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better track necessarily in some measure rcflects
on the'old irack-we connot help it. and we must
not eschew the former for the latter. It must be
manifest, I think, it every spiritual and thoughtful
Christian that there is a great want somewbere in
connection with the preaching of the Gospel, and
the instrumentalities of the church ai large. That
there are many blessed exceptions I joyfully and
gladly admit. No one hails them with greater
gadness than I do. That there are blessed green
spots here and there in the wilderness is quite
true, and when these are gathered together and
descanted on in articles, they look very nice, and
we are apt to take the flattering unction to our
souls thatthings are not so bad' after all ; but,
when we come to travel the country over and find
how few and far b.etween these green spots are,
and hear what a tide of lamentation and mourning
reaches us all round the lartd as to the deadness,
coldnessi, and dearth of Christian chuirches, we
cannot help feeling that there is a GREAT wANT

.SOMEwHERE! This is not only my opinion, but
it is almost uni, ersally admitted, that, with the
enormous expenditure of means, the great amcunt
of hum- n effort, the multiplication of instrument-
alities during the past century, there has not been
a corresponding result.

People say to me, on every hand, 'we have meet-
ings without number, services, societies, conven-
tions, conferences, but what becomes of them all,
comparatively ?" And I may just say here that
numbers of ministers and clergymen, in private
conversation, admit the saie thing. In fact none


