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Mr White’s absurd caricature of Catholic practices.—
true mcamn{; of superstition —His Misrcpresentation of
the nature of repentance, and of (asting —his jnsidious
sttack upon the Rofen breviary.—~its real tendenoy the
opposite to that charged upon’it by Mr. Winte'—his
talsc account of our doctrine respecting good works, —
aur doctrine truly stated. —presuroption of Luther.—~do-
tence of celibacy and religious vows.~—Conclusion.

Mn. Wirre having advanced, in the conclu-
ston of histhird Diologue, that every Catholic
“‘must become a wweak, superstitious being,” if noy
a violent and bigotted persecutor—pioceeds in the
heginning of the fourth to atttempt some proof of
hisassertion, For this purpase he collects together
a number of pious practices of Catholics, and some
which probably no (‘atholic ever thought of; and
mixes them up in onc monstrous caricature ofa
““Romanist retiring (o bed at night.”” He falsely
asserts that the Catholic Church encourages a su-
perstitiors state of mind similar to that which
makes people afraid of witches, charms, omens,
a1 such things; and we must say, that if Mr,
White’s account of Catholic practices were any
thing like truth, there would be some ground for
the assertion, But what are the practices he des-
eribes, and what does he wish his rcader to infer?
“¥c cannot afford space for a copy of his picturs,
though it wonld be highly amusing to a (?atho!ic
to see how Mr. White has ridiculously worked it
up. These, howevcr, are the leading features: the
R wnanist lights up two candles near his crucifix,
heats his breast till it rings again—takesa skull
out of a cupboard and kisses ! gives bhimselfa
oliscipline, mutters several prayers, turning to every
picture in hisroom, sprinkles the hed and room
with holy water to keep the devil off, ard to wash
away his own venial sins, which, according to Mr.
White, holy water hus the power of clearing away:
then he hasan Agnus Dei made in a mould, says
“Mr. White, “not unlike a large butter-pat;** what
he does with this, Mr, White omits to tell us, but
he says that every kiss impressed upon it strikes
off the amount of fifty or an hundred days from the
bt he has to pay inpurgatory. Then he feels for
hisrosary and  scapular about his neck, says a
prayer to his good angel, and makes the sign of the
cross the last thing. 'These are some of the strokes
in Mr. White’s laboured caricature; upon which
we shall briefly remark: 1st,—That many of the
practices may be done with a proper intention, and
asgist a person toretire to rest in a Christian man-
ner; particularly begging the pruyers and protec-
tion of our guordian angel, and the holy sign of the
«<rass, which has begn in use from the very days of
the Apostles. 24,—Thatthe use of holy water is
very ancicnt inthe Church, as a means of draw-
ing” down a blessing of God, which we hope to ob-
tain through the Amtycrs which the Church has ap-
pointed to be used in blessing it;hut that we do not
helieve, as Mc. White falsely asserts, that holy
water hasany power in itself, or spiritual virtue
to wash away cven venial sins. 8d,—That no

inus Catholic considers that any outward ceremon-
Yes or practices canavail him, without true repen-
tance'for his sing, without faith, hope, charity, and
careful keaping of all the commandments; so that
he will nnt neglect prayer, self examination, med-
itationand spiritual reading, which Mr. Whitetakes
care not to mention; and that if to these he joins
outward mortifications or « eremonics, they are on-
1y adopted as helps fo interior devotion, or exnress-
ons of it.  -th,—Tat kissing an ﬂgmts Det will
not free us from purgatory; and that kissing a skull
1s 1 new “way of cherishing the remembrance of

death, which we neverheard of before.
Ard from the above ridicnlous caricatore of re

ligious practices, scarco one of whichis held by
any Catholic as essential to religion; and all of
which we feel confident are not practised by any
one Catbolic in the world, Mr. White attemptsto

infer, that we ““must become weak, superstitious)
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beings!?*  Superstition, properly defined, is ¢ an
cxcessive and superfluous worship, by whicheither!

sovereign honouris given to the creature, or in an!

undue mnanner to the Creator.” O
have the word superstition 6o continually in_their

mouths against our religious practices, without:

knowing what they really mean by the term,
it is necessary to lay down its meaning accurately,
and then weare not afraid for our practices to be
tried by it. None of our authorized religious cere-
monies or practices render sovereign honour to the
creature; wo pay to relics, images, &c. no more
than a relative honour, as memorials of Christ and
his saints;nor by any of them do we adore the
Creator in an undue manner, thatis, ina manner
which he hag not appointed, cither himsclf, or by
those who have authority from him, and which con-
sequently is not pleasing to him. We are ready
to shew that our religious practices are grounded
upon Scripture, and the universal practice of anti-
quity, am} approved by the Church of God, which
hasauthority to guide us, and if otber praclices
are inuse notso grounded and approved, orif those
that are approved are notperformed in the proper
manner by any individuals, the Church is not
answorable for them. She does all m her power
{o confine these practices within proper and salu-
tary limits. Many decrecs of councils might be
uoted, to prove how desirous the pastors of the

hurch have been to prevent superstitions : we
shall confine oursclves to a decree of the Council
of Mecklin in 1670, and select it because its lan-
guage is remarkably apphicable to Mr. White’s
picture of the Romanists. *“ Let not the faithful
rashly give credit to certain books circulated or
even printed with privilege, which from li?fbg and
superstitous  causes, and uncerfain revelations,
promise immoderate and unjusly exorbitant in-
dulgences ; particularly if they promise deliver-
ance from certain effects, that 1s, from dangers of
gwords, torments, horses, plague, or certain deliv-
erance from purgatory.”

It was to be cxpected after this, that Mr.
‘White would misrepresent our virtuo of pennance.
He has the boldness to assert, that thoygh Catholics
believe the atonement of Christ sufficient to save
them from hell, they do not believe it enough to save
them from a temporal punishment of sin, Thus he
calumniously insinuates, that Catholicsdo uot be-
liese in the all-sufficiency of the atonement of
Christ; but hopc tontone themselves for what descr-
ved temporal punishment, by voluntury sufferings
oftheir own, iudependent of the satisfaction of
Christ.  If this were Catholic doctrine, Mr. White
might well write a ¢“Preservative® from it. Butwe
are of opinion, thatthe man who could thus know-
ingly misropresent the crepd in which he was ed-
ucafed, and of which ke was an appointed preacher,
would find equal repm to condemn the great Apostle
himself, for he says of himself, that he ‘fills up
those things that are wanting of the sufferings of
Christ in his flesh,” &c.SECuloss. i,24.) We
shonld be glad to hear Mr. S hite’s explanation of
that passage: but meantime we can assure his read-
ers, whatf\’!r, ‘White knew whes hc wrote perfectly
well,—that the doctrineof the Catholic Church is
very far from being thus jnjurious to the merits of
Christ. What we call satigfactipn, isnothing else
than an application of the infinito satisfaction of,
Jesus to our souls. We believe that the atunement
of Christ was full aud infinite in value; that he off-
ered a superabundant satisfaction for our sius,
more than sufficient to atone for all that they des-
erved, both temporal and eternal,  But Ae can ap-
ply this satisfaction o us as he &:Iawcs; cither by
abolishsng oursins entirely, an
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Gue to them;~or, by removing the eternol pamsh.
{ment, and still leaving us to indure some temporal
‘suﬁ‘cnn&s. The first method, we believe him to
luse in Baptism, but the sccond frequently in re.
gard of the sins we commitafier Baptism. e re.

uires some temnporal punishment to hold us to the
line of duty, and it is to fulfil this cbligation, thatwe
undergo certain painful works which we vall aatis.

Our adversaries,. Sactory, These reserved pumshments do not pro
!

ceed fram any deficiency in our Saviours’s payment,
but from a certain order which he himself has €s-

that! tablished for the application of his atonement to o

souls, Qur salvatioh is alithe work of his mercy
and grace, firstand Just: what we do by his grace.
18 not less his, thon what he sdoes himself by his
own absolute wil; and we only hope, through
his merits, for our works to prove satisfactory.
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| To be Continued *

S I STt r——
Original
DIVINE CHARITY.

Vain, but for thee, O charity, had been
Creatton’s wondersall : por ouglst had pleased
In all this upiverse immense display’d
With suns und moons so bright, and twinkiing stars,
And inily glitt’ring glories, strew’d grofusc
O’cr the azure arch, illimitably spread :
Not all this fabric vast, extemnal reard,—
IWith all th’ enchanting scenes its sphere cofolds,
Could cheer the drooping mind ; or ought smpart
To move our smiles, or wake the heart to joy.
Ev’n rcason’s ray, that chicfdeljghting sbines,
Would pain, but through th; milder medium secn,
The aching sight, and scorch the frenzied brain—
Thus fierce it flames, and scorching on the. &1 ht
Of those unblest, whom wilful gailt bas plac

+  Beyond the bounds extreme, and limits fir'd
Of thine and mercy’s realms ; where patient hope.
With heav’n ward looks.expectant, still sojourns.—~
But O, how goodly all, and gladsome smiles
The seepe within thy sacred influence spread !
What visiops there of ever varying bliss ;
A e A on by, giong shunes reveal'd

o ie ay’n thy shipes

To th%se all beautjou baslnng:gn tye blazo
Of Qeity disclos’d ; whoou their ai
The glowing wonders of his bosam bares.—
Till all, in bright armay, like mirrors purc
His Light essential, back reficoting send.
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