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FROM AN ICELAND NOTE-BOOK
We had good cause to congratulate our-
~clves or. having had a long experience of
camping before visiting Iceland, particularly in £
*=- matter of tents and on our possession of
o of the true gipsy type. With any other sort
tent we should have been unable to with-
and the rigors of even the summer climate -
ere with its continuous rain.

Indeed, -it is

subtful whether any canvas tent will lon sur-

vive rough usage on pack ponies, not to speak;,
of some of the storms we’experienced, which
would have blown bell tents out of the ground,
while even hurricanes passed over our modest
little gipsy tents, leaving them none the worse:

Quite as important as good tents, for those
who want to go far afield in Iceland, are good
ponies. We were to make our headquarters at
Storri Borg, which is an eighty-mile ride from
Skagastrand, our port of . debarkation; so,
through the intermediary of our host, Pieter
Christophersen, we had acquired at Skaga-
strand two good riding ponies and the neces- .
sary pack animal. ) !

All Iceland saddle ponies are pacers, and
there is no occasion to rise in 1\.,:he stirrups when
riding. The pack ponies, on the other hand, are
rough and do not pace, and are considered by
the natives to be ‘worth only one-third as much
as riding ponies. We were assured that our
“hestur” were two of the best riding ponies in
the island, and after two or three days’ trial
were satisfied with and bought them for £10
apiece, saddles and bridles thrown in. They

© were sure-footed, cow-hocked little animals of

13 hands, bat with poor shoulders, requiring
cruppers to the saddles. “We christened them
“Anskaat” and “Anskllir,” two words, fre-
quently made use of by Icelanders when in
their cups, of which we did not then know the
meaning. The pronunciation 'of the second
name ‘should ‘present no difficilty to anyone
who has“traveled much in"North: Wales,¥and
can pronounce the full name of the parish An-
glesey usually called Llasfair P.G -~

f course, we had the usunal untoward in-
cidents with our little beasts, and were from
time to time tempted to try and do befter; as,
for example, when, on the morning of our start-
ing from Christophersen’s farm for our fishing
camp'on the Storri Borg river, Anskaat object-.
ed to the rattle of the tin. cooping . utensils"”
which he carried, and charged the ‘wall bound-
ing the Tun, or inclosed land round the Boer, .
without attempting to rise, resulting in the
rideér.this gun,“rods, pots, and ‘pans flying over
the ditch in all directions, while: Anskaat “lay’
doubled up below.”  Beyond a large breach in
the Tun wall no damage resulted. . ;

One of these moments of temptation was at .

the annual Storri Borg pony fair. to which all.. 'bands made from coarse grass.

the farmers of the district bring their posies—
mostly two’ or’ three vear olds—in order that
the dealer’s agent may chodse beasts for ship-

ment to Scofland, where they are put to. work .

in the coal mites! There was a big rowd of .
men and ‘a bigger ‘crowd of  ponies, none. 6f
which had éver been han ed, all being as wild
as hawks.“‘Some of the coits fought like de-
mons, rearing and striking with their forelegs,
biting-and kicking: ‘but, having no shoes.on, did
little damage: ' The mien Kad no easy task.in
bringing 4pa youngster for the agent to exam-
ine, and, 'when one was finally chosen, the deal
came to a ‘conclusion’ by the men having . té
carry him bodily out of the herd. To this they -
were. evidently well accustomed, and

colt. - Prices ,ranged from £2 to £3 10s., or
thereabouts and after the bargain was striick’
the pony was marked by clipping a strip of
hair across his shoulder with a pair of ‘scissors.
The horse fair lasts several days, and the
ponies | purchased are driven all the way to
Reykjavik for shipment. Two ponies in par-
ticular, much urged upon us, took our fancy—
one a very pretty cream with black muzzle. .
and another a bright bay with black points; and °

for a moment it went hard ‘with Anskaat and
Upon mentioning our designs to our,

Anskllir.
farmer friends, however, they strongly advised
us to have nothing to do with them, and when
\ve came to examine the ponies more clasely we .
found that horse-dealing is ‘much the same all
the world over, neither of them being sound.
Storri Borg or Great Fort, the nearest hab-
itation'to our river camp, takes its nameé ‘from

an_interesting earthwork or extinet .volcano,

with- walls of basaltic formation, about 1zft.
to r5ft. ‘high;“and in true perpendicular inside
and out, situated about thtee miles from our
camp. The lip of the crater is broken on one
side, forming an entrance a Aew feet wide,
through which runs’a small stream from 3,

“pring in the centre.  Although this “fort” is*

the Highest point for somie considérable area,
the stream never fails, and even runs stronger
during- the winter whén the whole’ country .is
ice-bound. Inside is' a’ perfectly level .green
sward of about twp acres in exfent, and alto-
cether the ihclosure must have formed an ideal
natural fortress or refuge for the Northérners
with their women and children when attacked

by their neighbors from the South. _The,rg'}vy';is 4
a litter of,silver foxes in the “fort,” but'we
never succeeded int getting a view of either the

old ones aritheir cubs. = -

From miost of the farmers living ‘within a
wide ra'ﬁ;ug of Borg=we received pressing in-

vitations ‘from timeto time to visit them for

¥

luck-shooting, and made ' several, excursions.
with ponies.and guns, staying the:night at a
farm, if too far away & e b € ¢
T'he accommodation at some of these places
was bad, ot ‘te say lively, and the food so
coarse and. uninviting, that we d to re
fuse allinvitations from' distant

with pack ponies. Coﬁeewe‘coiild ‘always
count ;:)n ge‘t”ﬁi”g good at every farm ﬂ_tqtigh;

3 2 ; { ":\%. i o
it was a trifle over-roasted to-English*{aste.

“.showed itself:

never. v «
failed %0 cut and carry out the most unrnly ,‘variegatedicoloring of the “old lord.”

# vainly hid under a rock for some time.

. as we ' red-

did not-wish to'takeiour tents and be bothered -

; 7 e e

‘When staying at a farm, cups of coffee and
some small cakes were always brqigh 40 us.
by the farmer’s Wiff,o‘); datghter;before 'we got.
up in the morning, a delicate little attention
much appreciated.” The Icelanders are certain-

ly a most good-natured and hospitable people,

but the men have one objéctionable habit-. -
they adways want to embrace on meeting ; and,
after a little experience of their bearded, snuff-
begrimed couritenances, wé' ‘made a “point of
fleeing precipitately whenever ‘this symptom
f. Very few of ‘them smoke, but
they are ill ‘inveterate 'squff—,tafkt‘;%s,_ and,’ hold-

ing their heads back, literally pouf the ‘snuff
into” their nostrils from their capacious snuff:.
hetts: 15~ s e T \
We noticed outside évery'farm a large boul-
der set in the ground, with a flat top and a
small sledge-hammer beside it} 'and’for some’
time were unable to conjecture what the pur-
pose of this primitive anvil could be, until one
day we saw two women at work, one holding a
stockfish on the stone whilé the other pounded
it with the Sledge-hammer. " Before. liS pro-
cess began the fish was of miuch the same con-
sistency as a deal board, but after a good ham-
mering: for half an hour 6r so it could be
dotibled up with slight difficulty, " These stock-

fish have great “staying” qualities. That is to .
say, stasting the'day with a‘quid of stockfish
in your month and a strong paif of jaws, you
may succeed in masticating it by the evening,
provided the disintegrating process with the
anvil and sledge-hamnter had been first proper-
ly performed. ; 5 :

We received regular suppliés of white bread
from 'the farm, and, though we lived almost en-
tirely on fish, we were ableé to vary the menu
occasionally with golden plovers and ducks of
various kinds. Of these the best, from the
gastronomic point of view, was the harlequin,
bunches of ‘which were constantly flying up
and down the river past our camp. One morn-
ing my friend, clad only in his shirt, saw a
bunch of ‘harlequin flying down stream, pick-
ed ap his gun, and dropped a right and left into
the water. One fell dead; but the‘other, a drake,
was only winged, and the sportsman, who was
admirably costumed for wading; put his gun
down and started in pursuit; ‘T was engaged

in retrieving the dead duck, and did not witness

the chase, and my friend, feturning half an

hour Tater, told me' that the drake was an ex-

pert diver and veritable fiend, and had led him
over the roughest and stoniest part of the river
bed, till his feet were sq cut about that he*ad
to give up the chase: “By” that- ime ‘he lad
reached the opposite,bank, some distance up
river, and .in order to protect his feet on the
return . journey, had. bound them with hay °
v The bandages
came off before he was halfway across, and he
had to continue the journey without protection
for 'his. lacerated feet. Alcour spare time in
camp was occupied in skinning and curing the
skins of the various hirds we shot, and we
brought home a fair collcetion of the following
species, now well known to naturalists: :
The harlequin duck, which is in Furope ex-
clusively confined to Iceland, and breeds; there,
as well as in Greenland and in‘ the northern
parts of North America.  The fally grown
males. (called in America “old lords” »are ex-
tremely. handsome ‘birds, with plumage  of
Spots, stripes and bands in true harlequin fagh-

Jon.: The females’ (called “jernies”) are of a

sober brgwn color all over, without any of the
Richard-

_son's skua,’or the Arctic skua::The adilt bird

is sooty: black, but frequently some are seen

Jvith whitéB¥easts. -1 shot one of each kind. It

is an -inveterate poacher, devorrs eggs and
young chicks of ptarmigan, “andiprefers to do
its fishing by deputy, chasing and scaring small
gulls and terns until they disgerge the cor-
tents of ‘their crops, when. theé: skua SWOOpS
dewn and catches the fish in the air before it
reaches the water. We found some red-throat-
ed divers or loons on a small-lake, but as they
kept to the middle of the Wwater out of range
and refused to be driven Wé were dble toget a
specimen only by hiding ourselves and making
our small spaniel trot up and ‘down the shore
of the lake until the natural curiosity of the
loons brought them within shot, = The great
northern diver breeds. in Iceland, and we saw a
good many on the lakes :at Borg, but did not
‘get a shot at one.  We frequently saw the great
black-backed gull .on the Lava River, and on
one occasion were able to: gaff a grilse which
we saw struck by a gull on a shallow, They
are remarkably handsome birds, the dark pur-
ple back and wings contrasting well with. the
snowy whiteness of the rest.of theif plumage.

The Iceland falcon, one of the four species of -
gyr-falcon igecognized by grpithologists, nests

in Teeland ™ I surprised one of these birds by
¢oming suddenly on it round a rock, and with

a long shot managed to win%it;, It was'in im-

mature plumage, and when ‘came up it threw
itself ‘on its back and struck .atime with its
formidable ‘talons, scfeaming “loudly all the
time. . The two old birds were soaring over-
‘head at‘a tremendous height, and, in the hope
the that the screaming of the.young bird would
bring ‘them down to see what was wrong, I
' These

old birds appeared to be as white as the SNOWY -
awl, but, ‘of course, I could only see their

breasts and under parts, and at a very great .
height above me. The young birds are brown

~on' the back, wing coverts, arflgl”tag,i and the
e back the same day. - feathersare edged with white. [he Sclavonian,
sy < . or horned grebe, breeds in Iceland. We saw a’
- number of these, and added several spetimens

o-otr’ collection, ~ At first we took them to be
mecked: grebes, but when we' showed: the
ins *to an ornithological friend he came to the
nclusion that they'were sclavonian grebes,

-as the red-necked grebe does not breed in Ice-

2%

‘we could not hard:

© the larger lakes, mostly whoopers,

“land, 45 s longer By 3in'_‘. than the former, be-

ing I6in. in length, againist the 13in. of the

waluk came to my house and asked me if I had

borned grebe. We saw great vumbers of Arc-' taken a fox out of his tfap. Indignantly I re-

tic tern on.-the seashore. Like the: eommoti:. ﬂiedz-l Wwas no thief, stealing faxes out of traps!

kind, they circled so close 10
to knock our hats off. The'r ; d p
ropes are essentially fresh-water ‘hirds,  and
were very. plentiful in the north - but thes? and
the terns were of so confiding a disposition that
Jour:hearts to shoot any-of

S

them. . Swans were .in big flocks on.some;,0f

ind us as fearly

in Iceland. Whimbrels breed in Iceland, and
are plentiful.. They are pugnaciots.in the nest-
ing season, and will «drive,off isuchi birds as
Richardson’s skua and ewen.;the,,rayen,g; which

- abound all over Iceland.:. The_ci_deruduck_- are

very numerous in all the fjords; they are pro-
tected all the year round. We. Arequently

L

heard snipe drumming.” We had intended stay- -
ing for the ptarmigan shoofing, and making a .

more extended search for. other birds; but, we
found ptarmigan so scarce and backward, ow-
ing to the cold and late spring, that a return
to England in time for partridges seemed miore
desirable. A SRt a e
We saw very few flowers in Iceland, but of

-those we noticed round Borg the commonest
. was the mountain avens (Dryas octopetala), a

beautiful overgreen trailing plant _with pure
white flowers, and mythi ally gamed “nymphs
of the oaks” on account o%f the ‘resemblance pf
its Ieaves to those of the oak tree. 1 brought
some seed of this home, and havs the plants
growing on my rockery, where ‘they .thrive in
dry, sunny positions. = We' 4lso came across
gentians of several kinds; large breaks of Gern-
tiana verna, growing only '3;11. high on sunny
banks, formed sheets of deep, blue.” We saw
only a few colonies of Iceland poppies ‘(Papa-
ver nudicaule), in shades of yellow, orange, and
white, and among other plants, some 6f them

,were not then in bloom, we noticed the grass.

of Parpassus (Parnassia palustris) | butter-wort

or ‘bog violet (Pinguicula), rockfoils or Saxi-.

frages, thrift or sea pink (Armeria), wild
thyme (Thymus serpyllum), whitlow grass
(Drava), willow hetb ‘(Epilobium), hawkweed
(Hieraciym), cinguefoil (Potentilla);’ catchily.
(Silene), horsetails (E_q_ujset,us)l and some
varieties of dwarf willows growing in marshy
places. ik : ;

CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE

In the autumn, whe he gro d,and the

rivers become frozef, the

ed-ieckéd phala--

which breed.

iner puis.away his .

He shook his head 3nd insisted: “Him trap
my, trap; him fox my fox!” I explained to him
how I had shot the {gx, how the fox had run
OVEr ten. yards:-before dropping dead; that he
~ could not;have been in & trap; that a.broken
tra-y.;had »dain: where he -had evidently -been
- scratching for baif that had'been strewn around
a long time before. Near it was an oid fishing
camp and the old trap was left behind from it.
te shoak: his-head again to my foxy explana-
tions and, stretching his-hand toward. the skin,
demanded:  “Him my skin.” 7T reasoned that
if I would give him. the skin I would. acknowl-
edge my guilt-and lése all prestige and reputa-
tion amongst the natives, for it is'a heinous
crime to rob a trap, so I remained firm. Ablo-
waluk kept shaking his head, and left. -
_ Then he sent Spoos;'who spoke good Eng-
. lish, and begged for.the skin. I was ‘disgusted
and would have given him the pelt and a good
“deal more, if with good drace I could have pull-
i ed.out of the scrape. I théroughly expounded
the matter to Spoon. He fully ynderstood and
-pretended to sincerely believe me, and I knew
he only feigned belief. 'All the evidence point-
ed plainly to my guilt, and I felt as guilty as
if T had stolen the skin, yet I would not give
up, and Spoon had to leave without it.

Next day Ablowaluk came again. I went
through all the . phases again, using broken
English and Esquimo, and pointing to the bul-
let hole, said: “There it'is.” Ablowaluk grunt-
ed, pointed to the forefoot.and said: “There it
is.””. Then I, asked him if he had seen the bro-
ken trap. He said he had brought it with him
to Teller; the trap was broken, but it had been
broken by a bullet.

. Go-and fetch that trap,«quick!” I answered
him, a light dawning upon my mind.

He  brought  the trap—and there, sure
enough, my steel bullet had struck the spring
right on the bend, the jaws flew open and re-
leased the fox, but-at the same time the bullet
passed.through his body., ‘He had sufficient
strength to.run ten yards before he dropped.

s Ablowaluk, the. skin is yours.”—Capt. F.
. E. Kleinschmidt in Outdoor Life.
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. 'WILD GOOSE s’Hb"oT’va IN CANADA

- )i TProbably the best known 'and‘_most widely
distributed of all the wild geese 1#:Canada and

sluie boxes, cleans his gold dust and ‘leaves. the northern districts of ‘the UnitedStates is

the lonely gulches for the busy town. - Some

take: the last steameér and’ leave Alaskafsome -

turn to other occupation’and some. spéﬁd‘ﬁl:c’
long winter in idleness, hiberndting like the

bear, sucking on the fat‘accumulated dufjng ¢

the summer, .+ : LA o ‘ :

1 ‘had three. mail routes’ from the gOVern-
ment and decided to:runtheeasiest one mygelf.
From Teller to Igloo, 60 miles; and return, Tun-
ning time not to exceed. two- days each way,
was the schedule.

had never before been used for this purpose.
Securing two splendid animals’from the "Mis-
sion; T would leave at 7 a.m., and the fleet-
fobted, high-spirited deer wonld-carry me and

the mail through deep snowy over. lakes, deso- .
late tundra, storm-swept valleys, up the ice-.

bound river and sloughs to Igloo before 8 p.m.,
covering the sixty miles-in. one day. = Then I
would stake them out on, a hill§ide, where they
would shovel the snow with their antlers, and
paw the moss with their wide-spreading hoofs,

feeding and resting all night, and #p the morn.

ing'we would race home again.

I decided to -use reindeer..: teader.
,instead of dogs; to give!them a:trial, for they

the so-called Canada goose. 1t is a very hand-
some: bird, and may be easily distinguished
~from:other species of wild geese by its black
neck and a white collar. Tts arrival in the

i spring is welcomed, as it is a sure sign that the
* long winter is nearly over. TIts loud “honk.
wing’”! can be heard long before the V-shaped
line is:seen on the horizoq, and the noise is
deafening’ as the flock passes overhead. . One
:bird leads the way, And the others follow their
Their, breeding . ground “stretches
«.north. from Ladbrador and” British’ Columbia.
. -May and June are the nesting months, and six
eggs. would be an average .number for' a nest.
The .birds usuaily come soutn early in Oc-

- tober; and-hang about the bays and creeks as
long as they can find open water, waiting till
the ice drives them further south. Their win-
ter quarters are the bays and marshes of the
southern United States.” It has even been stat-
ed they fly south as far as Patagonia, ‘Proba-
bly this is an exaggeration, though an isolated
. ¢ase or two may have occurred. On their long
journeys so-mdny shots are fired at‘them that
.the geese have learnt to exercise the greatest

Twenty-five miles of the way was excellent . .Vigilance." For this reason they are very diffi-

hunting ground; rifle and shotgun fay afways:

ready on the sleigh and I would usually get
sufficient game to keep well Supplied with fresh
meat, er a
with ;'they will not disturb the game, can easily
be turned aside and left’ fedding, while if you
should come‘along with'a string of dogs and a
flock of ptarmigan should rise, dogs, sleigh
and mail 'sacks would try to follow' the birds
through the air! * > oy g5 )
One morning, seeing a red fox. some ‘500
yards away, I turned. the deer aside, took my
-30-40 loaded with steel:bullets, and' erawled
up. The country ‘was isparsely covered: with
willows, and I could not get nearer than 150
yards. The fox was busily scratching and did

. not notice me, 8o, sitting.down hehind a bush,

I took careful”aim and then fired. ‘He made
a high jump and ran.  Whea I was just about
to pull the trigger and.hazard.a shot on the
.run,-he fell 6ver dead. 'I picked. him ;u‘@,f'\and
going to where he had
kicked ot of the snow a trap. Its chain was
fast somewhere‘in the frozen ground’ but the
spring was ‘broken, The thought struck me:

“What if someone should see_you: now ; they.

would think you had stolen a fox out of a trap

~unless you could prove that the trap was brok-

en. the fox was loose and had run ten yards
before he died.” . ' 3

Throwing the carcasson the sleigh. I raced
along to make up for lost time and reach Teller
before dark. - At noon I stopned for lunch at a
Tittle village of four mud’ houses or_ egloos.
Eskimo Eddy ‘or Kaffinik received always a
toll for.being at_home and having coffee and
the contents:of my lunch box réady: T request-
ed him to skin the fox while T was eating.

He called mv attention 6 oné fore paw
which-showed siens of a trdp, 'and asked me
where I'got the fox. I felt stung at the ques-
tion}'but told him the exact circumstances. He
said ‘he knew' ‘Ablowaluk -had’ traps in- the

. vicinitv described by me. . Despite my explan- .

_ations I fancied the native had already convict-
“edime on circumstantial evidence, -+ -

The beautiful skir 'was dry and T had

The reindeer are fine to go hunting

been scratéhing, I .

cult to approach. ‘In fact, it is almost impos-
sible to get nearsthem, and the only way is to
‘watch  their coniing and going and to shoot
themn as they are flighting. £
. Happening to be in the Province of Quebec
~ last autumn, I went to the Bay of Chaleur, on
the Atlantic seaboard, ‘where T was told the
_Canada geese usually came during; October.
« h.ey.;-h.ad.‘ arrived in large numbers and were
_-Swimming about in one of the inlets of the bay,
. but it was impossible to get near them. By ob-
““serving their ‘movements for several - days,
however, I found that regularly at high tide
they flew inland to a large Take, the reason for
this being; no doubt, that they were driven off

* .their. feeding ground on the 'mud. banks, and -

‘they nearly always:seemed to take the same
-eourse, returning-at low tide 4rid varying their
.coutse very little. : % e
= Lgave up trying to get near them in a
_..Lanoe, and spent seveéral days on'a sandy prom-
ontery, on which there was a ‘nagrow’ belt of
" Jir trees. - The geese had to cross this promon-
-tory,m-order. to reach the bay at the back
_where their feeding ground was, so I stationed
mysel:behind the fir trees: and‘waited for them
1o fly.over. Asa rule they ‘flew high to clear
‘the “trees.  Sometimes, of course, they were
guite out of shot, or were too far either to the

‘fight or left, but several guns could have com-
ughly. It seems

‘manded the situation -
“that these geese invariably fly straight ahead,
and yéu can tell to a cértain extent what their
- dine-of flight is going to be, even before they
 rise,;'by watching them through a field glass
“and‘neticing in what direction their heads are
_pointing.  This gives anyone behind a belt of
trees a better chance, as he cannot well be seen;
"but at:the same time can see the birds, cover
2 good-deal of ground! and judge roughly
where they are likely to cross. T was. using
an ordinary 12 bore, and af first tried them
with 'No. 3 shot, but found this had little ef-
fect, aad. it only - seemed to. rattle on -their
. wings.. I then tried them with buckshot, and
met ‘with more success, on afie occasion being
lucky enough to bring down a nice right and
3 ;
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thought no more about tt,;x;thgn‘, one day, Ablo-
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i Sportsman’s Calendar

AUGUST

The - Salmon-Trollers’ Month — Spring
Salmon and Cohoes all over the Coast.

One of the best months for stream-fishing
for Trout.

left as they were flying over the tops .of the
fir trees.

Besides these geese, large flocks of black
duck sometimes flew inzfrom the sea and
gave. very pretty sport. The black duck and
the redhead are the two best ducks in Canada
for eating, and they afforded a welcome addi-
tion to our larder. My best bag for one day
was six geese and a good many duck. I had
no scales with me, but am sure. the weight of
these géese averaged between 121b. and 15ib.
apiece. Although I had the assistance of a
man, the load seemed a heavy one when re-
turning in the evening to the farmhouse where
I was staying.

Everyr morning T was paddled round the
shores of the lake. A canoe is much better for
this purpose than a boat, as you can glide
along without the slightest noise and get right
on to duck. - There were a number of small
islands; which enabled ohe to get shelter, and
by crossing the island to get well within range
before the birds realized the danger.

The flight shooting just before sundown
gave the prettiest’ form ‘6f sport. ' The geese
would now begin to come in from the sea, and
black duck in large flocks would circle round
the shoreg, of the lake, giving excellent sport-

.ing shots, as both the diarck and geeze flew high

and fast. No doubt an B bore would be bet-
ter than an ordinary 12 hore, but I found the
latter gave fairly good: results, using No.-3
shot for the duck. There was time to slip in
a couple of BB cartridges when the geese were o
heard approaching-in the distance.

Towards the middle of November the lake-
showed cigns of freezing up. It would 3¢y :n
have become impossible to use boat or canoe,
and might have taken a considerable time be-
fore_ the ice would carry one to the mainland,
so we decided to leave. ~ The sense of fregdom .
and lack of restrictions add greatly - to “the
pleasure of all forms of sport in Canada.
Though many cross the Atlantic for moose
and caribou, at present few seem to go_for
duck and goose shooting. Those who have not
opportunities of getting good ‘sport in England
would' find that no more enjoyable holiday ;
could be spent than a trip in Canada after
ducks and wild geege during the late autumn.
It would be possible to combine a moose hunt-
ing trip and goose shooting by reaching Can-
ada in September; in time fob the “calling
season,” which is undoubtedly the easiest time* .
to get Moose. This would not interfere in any,
way with-the goose and duck shooting, which

_ floes not begin till October—A. E. B.

v o ——

During our stay apether District Commis-
sioner, Mg, Piggott, came over on a short
visit; it was he who. the: preceding year, while
at Neri, had béen obliged to undertake the
crusade against ‘the rhinos, because, quite un-/
provoked, they had killed various natives.
told us'that at the same time a man-eating
leopard made its appearance, and killed seven
children. Ft did not attack at night, but in the
daytime, its’ victims being the little boys who
were watching the flocks of goats; sometimes
it took a boy and sometimes a goat. Two old
men killed: it with spears dn the occasion of its
taking the last victim, Tt was 2 big male, very
old, much emaciated, and the-teeth worn to
stumps.. Horne told us that a month or two
before ouf arrival at Mery a leopard had begun
a career of woman-killing. It killed one wo-
man by a bite in the throat, and ate the body.
It sprang on and badly wourded another, but
was. driven-off in timé to save her life. "This
was probably the leopard Heller trapped and
shot,’in the very locality whereit had commit
ted its ravages; it was an old male, but very
thin, with worn teeth. In these cases the rea-
son for the beast's action was plain; in each
instance a big, savage male had found his pow-
ers failing, and had been driven to prey on the
females and young of the most helpless of ani-
mals; man. But another attack. of which Pig-
gott told us, was apparently due to the queer
individual freakishness always to be taken into
-account in dealing with wild beasts. A Masai
chief; with two or three followers, was sitting
eating under-a bush, when, absolutely without

‘ warning, a leopard sprang on him, clawed him

on the head and hand, without biting him, and
as instantly disappeared, Piggott attended to
the wounded man.—Roosevelt.
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