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sclves deeply concerned in precepts with which in sion of heaven be a palace with many gates :bul}
reality we have little or nothing to do.  And itis of the countless varitty of paths. by which Chiris-1
no imputation cast on the wisdom or goodness of (ﬁans seck to arrive atit, some mustsurely be more |
Gud, to assert that all parts of the Seriptures are not Idirccl. and safe than others : it is therefore*our duty,
cqually‘inteliigible to all men, because thisisa de- .at the sume time that wo poiut outlo our weaker’
fect (if wemay use such an expression in treating of brethren the bigh prize of theis calling, and teach’
such asubject) which arises from the natural con- .them duly to appreciate its value, it is our duty, 1
dition of things, and for which the natural condi- isay to place them, if we cau,. in that line of faith!
tion of things supplies a remedy. Tor the same andpractice which we ourselves believe to be the Iscens of even more lamentable confusion than they
diversity of talents and education which renders safest aud the best.” Jdo al present. Nor is there any thing surprising
some men better qualified than others to understand © After deseribmg the exertions of the Society, |in this contradittion between their practice and
and interpret the bible, provides also a resource for . whose cause he advocales, he procecds thus Hprofessions.  Itis the incvitable consequence, when
the jgnorant, in the assistance which they may de- | If Christiunity is to be propagated at all, it jmen rise in opposition to legitimate authordly, anu
tive from the sludies of the more discerning and ;mustbe in some particular form of profession : as arrogate to themselves the. very authority which
more learned of their brethren.”’ ‘to what thisform sheuld be, mankind are divided in 1they have disclaimed in others. .

Many remar’.s will crowd on the md of the {opinion, The bible, it is tiue, is the standard by As to the two societics, it is casy to predict them
Catholic while he peruses this passage - we shall no- | Which they are to be judged of : but if every manljfate. o dcfiance of the efforts of Mr. Bloomficll
fice one.  Mr. Bloomfield tells us, that the obscu- |is (o be left without help or guidance to construct iand his colleagues, he bible socicty will continu
sity of passages in Floly Writ arises from thenatu- his own creed from the Bible, we know that anjtocelipse ifs orthodox antagonist. 1t is founded vu
wal condution of things, aud that tho natural condi  endless diversity of belicf will ensue, and that a1l | principles more cangenial to the public opinion . il~
tion of things supplics a remedy. The natural con- cannotberight. W believe that in all points of linterests are espoused and propagated with greates
Maon of thangs is a happy expression : but let us importauce, the dactrine and regunen of our church lenthusiasm : and the meetings of its auniliary soci
puttt 1o the test, and sec how well it applies in the ‘are scriptural and primitite ; and that therefore our f eties afford more numerous opportuniics to young
jresent instance. The Church of Englang, as profession is thetrue oue.  Itis possible that we may land would-be orators, to display their eloquence fv
every one knows, is engaged ina controversy with |be mistaken, Lut that does not affect the present lan applauding auditory.  Butin a few ycars the
the Independents on the divinity of Christ, We question.  As longas we believe that we are right, 'icharm of novelly will have warn away 5 andat will
nill take the two celebrated texts, 7 and my futher  and that others are wrong, that is, aslong as we are: aradually sink into the obscurity and insiguificance
areone. The Father is greater than I. ~Either  conscientious members of our own establishiment, it} which have so long been the lot of the Society fu
of these texts, taken separately, isin appearance ,would bedifficult to select any charitable iustitution, | prometing Christian knowledge.
casy to be understood.  Place them by each ou,cr,!;“hich has equal claims upon our liberality with )
and they become obscure. Does the obscurity ;that whose ebject is to promote the cause, and pro-'; Copy of a Lettre vnto Mastyr Hawkyna:, Ambas -
arise from the condition of things? No : it arises .pagate the blesings of genuine Christianity, by i sadour with the Emprars Magestie.
from the apparent coutradiction between thew, " pulting into the hands of the lov er classes of society! [From the Iarleian MSS.—8ce Archacologia.]
whenee it is necessary {0 explain one by the other, the volume of Holy Writ, and by teaching them fo.  «yy my wost hartic wise I commende me unto
though neither affurds any clue by which you may understand the mystery of Godliness in thal sense, i'you and even so woulde be right gladd to here ¢

condition of things:” for otherwise they could nat
excuse their rebellion against hier authority, But
in practice they explain the Scripturc themselves.
according to their own tradition, preserved in their
respective creeds, confessions, aud arlicles, And
this also isin the ¢ uatural cordition of things:" for
otherwise their Churches could not be preserved.
They would foll into fragments . they would ofler a

discover the origin of the difficulty. But then,, in achich so many pious und learned men have for
<ays Mr, Bloomfield, the condition of things sup-y S0 nany ages corcurred.” . 18.

plics aremedy in the assistance to be derived from !, Is this then the result of the veformation; of that
wmen of talents and education. But ifmen of talents, glorious work which was to bring back men to the
.nd cducation, disagree, where is the remedy 2>, profession of genuine Christianity 7 Is this the re-
‘I'he minister of the Church of England will give: sult, that no man canbe certain whether he follow
me one explanation, the mimsier of the indeperdent |, the true religion of €hrist or not 2 Yes; so it is.—
congregation another. Both way be supposed men ; The reformationhas <f left every indisidual to cou-
of education, both blessed with talents.  Truly in, struct his own creed from the Bible 7 or if it has
this case the remedy, as is vulgarly said, will; afforded him “hLelp and guidauce,” it is the help
prove worse than the discase : it will make obscuri-, and guidance of men fallible Like himsclf. Hence

ty more obscure., . I'it has stripped religion of certainty ; it kas reduced
Mr. Bloomfield pro- eeds in the language of Ca-{ it tn u were matter of conjecture. Though the

tholic polemics. most learned man ¢ believe that his profession is

““ But to say that the bible, when put info the the true one,” yet he knows, as Mr. B. observes,
hands of the unlearned, requires no comment nor i< that it is possible he may be mistaken. But
explanation, is to say that no important passagcs:i_\vherc dothe Scriptures give lo thercligion of Christ
of Scriptures can be misundersiood by the sincere - these attributes of doubt and undertainty ¥
inquir‘ors :nﬂc.r truth : and yet all the numbcrlcss,i AMr. B. tells us, that the object of the Sociely is
sects into which the Christian world is divided, if. 1o propagate genuine Clristianity, by putting the
questioned as to the authority on which they ground bible into the hauds of the Jower classes, and
their contrary doctrines, refer us to the bible.”? :<“ teaching thom to understand it in that seuse in

1ieis, however, soon compelled 10 adapt that Jan- |, which so many pious aud learncd men have for o
guage of uncerfainty and conjecture which has’ many ages concurred i that is, in plain English,
arisen from (he first, the fundamental principle of by interpreting the Bible according to the tradition
the reformation, and the consequent divisions of ;iof the ecstablished Church, This is not the lan-
those who have left the Catholic comnmunion to fol- :'guagc, but it is, and always bas been, the practice
oo different and ofien conteadictory systems of yof the Prolestants. They declaim, indeed, against
belief,  Ile says . ‘the Church of Rome, for explaining the Scripture

Tt is uot_for us to delermine, whether the man- 'acgording to tradition. “This is in *“the natural
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your welfare, &c.  Thes be to advertise you that
inasinoche as you nowe and than take somne paynes
'tn wrifyng unto me L woulde be lothe you shuld
thyuke your Labour utter)y lost and forgotten for
Iake of wrytyng agayne, therefore and bycause |
“reken you be somedele desirous of suche newis as
hath byn here with us of late in the Kyngis graces
‘matiers, T cntend to enforme you a parte thercolac -
“cordyng {o the tenurc and ' purporte vsyd m thatbe-
half.  Ande fyrste as towehyng the small determy -
nacion and concludying of the Matter of devorse
‘betwene my Lady Kateren aud the Kings gace.
whiche said maiter after the Coavocacionin that
behalf hadde determyned and aggreed accordyny
to the former consent of the Vniversities, yt wa~
thowght convenient by the Kyng and his lernyd
_councell that Tshuld repayre unto Dunstable, which
ys within iiij myles vato Amptell where the said
.Lady Katheren kepeth her howse, and there to call
her before e, 1o here the fynall Sentance in this
,said mateir.  Notwithstandying she would not att
lall obey thereunto, for whau she was by, Doctour
Lee cited to appefar] by adaye she utterly refused
:the same, sayinge that inasmeche as her cause was
{before the Pope-she would Lave uone other Judge.
iand therfore would not take me for herJudge. Ne-
ivcglhclcss the viijth deye of Maye, accordyng to the
'snid appoyntment, I came vnlo Dunstable, my
i Lopde of Lyncoln, heyng assistanic vnlo me, and
'my Yorde of Wyncchester, Doctour Bell, D. Clay




