
Dovorna?t Plants.

3. PROTOTAXITES, gen. nov. (Fgç. 4.)

Woody trunks qvitlb concen tric rings of growth and rnediflary
rays. Uclis of picurenchyma scarccly in regular scrice, thick-
wallcd, and cylindrical, witi az double series of sp)iral jibres.
Disc-structurc indistinct in the sp)ecimencs observ«d.

1 propose the above generie appellation for a tree hiaving the
spirally marked ceils eharacteristie of the genera flaxites and
Spiropitys of Goeppert, but differing fronm anv conifer known, to

mie in the cylindrical foi-n and loose argregation of the -%ood-
cils, as seen in the cross-section, in ~vihpartieular it more
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Fig. 4. .Prototaxitcs Logani. a, cross-section, niagnified 40 dianis.,
shlowing growth-line and rnedullary ray ; b, longitudinal
section (300 dianis.>; c, transverse section (300 diains.)

nearly resenibles the young succulent twigs of some modern
co-nifers than their mature wvood. A fine silicifled truuik of this tree
ivas brouglit froin Gasp)é by Sir W. B. Logan, anîd was shortly
described iii the 'Proceedings, of the Aierican Association' for
1856.


