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[Rev. .J. D. Gordon.
Wc have renid ivitit appreiension and

aiarm the stateitients iii Toronto and Hali-
fax papers of reports received at San
Francisco of the mnurder of Mr. Gordon by
tbe natives of E rromnanga.

Whilo anxiaus for fürthcr intelligence we
stili trust these rninours hmave risen from
some notice of' the deatîs of the Rev. G. N.
Gordon some ycars ego, and our reason for
arriving nt tis eommelmsion is, that our latest
advices lrom 'Melbouirne and Sydney,
iwhether written or pritmccd, contain no no-
tice of any rccent disaster such as ilmat now
reported.

We have bel ore us a letter written by
Mr. Gordon, from 3*>ntia Bay, ôrromanga,
on the fiffh oi' Jtvnuary, nt Nvhich trne hie
was %volt, and the letter mak-es no mention
of nny xuisunderstauiditg wvith. the natives.
The letter wvas carried by a native to Dil-
lon's Bay, and camen by Australia. In it-
self it arnounts to littie as evidence of the
failsity of tlic report, for six rnonths have
passcd since it wals writtcn. Our hopes for
the best rcst on the falet timat no-hint o? snob
an occurrence lins been given by corre-
poudence or paliers from Melbourne or
Sydney by last mai].

Perishing FersianEl.
The distress in Persiti la unabated. Noue

are botter inforrncd as to the facts respect-
ing it than the American missionarles, who
have been at ivork there for thirty years.
Timese mon, some of themn widely known
lu this couintirywre in carnest appeals, te.
Ansmerica to senti lorivard àid.

TIc 11ev. .1. 1H. Shiei writes :-" la
many places hqlf the population had perish-
ed. . . . In Ispahan 14,O0OOare officially
reportud as hiaving died. . . . Iu Shirâz,
andi vicinity, whloic famillies have died ofY,
and1 in Soule instancub Ille corpses have
becu devoured by thesurvivors. Thousanâs
miore inust die in the villages n2loss relioved
froin abroa. Asnong. tlue pastoral tribes-
ulutnbering over a millioii-thçe direst miser-
les are cxperienced. Trie pasttireis have
dried iimp. The flocks and bords bave
periqlseti. Thoéir dependlence for food la gono.
The grass May revive in tise spring, but it
wili 1 b thrce years, ai lcasst, before the fiocks

and herds eauT hc renewed, and one year, nt
lcast, before there van bn a hnrvest to, sup-
ply thcrn iitl brcad. lltitudes are fiee-
ing from the farnine-strieken provinces to
the province where our înissionaries are
loeaied, and ene-atiping-]h undredls of them,
-within siulit of the mission pronmises.

Sorne srnnli contributions have been
placed in the bands of the missiontiriesby
the English cburches and from Gerrnany,
and chey have booms able, accordingly, to
distribute sorne littie aid, and a mostpowver.
fui indorsernent it is of Chiristianity in that
]and of' Mohiarmedanisrn. ïKot only the
refugees ivhmo mire fioeking to thern, but tens
of thouisands in the farniie-strickea district
theinseives, our counitrymen toll us, they
could reaceh and sane thum from dyinfg.

Africa.
À Moravian inissionary at Engotini,

South Africa, says :-" We are privileged
to see soine fruits of omîr labour, and it is
eucourmging to sec one hecathien nfter another
flrst begin to attend tise chureh, then clothe
himself decently-a sure siga that ho bias
reueivied an impression front what hoe bas
heard-and at last request baptism. Even
the fecatures herome gradually ransforined
as the poor licatheis opens bis heurt to the
reception o? the Gospel. Changez of this
kind are, of course, more conimonly to be
seen in heathen kraals than at the mission
stations, whierc outiward ceaformity to the
raies and observances .of the cornssunity la
not uinfrequeisty attendcd without tise pre-
lisninary change of the heart."

Chili

Very interesting news cornes of the work
of colporteurs in Chili. lu Santiago and
Valparaiso many copies of the Bible have
been engeriy bought. In the latter city, a
Chilian in tears thasked God that the col-
porteur laed oer corne to bis huse witb
the Gospel message. A Chinniran, wvho
spolie Spanish, freoiy, bouglît a Testament
for hirnacif and another for a frieucl. The
Valparaiso Bible Society nover lad so many
patrons and coadjators ns'ai the present
tirne. In soliciting thecaunual subseriptions
for sustaining stt operations, welha-%e hardly
met willh a single refusa]. lis plillanthro-
pie and magnanimous aims have -won tho
co.oiperarion of somne who nover had before
subscribed, wvbile otIers liave augmnented
their subscripions two, three, and f*ourfold.
An increase suppiy of Spanisli Scriptures
lias boen ordered from London ns weIl as
from New York. The new îcdition of the
Spanisi. Bible. publsled in Madrid, is re-
cived boe wîth favor-;. everv eopy has

beon sold, and others have been bespoken
before their arrivai. This, .. e trust, may
ùot long bc delayed.
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