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MAIL FALSEHOOD
EXPOSED.

Humber Contract Not Dependent on Gov-
ernment Party.---Squires’ Trickery
Delays Work

“T'here is no contract at present,” gays the Mail, “between the |

Government and the Nfld. Power and Paper Co., embodying the
Humber proposition.” “There is,” it goes on to say, “an arrange-
ment between the Liberal Party and the Cgmpany, not between the
Government and the Company.” “It is to the effect,” it adds,

“that if the electors approve of the proposition at the polls, a for-
mal contract will be made between the Government and the Com-

pany as soon as the Legislature can meet.” This absolutely false
statement is deliberately made for the political advantage of Gov-
ernment candidates. It’s purpose is to create the belief amongst
the electors that the Humber proposxtlon is absolutely dependent
upon the Government’s success at the polls.

% % % * %k % * % %

There is a contract now, complete in its details, signed, sealed
and delivered. It is between the Government and the Company.
It is not between the Liberal Party and the Company. The Liberal
Party has never seen the contract, and does not know its terms.
Government candidates are completely ignorant of its conditions.
They will continue till the end of the election to argue in favor of
a bargain not one condition of which is known to them. The con-
tract is not dependent upon the election. There is no word in the
contract referring te the election at the polls. In truth, the Com-
pany, when signing it, supposed that it would be immediately laid
before the Legislature for ratification. It is only dependent, as all
such contracts must be by law, upon the approval of the Legisla-
ture, and that approval can as well be given with a Bennett Gov-
ernment in power as with Squires in the saddle. The fact is, the
contract could now be the law of the land, and the Humber work
could now be in full swing, if Squires had not dissolved the Assem-
bly, so that he might use the promise of a contract as election bait,
as he is now doing, instead of relying upon the gratitude of the
people for a contract ratified and work begun. He argued to him-
self, “if it is made law, the electors will not show their gratitude
“by their votes, but if I can fool them by saying the contract de-
“pends on supporting me, I’ll get their votes, and they may get the
contract afterwards.”

* *x X * % ¥ * ¥ %

For months, last year, Squires and Warren lingered in Lon-
don, negotiating the contract, and at last-Squires outstayed War-
ren, to sign the completed contract, and then the Advocate. an-
nounced in big type, as the public will recall, “the last minute of
“Committee has been signed by the British authorities, Squires
“has completed the contract.” The mere idea that the Company
would sign a contract with a political party is too absurd to be seri-
ously considered. The suggestion that the British Government
has consented to be party to an agreement dependent upon the
political success of Squires, is too ludicrous to tell intelligent read-
ers. And if it were true that no contract had been signed, what
defence could the Government make for all the expenditure that
has been going on for months on the Humber scheme, at the cost
of the Colony? Not long ago, Coaker announced that one million
dollars had been allocated for the work, and ‘that more would be
forthcoming when needed, and now the Mail, the personal organ
of Squires, gravely announces “no contract has been signed.”

* ¥ * * ¥ % * % X

The true position is this, a contract has been made by the
Government of this Colony with the British Government and the
Nfld. Power and Paper Co. to secure the doing of certain things by
each, and large expenditures have already been made, and onerous
obligations undertaken, under the terms of that contract. It is
therein provided, of course, as by law enacted, that the contract is
subject to the approval of the Legislature, but it is British practice
for Parliament to ratify agreements made between British Gov-
ernments and outside parties, as a matter of course, and it would
never occur to a British Government that the Legislature of this
Colony would repudiate an agreement made with it by a Govern-
ment of this Colony. In addition to this binding practice, there is
the further fact that the Colony has already advanced a very large
ameunt of money, running into millions of dollars, for work done
in expectation of ratification, and all this money would be irreeov-
erable, and therefore wasted, if the Legislature should not approve
the contract. It would therefore be practically impossible for a
Bennett Government to oppose ratification by thxegislature of
the contract which has been made and to some considerable extent
already put into force. ¢
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Epeox.\le and tell them beforehand
what the Humber Deal is, then of &
certainty the people won’t trust the

Take it With
Your Eyes Shut Government. They refuse to go it
fbllndly but will turn them out and

It is evident that during the three glect a party who will _give them ev-
vears of Squires and Coaker contrel ery detail and particular about this
they cannot point to one solitary act Deal and who will carry it into exe-
done by them that would commend cution honestly and clear from graft
itself to the people. Their loud shout- provided the Humber Deal is a good
ing about the “Humber Deal” to the thing for the people and for the
exclusion of all review of the past country. Electors, their hiding this
three years is the best proof of our information from you and wanting to
assertion. Having spent the whole imposeé theé Deal on you with your
term of office—three and a half years eyes blindfolded shows that Squires
~—fooling the people, they now ask and Coaker caa’t be m Be on
them to close their eyes to the three ) your guard.
years of political rascality and con- g

Don't f

centrate all their attention on this
Wonderful Humber Deal without {4
making public the comditions of the|
contract. They must take the people
for imbeciles. Squires and Coaker
are afraid to take the public ' into | §
their tonfidence but they mz :
and nnmenco to -ask the people:

A MENACE T0 mn GOVERN-
MENT.

'Phe premt dmrovb state of af-
fairs in the public life of this: fair
Dominion, as well 28 abiding respect
for. the somewhat expansive sense of
self-esteem with which you are em-
dowed makes it necessary for me to

ress this letter to you, and incid-
entally to draw public attention to
the momentous crisis in our affairs
whereby a Government formed and
constituted as it is endeavoring to ex-
ploit the country for their own ends.
It is unnacessary, sir, to ask who and
what these forces” are, what are the
purposes for which such diversé ele-
ments have united, or why the
schemes and cabals and plottings that
are daily being engineered and car-
ried into execution. It is not exag-
gerating to say that the.public are dis-

gusted and dismayed by the revelation
of the past few weeks, and that it
{ will need more than your dissemb-
lings and prevarications to lull the
suspicions that have been awakened
or to quell the ristng flood of public
indignation that will overwhelm you.

If nature, sir, had given you an un-

derstanding qualified to keep pace
with your designs and ambilions,
then indeed, you might be by now well
on the way to the success of your
schemes. We owe it, however, to
the bounty of Providence that very
very often the depravity of the
most depraved politiclan is so unit-
ed with a confusion of the
mind or a weakness of the under-
standing that, his most labored efforts
to deceive and delude become with the
passage of time perile and childish.,
The plot against the destines of our
country has been as gross as the de-
sign. You have now, by your con-
duct, and by that of those associated
with you in the narrow cable that at
present attempts to rule our country,
brought. the merits of your Govern-
ment to an issue of which there can

riotic citizen has no difficulty in pro-
nouncing an emphatiec verdict against
you. When the facts are revealed to
them, as they will be in the course of
time, they will rise in all their might,
and in no uncertain way sweep out
of public life the cligue that now
gseeks to dominate the Government of
our country. With such a cause as
yours and with such an aggregationm
as that which now composes your Cab-
inet, it is not sufficient for you to have
at your disposal the machinery and
the influence of the organization
which you control, or of that which
controls you. Your oath-bound re-
presentatives, your Councils, your ap-
peals to prejudice, will not avail
neither will the horde of servile fol-
lowers that now cluster around you
like bees round the honey pot. You
cannot, you dare not, corrupt or in-
timidate the jury to which you must
make your appeal. The collective
body of our electors, free and un-
polluted by your poisonous appeals
to passion or to prejudice, constitute
that jury, and their decision wiH for-
ever remove from the councils of this
Dominion the greatest danger that has
menaced our ideas and our free in-
stitutions since the advent of Re-
sponsible Government. The time has
now arrived when your threats and
voilings, your arrogance, your selfish-
ness, your narrowness, your tyranny
ceases, and a people who have been
enlightened into your misdoings and
utter unfitness, will not longer allow
themselves to be persuaded into your
belief. In a few short weeks you and
your assosiate in scandals and squan-
dermania will learn the wishes and
will of an independent electorate
when by the power of the ballot they
will sweep you and your confederates
out of existence politically.

Can’t Fool the People.

The Government organs are trying
hard to fool the people by publishing
reports concocted in their offices, of
the popularity of the Government
candidates and of the certainty of the
success that awaits them. They as-
sign no reason for this alleged popu-
lar outery but merely make the state-
ment that all the districts are favor-
able to Squires and Coaker outside
St. John’s. This i{s pure campaign
plﬂlq. We know that there are a few
hide-bound Squires-Coaker support-
ers here and there throughout the
various districts but the bulk of the
electorate are strong for a change.
They realize that the present depress-
ing conditions are directly the result
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of Government mismanagement and
they will take no chances this time.
That the country needs a change of
Government is d8 certain a8 the
change of spring, Next time the or-
gans shout about the popularity of
Squires and Coaker it would be in-
teresting to point out some acts.of

OATH BOUND REPRESENTATIVES|

be no doubt, and one which any pat-.

| hearing of & very serious chnn‘pro-.
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IT SEES IT’S DOOM

The Mail says, “The North is a'
solid wall for the Govermment.” If
it had said “a solid wall for Coaker”
it would have sounded more prob-
able, though not true. It would not
be the same thing either, for to be|
for Coaker is to be for what he or-|
ders, not what Squires wants. 3
|

“The Humber never occurred to
the Cashinites,” says the Mail. No,
nor to Squires either, nor yet to
Coaker! It first occurred to the|
Reids, and nobody would have sup-
posed that either Squires or Coaker
would have anything to do with the
Reids after the vile manner in which
they were abused. But every man
has his price.

By the way, what has become of
LeGrow? Has he been “crammed”
out of Bay de Verde?

“Some one’s going to get hurt
when Squires™ gets going,” says the
Mail. That's all too true. Pretty
nearly everybody has been hurt by
the way he has been going since
1919,

“Watch Warren win,” says the
Mail. Win what, that High Com-
missionership in London, and $25,000
salary? Isn’t it time he won some-
thing for Fortune Bay?

There was a candid confession in
the Mail yesterday. It said that Hr.
Main “bad been so long out in the
cold with the Opposition that it had
become almost blue in the face.”
That means that Squires has been
trylng to starve Harbour Main into
submission. That means that he has
been using plaee and power to punish
men for their ln&ependence. That

means that he is sending Hawco to
ask the votes of men from which he
has been stealing their just dues for
years.

“The Petty Harbour fishermen are
waiting for Monroe,” says the Mail.
That’s what the Government candi-

| dates found when they visited Petty

Harbour a few days ago. The elec-

tors said “we are waiting for Mon-

roe.”

“Slow Sinnott i what the
calls ‘one of the Opposition candi-
dates for Placentia. Bonia was by
no means slow. He turned his coat
in double quick time. There was a

; reason for it.

Another Government official has
been made a Government candidate.
Poo‘r Hawco; after being in the em-
plo¥ of Squires and Coaker for the
past few years, but paid for out of
the public taxes, he has been sent
down to Hr. Main to make a show as
a Government canflidate. He is re-
ferred to in the Government press as
“late Superintendent of Construction
work for Canada.” That, perhaps is
the reason why he has been chosen.
As the Labrador 1s to be sold to
Canada, it is only right that Cana-
dian ' employees should be put into
the House of Assembly here. 1Is
Hawco still in the pay of Canada?

Coaker is reported by the Advo-!

cate as having got a great reception
at Elliston. Why is Coaker hang-
ing around his headquarters? Is he
afraid to venture further afield.
Nothing more significant has oc-
curred lately than the fact that Coak-
er has kept. paid canvassers in the
Northern districts.

Here and There.

M.C.LI—Fifty-sixth session meets
to-night, Thursday, April 6th. Debate :
Resolved: That the Modern Church has
lost its Convictions. Leaders: Mr. I, C.
Morris and Rev. R. E. Fairbain. Visi-
tors welcome.—apr6,1i

WATCHFUL DELAYED, — 8. 8.°
Watchful is still detained- at Trepas-
sey owing to ice conditions. |'

CABOT OUTWARD.—S. S Ca.bt)tl
sailed for southern ports of call at 10
am. The ship took a full freight.

High Teas at St. Patrick’s
Memorial School served from 6
to 8.30 to-night, only 70c. Be
sure and vome and bring along
your friends.—apr5,1i *

M. C. L. I, DEBATE.~The M. C. L.
I debate, postponed last week, takes
place at the Institute rooms to-night.
The subject will be: “Resolved,—
That the modern Church has lost its
convictions,”

Come along to St. Patrick’s
Memorial School this afternoon
and night. Bargains in Plain and
Fancy Work. Rooms reserved
for card games.—aprb,li

4 mmm.mr ENQUIBY.
ferred by a city dmnuﬂc against a

mna‘medﬂumbywntbpheidin
[ the j‘lld‘el dumbonnm afternoon.

B

mamulhllhn luuonmd

| Will Stump for |
Bennett Party.

DISGUSTED WITH GOVERNMENT'S

INCAPACITY.

—
Mr. J. R. Bennett,
Liberal-Labor-Progressive-Party

leader of fhe
has

. received the following message from

J. M. Devine, formerly Prade Com-
missioner at New York, and a defeat-
ed Squires’ candidate in the 1919 el-
ection:—
New York,

April 3rd, 1923.

John R. Bennett, Esq.,
Leader of Opposition. :
My heartiest congratulations on
your assumption of leadership of Op-
position. I offer unreservedly my ser-
vices to contest any constituency now
open in your behalf. Am prepared to
oppose Downey in St. George’s, to
show how the incapacity and lack of
ordinary intelligence on the part of
the Government practically wiped out
the herring industry of Bay of Is-
lands. - If the districts are filled, I
will stunip. Impossible to stand idly
by while vital interests of the couniry
are being sacrificed.
" J. M. DEVINE.

SENEF ODTWARD—S. S. Senef,
Capt. Norman, sailed for the westward
yesterday at 11 am. She took a mn

X

cquo of supplies for Fortine and

other intermediate ports of call.
anomonofher np to

' The tentacles of the Squires-Coaker Octopus have for three and a half years held
our country in the merciless grip of extravagance, incompetence and indifference.

The votes of the Electorate will put such power in BENNETT’S hands that he will
lop off the tentacles of destruction and leave Newfoundland free to develop and thrive,
released from Coakerism and Squiresism that have proved so disastrous to the Coun-

CANDID CRITICISMS.

Recelved Enthuslastlc

" Welcome.

BENNETT CANDIDATES SPEAK AT
CENTRAL CLUB ROOMS,

The West End Candidates, Messrs.

Mail |

Cashin, . Linegar and Hunt, received
a mst enthusiastic welcome at the
rooms of the Central Amusement
Club, Central Street, last night. The
Hall was crowded with voters and
many were obliged to remain outside.
The greatest enthusiasm prevailed.

MRE. HUNT RECEIVES OVATION.

Mr. Willlam Whalen presided and
the first speaker was Mr. C. E. Hunt,
who, on rising, was given a tremen-
i dous ovation. Mr. Hunt dealt with
the record of the Governmeni and
showed how it failed to live up to
the promises made by the Prime Min-~
ister in 1919, He al3o dealt with the’
Manifesto of Mr. Coaker which had
been recently published and showed

policy of nationalization of fish will
bring ruin and disaster to every
tradesman and iaborer of the city.
He dealt with the Humber Preopos-
ition and scorned the refusal of the
Government members to accep: the
challenge to publisl; the terms of the
contract. He told how the Bennett
Party was pledged to carry through
the contract if it was a fair and hon-
est one. At the conclusion of Mr.
Hunt’s speech he was loudly applaud-
ed.
LABOR CANDIDATE SPEAKS,

Mr. Linegar next addressed the
gathering and showed in a most con-
vincing speech how the present Gov-
ernment had broken {its pledges to
the laborers of the city. He urged
all present to vote for the Bennctt
Party, as a vote for the Government
meant that laborers would have no
chance of earning a decent livelihood.
He hoped that all would consider the
importance of the election and *vote
the straight ticket for Cashin, Line-
gar and Hunt. Mr. Linegar’s speech
was loudly applauded throughout and
at its close there was prolonged cheer-
ing.

SIR MICHAEL CASHIN’S POPULAR-
ITY.

Sir Michael Cashin on rising was
given & wonderful ovation. He dealt
with the splendid position in which
the country wdas when the present
Government took charge and showed
how in the short time ‘they had been
in power they had doubled taxation
and increased the public debt by fif-
teen million dollars without showing
anything for it. He stated that he
had been a member for Ferryland for
thirty yegrs beécause hé had kept his
pledge to the people there and he
now gave his pledge to the people of
St. ‘John’s West, and he woull keep
it in the samé way. Sir Michael dealt
with all the items of the Government’s
record and showed how fts spuand-
ering and misrule had brought abcut
the present state of affairs.

Mr. J. T. Martin gave a short ad-
dress, urging all to vote the straight
ticket. During the meeting and be-

dered by members of the Club ‘which

. | ¥the' meeting there was a scene énron
derful enthusiasm ,all present , ac-

er, Mr. Bennett,

pally received

#let and will show their ap-
i at the polls.

how the carrying into effect of his}
night and day in an effort

tween the speeches songs were rom-|,
.were much enjoyed. At the em of |
companying the candidates to. their |

sleigh where cheers wers given for|
thoocndidaulmdtotmm{ud.-“
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bor of the Mail. . He does not refute our statement that
ntee was given, not to Sir Richard Squires, but to the
d Newfoundland, but he quibbles by writing a lot:

chiefly to the effect

that in his prejudiced opinion,

the Opposition hasmot the ability to 'put the Dea)

Mr. J. R. Bennett is a-

business man, and he has asso.

‘him, other sound and experienced business men, and
vy his Government, which will meet for the first time

e of another two months, will be better qualified to
mbet through than any of the men, such as the

ster has around him.

The Humber Deal is-a business

n and only business men can put it through to the sat-

L of the whole country.

would also like to inform the Mail that our article head-

paker’s Manifesto’” had

’,tten by Mr. Coaker to a Twillingate planter.

Manifesto which the

| Bonavista District, and

no reference whatsoever to the
It refer-
F.P.U. leader has circulated
possibly a copy will be sent to

if it asks Mr. Coaker nicely. It is a literary gem which
sr would appreciate, since its edifor, if we may judge

type of editorial he has been turning out lately; is the

of a sense of humor; which even the certain knowledge
proaching defeat of his party cannot damp.

ce Enthusiastic.

BENNETT AND COL-
ES RECORD VOTE.

Evening Telegram.
Harbor Grace,

April 5th, 1923.
iy’s Daily News announce-
ennett, Hickman and Archi-
Opposition team was en-
throughout
District. The second city
a high honour in having
Prime Minister represent

He will not
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t which is
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ptesting against Piccott as

for the District, and
hem have stated publicly
not vote for him. Calpin

in this part of the Dis-
§ well known in Bay Rob-
stown and Spaniard’s Bay
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f poor people at two dollars
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It a big profit. He was also

to by Squires’ Bay Roberts

Simmonds name goes
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rs on Tuesday night
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the audience for two
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ce the Coaker ;nig.-',

I

Bennett Candnlates
Given Great
Demonstration.

Special o Evening Telegram,

BOTWOOD, April 4

The greatest demonstration

extended political candidates was a
corded the Oppesition winners, Ayre
and Peters, 1last might at Grand Falls
A special train fromi Botwood arrived
at the paper town '‘at seven-thirtr. A
tremendous ovation' greeted the can-
didates when a deputation of a hur
dred of the active committec met
them. They were escorted to-their
hotel and later held a conuaitic
meeting when a modus operandi for
the future was laid out. Seventy-five
per cent. of Grand Falls is already on
the side of Improvement in public -
fairs and -thé Committee are cor
dent of ninety per cent. by wpolling
ddy. "~ A deputation from the Botwood
Committee visited ‘Grand Fzalls to con
vey to their co-workers there grat
fying intelligence of .an abnormal pro-
gress. Mr. Short is meeting with
every encouragement in the lumber
camps and will join the others to-
day.

King’s Cove for
Opposltmn

Special Evening Telegram.

KING'S -COVE, Apr. §

The Government candidates

meeting here last night in the R
Hall. ‘There was a large attendance,
many -from- vutlying - settlements |
ing. present. During the meeting
there, were . frequent interruptions
ahd many pertiment questions asked
and hearty cheers-given for Ber
and the Opposition Party. Ther

;. quite a changejhere since last  elec-

tion, the sentiment seeming to
strongly opposition. Meeting closed
at 10.30 by singing Natiomal Anthe

Sealing News.

-VERY DISCOURAGING OUTLOOK
The sealing steamers did nothin
on “the’ Northern front yesterday. The

Neptune has steamed off in a WN §

W. direction presumably to sear

for old seals; The outlook now does ‘
not look, very promising because tho §

young. seals aretaking to the water

| Capt. Bartlett. from .the Gulf, reports

that the prospects look good,
the seals are dipping. According !
his message last nlght the ship
took 2,000 on Tuesday which makes
the catch much shorter than pre
viously reported. The following mes-
sages were received last night:-
BOWRING BROS. LTD.
Viking—On  board and
2,000, on ice 500.  Now in whelping
ice, seals dipping, prospects good;
weather conditions bad.
‘Eagle—Total . stowed 10,000; mak-
fng slow progress.
Terra Nova—Total
did nothing to-day.

stowed

stowed

JOB BROS, & CO.
Thetis—Steaming northwest
day, saw nothing.
Neptune—Got clear of ice thff
! morning, do not expect to meet ic?
again till we reach Baccalien. At #
p.m. steaming W.N.W. 150 miles $

, E. by 8. Cape ‘Spear.
'« ‘According to' last night's messagé

2,000 on Tuesday, and several of ti®

porthern fleet are also short on their

previous . reports,  The catch to date

is as follows:—
Sngon& (in port) 5
. Thetis %

..c . . .

11,500

12,500

.iNeptuge' .. .. i .. .. .. 11,000
B e 10,000
1% Non s 9,000 _

7,300
2,000

2,60

v e

s 80

9.000; 98
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