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We have recently published a
ﬂ on the radical and permanent
ments to Marriage, etc.. resulting from ex
eonts, or two postage stamps.
yoars’ successful practise, that alarming con-
use of the knife ; pointing out a mode of oure
what his condition may be, may oure himself
every youth and every man in the land.

41 Ann St., New York.

0U CAN GET

HOW LOST HOW RESTORED!
pnew edition of Dr. Culvers=
well’s Celebrated Essay
sure (without medicine) of Nervous Debility,
Mental and Physical Incapacity, Impedia-
oesses.
8 Price, in a sealed envelope, only 6
The celebrated suthor, in this admirable
Ilny, clearly demonstrates, from thirty
sequences may be radically cured without the
dangerous use of internal medicines or the
at once simple, cortain and effectual, bv
means of which every sufferer, no matter
eheaply, privately and radically.
'&T is leoture should be in the hands of
Address,
The Culverwell Medical Co.,
Poat Office Box, 450.
10 FI{UIT GROWERS !
by applying

Cut for marking apple barre's
by mail or personally to

E. C. YOUNG.

Sept Ouh '84. 21tf. Bndgemwn

S. N. JACKSON,

#* GENERAL AGENT OF THE

AverillPain

PG

Best Paint on the Market.

FULL STOCK OF

Graining Colors,
Varnishes,
and Brushes on hand

ALSO,—The usual line of

General Goods.

2300 BUS. OF

P. E. 1. ISLAND OATS.

Clarence, March 10, '84. 496mos

Notice.— All notices of Births, Marriages
and deaths inserted free. Obituary poetry,
TOcents per line.

SEND,TO THIS OFFICE®FOR BILL
HEADS, ' CARDS, TAGS, ETC.

The Dominion Organ and Piano Co.

Has the Targest and most oomplebe factory in the
Dominion—150x155.
Honors ever Awarded to any )uku 1n the World,

Highest
hodﬂ g g} }omn .2 genunnlll,
an oma 8
%em at Provmeu’l Engbmon 'romm,o 1878,
rial Exhibition, Toronto,

w: ARE XOW MANUFPACTURIN!
SQUARE AND UPRICHT PIANOS.
BEST IN THE MARKET.

Correspondence Solicited. Send (or nlu.atnted Cat-
alogue, mailed

DOMINION OBGAN AND PIA‘IO COMPAI\Y

BOWMANVILLE, ONT.
-
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in elasticity,
bmﬁtul in a ce, "more durable and per-

fect than Han :km #EE
Our Machines make ¢ e only seamless
full fashioned 3 o

HOSIERY IN THE WORLD.

‘With more stitches in the than in the ankle,
Knits the coarsest Farmer’'s Yarn, Cotton, Silk,

or
ﬁrh ean knit nnd
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Bend~ lor Dewrl .l
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CREELMAN I 208,
GEORG: MOWN, ONE.

22.—140 acres ; Situated at Havelock.
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ADVERTISING AGENCY
HOER

The selling and purchasing of Farms and Feal |
Estate in the Annapolis Valley.

ON THE

1ST OF DECEMBER,

sale in the

Toronto Globe,

Toronto, and will continue to advertise in
that and other Newspapers abroad once &
month, until next Spring. All farms on my
Registry will appear in the list without charye
to those Registering. Parties wishing 0
take advantage of this means of advertising
abroad must send in a description of their
Farms or Properties for sale previous to the

15TH OF NOVEMBER.

MONIES INVESTED

AND

LLoans Negotiated

List of Farms now in Regis-
try.

No. Contents.

1.—130 acres ; Situated in Wilmot.
2.—106 acres ;-Situated at Round Hill.
3.—120 acres ; Situated near Annapolis.
4..-220 acres ; Situated in Wilmot.
5.—150 acres ; Situzted at Paradise.
6.—Is a large farm Situated at Clarence.
7.—100 acres; Situated in Middleton.
8.—300 asres ; Situated in Beaconsfield.
9.—4 aores ; Situated in Bridgetown.
10.—22 acres ; Situated in Wilmot.
11.—50 acres ; Situated in Viotoria Vale.
12.—200 acres ; Situated near Carlton’s Cor-

—
REAL ESTATE REGISTRY

I shall advertise a list of FARMS I have for|s,, :

8
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, +*How shull I begin 7' she asks,
Jet me give anybody who does not wish
to be bored to death time to escape.’

There is 'a pause, No one moves, of
course.

«Then I am afraid you will be very
much disappointed, says the lady, settl-
ing herself, * for [ can only give you an
81| ynembellished statement of facts, nature
not havipg eifted we with an imagination.
But us you all wish it, and there is no
tchicl amang ye takin’ notes, * 1 will try
my best to amuse you, Well, then, my
adventure, &8 you call it, took place not a
hundred miles from this very house where
we are now staying. No, don’t be too
clevvr; it was not in this bouse, but it

holera, &c. Sold everywhere, or sent by mail for e,
hlrnhhed in large cnnn. ce tl 00, by mail, $1.
OHNSON Bostod, Mass.

was in this county. I must not tell you
the real names, for the people who owned
the house are still living, and you will see
if you have patience to sit the story out,
that it would be painful to them to have
their identitivs disclosed. You will all

in
2.

CUSTOM TAIL

FIRST PRIZE DOMINION .
CLAYTON

ORING
EXHIBITION, 1881

& SONS,

MERCHANT TAITORS,

HATIFAX,

Beg to notify the inbabitants of

That a Complete Line o

SAMPLES

GENTLEMEN’S, YO

cusTOM MADE
J. W, BECKITHW'S

#here orders will be taken, and Goods deliver

IS ON VIEW A

in HALIFAX.

A good fit guaranteed in every instance.

TERMS.—Cash Only.

OF CLOTHES,

UTHS’ AND BOYS'

C1LOTHING,

ed at the SAME PRICES

All work done promptly on time.

M. B
BRIDGETOWN, and Vicinity,

BRIDGETOWN,

as wo charkg

admit that I was a girl a hundred years
ago=-'

A chorus of indignant protestations, in
spite of which Mrs. Venables goes calmly
on----* young possessed of a great mauny
kind friends, and--’

+Handsome,” puts in some impudent
wight under cover of the semi-darkness.

ruptions I shall be compelled to stop,’ says
our narrator quietly.)

¢ Well,' she continued,’ I used to visit a
good deal, for I have bevn always fortu.
nate in having & number of kind friends.
Among these the- oldest, perhaps, was
Harry Gore, He was one of the most pop-
ular men of bis set, and no one could have
ever had more cordial congratulations upon
his marriage, All the gentlemen, were
dying to be introduced to his wife,
Australian beauty, and the young people
of both sexes were delighted to be able to
add another house to their happy bunting

An

grounds,
« I was one of the last to make the ac-

ner.
13.—100 acres :
4;—150 acres ;

Situated at Melvern Square.
3 Situated at Clementsport.
15.—75 acres; "Situated near Bridgetown.
16.—200 acres ; Situated at Paradise.

17.—50 acres ; Situated near Berw ick.
18.—150 acres ; Situated in Granville.

20 —&3 acres ; Situated in Wilmot.

21.—108 acres ; Situated at Paradise.

Situated near Bridgetown.
Situated in Granville.
Situated at South Farming

23.—175 acres ;
24,—300 acres;
25.—150 acres;
ton.
26.—150 acres ; Situated at Wilmot.
27.—40 acres ; Situated at Granville.
Sicuated at Brooklyn.

28.—202 acres;
JOHN ERVIN.
Attorney at Law.
\oury Public and Conveyancer, Bridge-
own, \' S

SAMUEL LEGG
Watch and Clock Maker,

Opposite

Bridgetown Drug Store

HARTFORD LIFE

ANNUITY INSURANCE CO.

Of Hartford, Conn.
Bridgetown,July16,’84.

New Store!
NEW GOODS!

The subscriber has opened a store on Wa.
ter St., adjoining his dwelling, where he will
keep on hand a large quantity of tho Best
Brands of

FLOUR, CORN MEAL, AND OATJIEAL,

which will be sold at low prices for caih.
Also.—A well assorted stock ef

CROCERIES,

in Sugar, Spices, Salt, Tobaccos, Iirooms
Soaps, Raisins and Currants. Canhéd Goods
Bisouits, Syrups, &c., &o. A quantity of Cow
Corn.

A REFRESHMENT TABLE, wher: lunche
can be had at all hours will be found. on th
premises.

P. NICHOLSCON.

Bridgetown, June 19th, 1883.

it
CHAIN PUMPS!

ORDERS ATTENDED TO PROMPTLY.

or in parts to suit.

FLOUR AND MEAL AT 25 CEN'™S AL
VANCE ON COST.

LAWRENCETOWN PUNP CC
J. G. H. PARKER
BARRISTER-AT-LAW, CONVEXAU ER,
and REAL ESl'ATE ACENT

Practise in all the Courts. Business
attended to.

OFFICE—Fitz Randolph’s NEW BUILD:
IN@, Bridgetown. y

J. M. OWEN,
BARRISTER - AT - LAW,
Notary Public, Real Estate 2gent.

3% United States Consul Agent.
Annapolis, Oct. 4th, 1882—1y

J ohn Ervin,
Barrister and Attorney at Lav,
OFFICE, COX'S BUILDING,

503mpd

JOHN L. NIXON,

Margare ville.
Liicensed A uctiorneer.

Satisfaction
HIUh

prompt

Sales attended to promptly.
uaranteed or uo charge.

cAaARD.
W M. FORSY TE.

Office in

LOCKETT'S BUILDING, BRIDGETOWN.
Office hours, from 2 to § p. m.
April 2nd, 84. J

PAOKAGE of Comie Pictures and our Bi;
Catalogue for 3¢ and this - slip.
. KINNEY, Yarmouth, K. [,

Pumps Complete.|

BEIDGRTOWII | _

STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE, DISTRICT Ng.¢ |

H-n\n

NS

¥|ll‘

‘digsuswIsI0 A\ POOH

ACADIA

—

o

Price

Reasonable

ORG AN

COMPAIN Y,

MANUFACTURERS OF

FIRS T CLASS CHURCH

& PARLOR ORGANS,

Warerooms in Reed's Furniture Factory.

tDcETOWN NOVA SCOTIA.

-.}’ 718, 8. 8. ;

County Court, 1884. |
CAUSE: '
}'OYT FOSTER, Plaintiff. 1
V8.
‘OSTER, Defendant.

TO BE SOLD AT

|
late.

of the County of Annapolis
v at Buckler's corner, Bridge-

27, March 2nd |

at 12 o'clock noon,

e tate, right, title, and interest
property and demand of the
Int,or ot any person claiming
in,and to all and whole,that
ir parcel of

AN D

and being in Granville, and
sunded as follows: On the

1 by lands of Jarvis Chute,
of the esiate of the late

t ng, deceased ; sonth by the
nd, contaidging eicht acres

; ogether with all and singular
{1, tenements gnd appurtenan-
&1 ne belorging or in any wise
'he same having been levied
execution on a judgment in
se, duly recorded more than

+ Pen per cent deposit at time
41ider on delivery of Deed.
J. AVARD MORSE.
High Sneriff,
PARKER, Pliff’s Atty.
vni, Dec. 23th, '84.

SH SAVED
oney Earned!

\ll persons wanting

RAKES, CULTIVATORS,
'OTH HARROWS,

£S. COMBINED SEEDER
ARROW,
CUTTERS, SWEEP OR
POWERS.

j, HAY FEEDERS,

i ETC., will snvemoney,ar‘d
in the best implements in the
dying to

USKIRK, Kingston Btation,
bl Annapolis County.
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\ The

“ beg. Why,

are constantly appearing
papers; Mrs. Venablcs without whom no

maul and

among the ¢ smart people’
society nowadays to ever pretensl that we
did not know and admire Mrs, Venables
To know her ix to admire her, of course.
For
anotlier, as our cousing say, ju~t abont the

A. E SULIS.

Stlnt %trrature.

gnaintance of Mrs. Gore ; and it was only
after she had been married a year and after
we had made fruitless attempts to meet at
the house of common friends that I re-
ceived an invitation to spend a few days
at their ccuntry house, which we will call
Manibere Court, The letter was a cordial
Mrs Gore spoke of her anxiety to
mnke my acquaintance, indeed she raid,she
almost felt as if she knew me already, and
in fact she quite assumed the tone of an

one,

old friend,

«If you are not afraid of staying in

‘we

We
If

you are not going there you mustcome to

our haunted house,’ ran the letter,
hope you will come to us next week.
shall have a party for lady B —' ball.

us for 1t, and do bring your beautiful dia-
|mond«, Harry had said so much about
them shat we are all dying to see them.’

« Of course I cannot remember the exact |
words, bat, with regard to these two
things, the allusion to the baunted house
and the request to take my diamonds, [
feel guite sure, For there were ghost
hunters even in those days, and though a
sceptic, I was one of the most ardent of
them. And as to the diamonds, (it would
be affectation, of course, to pretend not to
know that they were unique,) I made
rather a joke of the fact that I had beeo
chiefly asked as an appendage to my dress-
ing case

« Of course I accepted the invitation and
in due time T turned up at Manibere Court
diamonds and all. As we drew up at the
gate at the bottom of the short avenue of
lime trees that led to the bouse I thought
to myself that a more likely find for a good
family ghost of the white sheet and the
chain gnnking order it bad never been
my fortune to come across.

¢ A grey stone front, with heavy muls
lioned windows, brought the picture of
Tappington Hall in the cdition of the * In-
goldsby Legends’ vivl-ily before my mind.
There was something just a little depres.
siug, too, in the wide steps that led.up to
moulded balustrade,
in its utter absence of any bright color to

the terrace with its

Ghost
Court.

I want to invite you to spend half an
{ hour or 80 in the library of a country house.
| It 1s the honr when cups of tea do circu-
Divers ladies and gentlemen, with

| the foxhunter of the period, are establish-
Q Al]_ct1011, ‘ed in comfortable chairs, and—Mis. Ven-
| ables.

¢« What Mrs, Venables,
Hush my dear madam ; not so loud,

in the socie

country house party i really complete and
whose life, out ot the season,consequently
conxigts in a series of pleasant progresses
from one house to another, attended by her
dinmonds —the diamonds
which of conrse you remembershe inherit-
ed from her father, You doremember? Ah,
T thought xo. It woald be a simple impos-
siLility for any one of us who hold a place ¥
who constitute

her

one thing she is the fashion ;

most agreeable and charming woman of
the day---independently of her dinmonds
and her pretty house and ber charming
danghters,

A gleam from the lamp falls upon her
as she sits ina comfortable arm chair, the
most perfectly appointed and yet the most
natuial looking woman in the room.

« Tt is quite imposxible,’ she is saying ;
* you wish me to take upon mysclt the role
of improvisatrice and mono|
versation for a whole hour | Wh,f can I’
have done thatI shounld have drawn 6n
myself the odium of a'whole room full of
people ?’

Then up and speaks our host, who

banding her a cup

+ No story. no'tea, Mrs, Venables,

of Manibere

Mrs. Vennbles of society fameo ;
Mrs.Venables about whom little paragraphs

for

lige the cone

We
all want to hear her, adventure,, Now,
then, a show of hands for Mrs, Venable’s
ghost story I’

The evidence in favor of the atory is, of
course, overwhelming, sud Mrs, Venables.
lmlgnl herself to herfate,

relieve the monotony—the gardeos being
on the other side-.and in the dreary rust-
ling of the lime trees as they bent to the
chilly autumn breeze.

« Nor was the impression removed on
entering the hall, The present craze for
@=thetic browns and greens bad not, of
course, come in. But modern medigvaliem
bad justbeen discovered ; Pugin was its
prophet, and Mrs. Gore was one of his
most advanced disciples. Old oak furni-
tore had been collected from various
parts of the country and made to do duty
a« family pieces. Ancestral Gores scowl-
ed at you from the paneled walls and
threaten one

I

Y| armored figures seemed to
from odd reccsses and corners.

« It wag quite a reliet to escape from
these somewhat gloomy surroundings iato
the bright morning room looking upon
the gardens, and to receive the cordial
welcome of Mrs Gore, She was indeed
the most fascinating of hostesses,and was
a very beautiful woman, She had the
seculiar knack of making you feel, after
the first five minutes, as if yon had known
her all your life; and though caveilers
might possibly find fault with ber manner
a8 being, perbaps, a trifle too empresse, no
doubt it was a great deal owing to the
freedom of her colonial bringing-up. Be-
sides, who conld have the heart to criticise
when whatever defect there might be arose
from an anxious, possibly & too-anxious
wish to please.

¢ 8o very giad to see you at last, dear
Miss Carew I’ as she advanced to meet me.
« T hegan to be quite afraid that we were
never to know each other. So wrong of
Harry not to have been here to introduce
us, but now that those poor dreadful par-
tridges have to be shot I never see him
from morning till nizht, I hbave taken
yon at your wordsnd put you in the haunt-
¢l room. Yon are sure you do not mind 7'

Of conrse 1 did net mind, I was posi-
tively delighted, for in those days Jowned
no nerves, 1 don’t say that it is so now,
but at that time I was certainly not fanci-
fal, and should have regarded the offer of
even a night light as a personal insult.

The ghost at Manibere Court bad cer~
tainly secured gne of the bestrooms in the
house, It was eomforublo, and even
lohudnl, its lhm windows commanding &

is

¢ First |

(* If there are any more of these inter-|

fine view of the gardens and woods backed
by the—shire hills. It was furnished in
a delightfully rococo and altogether mixed
style which would have sufficed to set on
edge the teeth of cultured persons of to-
day. The high parrow ‘mantlepiece call-
! ed aloud for spindle-shanked chairs and
chippendale tables, whereas it was evi-
dent that up here only a partial reforma-
tion from utter Philistinism had as yet
been effected, Sundry gaudily covered
tablekins cropped up in highly incorrect
but convenient places, and & particularly
snug but too utterly wrong arm chair
stood clothed in a species of white petti-
coat beside a severely orthodox carved oak
bed.

« And this is really your dressing room,
explained Mrs. Gore, indicating a door
neur the fireplace. * That absard Harry
insisted on your maid being put in there,
lest you should be seized with panic in the
night. But if you do not like it you have
ouly to ssy, and I will bave ber moved.
¢« By nomeans.’ I said, ¢ Dear old Pin-
fold has been with me so long, from my
childhood in fact, that I think of her com-
fort almost before my own, and I know
there is nothing she will like so much as
being near me.’
tAs you please,’ eaid pretty Mrs. Gore
with just the slightest ghost of a sbhrug,
¢ put if you should change your mind you
have only to tell the housekeeper, and
have ber things moved up stairs at once.’
¢ I need not say that I did not change
my mind, After spending 8 very bappy
evening, I found myself in due course in
my room with Pinfold brushing out my
hair. As our habit was, we were pass-
ing in review the various toilets, Mrs.
Gore’s dress, of a lovely shade of wauve,
just then come into fashion, had particu-
larly captivated Pinfold’s fancy, a4, with a
privileged few, she had watched us from
the gallery, trooping in to dioner. She
was,however, bappy in the conviction that
none of the jewelry worn by the other
ladies at all came up to mine.

« There was nothing that could beat
cross, Miss Klorence,

What will
it to-morrow

even your ¢ littles’
let alone your whole parure.
they say when they
night, I wonder?

¢ They have it, T replied; Mr
Gore male me !::uch it down after dioner.’
¢ Well to be sure, said Pinfold, ¢ what
a funny tbing for a gentleman to do! I
wouldn’t bave fetched it then, if I had
be

sce

secn

en you,’

¢« Mcs. Gore wanted to show it to Lady
Elizabetls Mogg, who is leaving to mor-
row.’

« And what did she think of it?’ inguir-
ed Pinfold, when she bad relieved her
mind by giving s few hard tugs at my
hair.

+ Nothing much,' I said, impelled by

the love of teasing the dear old woman.

Oh, yes, I forgot, Mrs. Gore said it want-
ed cleaning. Of conrse you will think she
was jealous of it.

¢ T am sure she was,’

¢ Perhaps she

returned Pinfold
viciously. would like to
have the job herself)

¢ She would,’ I said- ¢ She oftered to do
them fer me to-morrow. She has got
some wonderful new stuff she does her own
with. She is going to give me & lesson,
so prepare to have all the big stones drop-
ping out of their settings all over the
place Pooh, you silly old woman ! It
is all a joke, of course ; but possibly she
was right, and they really do want clean-
ing. Butnow let’s go to bed before the
clock strikes twelve, or we shall-lose all
the chauce of seeing or hearing the ghost ;
and Pinfold, mind you sleep with one. eye
open and both ears, so as to be able to
come in the moment I call, if anybody
should try and play us a trick and frighten
us.’

¢ T have said that I never had a nerve
in those days, and I had drawn too many
bouses Llank already to feel much excite-
ment about the ghost. So when Pinfold
extinguished my candle and had ceased to
move aboig, T soon dropped into =& deep
sleep, and allowed the witching hour to
pass by unnoticed. How long T slept I
could not tell. It might bave been one
hour and it might have been twa but
when I awoke 1t was still dark. Not quite
dark, however, for as I turned around a
thin thread of light struck apon my balf-
opened eyes. Not daylight thongh It
was not cold enongh or gray enough for
that, and as I drowsily considered what it
could be, the thin streak penetrated be-
tween the curtains and traveled over the
bed toward the foot. Could it be Pinford,
and was she walking in her sleep! Tbe
possibility of this stopped the words that
were upon my lips. I had heard tbat it
was dangerous to wake somnambulists
with a shock ; so instead of calling, cau-
tiously Iwithdrew the curtain on one side
and peeped out.

« Nerves or no nerves, I can assure you
all, that the sight I beheld absolutely
froze my blood. Idon’t think I have said
that the bed was in a recess, and that the
chairs and tables formed cosy little oases
in various parts of of the large room.

«Ina space between my bed and the
door of Pinfold’s room stood what it is
saloon les regles of all properly constituted
ghost stories to call ‘ A Figure!' And in
truth it would be impossible to describe
what I saw with absolute exactness. There
was an indistinctness about its shadowy
outlines that prevented me from gaining a
clear idea of its shape Something I saw,
while the cold dew gathered thick upon
my brow---something the faint outlines of
which were rendered visible by the light
of the lamp, which brought into view the
white flowing draperies below, while it left
the upper part of the figure in the deepest
shadow, Lying there, with all my boasts
ed courgae ebbing away from every pore
of my body, but two ideas were present
with me-~if I could only in some way
summons Pinfold unperceived by my un-
welcome visitant ; and oh, if it shopld
move | It did move.

¢ At that moment I did not imagine that
terror.could bave any lower depth, but 1
was soon undesceived, wken the figure
after a moment’s pause, began to glide,
'thank God, not in my direction, but in
the direction of the window, where
drawing aside the curtain it stood, ap-
patently gazing out at the night. The

moon was riding fast among the clouds,
and tbrew her beams upon that mysterious
thing standing silently by my dressing
table ; but her light did not suffico to show
clearly the outline of the bead, which I
now saw was hidden in folds of the sime
shadowy material which disguised
lower part of the shape.

*The idea of a trick never for an in-
stant crossed my mind. Sheer terror para-
Iyzed every nerve. After some moments
the creature dropped the curtain, and in
the same soundiess way began to rethirn.
I have said there was a large arm-chair
beside the bed. In this the figure took
up its position, still bolding the lamp in
such a manner as to keep the upper por-
tion of it in the deepest shadow,

¢ The chiming clock in the hall pealed
merrily, but the figure did not move,

the

night! How long do people take to go
mad from fright I wondered | The very
effort to lie still produced a longing to
move that was almost intolerable.

¢« If I could only slip out of bed on the
further side and take refuge with Pinfold,
Would it be possible to make a rush and
gain the haven of her room before that
horrible thing would bhave time to glide
round and intercept my flight ?

¢Should I try ? I would,

¢One resolute ¢ffort would bring me to
the edge of the bed. But the bed was an
ancient one, and as I tried to move it
creaked.

¢ 8till the figure sat motionless. Another
movement brought another creak—and,
oh, horror,my enemy was upon me | With
what seemed superpatural quickness, and
in the same oppressive sileuce, it rose and
came round to the side of the bed where I
lying. Instinctively I closed my
eyes, and strove, until T thought my heart
would burst, to breathe regularly and
calmly as if I was aslecp.

¢ By the glare I was made conscious of
the light bcing held close to my uncon.
trollably quivering eyelids. And in agony
I wcited to know bpot what., Then the
light receded, and I opened my eyes to
see the figure flitting aimlesely about the
room. But was it aimlessly !

was

Drawer after drawer was opened and
closed again, not in total silence but still
in the same stealthy way., How long this
would have continued it is impossible to
conjecture. But my attempts to escape
bad brought me to the very edge of the
bed, and in spite of every effort to retain
my position; I now felt myself slipping on
to the floor. It was no use to grapple with
the bed-clothes in a desperate struggle to
recover my position. With some exer-
tivn I righted myself and at the same in-
stant I heard Pinfold move in her bed.

¢« Miss Florence, drowsily,
¢ Miss Florence, what do you want in
here 7’

But ouce relieved of that awful presence
I did not stop to listen. The tuought of
foul play had not up to this time occurred
tome. But now it crosscd my mind and
changed all my terror into rage.

¢ 8eiziug my bell, I rang it till I pulled
it down.

«Pinfold,’ I cried,rushing into her room,
both doors of which I saw were now open,
¢ get up ; don’t stop to ask me anything.

There are robbers in the house. Fly
down stairs and call the servants as you
go. I will rouse the gentlemen and send
them down the front staircase. By that
means the thieves cannot escape. I will
tell you all by and by.’

¢ I never waited tosee whether the ter-
rified Pinfold obeyed my orders, I flew
along the passage and down the st,air-cnse:
where I found a party assembed. ‘ Make
baste,’ I cried, ¢ there are burglars in the
house, They have been in my room.
Show me at ouce where your master sleeps.

The butler's figure was not built for
speed, but thus adjured, he led the way
with astonishing alacrity.

she cried

¢ Get up I cried,’ rushing unceremoni-
ously into the Gores’ room which was of
course in total darkness. ¢ There are
thieves in the house,
got very far yet, Mr
up.’

¢ To do him justice, though, when he did
understand the purport of my visit Mr.,
lost no time in answering the summous.
Before five minutes bad elapsed he as-
ssumed the lead of the search perty, and

. Gore, do wake ; get

I was left behind to explain matters in de-
tail to my astonished hostess. Consider-
ing her impulsive manner, I was surprised
to find that after the first shock she took
it very coolly, and was indeed inclin-
ed to pooh-hoo my somewhat incoherent
narrative.

¢ You've beeen dreaming,’ she said,
laughing. ¢It was so wrong of us to tell
you all sorts of things about 'that room.
One is £o apt to fancy things when one is
in a strange room, and aloue.

¢« Fancy things !’ I cried angrily. * Any
one who knows me will tell you that I am
not a person to fancy things. It was not
a ghost, of course ; It wasa robber or some
one dressed up to frighten me. Besides,I
tell you, Pinfold saw it too. Looking for
my diamonds, of course, which she always
keeps safe uuder my bed.'

Mrs. Gore looked rather bewlldered

+ Under her bed,’ she repeated softly ;

What a very droll idea ! Bo you are not
altogether unprepared for these advent-
ureg ?’

¢ Not unprepared I' I cried, with a
glance at the wrapper which I had bastily
thrown round me before I had taken
flight. * Why, if I had expected fo appear
before in the middle of the night, I should
at Jeast have taken care ta bave my dress-
ing gown on.

As it is, I wonder if you would lend me
yours? It might be as well to look a little
respectable, to say nothing of its being
Jather cbilly, Why, you have got yours
on ;how very odd! Do you always wear
your gown in bed ?’ :

¢ Mrs.Gove burst into a fit of laughter.
«You forget,’ she said, ¢ that I've had
plenty of time to put it on while you were
frightening Harry to death. You will
findgmy fur cloak in that wardiobe. We
may as well mak ourselves as comfort-
able as we can for your burglar may want a
great deal of catching.’

¢ But long before the search was over
my strained nerves had given away. The

. quarrel.
They cannot bave |

utter want of sympathy ;mey, the Muh -
incredulity with which my story bad been
received, affected me so much that, in spite
of all attempts at self-command, I borst
into a fit of hyserical sobbing.

¢ And in fact the return of Mr Gore with
the news that the whole bouge had been
ransacked from attic to cellar without
even.a trace of an open door or window
added to my discomposure and it only re-
quired his politely expressed condolence
and bis wife's lcss thinly veiled contempt
to render my collapse complete. I felt
that to spend the rest of the night by my-
self. was a simple impossibility. Aided by
Mr. Gore's strong arm I took refuge with
Pinfold, and in her room, with both the
doors locked and a perf-ct blaze of candleg
we sat and ¢ longed for the day.’ There

was consolation in the knowlege that Pin-
Great beavens, if it should sit there all| e

fold had also seen the apparition, and was
prepared to bear witness to the truth of
my story although like many other ex~-
cellent people in similar prodl'camen:.,
it was our fate to be disbelieved .

¢ Of course no amount of arguments or
chaff could ever induce me to deny the
testimony of my senses. Besides. was
there not the confirmatory evidence of that
half.open drawer in my room ?

¢ On one point my mind was fully made
up, and that was uot to stay another night
in the house ; and neither arguments nor
offers sufficed in the least to shake my re~
solution. Both my bost and hostess em=
ployed each method of persuasion in turn
and found ‘each fuiled. My nerves had
been so severely shaken and my pride too
sorely hurt to make the thought of & pro-
longed sojourn at Manibere Court for one
mivute endorable, The Gores, on the
other hand, united in imploriog me to re-
main. ¢ My flight refiected on their house,’
they said. ¢ It would create an unpleas-
ant impession among their guests, The
servants would not stay, (already two or
three of them had declared their intention
of leaving and forfeiting their wages,) and
all these misfortunespwould be averted
if only [ would consent to pass a few more
pights under their roof.’

« But, as you all know, I can be terribly
decided ;and even though it should lead
to a positive estrangement-—--which in fact
it did--—I felt that I could not nerve myself
to stay. Up to the last moment Mrs. Gore
never ceased pressing me to change my
mind, and at last went from entreaties to
abosolute rudeness when she found she
could not gain ber point.

+You will all readily believe that it was
with a light heart that [ beard the gates
clash behind me as I took leave of Mani.
bere Court, Years passed before I saw it
again. The Gores chose to make my re-
fusal to risk a repetion of the horrors of
that night the ground for & quarrel. I
only heard it second hand that no solution
of the mystery had ever becn arrived at,
and I did receive one formal note from
Mr. Gore, hoping that I would not men-
tion my adveu(ure in society ,a8 a rumor
of it had slresdy frightened several people
from coming to stay with them.’

Mrs. Venables’s voice stopped.

¢ Oh, thanks so much !’ from everybody.

¢ But was that quite the end; did you
really never hear anything more ?'

« That was the end of my adventure. I
thought you wanted to hear a ghost story,
and a ghost story with an explanation is
no better than one of those conjurors who
says he will show you how all his tricks
are done--- which, by the way, he takes
very good care never to do.’

¢ There was an explanation then?’ from
oue of the young ladies. Oh, do tell us!
Iam so nervous I shall never sleep all
night.’

« It was more than a year afterward,’ re-
sumes Mrs, Venables, ¢ that I was staying
at Brigliton, when I caught & glimpse of a
face I knew in a carriage at a shop door.
At once I recognized the dark eyes and
brilliant complexion of Mrs. Gore, and I
doubted whether I should be the first to
make the advance toward closing our silly
While I was heu"ilating she saw
me, and to my great surprige greeted me
without a trace of coolness and in her old
gushing manner

¢ 8o glad to see you !’ she said, seizing
my hand, and holding it as if she would
¢ You are staying here ; so
You will come

never let go.
are we, in——Crescent,
and see us, You must, I will take no
excuse, To-morrow. I sballexpect you
to tea with me to-morrow.

¢ Anddid you.go? After an unvsually
long pause.

+ This part of my story is so painful that
I hardly like to go on,’ said Mrs. Ven-
ables. ¢ Still as it happened so long ago,
and as I have not betrayed the real names
of my friends, I suppose there can be no
harm in telling it now, I arranged, then,
to go to tea with Mrs. Gore., It was so
long ago that afternoon tea was only just
established, and people still dined at
seven, and seven thirty was considered
late. I was putting on my things to go,
when a message was brought to me that
some one wished to see me on business im-
mediately. Guess my surpriso at finding
the drawing room 1n the possession of &
gerions-looking lady in the uniform of a
hospital sister.

¢« There must be some mistake,’ I said,

« My friend with whom I am staying is
not at home, but if you could explain the
occasion of your visit to me~-’

Certainly,’ said the sister gravely. ‘I
bave come trom——Crescent at the re-
quest of Mr. Gore. I believe you bad ar-
ranged to lunch with Mrs. Gore to-day?

¢ Had arranged | I was just getting ready
togo there now,’I said. ¢ Has she--sure-
Iy she had not met with any accident!
The sister shook her head,

‘We thought you did not know,’ she
said. ‘Poor Mrs. Gore!

¢ Notill 7’ I asked, frightened at the
sad expression of her kind face..

¢ Her physical health has never heen
better,’ said the sister ; ¢ but her mind..-’

. Alul it was too true although at firsr,
with that memory of our recognition of
the precediag day so fregh in my mind, I
could have been as ready to suspect Harry
Gore and the sedate lady before me of a
comspiarcy, as Mrs, Gore of mental un-
soundness. You will easily realize what
a terrible shock this news gave me, totally
u:r;‘)repnod as 1 was for anything of the
sort.

(Oontinneéd on next page).




