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OUR -NATIONAL GAME:

BY à XATIV:E.

If au-y Ganadian were now asked, What is the national gaine of
Canada ? he would emphatically auswer,, Lacrosse.

That this gaine, coinparatively uiilnown until within the past
few years, shouldl have become so deservedly popular seenis almost
a wonder.

If ever any gaine lias been persecuted, abused, or belied by
envions rivais, Lacrosse has certainly been that gaine; and yet,
in spite of ail the opposition and ridicule it bas recelved froin the
adherents of older establishçdi sports-in spite of its being declared
unscientifie, and not at ail gentlemanly, by those whose notions
were rather prudish-this gaine lias, on account of its own intrinsie
merits, been adopted by young Canada as the national gaine of
our rising Dominion.

We do not want auy Jazy gaine; that requires littie or no exer-
tion on the part of those engaged in- playing it; and we want ne
gaine so scientifie that it cannot be participatedl in or appreciated
by the masses of oux people; but for oui national gaine -we -want
sucli a ou-e as -we have adopted-one -chat wiIl teach ou-r youth self-
reliance, temperance and sobriety-which will strengthen their
muscles, touglien their sinews, and inake them, eveïy way better
fitted to encounter the realities of life.

That this was the original idea of the gaine, as practised by the
I.ndians, there can ba no doubt. Lacrosse was their pastime,
their recreation ; but it was aise their training sehool for the
sterner realities they had to enconter.

If the Olymupian gaines of the Greekea were of service to thein in
training the youth of their country to feats of manly endurance
and sill, se that when the necessity arose for repelling the enemy
froin their soil, they were found to be equal to the emergency, of
how mxuch greater service to the rel umen was the noble pastime of
Lacrosse.

It was not played-as a superstitions rite, in- hou-oui of or te pro-
pitiate any great deity ; it enmbraced none, whatever, of the religions
element of the Greciau gaines, but it was instituted purely as a
mueau-s of amusement, and as one of the means of quickening and
strengthening the body, anad of accustoniing the young -waxriors to
close comnbht.

It -was einphatically a sport suited to the dovelopinent of the
noble red mau-; an-d if, is net surprising, as an oldl writer tells us,
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