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GOOD TEMPLAR SEMI-JUBILEE IN
JRELAND.

Tae twenty-fifth anniversary of the
planting of Good Templary in Ireland
has just heen celebrated by a series of
services and meetings. Special ser-
mons were preached at Antrim,
Armagh, Belfast, Coleraine, Cork,
Dublin, Dungannon, Castlederg, Lis-
burn, Larne, Londonderry, and Porta-
down, and week-day demnnstrations
were held in these and other towns,
addressed by Irish Grand Lodge and
other officers, and fraternal deputations
were present from England and Scot-
land, consisting of Bro. Councillor
Malins, R. W.G.Co., G.C.T. of England,
and Sis. Mrs, McKinnon, R.W.G.V.T,
(Dunifries), and Bro, Rev. D Mac-
Kellor, G.Co., of Scotland, Among
the Irish members taking part were
Bros, Rev, J. W, M'Laughlin, G.Chap.,
Rev, James Cregan, G.Co., Rev. W,
H. Robinson, Rev. W, J. Macatulay,
B.A, P.G.C.T, Rev. A. McKinlay.
Rev. C. D. Crookshanks, Rev. W,
Gatchell, D.D.,, Rev. W. Florance,
Rev, F. Robinson, Rev. S. Harding,
P.G.8.J.T., W. R, Semple, G.Sec., and
the Chairman of the Irish Congregat-
fonal Union, and Rev. John Pyper, the
flrst G.C.T. of Irelund. The Scotch
deputation addressed mectings in
various parts for a week, and Bro,
Councillor Malins also addressed the
great meeting at Londonderry on
October 24, and the reception and
denmunstration in Belfast on October
25, when Bro. Rev. John Pyper pre-
sided, It was veported that there
were now over 175,000 members in the
United Kingdow in over 3,500 adult
lodges and juvenile temples, meeting
weekly.~ Ewxchange.
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PROHIBITION IN NEW ZEALAND.

We have received a copy of a hill
denling with the liquor traffic, which
has passed the House of Represent-
ativesin the Parlinment of New Zealand
and goes to the Legislative Council.
Friends of Temperance are hopeful of
its finnl passage. Some of its promin-
ent features will be of interest to our
readers, [t iz provided that at each
general election for the House of
Reprosentatives in the colony, there
shall be submitted to the electors the
question of how the liquor traffic is to
be afterwards dealt with. A ballot is

prepared by marking which, each voter} ¥

indicates which of three courses he
desires followed :— (1) A continuance of
the existing number of licenses; (2)
A reduction in the number of licenses;
(8) The aholition of all licenses in the
electoral district ; (4) The abolition of
all licenses in the colony.

If & majority of the votes cast are
favourable to a continuance of the
existing licenses, the number of
licenses remains as hefore, subject to

the ordinary provisions of the License
Act,

If a majority of ballots are in favour
of a reduction of licenses, then a
reduction shall be made by the license
Committee of not less than ten per
cent, nor more than twenty-five per
cont of the number of existing licenses,
provided that some reduction must
always be made, If three-fifths of the
ballots are in favor of no license heing
issued in the district, this decicion shall
govern the Licensing Committee,

If three-fifths of the ballots are in
favor of prohibition in the colony, then
prohibition shafl go into force not
sooner than one year after the voting.

The bill of course contnins a good
deal of detail in reference to voting,
the machinery for carrying out the
law ete. Voters may mark their
ballots in favour of three out of four
of the propositions, so that in every
election prohibitionists have a good
opportunity of making some definite
progress in suppressing the liquor
traffic.

The decision of the voters holds good
until the next general election,
provided that such general election is
held more than two ycars after the
preceding. Otherwise the decision of
the preceding election remains in force
till the second general elections there.
after. Mr. Walkerof the New Zealand
Alliance, has expressed his expectation
that the measure will pass the Upper
House without mutilation, It passed
its third reading in the House of
Representatives by a unanimous vote.

MEDICAL OPINION.

The Royal Commission upon the
Liquor Traffic sent out a series of
questions to medical men in Canada,
making enquiry regarding certain
phases of the liquor question. An-
swers were received from 1457,
answers wete classified by the Com-
mission and the resuits published in a
table in the report. The questions
were not probably exactly such as a
prohibitionist would have framed. So
far as they go however, thay elicit a
good deal of interesting tinformation,
Subjoined we give the question in full,
following each one by the classification
matde by the Commission of the replies
received.

Question 1. Is it your practice to

prescribe alcohol in any of its forms—
spirituous or fermented?

()} For persons in health,
(b) For sick persons.

Answers, Affivmative (»)

(b) 1,311
Negntive (n) 1,319
(b) 73
Replies indefinite (n) 1:
(b) 68
No reply (a) 30

{(b)

Question 2. In your opinion, has

the practice of preseribing alcohol
increased or decreased of late years ?

These ;

Answers, Affirmative 1,008
Negative 287
Replies indefinite 84
No reply 18

Queation 6. In your opinion, is the
use of intoxicating beverages, in
moderation, injurious to health and to
an, nctive condition to the mind and
body ?

Answers. Affirmative 001
Negative . 430
Indefinite replies 95
No reply 22

Question 7. In  your opinion, and
judging from your experience, what
percentage of deaths is attributable to
the use of intoxicating beverages?

(n) Directly.
(b) Indirectly

Answers.,  Under 109, () 431
102 to 20 ) ag:)
% Lo 20 (a >
oo
) o° to d% a
. % (b) 59
Over 507, (a, 6
b) 0
Replies indefinite  (a) 632
No reply (%) 314
o re a
Py (b) 3807

Question 8, In your opinion, does
the use of intoxicating beverages
increase the number of insane persons ?

Answers, Affirmative 1,052
Negative 228
Replies indefinite 124
No reply &

DRINK CAUSED MORTALITY.

(Frox MIiNORITY ROYAL COMMISSION
REPORT.)

The proportion of deaths directly and

indirectly due to intemperance it is, of

course, impossible accurately to

estimate. Sir Benjamin Ward Rich-

ardson, the eminent English Physician,
gives his views on this point in the
following terms:—

“It is difficult to calculate the
, precise mortality from alcohol, because
we have never yet fully diagnosed all
the evils leading to disease and death
which spring from it. For example,
up to this time we have not added
the niortality due to alcoholic par-
alysis in the large computations from
which our results have been drawn.
Some years ago, from the hest data I
could obtain, I estimated that in
England and Wales the mortality from
alcohol was 50,000 per annum, an
estimate fairly conflemed by other
observers who have made enquires of
an important and dependent character.
Admitting its correctness, this es-
timate makes the mortality from
alcohol to be about one-tenth of the
whole mortality. ”

Dr. Norman Kerr, a distinguished
English physician, has made an
exhaustive study of this question and
published the same in n work entitled
“Mortality of Intemperance.” He
tells that he commenced the investiga-
tion with the avowed object of
demonstrating and exposing the utter

Angwers. Increased 227 | fulsity of the tee-total assertion that
Decr;aused 23| 80,000 drunkards die every year in the
g&gfig'i‘t%ereplie s }g United Kingdom. From his statement
No reply 18 | thefollowing is taken:—*1thas beenmy

Question 3, In your opinion, could
any substitute for alcohol be used
which would he equally effective?

Answers. Affirmative 202
Negative 1,005
Replies indefinite 57
No reply 1

Question 4. Can you state approxi-
mately, what percentage of the cases
ou attend may be attributed to the
use of spirituous or fermented liquors ?

Answers. Under 107, 023
107 to 207 89

207, to 50% 38

Over 509 10

Replies indefinite 480

No reply 208

Question 5. In your orinion. and
making allowance for the intemperate

classes. would the general health of the
population he improved total
abstinence from the use of inoxicating
beverages ?

painful duty to compute the mortality
from inehriety within our borders, and
the estimate which, after careful in-
quiry, I was enabled to lay beforeseveral
scientific and learned societies was
pronounced ‘moderate’ and ‘within the

3|truth’ and has never been seriously

disputed. There is, first, the number

United Kingdomn from personal alco-
holic inebriety, which I reckon at
w'(m."

The late 8ir Andrew Clark, physician
to the Queen, said:— *“I do not desire
to make out a strong case, I am
speaking solemnly and carefully in the
presence of truth, and I tell youI am
considerably within the mark when I
say to you that in going the rounds of
my hospital wards to-day, seven out of
qvery ten owed their illness to alcohol.™

of deaths occurring annually in the)Th

Speaking out of the experience of
twenty-flve years, during which he had
to inquire into the habits in relation to
the health of 10,000 people » year, he
said that he had found alcohol to be
“not only a not helper of work, but a
certain hinderer to work.” that out
of every hundred patients under his
charge in the London hospital 70 per
cent of them owed their ill-health to
alcohol;” and that “more than three-
fourths of the disorders in what we
call fushionable life arise from the use
of this very drug. ”

In 1800 a very interesting investiga-
tion was made made in the United
States. The editors of two medical
journals, having wide acquaintance
among leading men of the profession,
were requested to select a number of
prominent medical authorities in
various parts of the country, to whom
was submitted a series of yuestions
frumed so as to obtain their opinions
as to the extent to which alcohol was &
cause of the cases of disease which
they were called upon to deal with,
and also the per centuge of deaths from
such diseases which might fairly be
attributed to alcohol. Taking the
answers received and making from
them a careful estimate, applied to all
the mortai.ty of the country, it is seen
that the case is not overestimated
when the deaths each year attributed
to drink in the United States are
placed at 80,000 or 100,0000. This
would be, say, 10 to 12 per cent of the
whole mortality.

The total number of deaths recorded
in Canada in 1801 was 67,688, Ten per
cent of that number would be 6,768, It
is probable, however, that the death
rate through intemperance in Canada is
less than in other countries named,
inasmuch as the consamption of
alcohol is comparatively small. Inan
address made in the House of Com-
mons, in 1874, Hon. G. W, Ross, who
had made a special study of the
statistics of intemperance, estimated
the annual loss of life in Canada
through the liquor traffic at 4,000. 1In
1885 the Hon. George E. Foster, in a
speech in Parliament, took 3,000 deaths
per year as the number which might bhe
safely set down as due to this cause,

This, in view of the facts already set
forth, must be regarded as a moderate
estimate. And yet it is an alarming
contribution to the price paid for the
continuance of the liquor traffic.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA,

The journal of the session of the
Grand Lodge of Western .Australin
held in April is just received. It is
rather late to report the session as
news, yet as we did not receive a
stopms of the report at the time we
think onr readers will be glad to hear
from them, even if it is late. The
session was held at Perth ; it was their
fourteenth anunual session, and was
well attended, The reports show a
membership of 932 in seventeen lodges,
Their largest. lodge, “ Rock of Safety,”
has 118 members,

ICELAND,

The Grand Lodge of Icelund was
organized in 1846, and has met annuall
ever since. This is only a smaﬁ
Jjurisdiction but they report twenty-
three lodges with a membership of
1,617, a guin of 155 members during the
past year. They also report fifteen
temples with a “membership of 128,

e three days’ session was held in
Good Templars’ Hall, Reykjevik, was
well attended ane interesting,

CALIFORNIA,

The thirty-sixth annuaj session of
the Grand Lodge of California has Jjust
closed its labours (Oct. 7th), It wus a
most enthusiastic and harmonious
session, and we are Hrm in the belief
that we have builded wejl for the
future, and that the next twelve
months will seea distinct advancement

L!tta axe work of Good Templary in this



