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vour hive and set an empty box on it,
drive the bees up, divide quut equal, put
orfe pait with queen in new hive on old
stand, the other part pat back in old bhive
and move to a new stand,  In twenty-one
days repeat the operation, only pat all the
bees in new hive, set the old hive at the
side of your apiary until the bees have
removed the houey, then cut out the old
combs and put them into the wax ex-
tinctor. A, D, ALLax,
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In November issue the editor makes
some comments on Mr. Holme's article,
read at the Buffulo Convention, concern-
ing bee-keeping in Canada, ete., in which
wmy name is mentioned as deserving honor-
able mentioa in assisting to sceure Foul
Brond legislation, and asking for a few
facts as a matter of history., This, as
promised in a former issue, I fully intend
doing, but the article will of necessity be
a tritle longer than 1 can at present find
time to write.

What I desire now to state, is in regard
to Mr. Holtermann’s other request, viz.,
information as 10 the time when bees,
movable frames and Italian queens were
first brought inte any particular locality,

As my younger days were spent at
will with
pleasure state that my first swarm of
mitive ot black bees, was purchased in

E June 1864, and was hived direetly into one

of Rev. L. L. Langstroth’s obsery ing hives
and said hive, not however conta.ning the

¥ .ame identical swarm, occupies a position

in my home apiary in Stratford to-day.
In October of the same year, 1 purchazed
fiom Messys. Langstroth & Son, who were

'  at that time vesiding in Oxford, Butler
E Co., Ohio, an Italian queen, paying for
E .ame the reasonable sum of ten dollars,

they having been sold the same springand

B sunmer for ftitteen and twenty dollars
§ crch. This queen was duly received per
£ express, the charges for such carvriage

being $1.25. She arrived in prime con-

B dition, aud was sueecessfully introduced,
B nuch in the same manner as is employed

® to-day, by the candy proeess, except that
B the hole in the cage contained a small cork,
j aswhen veeeived, queen and her attendants
f were subsisting on houney coutained in a
g small picee of comb. First of all, the
E black queen was removed and the cage
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with escorts Taid upon the top of the
frames with a picee of string attached to
the cork stopper, Toag enough to veach the
ontride of the hive, nud three or four
hours afterwards, when the eolony had be-
come settled and darkness prevailed (it
was about 9 o'clock p. m.) the string was
cautionsly pulled until the cork was out of
the eage and the hive then lett sevevely
atlone, the actual result of said intro-
duction not being known until the spring,
when I had the long looked for satistucetion
of not only secing yonng Italizns throngh
the glass sides of the hive, but also saw
them tlying the fiest fine days in Mareh and
April.  As a matter of conrse, I then, and
gtill consider myself one of the tirst intro-
ducers of Italian blood into Canada, as
also among those who began apiculture
after the fashion of the Langstroth
principle. I am at the same time pertectly
well awave that there are others, but as a
matter of history 1 prefer hearing through
the colnmus of the Canadian Bee Journal,
these actual experience coupled with data,
as [ am perfeetly preparved to substantiate
by letters received from the late Mr.
Langstroth, all I have stated above. You
will therefore perceive, that my first ex-
perience in bee-keeping took place thirty-
three years ago, and yet I am by no means
an old “duffer” yet.

I must not however, in my enthusiasm
endeavor to have the impression ereated,
that I have always been constantly en-
aaged in the pursuit all those years, as
when I left the parental roof to seek my
fortune elsewhere, my small apiary, con-
sisting of about half-a-dozen hives, was
disposed of to Mr. Morrison Hall, sn uncle
of mine, who is still a resident of Sarnia,
amd who had previous to my fivst purchase
kept bees, and has never yet been without
some colonies,  On my again resuming the
pursuit, I came into possession of the
original observing hive, which is to-day
in a first-class state of preservation, and
with the addition of a new roof, has re-
ceived little or no repaiting, although
several coats of paint have sinee been
added. Asfaras can learn bees were
kept in that locality eight or ten years
prior to 1864, but not te any great extent
an:l then only in box hives.

I have an old serap book which con-
tains articles on bee-keeping, written by
Rev. . F. Clatke, for the old Canada
Farmer and also clippings_from_various
papers pablished in the United States
years ago, and a copy of the American Bee
Jowinal wlen first published by the late
Samuel Wagne , and can thercfore look
back with pleasuie and profit to the many



