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TH, poets whose songs fill this book arc voices cheerful
with the consciousness of young might, publie wealth,

and heroism. Through them, taken all together, you
may catch something of great Niagara falling, of brown
rivers rushing with foam, of the crack of the rifle in the

haunts of the moose and caribou, the lament of vanishing
races singing their death-song as they are swept on to the

cataract of oblivion, the rural sounds of Arcadias just
rescued from surrounding wildernesses by the axe, shrill

war-whoops of Iroquois battle, proud traditions of contests
with the French and the Americans, stern and sorrowful

cries of valour rising to curb rebellion. The tone of them
is courage -for to hunt, to fight, to hew out a farm, one
must be a man 1 Through their new hopes, doubts,
exultations, questionings, the virility of fighting races is
the undertone. Canadians are, for the most part, the
descendants of armies, offficers and men, and every
generation of them has stood up to battle.

The delight of a Clear Atmosphere runs through it too,
and the rejoicings of the Winter Carnival; with tbe glint
of that heavenly Palace of illumined pearl, which is the
February pigrimage of North America. é


