel
at first, and have nowv kcpt lier aflu:ît for
four years ; and ire confidently trust tîtat
you wilt abate nothing iii tue rýîte of yoer
formj r contributilons. Our i-icone« this
year lias not equailcd our expenditure;
there bas been a lalling off in sevoral of the
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