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' exhibit from the experimental farm at

"~ will be a most interesting collection.

_ Vietoria, and says that within

: _city, Vancouver, Seattle and San Fran-

! . George Chambers and Th

P THROUGH
Géorge Briggs, Who. 'VisitedA

Victoria Last Summer, Lec-
' tures on His Return

The following report of a lecture on
Canada, given before the - United
' 'Wards club, with which the mayor and
. aldermen of London are closely iden-
tified, by George Briggs, a member of
the London county council, who during
' the past summer spent some time the
guest of David Spencer, sr., in thig city,
appears in the lssue of the City Press
of December 7, that paper being the
organ of the club as well as of the
mayor and aldermen:

Canada for Ever

The dining hall at Salters’ hell was
fillsd to its utmost capacity on Wed-
nesday by the members of the United

Wards club on the occasion of a lec- |

ture delivered by Mr. George Briggs,
C.¢. (a past president) on his recent
experiences during a holiday tour in
Cana r. Green (the president)
‘and Mrs. 'Green received the members
“angd their ladies in the  saloon, The
address—for so versatile @ description:
of the great continent of Canada could
‘not be described as a lecture—was il-
lustrated by+a number of splendidlan-
tern slides. The president, in calling
upon Mr. George Briggs, remarked,
amid loud applause, that that gentle-
man needed no formal introduction to
the members. Mr. Briggs then, by
means of his own graphic descriptions,
and with the aid of the lantern slides,
sodn transformed his large audience
into a company of tourists viewing the
wonderful scenery of the Canadian
lakes, rivers, and forests, and also the
terrible grandeur of the Rocky moun-
tains. -All these were vividly pictured
and illustrated. The lecturer spoke
with great enthusiasm of the present
and future of the great Dominion, and
made a powerful ‘appeal to the imperial’
instincts of his countrymen to weld
together the common bond of uaion be-
tween Canada and the mother countr¥.
" He then took his hearers in imagina-
tion along the route Mrs. Briggs and
he recently followed, explaining with a
wealth of detail the principal features
of the country in its agricultural, min-
eral, and physical aspectS, while he
touched in jocular and genial terms
upon the social characteristics of the
Cahadians, interspersing his narrative
with pleasant littie  personal episodes
which tinctured his observations with
the spice of kindly criticism. By means
of the lantern slides, the audience was
.able in some degree.to Sp the tre-
mendous natural and physical forces of
the vast continent into which Mr. Rud-
yard Kipling has said. the British race
should be “pumped” as hard as pos-
sible. Mr. Briggs laid stress upon
“that point in remarking that the gov-
ernment of ‘this country must be “up
and doing,” and see to the proper peo-
pling of that grand Dominion. Other-
wise, as the older generations died out,
there might arise a race which did not
care to know a motheriand, - or to re-
‘cognize the deeds of the brave Eng-
lishmen and Scotsmen who had helped
4in former days to make Canada: what
it was today, and what it-would be to‘
- morrow. (Cheers:)  He advocated ‘in
.eloguent - terms imperial. ‘ federation
with ‘Canada, and, the. populating~ of
y.h nglish-speaking

1 US) the "a
dress, punctuated with ap
plause, and listened to with rapt at-
' tention from start to’ finish, & hearty
- vote of thanks was accorded to Mr.
Briggs, the vote being proposed by
Mr. W.: V. Huxtgble, who referred to
the valuable services that gentleman
had rendered to the:club in-the  past.
e motion was seconded by Mr. Harry
Bird, C. C., and adopted ‘with enthus-
‘fasm. Mr. George Briggs, in acknow-
ledging the compliment, expressed his
warm acknowledgments to the Cana-
‘dian Pacific railway company for the
Joan of the beautiful ' lantern slides.
The interesting proceedings closed with
‘thanks to the president, the Salters’
company for the use of their hall, and
‘Dr. Rowland Smith ' for his skilful
manipulation of the lantern.

: New Mill Manager.

.-New Westminster, Déc. 31.—W. S.
Rogers, lately with the Weyerhauser
- Lumber company at Everett, has been
appointed manager of the Fraser
River Sawmills Company, Ltd., suc-
‘ceeding W. P. Fowle, who has re-
signed.

Fruit and Mineral Displays.

. Vancouver, Dec. 31.—The new -fix-
turés for the displaying of the fruit

Agassiz aré now being placed at the
Vancouver Tourist association. There
are several hundred jars of various
_fruits and nuts ready for the shelves:
“and when the display is complete. it
Secretary Rowe has returned from
a  few
' weeks the display of minerals of the
province will be ready to be placed in
the local show rooms.

" NEW INDUSTRY STARTS

Jervis Inlet Slate Property Is. Now
Being Worked By Victoria b
ey " Capital

During the past year there has been
“developed an industry - which shows
every indication of being one of con-
siderable importance in -the province;
“Some twelve months ago the slate pro-
. perties on Jervis inlet were purchased
' by a company known as the ' Pacific
. 8Slate Company, Limited. These prop-
‘erties had about fifteen years ago been
opened and worked by the New West-
“minster Slate Company,“and from the
‘slate obtained at that time the drill
hall, Roman Catholic cathedral angd
_several other buildings, both in this
cisco, were roofed. :

At the present time the company
‘have some forty men at work in the
quarry, and-have already placed sev-
eral orders locally, and in ‘the.course

of a few days some eight hundred tons
. will be ¢ ered and stored ' at the
' Hudson’s. Bay wharf. .

“The slate is an unfading blue»b%ack..
having very little iron ip it, and Is of
great strength. and durability. It is
according to experts equal to the best
"Welsh manufacture. o e
_The head office of the company is'at
Chancery chambers, Langley street.

: More Serious ‘Charge.

Toronto, Dec. 31—Jameés Syme of
Toronto Junction has idengified
omas Mor-
gan, who pleaded guilty before Mag-
istrate De to a charge of highway.
‘robbery as the men who held him up
on the Weston road recently. Syme
says that Chambers fired a revolver

at him and the charge of attempted

CANADA |

{in military eircles by. confessing that

i~ 38

‘| who left this city during the vear to-

| at Vancouver, B. C. :

Circles Startled By
ession of His
R

Ailita
Captain’s

 Allenstein, Bast Prussia , Dec. 31—
Captain: Von Goeben, a distinguish
officer in the artillery bramch of  the

German army, has caused a sensation

he is ithe author. of. the mysterious
murder of Major Von Scheenbeeck, a
brother officer, who was shot dead on
Christmas Day. . ’ 5 :
~Von' Geeben will be tried by court-
martial, and if found gullty he will
be executed by ,shooting in his own
garrison. U ¥R
Major - Ven Schoenbeck, returning
home at a late hour on  Christmas
night, heard some one descending the
stairway leading from his wife’'s room.
Drawing his revoliver, he went to meet|
the intruder and tried - to - shoot him,|
The revolver, however, missed fire and
Von Goeben then killed the major and
made his escape witl t leaving -any
trace behind him. e was  subse-
quently arrested upon suspicion, and
confessed at the preliminary examina-
tion, ¢ . A
Captain Vor Goeben served former-
ly with the Macedonian army, and he
fought on the side of the Boers in the
South African war. z : 3
The wife.of Major Von_Schoenbeck
has been arrested .on the charge .of
being implicated in the murder,

Belleville Isolation Hospital.
Belleville, ‘Dec. 31.—The ¢ity coun-
cil has closed a contract for the er-
ection of an isolation hospital, which
will cost about $9,000: The work will
start in the spring. ; :

Typhoid in Hull

Ottawa, Dec. 31.—Despite the efforts
of ‘the Hull waterworks committee to
clean out the water mains and to im-
prove conditions generally, typhoid Ts
still far from extinct in the city. One
doctor has twenty-three cases on his
list, and states that during tae last
weeks the number of cases has not
decreased.

Winnipeg Merchant Dead

.. Winnipeg, . Dec. 31 —Francis W.
Rimer, of the firm of Kilgotfr, Rimer
& Co., wholesale boot and shoe dealers
of.this city, died here today. He was
a prominent member of Christ church,
was sixty years of age, and leaves
a wife and a young son.

p
Parcel Post Convention.
‘Washington, Dec. 31.—The_desire of
the governments of France and the
United States to conclude a - parcel
post convention, whereby parcels may
be sent through the mails between the
two countries. was one of the matters
considered at today’s cabinet meeting.

MANY CHINESE PAY |
HEAD TAX - HERE

Two Hundred and Twenty-Five
Thousand Dollars . From

- During the. ' year  justi

Chinese Who iﬂ}d?,‘tﬁe head tax of $500
entered at this port, as compared with’
less than thirty during the. previous
year, the high wages offered for labor-
ers being the attraction. - It is stated,
however, by well-informed Chinese
that the realization was not as great
as the anticipation, with the result
that those who have come have largely
a.dvl?ed their friends not to do so and |
the Incursjon is slacking off. The 450

arrivals paid-$225,000 at the local cus- |
toms house.. There were 870 return-
ing’ Chinese during the year, the grea-
ter number, as usual coming in June.
It is noticed ‘yearly that in September
theré begins an exodus of Celestials,
who go home for the annual New Year
holidays, the'majority ‘coming back
during. June and  the subseguent
two months. The number of Chinese

talled 1;498, the majority going during
the last four months of the year. In
October 694 left as compared with 10
in February and 16 im April. ' The
nuniber of Chinese whose return cer-
tificates were permitted to lapse, mak
ing them inelligible for admittance on
their return-other than by paying the
head tax totalled 159. ,, t
' ‘The returns, month by month, show-
ing the number who had paid head-
tax, returns, outward, and  lapses,
AWETes e s &7
" " ‘Head 'Re-' Out- 5

Tax ward Lapses
January 37 81
February
March .
April .
May .
June .
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STEAMER TRANSIT SAILS

Full

Totals .

P&puhf Mexican Liner : Carries
Cargo. ‘of Southbound
Freight. .

. (From Wednesday’s Daily)

Joseph K. Smith; general manager
of the British Coast Steamship com-
pany, returned from Puget Sound.
ports on the Governor yesterday af-
ternoon. The British Coast steamer
Transit ‘sailed vesterday. from the
sound for Méxican /ports, carrying a
record cargo of one million two hun-
dred-thou%a i board feet of railway
ties for Mexican raflways, and a con-
siderable assignment of orange cases.
The orange boxes will be - used -in

and seedling oranges for the istern.
Canadian market. The northbound
shipment of oranges’will be delivered
~About fifteen hundred tons of half-
ground evaporated Mexican salt will
be loaded aboard the Transit for her
return cargo from Mexico to Canada.
This salt will be received at the Mex-
Jdcan salt island, leased by Joseph K.
Smith, while recently in Mexico. ‘The
Transit's  passenger s
have been improved, and several pas-
sengers are making the southbound
trip. : K Pl

) Committed for Trial.
Toronto, Dec, 3% Frank Law was
.committed for trial at the 'preliminary
hearing of = the Law-Russell con-
spiracy .case tonight. His bail was
raised to $30,000, -

Preston’s ‘revenue = last year was

murder is now laid against the high-

‘t

. 1825,602.12, and expvhquure $35,081.67,

‘1 at their convention here.

{ The minute

crating a shipment of Mexican navells

ateommodations| ;.

4 Dee,

Manitoba Grain ‘GrowersGet
- Promise From- Provincial
“f Government

‘. Winnipeg, Dec. 31.—~The members of
the provincial government were -1

_conference today with the executive of
the Manitoba Grain Growers’ Assodia-
tion, 'and when the conference ended:
the grain grow 3. stated that the gov-
ernment had prom | to.introduce a
“bill at the ensuing session of the legis-
lature to amend the charter ' of ' the
grain exchange as they had requested.
. One of the @amendments, and that’
which the ;gtaih menaconsider by far
‘the ‘most important 'm;n,rprovﬁle_n
that no restriction by bylaw, resolution
agreement ‘or otherwise shall ‘be im-

members, or any of them, in any way
respecting the price that shall be paid
or received by them for grain, or any
¢ommission to be paid or charged by
them, or any ‘agreements or- arrange-
ments to be entered into by such mem-
bers with them or any ‘of their agents

agreement. This clause will remove

‘| one of the chief grievances of the grain

men, and was one of the most impor-
‘tant matters which came before them

Another clause. provides that all
facility shall be given to the public
to overlook the trading room of the
exchange, and that the prices shall be
posted up in full view of the public.
books, account: books,
papers and records of the in ex-
charge are to be open to the minister
of agriculture or whoever he may ap-
point-to inspect them. z

All bylaws, rules and regulations of
the grain exchange are to be submit-
ter to the lieutenant-governor in coun~
¢il before they are ratified.

Any reputable person is to be ad-
mitted to membership in the grain ex-
change on the payment of a fee of
$100. Any member who is expelled may
appeal to any judge of the -court of
the King’s bench and have evidence
taken as to the cause of his expulsion
‘and have his case tried before that
judge.

The matter of the
ownership of elevators in the interior
was also discussed with the govern-
ment, but no statement was made as
to the vonclusion arrived at in this re-
spect.

Torpedo Boat Flotilla.

Para, Brazil, Dec.” 31.—-The United
States torpedo boat flotilla, which is
following the. battieship  fleét to the
Pacific, arrived here today. They left
Port of Spain on December 25, andare
now five days behind their original
schedule, due to accidents to the ma-
chinery of two of the destroy®rs. The
transport -Arethusa arrived here yes-
terday. The torpedo boats will re-
main here several days.

ONTARIO SUCCESSION TAX

Another Loophole Closed to “Testators
by Judgment of Court of
: £ Appoti :

wheréby wealthy testators may evade
payment ‘of the unpopiilar  sucddession
duty was’ closed this' morning by the
Court of Appeal in giving Jjudgment
‘on ‘an appeal by the plaintiff in the
case of the Attorney General against
the estate of the Late Samuel D.
Woodruff, a St. Cathdrines -million-
aire. § A {

Mr. Woodruff in 1894 ‘transferred to
his four sons property in the United
States.. In 1902 he made a settlement
of his Canadian property on his sons.
The Attorney General’s’ department
held that these transfers were- made

and brought the case before Chief
Justice Falconbridge.  The latter de-
cic}ed that neither settlement wastax-
able.

~ Today the Court of Appeals decided
that . the first wsettlement, covering
property in-the United States, cannot]
be taxed, but that the settlement- of
1902, amunting to $443,257, is subject
to.the duty. . ; L,

SERIOUS CRIME IS~
SCARGE IN THE GITY
But Very Few. More Cases

Handled Last Year Than
i L in A6 e

Despite the increase in the.popula-
tion of the city and the growing transi-
ent traffic the past year was singularly
free of any serious crime. The actual

‘| eases which came up for hearing in the

police court numbered but seven more
than in the previous year, a testimony
to the well behaved character of this’
city’s population. A decided increase,
however, took place in the number
those unfortunates who were held at
the police station for.safe-keeping, this
including those who applied for lodg-
ing owing to their inability to pay for
the same. The total number of ‘those
who were held fon -safe-keeping was
414, compared with 276 - the previous
yvear, while the number sent to the
asylum was but twelve, compared ‘with
fifteen thé preceding twelve months. -

“While the actual figures for the past
year of the ameunt of property report-:
ed lost or stolen and . that, recovered
have not yet been compiled, it is stated
by the police officers that 1907. com-
Dares very favorably with the previous
year. - The year has been singularly
free of serious crimes, though-the num--
ber of suicides shows an increase be-
ing seyen, compared with two in 1906,
Btglnpthe‘y‘enr the -local
'suffered the loss in the, death of Sergt.
awton, who for twenty-one years hag

had doné much : i
ceed. him Constable Carson
‘pointed to the position. = gt
. Below is given a_ summary. of th
year's: work "of the police departmi
with a comparisen with the previous

year : %
Rn’s b

W,

Court ' Safe-’ Sentto
Cases keeping Asylum Tot. Patro
L AR 40 - 18

(51
62

Dec.

i

1203
1061

i
Total 777
1908 ,,. 770

Ty . N o
GNI Rt - e

41
.| company dt::mrtbo‘-vyeir 1907, which
[ £37,000 in 1906.

posed by the grain exchange on its/

or employees, nor ‘the terms of such| -

government |’

Toronto, Dec. 31.-—AmHbtHer; 1dophote)

in order to evade the succession tax,|

| s6:118; 1907, 66,000,

| added. ; :
t| .In addition to this it is now .an-

.| than in 1906. The figu:

-police force "

been a valued member of the force and |
“bring that body up
{to its present efficient state. ue- |

g | is among the dead. The 1ers. wer
ety B B et

?

| Rossland, Dec. 31,—The Le Roi quo-
tft::: i‘a"va:y low, 14¢ being asked for
‘gquotation is the small earnings. of the
amounted only £3,000 againat)
‘It is understood that
‘W. A. Carlyle, formerly manager of
the Le Roi -and o British Ameri-
‘can - Corporation properties, has been
.appointed consulting engineer for the
Le Rol Mining company, and. will
come here shortly from London - for
the purpose of looking over the affairs
-of the mine.
‘eight years ‘was the manager of the
"famous Roi Tinte copper mines in
in, which position he recently re-
ed for the purpose of becoming a
consulting engineer in London.  Be-
fore Mr. Carlyle became ma of

oo i

.- One reason for-the low{

Mr; Carlyle for seven or|

Total For Past Year Over Fifty-
.~ Five - Million

: - Mark
1 SR S
_Victoria’s ‘total bank clearings for
the year 1907 were the largest in'the
history of the city. The aggregate
for, the past twelve months was $55,-
330,242, an increase of $9,714,973 over
the figures’ of 1906, when the clearings

totalled- $45,615,615.
The. past year has beer the most
prospeérous in the history of the city.
In every line of endeavor records have
been made and the totals ' of the
year's operations show a most grati-
(fying increase in every direction. The

.the mines of the British America Cor-
-poration he was provincial mineralo-
‘gist, ahd before that was a professor
of mining at McGill university. As,
‘he has had censiderable experience
‘since he left here in the Rio Tinto
-mines, he should. be able to do con-
‘siderable for the Le Rof.

.7 Rent Reduction-Campaign.

| New York, Dec. 81.—The systematic
i paign fer Jower rents by thou-
'sands of tenants “of the lower East
‘Side ‘began to show material results
today, when many landlords an-
‘nounced that they were ready to make
.reductions in rents. It was stated at
the headquarters of the tenants’  or-
ganization today that the landlorda
already have over 77,000 people to
contend with. .Thé tenants demand
reductions of $2 a month.

Rochette’s Case

Montreal, Dec, 31.—Chief of Pro-
vincial' Detectives McCaskill arrived
in the' city tonight from Chicago,
bringing with him Omer Rochette and
his wife. Rochette, who is accused
.of having poisoned his former wife
in ‘Quebec, was arrested in Chicago
and consented to return without ‘the
formality of extradition. - The story.
was sent out from Chicago stating that
Rochette had confessed his guilf, but
il;lils is emphatically denied by McCas-

_Rimouski Convent Burned.

‘Rimouski, Que. Dec. 31.—The large
convent of the Sisters of Charity here
was destroyed by fire that started
at 6 o'clock this evening. There were
300 persens, mostly children, in the
building at the time, but all were
gotten out in safety. Several out-
houses were destroyed. _Citizens and
firemen saved much of ‘the ¢onvent
furniture. . The convent.was valued
at $100,000. Half of -the loss is cov-
ered by insurance, :

GITY'S GROWTH SHOWN
~ BY STREET RAILWAY

, il 1 .
Company's _Confidence in Vic-
toria Proved By lts Big

Annual Qutlay
T R Rl e PR BT
| . Nothing. is - more indicative ‘of the
.progress of ‘the city and the great
future which is before it than the faith
-displayed in it by the large ‘corpor-
ations operating here. Year after year
for instance the B. C. Electric Com-
pany goes on lncteaslng its plant and
expending money in order that it may
be able to cope not only with the pre-
sent demands, but with those of the
morrow. . ey
.- And judging from ‘the strides made
in the last few years, their confidence
is justified. i
For instance the cars of the street
railway company in the year which
closed last night carried an average
of nearly 1,000 passengers a day more
than in 1906, as is shown by the fol-
lowing table: ; B
Passengers carried;- -1905, 3,092,538;
1906, 3,425,000; 1907, 3,786,801.
- Similarly the large number of new
buildings ‘erected has resulted in a
great increase in the number of elec-
tric. lights used. The increase amount-
ing to 10,000. : £
Permanent lights,, 1905, 49,857; 1906,

o ring the forthcoming year  im-
_provements which will total over $200,-
000, are projected. During the year
-Just ended the following expenditures
on capital account were made:

‘New tollln&stock

- Extension

i DOWEr, s

New track

. Gorge park

ar barn extension; ....

sundries: ... .. .. .

’e
:

In addition to this the company has
'made great extensions in its gas mains
‘and since acquiring the plant has near-
ly trebled the latter ‘in length. When
the company took hold there was but
10 miles of mains in the ¢ity, the year
following 6 miles were’laid, and during
the e?m.r just ended 10 miles were

| nouced - that the company has let the
i contract to the firm of Dely & Fowler,
"of Philadelphia for the doubling of the
“capacity of the large holder. This
‘work will be undertaken in May or
‘June-of 1908, . - -
Seven million. five hundred thousand
-cubic feet more gas was used last year
ures are:

Gas consumed, 1906, 28,000,000 cubic
rteet: 1907, 35,500,000 cubic feet:

MINE EXPLOSION *
- FILLS TWELVE MEN

A:New Mexican Colliery, - the
~Scene of dhe Latest -
. ~Disaster. - :
ibuquerque; N. M. Dee. 31.—At
‘least nine miners were killed and
three fatally/ and two = seriously’ in-
ed in losion of gas a ‘
S ey e SE R snt oo
g e New Mexico, . = = :
cox, an American mine bogs,

‘Had not the explosion occurred dur-
1 the noon hour, the death list must
©  Trains Taken OFF = ©
7 Deb. 30.~The. C. P, R, ex-
“train from Winnipeg to Calga
taken off Jan. 5th,
ﬂy b also come off,

All vSovo.

$100,000

-be rushed as soon as possible. .

1cre d prosperity, the added com-
mercial importance of the city, the
increasing volume of trade and the
soundness of the city's findncial con-
dition are all reflected in the clearing
returns, the most reliable measure of
& community’s growth and prosperity;
so. much ®o, that the bank figures
have been aptly called the barometer
of -trade, :
- A glance at the. monthly figures’
shew that with the exeeption of Feb-
Tuary, Octobér and December, every
month during the past year exceeded
the corresponding month: of the
year previous, and that, ton, in spite
of the fact that during ‘the year 1906
there was experienced an unusually
active movernent in real estate, which
considerably swelled the bank figures,
The past year the increase in trade
has been of natural and stéady
growth. 3
Below is ghven the bank clearings
for each month of the past year, as
compared. . with the corresponding
month of the previous year:
January $3,909,509
February 3,760,822
March . 4,059,607
April 4,564,411
4,853,411
4,848,161
5,208,912
5,026,571
4,422,869
5,304,664
5,030,519
4,361,242

$3,517,434
3,888,017
3,873,215
8,272,826
3,320,781
2,992,568
3,849,657
3,791,456
3,874,997
5,678,017
4,024,606
4,532,240

September
October
November
December

$55,330,688 $45,615,615

"Swedish Minister of War.
Stockholm, Dec. 31.—Major Gen. O.
B. Malm, commanding the Stock-

holm division, was today appointed
Minister of War. /

Belgian Minister Dies.

Brussels, Dec., 31.—M. De Troos,
Premier ‘and Minister of the Interir,
died today. The death of M. De Troos
further complicates the situation with
regard to the annexation by Belgium
of the Congo Independent * State. * It
was to him that all the political par-
ties looked to arrive at some sort of a
eompromise, as it was understéood . he
possesged considerable influence with
King Leopold. It is not known asyet
who will be his successor.

"‘AppointedvExecqtl e. o
At dimeeting of the B
bia/.Timber and Forestry -

agsocial
last: evening in Pioneer; hall . the |

held 1
following executive = committee was
appointed to serve - for.!the ensuing
year: H. 8. Pringle, G. H. Barnard, A.
Bell, - Willilam Blakemore, . J. Pal-
mer, Mr: McClure, Mr. Hardwick, Mr.
Allen, J. D. Billing and. J. H. Mc-
Gregor:
e . To Be Extradited | .

‘Waghington, .-Dec. 31.—The state de=
partment today granted extradition
papers in the case of Manlio Roncone,
under arrest ‘in  Montreal, Canada,
charged with having embezzled $6,000
belonging to Mrs. Madeline \Cuneo, of
Philadelphia. Eif

Death of Rev. George Simpson.

Huntsville, Ont.,, "Dec. 81.—Rev.
George Simpson, for many years asso-
ciate editor of the Interior; Chicago,
and at one time editor of the Canada
Presbyteriani died here today, aged 75

years. He leaves a widow and two
‘sons. x

INPROVEMENTS T0.
*E & N RALWAY
Traffic on the Local Line Has

Greatly Increased During
Past Twelve Months

Traffic on' the E. & N. railway has
increased greatly during the past
twelve months. - To such an extent has
it grown that the present terminal
facilities -are entirely inadequate ’ to
handle the business, and the company
in order to rct_ea'xetth'e capacity have
purchased additional yard room in this
city. Until the dispute with the ‘city
is settled nothing further will be done
to utilize these though traffic is held
up thereby. , Y S ¢

The E. & .N. has in the meanwhile
been effecting numerous improvements
to the.right-of-way between this -city
and Ladysmith. CHief amongst = the
improvem: .‘are  ‘those at Waugh
creek, where by changing the line, one
bridge is uired where two formerly
were necessary and upon ‘which the
steam shovel is still working and the
new masonry arch.at Nanaimo com-
pleted a“amonth ago after the entire
summer’s work. Filling upon the lat-
ter will' be commenced early in Jan-
uary. 4 3

. The clearing of the right-of-way be-
tween Nanoose bay and Alberni is pro-
‘ceeding most . satisfactorily. Three
gangs of men are working upon the
first section of the road, and the con-
tracts for the balance.of' the clearing
hg:: already been, let.* The plant is
; dy upon the scene and work will

. With the clearing of the right-of-way
completed, grading will be immediately
oomrnenced i £ et

O

~ Petroleum For Fuel.
‘Washington, Dec.. 31.—Possibly the
fact that California produces great |
‘quantities of petroleum inclines *Sec-
retary of the- United States Navy
Metcalf to favor the use- ~that fuel
in the navy where it can be beneficial.
Therefore plans for thé new torpedo
boat *destroyers about ‘to be prepared
will probably - include a requirement
that they be equipped for burning oil.
_The fact that the newest Brtﬂbh,'goath
‘of this s, which have: attained the
extraordinary speed of forty miles an
r; are oil-burners : has in ced

e R R RS

sel for -theé surrender of Port.

sh Colums« |
- : =

11906, to

the United States Navy department in| from
favor of the adoption of nﬁa‘@ﬁ i
S 5 : Seaheak 4

f

' Keefer on board

rg, Dec. 31.—The  trial
by courtmgrtial of Lieut.-Gen. Stoes-
fortress to.the Japanese entered upon
its final stage today. The ‘court heard
evidence upon the council of war of
December 29, when the members of

the council refused .to entertain = the|-

suggestion .of surrender.and actual ea-.
pitulation. - The prosecution intro-.
duged the estimate of Gen. Smyrnoff
that the resistance could have been
prolonged for six weeks more. A ‘num-
ber of witnesses t ed to ‘the in-
dignation with which the propaesal to
capitulate was received by the council
of war, but certain officers from the
firing-line gave  contradictory evi-

| dence, and intimated that the boldest

counsel against surrender were given
by those who were stationed furthest
from the enemy. The troops were dis--
pirited and sick almost to a.man with,
seurvy, it was declared, and  if = the
capitulation had been delayed: the
fortress would have fallen before the
first vigorous attack of the Japanese.

* NEW YORK’S PROJECT

Public Service Commission Proposes.
to Build New Subway at Cost
of $67,000,000, -

New York, Dec. 31.—The public ser-
vice commission today approved pre-
liminary plans for a new subway ex-
tending from the Battery to the Bronx.
The estimated cost is $60,000,000. Pro-

visions are made also for a spur con-
necting with- Manhattan bridge in the
east and extending to West street on
the North river, thus  $apping all
north ‘and south through lines.  The
estimated cost -of this spur is $7,000,-
000. The resolution directs the chief
engineer and counsel to prepare fimal
plans and specifications to be submit-
ted to the board of estimates and ap-
portionment for its approval. y

) T
Yale Professor Dead.

New Haven, Comn., Dec. 31.—Prof.
Day Seymour, one of the most distin-
guished of the professors in Yale uni-
versity, died today .after a short ill-
ness.

Customs Receipts Decrease
Ottawa, Dec. 31.—The customs rev-
enue for the Dominion for Decembper
totalled $4,093,066, a decrease of $91,-
887, as compared with the same monta
last year. This is the first decrease
shown for some years. The revenue
for the nine months, however, shows

an !nc;ease over 1906 of-$6,983,802. -

YUKON MERCHANTS
ANXIOUS T KNQW

Railway - Commission’s Deci-
sion-on Whit? Pass Rates )

Dawson,  Dec.. 81,—~Yukan meé
intend to probe the mystery of the
“reserved  judgment” - of; the Railway
Commissioll 'on their appeal for a re-
duction of the Yukon Pass freight
rates -from coast; points to Dawson.
To this .end John R.. Gray, presi-
dent | of the Dawson Hardware Co.,
has gone to the federal capital.

At his instance the Board of Trade
espoused . tie cause and got the Gov-
ernment to send the Railway Com-
mission of Canada to Dawson in July,
investigate the complaints.
The. Commission, comprising . Judge
Killiam and Mr. Mills, sat at Dawson
for several days. The White Pass
officials were here with their special
counsel, Mr. Chrysier, K.C,, of Ottawa.
President Graves’ of .the railway was
also here from Chicago and London.

-After a strenuous battle, in which
many of the merchants of Dawson
assisted in the cause for lower rates,
and in which Henry Bleecker was
counsel for the Board of Trade, and
F. T. Congdon as legal adviser, repre=
sented the territory and co-operated
with Mr. Bleecker, the -nquiry came
to a close. - @

The Commission announced that it
would have its traffic expert, who was
here th. the:body, stop at Skagway
and investigate the books of the
White Pass, and write back the results:
from Skagway, -and that as soon as
possible a full report and a decision
would be rendered at Ottawa.

Since the commission left here not
a scratoh of the pen nas been heard
from any member or any other
branch of the Governmert regarding
the visit here. No more has been
heard of the body than though it
never knew of Yukon. The Dawson
Board of Trade has made inquiriés and
passed resolutions of condemnation:
and otherwise, but not a whispéer has
been raised from the lost commission..

"Mr. Gray says that the high rates
of transportation into - this “country

are a detriment to the region and that.|

he intends to probe about in Ottawa
and try to find if there is such a thing
as a Commission: still in - existence,
and if so, if it Has any récollection of

ever having been in Dawson. He|.

means, ‘he says, to' try to get .some
decision and to get some relief for the
Yuken. T

 Mr. Gray states that while'in Ottawa
he also means' to see the ‘proper au-
thorities on a number of other matters.

The question of rallway franchises 5

one of tiuese. He believes that no mere
franchises to build into Yukon should
be given until something is done to-
ward 'building in connection with the

franchises already granted..

PETREL LAYS CABLE,
. LAYS CABLI

Telephonic Communication Establish.
. ed by Government Steame ~£';-!'ft'bo"‘“h”

== Islands of Gulf = - -
{From Wednesday's Daily) .
The “cable-laying” steameér Petre
réturned to port yesterday mp::?;gl
after completing the w«:rk,;oz’la,ymg a
cable between Salt Spring island and
Pender island and between, the other
islands to connect with Vancouver
nd. A scow was fitted up t
he . cable - which - ‘the
‘Steamer Petrel, Capt. Barrie, towed

between the islands while the cable

‘was paid out. The lengths of o

between Salt Spring and Pender :%g
between that island and. Denman angd
from there to Hornby ‘and across to
the island coagt ars e<risiared at about
two miles at each stretch. The. Petrel
completed the work a few days ago,
and proceeded to New Westminster.
where she arrived with My

| honor:

e

Terminal - City Council Dis-

_cusses Question of Mak-
- ing a Change .

Vancouver, Dec, 31.—Ald. Bird's re-
solution concerning the change of the
rule.of government of the city from
its -special charter to the Municipal
Clauses Act came up in the form of a
resolution recommending the matter to
the careful attention of the incoming
council, . LA

Ald. Bird in supporting the resolution
said that a-cursory reading of the city
charter had made it evident t6 his
mind that the document had been re-
ferred to the solicitors for the corpor-
ations operating in the city before it
was fiflally approved. At every point
the British Columbia Electric Railway
Company, the Vancouver: Gas Com-
pany, the British Columbia Telephene
Company and the C. P. R. appeared to
be protected against any claim by the
city. The speaker had thought that
the city had a hold on the tram com-
pany by constructing a municipal line
on streets where the company refused
to build or majntain an adequate ser-
vice. But he found ourt that under the
charter the company's entire ‘rights.
would first have to be bought out. It
was evident that the city council pass-
ing the charter was very subservient
to the corporation solicitors. Person-
ally he doubted the value of the alleged
right of the city to take over the Bri-
tish Columbia Electric Railway Com-
pany’s lines in 1918. The right of the
city as far as taxation of corporations
was concerned was also Hmited by the
charter, .since no -sworn statement of
valuations.could be demanded as was
the case under the Municipal Clauses
Act,

Ald. Bird pointed out that the matter .
of the expense of securing-amendments

to_the charter was a very considerable
item, over $25,000 having dlready been
spent by the city in this line. And the
result-of the whole work was the crea-
tion of a charter which was today far
from up-to-date and savored of an-
tiquity. ,The committee of the provin-
eial house taking up the Municipal
Clauses Ac¢t year by year was much
more capable of maintaining a measure
which fitted the growing needs of the
city than was a city couneil. Toronto
was governed by a similar measure,
and no difficulty had ever been found
there.. ' Many ' contradictory clauses
were found in the charter, and the
Municipal Clauses Act, and it required
an astute lawyer to find out the real
meaning of ‘the ‘clauses.

Nearly gevery alderman about the
council Hoard agreed that Ald. Bird’s
suggestion ‘for the ‘consideration of the
change .wak a wise move, though ‘all
believed that the question should be
first theroughly investigated. It ‘was
stated that the reason for the inser-
tion of the corporation privileges in the
charter was due to’the fact that the
city was then not in a position to dic-
tate terms and had to take things as
it could ‘get them. Ald. Hepburn re
plied' to the statements with regard to
the purchase of the British Columbia
Electric Railway Companys rights by
reealling -that: there had been a time

| when-the city voted on a bylaw:for.the

{murchase . of. these rights ;for . $27/
‘THe ‘electors had voted .this. measura
down, and the speaker affirmed that
many eof the men who were now.clam-

ng so strongly for munieipal owner-
ship had fought the bylaw to the full
-extent of .their powers. =
_.The. resolution commending the
question to the next council was adopt-
ed unanimously. :

The board of control scheme was in-
troduced on a resolution declaring . it
‘advisable that a plebiscite on the ques-
tion be taken. £

Ald." Ramsay supported the resolu-
tion claiming that the ¢ity had now
reached a stage when the board of con-
trol was advisable. It would reduce
the harmful ward spirit: which ‘was
often entirely too rampant tn~ the
council. As far as expense was con-

- cerned this could be met partially by

cutting out the aldermanic . salaries.
This action would be fair inasmuch as
the controllers would take over all the
committee work. The final result of
the plan. would, he believed, be the
economical and judicious expenditure
of the public funds. - ;

Ald. Brydone-Jack said the Moun#
Pleasant ‘people objected to the idea
that membership on the proposed board
was limited: to ex-members gf the
counefl. g <

‘It was answered that this provision
was not in the -amendment under
which the city might adopt the scheme,
the clause along this line having been
cut out at Victoria. It was also ex-
plained that even should the proposed
plebiscite pass it would ‘be necessary
tgr the electorate to finally pass a by-
law before the scheme was operative.

Ald. ‘McDonald .and MecSpadden de-
_clared their opposition to the plan on
the ground that the city was not yet
Jlarge enough to demand such a ‘mode
of ‘government. Ald. Bird, favored

ny of their views, but still thought
the question should be submitted to a
pleblseite yote,.. < 7 f P

A8 there was a bare quorum of the
council present at this time, Mayor
Bethune suggested that the question be
laid over wntjl/ méxt Monday night
when it would be possible to obtain a
fuller vote on the subject, and his
views were assented to. ;

Manila, Dec. 31.—Governor Lopez, of
Ilojlo, has been  shot and serlously
wounded by a -digappoiqted~ polmclan.

. Lord’s Day Alliance.

Toronton; Dec. 31.—Rev. Dr. Shear-
er was chosen vice-president of
the Lord's Day AlHance in place of
Hon. G. P. Graham, who declined the

2

-+ Awarded Medal.

New York, Dee. 31.—~The announce-
ment was made ‘today-that the first
Perkin medal for achievements. in ap-
plied chemistry would be awarded to
John B.° hoff, of New~York.

~Montreal Customs Receipts
Montreal, Dec. 31.—Customs returns
for the port of Montreal Zor the year
were $16,840,000 or $2,732,000 greater
than last year. - S

- J. D. Cameron’s Judgeship
- Winnipeg, Dec. 81 —~The Government
proclaimed today by “dn council
the act creating an additional judge
on the epurt of King's Bench of Mani-
toba. ' This proclamation means the
final step towards the appointment of
goan ,Don;'.‘!gn C’ame‘:o‘_n; K. C, of Win-

, & > of the court of King's
Benc!:kf of Manitoba, which it has been
T N e e <

lon. Government

yesterday mornips.

! )

pending the
155" the” dam

. in force of the act

- Friday, Janus
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