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~T HIE G1GANTIC ]300K TRU1ST

KNOVNAS TIIE USITF» STATrS

BiOOK COMPMAIN.

N the 8tlt Julie laSt NvaS con1SunutmîaIted
a inovcniciît that litas been on foot for

SLov'hIl Comtpany, and its transforiia.tion loto,
the United States Jlook Coiqaniy. The niew

'conccrn lias fileci articles of incorporation witit
'NSccrctary of State o! New Jersey, and hiave a

capital of $3,250,000, witit headquarters in
4 New York City. 'Mr. Erastus Wxnîan auid
' () Johtn W. Loveii, tîvo o! tue principal stock-

liolders, are Canadians by birtit, the formter
being a native o! Peel Co., Ont., and thc latter

front M.ontreal. Assoc;aced Nvith tîtern are Horace KC. Thur-
ber, Saumuel Thomnas, Chester W. Chapin, Edward Lange, of
New York City ; 11. A. Donahue, o! Chticago; James D.
Safford, o! Springfield, Mass. ; and James A. Taylor, Plain.-
ield, Y. J.

Thtis Comnpany have secured the plates aîîd book stocks frotît
nîost of the leading publisiters in thte UJ.S., including Rluirat &
Co., Wortlîington Conmpany, W%. L. Allisoit, the Aidinie Jook
Comtpany, Poilard & ïNoss, Frantk ri. Loveil & Co., National
Pubiishing Comipany, G. W. Diilinghiam, Frank A. Mîunsey

C o., George Munro, Norman L. 'Munro, Dodd, Mend C o.,
ail o! New York; Estes & Lauriat, De Wolfe; Fiske &Co.,
and tite Aldine *Book Pubiishing Comnpany, of B3ostont; J. B.
Lyon, of Albany; flonohue & lenneblerry & Co, and
Belford, Cire&Co., of Chicago; J. B. Lippincott & Go.,
anti Iubbard Bros., o! Pîtiladeiphia; and will hereafter- virtu-
ally control the trade and prices o! standard wvorks in tho
United States and Canada. Several o! tite above btouses ]lave
sold titis Comxpany ail te plates of titeir leading standard
lines, and go out of the busintess. Tho Nvliolo o! titis business,
including that o! te Lovell's, lias become the propcrty of tho

United States Book Company. Thieir publication busi-
ness wiil bc condueted ia thiree large buildings on Worth St.,
New York. There is no question but tint the publishizag
business lias been run ait a loss by rnany firins for ycars, aîtd
a very inferior chass of book piaced on tho mtarket. he
cffect of this combination lias been to increase the prices of
ail the standard publications, and as titis Comnpany lias
no coinpetition thoy are nowv selling books ait highcer prices,
wvhicli yields thein a living profit. In% a cireular issued by
the United States Blook Comnpany they stato that wvhile their
new editions wvill be nîuch mnore expensive titan at prescrit,
the quality wiil be so inucli superior as to warrant the inercase
of price and that book buyers wviil be pleascd withi the
change.

WVe notified our nienbers sorne months ago tltroughi the
HOME KNOWVLEDGE REVJEWV, titat titis combination was being
fornied and tiî:t tlte.pricés of ail kinds of standard publica-
tions îvouid bc increased. We purchased sorne thousaîtds
of dollars wortlî of books in June last, in antilripation of
this incrfase, and were obliged to pay about 25 per cent.
mtore for titese books than we could have bouglit themn foi- a
few inontîts previously.

lIt consequence o! this advance in price wc are conipelled
to fall back to our original prices, and *would advise <our
custoniers to take advantage of these prices and stock their
libraries with the cheap editions of tito standardw~orks wlîile
tiîey eau be obtained, as after the present editions are exltausted
no inore of the cheaper editions wvill be printed, but higlier
priced one suljstitutcd. We shall of course continue to-seil
books lit proportionately iow prices, but it wili not be 'within
our power to supply tîte clheap editions as tlîey will iot, be
publisbed. On anlother page of titis 'Rnvxn.W will be founù
lista of the standard publications, including 12 nios vitiî our
prescrit prices, and wltilo tîtero is a sliglit advance we are stili1
selling books niuchi lowvcr titan tltey can be bouglît else'vii-r.

We liave gone ito titis matter rucier fuily in justicc to
ourselves as well as our inenbers, and we trust the positionî
'wiil be apprcciated, by ail].
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