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Dry Appeals to the

President and the Pope zens, I amGovernment” to this end. To quote 
a wet view, the anti-Prohlbitioaiat sL 
-L«nl| post-Diapatch is conveyed by 
it all “that having . forced an uji-(Lltorary Digest) >

I B01 number one on the Senate list 
feor the seesion is Senator Edge's pro- 
Iposal to legalize beer and light wines. 
|And so Probobition takes its place 
Lgaln as a leading legislative issue, 
Us flood of wet and dry bills being 
k-eceded by a veritable tumult of -ac
cusations, lamentations, appeals, re
futations and insinuations that till the 
Washington air Just as Congress 
|peets. A veteran Prohibitionist—;

call'intb existence the Kh ^fix-klan.
"The- great body is? --Nperlcao: citi

zens have alwayk-respected the Çatho- 
lic Church ws the unflinching advo
cate ot every hoiÿe virtue as'well as 
public duty; and one wocd from'your 
Holiness, reiterating what wes-always‘ tending against them." As .the 

Springfield Republican’s Washington 
correspondent explains:

I “The Anti-Saloon League, which 
■ has always been regarded by thq 
! wets as the most rabid collection of 

reformers, now turns out to be con
servative in comparison with the dry 
radicals. The radicals are suspicious 
of the reorganization ot the Federal 
Prohibition unit. What they really 
want is that the enforcement work 
be'placed in the hands ot men who 
profess a belief in the law as well as 
in enforcement ot the law. The dif
ference between them and the leader
ship ot the League Is that the League 
does not ask an official to believe in 
the merits ot Prohibition and does 
not care particularly about his per
sonal opinion as long as he makes an 
honest attempt to enforce the law.

“There is, accordingly, a really 
serious struggle for leadership now 
going on between the conservative 
and radical drys, with many efforts 
being made to bridge the breach be
fore it widens beyond the skill ot the 
conciliators. The wets, of course, are 
hopeful that the dry ranks are break
ing."

j.- Clinton N. Howard ot Rochester, 
New York, is a veteran Prohibition-- 

j ist who is chairman of what is known 
I as the United Committee for Prohi- 
I bition Enforcement, made up ot the 
j representatives ot twenty-six dry or
ganizations, including the Association 
ot Catholics Favoring Prohibition, 
the Methodist Episcopal Board ot 
Temperance, Prohibition, and Public 
Morals, the Presbyterian Depart
ment ot Moral Welfare, the Baptist 
Social Service Committee, and the 
International Order of Good Temp
lars: la the committee’s report, 
which he wrote and made public on 
December 2, Mr. Howard said that 
“the President has done some fine 
moralizing on the general enforce
ment of law, but he has never yet 
definitely and unreservedly commit- 
'ted his Administration to the en- ; 
forcement ot the Enghteenth Amend- < 
ment as provided by his oath to sup
port and defend the Constitution." 1

felt was the Catholic position' of re
spect for civil authority ' in5 accord
ance with the Holy Scriptures,’ that 
all authority is of God, would t he a 
large contjftbution to the moral- wel-' 
tare and progress of our Republic. ” 

This brought s rep* from the Rev. 
John J. Burke, Secretary of the Na
tional Catholic Welfare Council, to. 
the effect that: V,,
, "Mr. Clinton N. Howard's letter ot 
December 4 addressed to his Holiness 
Pope Plus XL, is like the action ot. 
the Pharisee», attempting by their ' 
questions .to ensnare Christ in Hls 
speech. What belongs ,to America
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the holy father wflj leave to America. 
To the bishops of'the country he has 
entrusted the wqHare ot. the Church
in this country. . . . The Impudence 
of demanding that the holy father 
personally interfere' In the domestic 
political affairs -of .our country will 
be patent tp.jsverjr, oy, prohibition CHILDREN’S 
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is a political question; was born of I 
politics, and to-day is the most crlti-’ I 
cal question in America." •

The appeal to Pope Pius is similarly I 
condemned by the St. Paul Pioneer I 
Press as either “incredibly foolish" I 
or "an absurd attempt te arouse re- I 
ligious prejudice In behalf of the I 
Volstead Law"; and by the Spring- 1 
field (Mass.)' Union as politically I 
stupid. Of course, says the Indian- 1 
apoiis News, “the question is a pure- I 
ly domestic one 1^ connection- with' I 
which there can be do appeal- to i| 
Rome or any other foreign author- I 
ity." Mr. Howard, remarks the. Hart- I 
ford Times, “seems to have forgot- I 
ten that the most frequent charge I 
against the Catholic Church from Ku 1 
Klux HI an sources is that Catholics I 
submit to ‘foreign dictation.”' I

There would seem to be more dif- I 
ference ot opinion over the Howard» ’I 
criticism ot the President. Says the- I 
St. Louis Star: x , J

"It is as proper to hold the Presh I 
dent responsible tor failure to en- I 
force laws as it would be to give him;. " 
credit if they had been enforced. Does 
any one think that the President’s 
friends would refuse credit it the ~ 
law had been enforced- and the. pub- * 

lie was acclaiming him for it? I
“The President, in the last analysis, , 

is responsible alike for the good and 
bad accomplishments ot his Adminis- f- 
tration. It may be ‘good poiitcis’ to:
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long, tolerate the present spurious 
brand of Prohibition, even upon our 
recommendation that it is better 
than what was, or win be in the event 
of some change.

“The bald tact is that locally, na
tionally and internationaUy, as ap
plied to importation, the Eighteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution is not 
now in effective operation, and that 
despite the Constitution and the Vol
stead Law and the claims ot those 
who find comfort in comparisons in 
moral conditions, in matter ot crime 
and drunkenness and in arrests, re
cognized as drink offenses, population 
considered, there is little
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pie probably will not take the United 
Committee seriously, they think it is 
strange that Secretory Mellon would 
do so for the President Recognition 
of the charges that the President has 
evaded enforcement only emphasizes 
the fact that they must strike close 
home."

But it Is considerably easier to find 
editorial defense ot the President.

5.50 and 6.50
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improve
ment between the old license system 

nullification. Theand the present 
country is being debauched with a 
flood ot poisonous liquor, smuggled 
in over the border, flooded In over the 
water, manufactured by hold-over 
brewers under Federal permit and by 
countless barn,

BOYS’. . 
SKATING BOOTS

Sizes 11 to 13 ... »
cellar, garret and 

home-brew stills, bootlegger and bar- 
keep, approximating those who form
erly were engaged in the licensed 
trade.

“To say that this is the, best that 
the Federal Government can do, is 
simply to confess that Prohibition is 
a failure in the United States after 
five years ot trial.

"The Prohibition law has been en
forced half-heartedly, at best, and with 
definite intention that it should be 
broken at worst. The law has not 
been enforced beyond that point 
where, in the opinion ot the enforcers, 
it would hurt the party in power by 
enforcing, it. They are giving us just 
enough ot Prohibition to irritate the 
vital organs of the body politic and not 
enough .to act as a purgative to ex
pel the poison from the national sys
tem."

These statements weri promptly 
disavowed by a number ot Prohibi
tionist leaders, including the officials 
of the Methodist Board ot Temper
ance, and by Anti-Saloon League of
ficials, who express their confidence 
in President OoojUdge. A statement 
wae given out by1 Secretary Mellon 
affirming the sincerity ot the en
forcement organization under his con
trol, and reading in part, as quoted 
in the Washington News:

“Efforts have been made all over 
the country to enforce Prohibition. 
We have tried to enforce the law to 
the fullest extent ot our capacity and 
ability. General Andrews has re
organized the entire Prohibition ser
vice, and. he has found the very best 
men to carry out the law."
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leaders. For—
“More than any other President, 

since the Jaw passed, Mr. Coolidge 
has tried to enforce the law. The 
whole atmosphere of the Administra
tion is dryer, and no better evidence 
of the. sincerity ot bis desire to en
force the law could be given than his 
appointment of General Andrews."

It any answer were needed to the 
Howard attack it is found, observe the 
Washington Post and New Haven 
Journal-Courier, to the tact that at 
the very time Mr. Howard was send
ing his letter to the While House, the 
enforcement authorities were round
ing up in Nêw York the ringleaders 
of one ot the greatest of all boot
legging syndicates.

President Cootidge’s own attitude 
toward enforcement has been re
cently restated to the shape of an in
direct White House announcement 
printed to a New York Times dis
patch from Washington in part as 
follows :

“President Coolidge believes Fed
eral agents everywhere should prose
cute Prohibition law violations in
volving the possession of liquor for 
personal use with the same vigor tbat 
they do organised bootleggers.

“President Coolidge believes that 
Prohibition enforcement should be 
emphasised at the sources ot supply, 
but at the same time he has made it
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and water entered her hold. Thercap- 
tain then decided to put in here for 

, repaire. A survey of the vessel will 
likely be held to-day.
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are to blame tbrthe situation they de
plore. “The Anti-Saloon Dengue's 
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the question mâ^ he ettod as a con
crete example of wfcy Prohibition en
forcement 1» What It is,” we read In 
the Chicago Evening Post. And The 
Journal ot Commerce of the same city
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plain that it I» the bMines* ot the pointa oint that:
Federal Government to proeeteute

sourceliquor leaders wonthe report oa Prohibition enforce
ment Mr. Howard sent a letter to the 
Pbpe, to which, after calling atten- 

I tion to the National Prohibition pol-
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