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was held in York on the27th December, 1561,
when Queen Elizabeth, who was suspicious of
their gecracy, sent an crmed foree to dissslve
the meoting. A copy is still preserved of the
regulations which were adopted by a similar
assembly held m 1663, on the festival of St.
John the Evangelist ; and in these regulations
it is declared that the private Jodges ghall give
an account of all their acceptations made dur-
mg the year to the General Agsembly. Ano-
ther regulation, however, adopted at tho same
time, still more explicitly acknowledges the
existence of a General Assembly as the go-
verning body of the fraternity. It is there
provided, ¢that for tho future, the said frater-
nity of Freomasons shall boe regulated and
govemed by one Grand Master and as many

Vardens as the said society shall think fit to
appoint at every Annual General Assombly.*

And thus the interests of the institution con-
tinued until the beginning of the eighteenth
century, or for neatly eight hundred years, to
be entrusted to thoso General Assemblies of
the fraternity, who, without distinction of rank
or office, annually met at York to legislate for
the government of the craft.

But in 1717, a new organization of the go-
verning nead was adopted, which gavebirth
to the establishment of a Grand Lodge, in the
form in which these bodies now exist. So
important a period in the history of Masonry
demands our special attention.

After the death, in 1702, of King William,
who was himself a Mason, and a great patron
of the craft, the institution began to languish,
the lodges decreased 1n number, and the Ge-
neral issemb]y wag entirely neglected for
many years. A few old lodges continued, it
is true, to meet regularly, but they consisted of
only a few members,

At length, on the accession of George I.,
the Masons of London and its vicnity seter-
mined to revive the annual communications
of the society. There were at that time only
four lodges in the south of England, and the
mernbers of these, with several old Brethten,
met in February, 1717, at the Apple Tree
Tavem, in Charles street, Covent Garden,
and organized by putting the oldest Master
Mason, who was the Master of a lodge, in the
chair ; they then constituted themselves into
what Anderson calls, “a Grand Lodge pro
tempore ;> resolved to hold the annual assem-
bly and feast, and then to choose a Grand
Master.

According‘l(, on the 24th of June, 1717, the
assembly and feast were held ; and the oldest
Master of a lodge being in the chair, a list of
candidates was presented, out of which -Mr.
Anthony Sayer was clecte | Grand Master, and
Capt. Jogeph Elliott and Mr. Jacob Lamball,
Grand Wardens.

The Grand Master then commanded the
Masters and Wardens of lodges to meet the
Grand Officers every quarter, in communica-
tion, at the place he should appoint in his
summons sent by the Tiler.

This was, then, undoubtedly, the com-
mencement of that organization of the Mas-
ters and Wardens of” Lodges into a Grand
Lodge, which has ever since continued to
exist.

The fraternity at large, however, still con-
tinued to claim the right of being present at
the Annual Assembly ; and, 1n fact, at that
meeting, their punctual attendance at tne
next Annual Assembly and feast was recom-
mended

At the same meeting it was yesolved ¢that
the privilege of assembling as Masons, which
had” been hitherto unlimited, should be
vested in certain lodges or assemblies of Ma-

sons convened in certun places; and that
every Lodge to be herenfter convened, except
the four old lodges at this tite existing, should
be legally anthorized to act by a watrant from
the Grand Master for the time being, granted
to cortain individuals by petition, with the
consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge
in communication ; and that, without such
warrant, no lodge should horeafter be deemed
reguldr or constitutional.”

n_consequence of this regulation, several
new lodges received Warrants of Constitation,
and their Masters and Wardens were ordered
to attend tho communicativns of the Grand
Lodge. The Brethren at large vested all their
privileges in the four old lodges, in trust that
they would never suffer the old charges and
landmarks to bo infringed ; and the old lodges,
in return, agreed that the Masters and War-
dens of every new lodge that might be cousti-
tuted, should be permitted to share with them
all the privileges of the Grand Lodge, except
precedence of rank. The Brethren, says Pres-
ton, considered their further attendance at the
meetings of the gociety unnecessary after these
regulations were adopted ; and, therefore,
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The accompanying illustration is the Offi-
cial Seal of the Grand Lodge of Canada, which
is a very artistic and emblematic design, and
reflects great credit on the taste of the execu-
tive of the Grand Lodge of Canada. On the
dexter side of the shield are the arms of the
speculative masons, and on the sinister side
the vperative, with the Canadian beaver. Each
of our future numbers will be illustrated with
sketches of masonic antiquities, seals, and
other devices, which we trust will prove inte-
resting to our readers.

We have much pleasure in being enabled
to inform our readers that two new lodges,
both under the Grend Lodge of Canada, have
been recently organized in Lower Canada;
one in the city of Montreal by our French
Canadian brethren, under the designation La
Loge Jacques Cartier, the other at Melbourne,
Eastern Townships, called St. Fraacis Lodge,
both have our best wishes for success. We
learn that at Melbourne twelve candidates
were, 0y dispensation, admitted members at
the first regular communication,
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trusted implicitly to their Masters and War-
dens for the government of the craft; and
theneeforward the Graud Lodge has been
composed of all the Masters and Wardens of
the subordinate Lodges which constitute the
jurisdiction.

The ancient right of the craft, however, to
take a part in the procecdings of the Grand
Lodge or Annual Assembly, was fully ac-
knowledged by a new regulation, adopted about
the same time, in which it is declared that all
alterations of the Constitutions must be pro-
posed and agreed to, at the third quarterly
communication preceding the annuval feast,
aad ¢ be offered also to the perusal of all the
Brethren before dinuer, even of the youngest
Entered Apprentice.”®

This regulation has, however, become ob-
solete, and the Annual Assembly of Masons
has long since ceased to be held; the Grand
Lodges having, since the beginning of the
eightcenth century, assumed the form and
organization which they still preserve, as
strictly representative bodies.

(7% be Continued.)
* General Regulations, art. xxxIx,
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A peution for a dispensation to hold a lodge
at Sherbrooke has been received by the D. G.
M. of the G. L. of C. We believe that the
prayer of the petition has been granted, and
that ere our present number will have been
jssued a regular lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons will have been established in the
flourishing capatal of the Eastern section of tho
Lower Province.

We shall be at all times happy to exchange
with our contemporaries, more cspecially with
such of those as are like ourselves, ¢ Ma-
sonic3” and trust that our brethren of the
fourth estate will have no cause to complain
of any want of courtesy on the part of the
Canadian Masonic Pioneer.

We shall be glad to make amangements
with any Brothers in Eastern or Western Ca-

nada, in the Eastern Provinces, or in the United
States, to act as Agents forthe Pioneer.

We trust our brethren in Upper Canada will
encourage us both in a literary and pecunial
punt of view, we have mailed copies of this
our first number to many on whose support we

have reason to reckon and trust they will not
disappoint us.



