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of alternating personalities, and abnermal states.  While it is
clear that our knowledge of subconscious mentation is still to be
developed, we must beware of rashly assuming tkat all varie-
tions from the normal waking condition are necessarily morbid.
The human race has reached no fixed or changeless idea; in
every direction there is evolution as well as disintegration. It
would be hard to find instances of more rapid progress, moral
and physical, than in certain important cases of cure by sugges-
tion—again to cite Auguste Voisin, Bérillon (in France),
Schrenck-Notzing (in Germany), Forel (in Switzerland), Van
Eeden (in Holland), Wetterstrand (in Sweden), Milne-Bramwell
and Lloyd Tuckey (in England). This is not the place for
details, but the vis medicatrix thus evoked, as it were, from the
depth of the organism is of good omen for the upward evolution
of mankind. A formidable range of phenomena must be scien-
tifically sifted before we effectually grasp a faculty so strange,
so bewildering, and for ages so inscrutable, as the direct action
of mind on mind. This delicate task needs a rigorous employ-
ment of the method of exclusion—a constant setting aside of
irrelevant phenomena that could be explained by known causes,
conscious and unconscious fraud. The inquiry unites the diffi-
culties inherent in all experimentation connected with mind,
with tangled human temperment, and with observations depend-
ent less on automatic record than on personal testimony. But
difficulties are things to be overcome even in the elusory branch
of research known as Experimental Psychology. It has becn
characteristic of the leaders among the group of inquirers con-
stituting the Society for Psychical Research to combine critical
and negative work with work leading to positive discovery.
To the penetration and scrupulous fair-mindedness of Professo.
Henry Sidgwick and of the late Edmund Gurney is largely due
the establishment of canons of evidence in psychical research,
which strengthen while they narrow the path of subsequent
explorers. To the detective genius of Dr. Richard Hodg-
son we owe a convincing demonstration of the narrow limits of
human continuous observation. It has been said that * Nothing



