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Denver, slowly recovering from a frac- Macbeth, Portia and Katherine, while

tured skull. There was a terrible gash | My, Sothern comes forward in Macbeth
at the back of Miss Rudolph’s neck. {Shyl(x»k and- Petruchio. i

but her suffering now is chiefly from
shock at the instant death of Hum-
phrey Praed. her ¢ocmpanion in the ac- George Tyler, of Liebler & Co., who
cident, has been in London for the past three
i weeks, has purchased from George
1Ed\\'ardes. the English manager, the
| American rights to “His Highness, My
tion with the recent experiences of Olga ! Husband,” which was prioduced in the
Nethersole's performances. Within | English metropolis last spring and
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| . . . y:
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SIGNORINA ADE LINE BELLONE.
Society’'s Favorite Soprano. Late feature of the Band of Russo.
at the Londcn Vaudeville Theater next Week.

GREAT IS THE POWER
OF THE CIRCUS PASS.

York, Deec. 17.—When we se€
the robins flitting about from tree to
tree we know that spring is not far off;
but when we discover Frank J. Wil-
stach on Broadway we know that Viola
Allen will soon be at the Knicker-
bocker.

It may surprise some to learn that'
this bookish, literary chap had his earli-

est show experience with a sircus—not :

as an ucr(‘blut but as a pres; agent. phiat a Olrcus M has to do, and that
He was telling me the other day that e t% move; and that thieving farmer
he doubted whether the circus people ?outlr ' (;f hf 1,’.ked‘, have bréught us to
would be able to cut out the free list, B .s‘:’r(‘m still with a simple attachment.
as they expected. Last summer Frank ! e oth‘er ‘?ay a well-known: lawyer
“joined on” the Forepaugh-Sells Broth- | tol G that when a young man he was
| ers’ Circus, being the guest of Lewis “3"‘ x i:unty Attorn.ey of Fort CO\"ingtOn,
. Sells in his private car, One day Frank {\ﬁ“xofk He‘ S{l}d: -5 (?ay Sig. Sa}l-
{said to Lewis, that so far as he could h‘] etiel':gg?:h;fnf tomto“n an'dteally
¥ R e it : Ko o > mor g a man came into my
;dlb(‘()\el. every soul in the town they office and €aid that as there was e
|
|

Will appear

New . come up to the ticket wagon

sent a claim for $25 damages done his
barn by the bill posters. The show
people investigated this barn claim and
found that the only real estate which
this individual possessed was located
under his finger-nails. But the claim
was paid just the same. I asked P.aT.
what for, and why, and he replied:
“Well, T'll tell you. There is one thing

and pre-

visited had a pocketful of tickets, and | wavs trouble around the circus he

those who didn’t have them must be e . 4

b \ . v Gk LR, wished to retain my services, offering

Z‘;iff"mg from ingrowing backward ' me ten tickets. I quickly accepted the
ey tickets and the job.

“Yes,” replied Lewis Sells, “I know | . 1

X , @i g : That afterncon, while watching the
e 3 r O us | *

this free ticket distribution by circus show, T was informed that a shell a

people is almost beyond endurance. ) & i B . .

thought awhile back that 1 would put al W As'gon.g on in the side ‘lfh()\\', 1 told

stop to it, so 1 ordered my people to my informer that.I wouldn’t swear out

chop off the free list entirely. But our «g_\\.tl}r]'r‘zm‘t..‘ b?_c"‘“sfg ha’;‘i been r'etamed

first day's experience was a sad oue, | y e circus pecple. There was one
other lawyer in town, and when he was

and satisfied me. Many ? our people | : 2 ¢ AT
were arrested on some paltry charge or | appealed to it was discovered that he

: e < - also had been retained and had ten-
other: the parade was halted by the i p te  The town marshal had been
i retained to watch the cars down at the
| station, and the three active constables
had been retained to watch the ticket
wagon. Squire Jenkins, the Kkeystone

authorities, and it looked as if we would
not get out of the town alive,

“In the afternoon I went down tomy
car for some purpose. I had ‘been |

there but a few minutes when a switch | e ; i
engine hit one end cf the car a terrific °f the edifice, had been retained—also
with ten tickets and a few reserved

jolt and knocked me off my feet. 11 ; 5

remonstrated, and they®said it was an ‘?ﬁeats. So _the s'hell game went on.
accident. In a few . ({T@ﬂt is the power:of a free pass to a
. | circus.

minuteg a freight
car smashed against the other end of | Apropos. Artemus Ward it il
seribe his first lecture as a ‘wonderful

the car and again toppled me OVer. I
objected to this sort of thing and the | :
s e W - .. | success, for the reason that ‘the house
railroad people said ‘it was an acci | was so full that everybody who could
pay was turned from he doors.” It hap-

dent.”
“Then at night, when we started off pened in this way. as St 5
Artemus:

for the next town we discovered that
| the grease boxXes were filled with sand |7 . Walki 3 2 C

ST ik : : | alking about Salt Lake City on

and we had lovely hot-boxes in no time. '\, o hernine hefore the lecture, I ik

the Elder Kimball. Well. I most impru-

[‘Another ‘aecident,” T thought to myself;

and as no cus man likes ‘accidents.’ ! e o :

(T rescinded my order a< to the free list. |dently gAVE him a family ticket. That
{We had no more arrests, the parade  ticket filled the house. and left about
' was pulled off without trouble and we 12 dozen young Kimballs howling in the
8 T cold. After that I iimited my family

had no more ‘accidents. tickets to ‘Elder Jones, ten wives and
{ BARNUM AND THE -FARMER. thirtv children.” ”

| | «“This reminds me of a story P. T. And so I cpine that when the circus

~Barnum once told me. Every time ‘The ; people try‘on their scheme of dispens-

! Greatest Show on Earth’ visited a cer-ing with the desired pasteboard they

\tain hamlet in Vermont a to run-up-against it!

farmer would are going:

| the singer .and gave her

CHRISTMAS DEMORALIZES THEATRICAL AFFAIRS

[Special Letter to The London Ad vertiser.]

New York Dec, 17.—The annual
moralization of theaterical affairs prior

de- (time John Drew will bring his excep-

to the holiday period is upon us and |

the playhouses are beginning to suffer

heavily from loss of patronage. The
streets in the shopping -districts are
crowded with- women and children and
the big department stores " are SO
jammed that in some instances it has
been necessary for the proprietors - to
appeal to the police for assistance in
handling the masses of pushing and
struggling femininity. This condition
of affairs, while showing that business
in general is in a flourishing state, is
disastrous to the amusement managers,
*or it proves that the luxury money of
‘he community is going into Christmas
-ifts and not the box office windows.
There will be few novelties in the
heaters from now until Christmas eve,
for amusement directors fully realize
the futility of making new productions
‘at a time when it is utterly impossible
to interest the public. So we must be
content to let things run along un-
eventfuilly up to the beginning of the
mid-winter burst of merry-making.
The only important exception to the
rule here described will be John J.
McNally’s farcical piece “In Newport,”
which is to be placed in the Liberty
Theater by Messrs. Klaw & Erlanger
with interpretation by the permanent
stock . company organized for this
house. This list of players includes
Peter F. Dailey, Joseph Coyne, Alfred
Fisher, Lee Harrison, Fay Tmpleton,
Virginia Earle, and a lot of others
quite well known for versatility and
talent. It is the apparent design to
present something in the nature of an
amplification of the old Weber &
Fields’ breed of entertainment, but not
with the music hall atmosphere—a
scheme that may prove popular in these
times when there seems to be a general
appetite for very light forms of stage
pastime. Following next upon the “In
Newport’” proposition, we shall observe
the resplendent Lillian Russell in “Lady
Teazle” at the Casino, under the direc-
tion of the fraternal Shuberts. ‘A great
deal is expected of this piece, in which
an attempt is made to occupy the field
of pure comic opera without any of the
broad devices of musical farce. The
Messrs. Shuberts are so convinced of
the public desire for their new enter-
prise that they have announced an
auction sale of tickets for the first
night—a rather risky business proceed-
ing if they are not very sure of their
ground; for anything like a failure of
the sale itself would put
upon the undertaking from
would be hand to recover.

which it

Christmas day,

night, making room at
Square for “Woodland,” which
turn will vacate the New
Theater for the incoming of
Folks,” the new
ward by Joseph Brooks.

a damper

The general interest in dramatic af-
fairg will not be fully awakened until
when there will be a
general shift all along the line. Edna
May will then transfer herself and her
company to Daly’s Theater for a fort-
the Herald
in

York
‘“Home
pastoral drama put for-

!which

to be adopted by Thompson & Dundy
tionally successful season at the Em- with the opening of their new and vast
pire Theater in “The Duke of Killi- i Hippodrome. The managers namel will
crankie” to its termination, and Maude | place their own men upon the sidewalk
Adams will follow him with a fine re- near the various entrances to the struc-
vival of “The Little Minister” for a  ture to sell tickets at box office prices,
four weeks' season. N. C. Goodwin, | so that any speculators who r1ay wish
whose admirers have given him cordial | to deal in cards of adm:ssion will find
recognition in “The Usurper” at the it impossible to compete at a profit to
Knickerbocker, will start unon his tour | themselves. It seems odd that some
of the other large cities upon the day |manager hasn’t thought ¢f this arrange-
in question and Viola Allen will come | ment before now, the more especially as
ta town with “The Winter's Tale.” | many of the men in the business of
Bertha Galland, who is playing a fort- | handling theaters are and have alwvays
night’'s engagement at the Majestic | been genuinely opposed to speculation,
Theater with “Dorothy Vernon of Had- The chances are that when the new
don Hall,”” will resume her out-of-town plan is placed in operation at the iip-
journeyings and ‘“‘Buster Brown,” | podome many of the persons who have
is said to have been accepted been loudest in their condemnaticn of
with widespread enthusiaSm elsewhere, speculation as a system, wiil be moan-
will be placed on show at the Majestic. | ing pitecusly over their inability to
These, with a few minor matters of 'have the most desirahle seats reserved
newness, will amply serve to key the them at 1dvanced rates, 1,
metropolis up to concert pitch, so to strange as it may appear, the.e ave
speak, and cause the managers to for-  multitudes in New Y ork  who would
get the vexations of the ante-Christmas rather patronize the dealers than the
term. box office,
| 7

“Lieah Kleechna,” the new piec= by
M. 8. McLellan, presented by Mrs.
Fiske and her company at the Manhat-
tan Theater, is rather too lugubrious to
prove a 'po » Success. Mrs. Wiske
seems to ! acquired the impress:on
that the sunny side of life is unsuitable
for dramatic purposes and that it is
her mission to imnersonate: heroines
suffused with gloom. Doubtless this
| view is highly arti » but it will herd-
ly mrevail in this day and generation,
“Ieah Kleschna” was written for Lena
formed between N. C. Goodwin and {\,ﬂ:\?"ll od R_('\'“']:i Taber, who were
N : : o have produced it in London. The
Charles Frohman under which Mr. | geath of Taber, however, threw the
Goodwin will play the principal part AT £ wpon {3 it = e
in “The Beauty and the Bargee” (not s s Pon e T
the “Barge”) is especially felicitous.
for it Dbrings together the biggest
manager and s & o}>113i91'1 the bes Theater Christmas Day will be an
actor in this country.  The character | interesting event. Terry 1,‘, L
Goodwin is to impersonate is a bargee Lk RS ent. lerry has for many
. s o | years been a favorite comedian in Lon-
in whom pathecs and humer are blended | gon. playing in his own theater, but
very effectively—just the sort of role | £, ‘some 1‘1n":-\l1;1:x1'.‘1[:l vt"?wm“n‘n (:;n*:‘L
that will suit the actor’s best talents. can manager until now has le\tﬂl‘:llbl)'

ftor

When Fritzi Scheff revives “Fatanit-
za’ at the Broadway Theater she will | C.
play the role of Vliadimir, although that
is not the prima donna part. The prin-
cipal feminine character of this opera
is a particularly showy one in a musi-
cal sense, and the piece is now b=ing
changed to transfer the best melodies
te Vladimir, sggthat Mme. Scheff may
have every opportunity to shine hoth
as actress and singer.

The combination that hag

peen

The coming of Edward Terry and his
London comedy company to the Prin-

Cess

|
|

At the same reason of a very

e =% : . | considered the idea of bringing him
The building law conditions, in their this country. The \-"mw "i’-{u'l!;i(l)ll h,,t;;
application to theaters, have unexp ¢~ prevailed i bhevicns S Elances As T
edly placed Lew Dockstader in a verV | tphe case of Charles Hawtry who turned
e{“mble position. The plans whicil | gut to he very successful when finally
were among the last to be filed under | presented to this public long after it
the old system, were of course ac.juired | yadq been L,—:‘“,f,um\'- qimt'-d & t(h’lt he
with the real estate upon which the | ouldn't do. Perhaps Mr Terry will
house is to be erected, and another syn-| follow snit and demonstrate that the
dicate has just discovered that 1t wishes | manag .vs who passed Rivh v i e
& e - abagtIs asse Yy as d T
to go into the _thea'ter constriuction USi- | gesirable vroperty overlooked a good
ness. The new laws makz2 1t practically
impossible to build a playhouse with
any earthly chance of profit, ani <o the | The establishing of popular prices at
plans passed by the deparimen. afore | the hiz New York Theater will make
prohibitive restrictions went into effect | pivalry. 3 v » .
. rivalry between tha S Y
have vastly increased in value. M. A\‘.“,{w,‘li\. of 1{1’]}1\.5‘? 'i\-},l,]\‘.;:] g}mal'(ig f,he
Dockstader could sell out at 2 Veryljoyed a monopoly in the ‘irw((;f fur%liég_
heavy profit if he wished to do so, but ing big att: \'H‘\I.,q Lt 10'\‘\. rates of ad-
he laughingly cbserves that what s ST e il dimriy
. b s e 1. i quite likely that there
good enough for any one else to buy is g kova b ;
eiite good' ity e ki to 3 : is a good field for a second enterprise
e Cmun L OB, of the same kind, inasmuch as the
R Academy been immensely profit-
If the New York public really wants able, and there appears to be z':.nlrjnnnle
to.be rid of ticket S})t‘(‘uli‘l‘tﬂl‘s the | supply of material suitable for such a
thing can now be accomplished by  theater.
simple system that is!

investment.

missi is

has
H
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James Young, now
appeared in the title
which endured a briefly

died of public neglect when

romantic
and New .Jersev.

Laura Bennett, recently in
ville and now playing with “On the
Suwanee River,” in the part of “A\}nt
| Lindy,” has made quite an impressioen
with her managers, and she is to be
starred next season in a new play.

—a——

vaude-

Says the dramatic critic of the New
York Telegraph:

1 see there are a couple of more buds
going to burst on the stage. Isn’t it
immense when one of your smart set

wants to give up home and mother 10

play the one night stands and put up
with all the inconveniences that were
| handed out to our forefathers!

1 could never understand it. I know
of several instances where loving moth-
ers have deserted home and fireside to
become actresses and then have gone
along playing the tanks and stringing
themselves into the belief that they
were having a good time.

One in particular. She was in the
“400” of Chicago and she gave all this
up to play thinking parts with the trag-
| edian. She went without food and sleep
| hecause it was impossible to obtain
! them in the one night stands and do the
| traveling. But she was happy because
| same of the Punkville papers referved
to her as an actress, and that counter-
balanced all the rest.

| Another case in view is that of a

| Theater.

Theatrical Gossip of Interest.

Otis Skinner will appear next season !itely
in all probability as Lord Byron, 1n a

P \d § | good luck omens workec i

l}lew gy tdkef} from the popular novel |mel'\t Miss Gunning will remain with | design. EEA K
The Outcast.”” The scenario has been | {he “Love's Lottery”
prepared and is under consideration.
The only attempt to present Lord By-
ron’s life in a play was made several
years ago by Rida Louise Johnson.
with Viela Allen,
role of the play,
prosperous tour
of several weeks through the south, but
it was
taken to the more strenuous but less
atmosphere of Pennsylvania

settled whether she will sing s«'lnsi.\h andal.’ That notion was probably
of appear In a little musical piece. Up "h\'- to the number of horseshoes and
to the time of her vaudeville engage- {other

I hope

that it may bring for-
;lmm to you.”

Company.

Ada Rehan has sent to Lillian Rus- |
sell, with her compliments, the screer |
which was used in the production "L i g
“The School for Scandal,’” at l)al)'s'\ iola
Miss Russell will employ this |
article of furniture in her production
of “Lady Teazle.” The screen in ques-

Haines, who in the past has
been leading man for such actresses as
Alle Fiske and Blanche
Bates, is to be brought forward as a
|star. His stellar debut will take place
lat the Berkely Lyceum Theater in New
tion is of tapestry, and is handsome. | York on Jan. 2, and his vehicle will be
In addition, Miss Rehan writes: “Both | a new romantic comedy entitled “Once
Mr, Daly and myself always cherish- | Gpon a Time,”’ written especially for
ed the foolish notion that this screen him by his nlaywright wife, Genevieve
had something to do with the success G. Haines, author of “Hearts Aflame,”
of the production of ‘The Schocl for etc. The scenes are laid in Spain.

Robert

n, Mrs.

|
'\
‘.
!
1

|

i
!

‘;Chicago minister. He was beloved bV |
' his flock and had a handsome North |

' Side home. He abandoned them all

10 ;

play small parts and the utility boys|
!in the company used to put up all sorts:

| of jobs on him. They rehearsed him ten

| hours a day, filled his shoes with glue!
‘g0 that he would stick in his lines, and |

'he stood for it all and never once de-
i serted the ship.

Now. what is the fascination about
| this grease paint? I never could fathom
"it. Even the best of our actresses who
i travel in their own private cars do not
i live as well as any of our middle class
in_ their Harlem flats,
' shunted up and down the side track

of a railroad yard all night when you
I are trying to get some sleep, and after

| the performance at night being com- |

pelled to travel over miles of railroad
i tracks on foot to find your private car!
Then everything is cold and drearV.
| Talk ahout the Wandering Jew; he was
“not in it with the Thespian. But then
i they lead
| dora hear of any one of them dying ex-
{ cept from old age. So I guess that is
{ the answer.

A New York dispatch says: Miss
Louise Gunning, whose beautiful voice
and acting have helped make “Love’s
f.ottery,”’ a success, will appear as a
star at the head of an opera company
next season. Several managers are ne-
gotiating with her and a well-known
composer and librettist are thinking
out the plot and music.

Miss Gunning’s success in “Love’s
Lottery’’ has attracted much attention,
and Mme. Schumann-Heink, one of the
first to urge her to head a company.
wants Miss Gunning to sing in grand
opera. She has invited her to be her
guest in Europe at the close of the sea-
son. to meet grand opera singers and
study for several parts.

Mme. Schumann-Heink’s fondness for
‘the goung soprano was shown when
l"Love's Lottery’’ opened at the Broad-
| way Theater. After Miss Gunning had
| inished singing her principal song end
| the house was applauding its approval
i Mme. Schumann-Heink rushed up to
an emnvhatic

kiss.

Before her appearance with her opera
company Miss Gunning will appear in
vaudeville. She has signed a contract
! for a term of six weeks begihning early

Think of being |

a charmed life, and you sel-!

|

|
1
H

|
i

!

in February. It has not yet been defin-
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One of the most important questions now before the theater-going public
of this city is what is the feeling of Lundum\,r.&’ toward vaudeville? For well
on to two months now, Mr. C. W. Bennett, an American with plenty of
money, and the nerve to put it in where he thinks money is to be made, has
conducted the London vaudeville Theater under the management of Mr. Ww. C.
Fleming. At the prices asked the entertainment offergd has never been
equaled in London. In fact, several w eeks the performances have averaged
a 25, 50 and 75-cent quality, though the prices of admission were but 10, 15
and 25 cents, Every effort has been made by the management to make the
house attractive, and the wants of theater-goers have been looked after in
the most praiseworthy manner. The pas sing around of trays of ice water dul_'-
ing a performance is a small matter, but it shows that the management is
alive to the interests of its patrons. Then a ladies’ parlor has been fitted up
for the use of those who frequent the house, and other arrangements have been
made for the comfort and convenience of the public. But above all this, the
management is to be congratulated upon its determination to cater to the
best class of theater-goers. In these days when money is to be made through
the runnivg of a theater devoted to the engaging of the lowest burlesque and
variety ag-regations the temptation to run such a house is very great. But
Mr. Bennett has chosen to conduct a theater wherein nothing that is in the
slightest degree offensive will be found, and where any lady may g0 without
fear of coarse jokes, or rude jests or gestures. Of course, Mr, Bennett has
been tolerably well rewarded for the comrse he has pursued, and has had the
satisfaction cf seeing the best class of theater-goers occupying boxes, cr
seated in the pit, of his theater, but the patronage might well be improved
upon. The fact that two theaters can find a profitable field in London is good
advertising for the city, and as the performances being put on are for the
most part worth double the money, there is no reason why the London Vaude- .
ville should not be rewarded with a large attendance. Of caurse the nightly
attendance at the London has been excellent and the management is well
satisfied, but in a theater it is a case of the more the merrier, and the Loa-
don is no qxception. s
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