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CHAPTER XLIIL

4 ‘“Nothing, if you will persist in uyyonr passion for him; WM

your delicate state of health.' Do you inge told me of it. To me “r
¢hink that T am blind—that T canwot | piriess is dearer than my ‘and )
gee that you are ill? I believe that wel had already formed lﬂlhl‘ll ql
parted ‘on friendly terms? Why this mummnvu)uu‘m»
chanxe"' IR think thgt.ny,iw ot mnhood
!'or an instant it occurred to her llhould have stepped from the pedestal
that she had misjudged him—that he upon which 1 had placed her! Yes,
knew nothing of the stolen letter, m may start, Miss Cnythmo—-m
Bat, mo! Why had he been to the { may evea Jook incredulous—but 1 ’d-
iu,nhopa-—-to Swinford Abbey? Why mired you from the moment I first be-
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have the bist of ‘everything:- ‘bt T
have been told that the orehids at
chmdamnuli“thm&"

“Tsliall ‘e_pleased td o au far, as |
the orehid house -with: you,” she sn-

had he come here? He had learned all | held you.'T treated 'Lady KMﬁlll'. gwered m‘l;unrr ll!b the

about the letter—he ha
m'.ou.dyohdn—hehucomoto you cared for Her som, and I knew

denounce her to Sir Charles! that ydur® passion’ ‘was hopelass. 1|
Hor knees threatened to give way, | kmew {t, because he had laid bare to

had . denounced | werds with contampt until Puw that ' plants quite & wpeoinlty, Lady o

tun vﬂl 16 doubt Pe pleased to m

mthmw;;tunﬁn As they

and he stepped forward to help her | me 'vcry incident of his 1ife. Then duw near the otchid” W Lady

to a chair, saying: '
¥] have heard from Lady Hastings ,Whllo feeling shocked and grieved, I

that you are upon the point of re-|had to ackmowledge to myself that I
turning home, and consider that you would have given worlds for tho love
pre acting rashly, Miss Craythorne.”| of » woman like you. Is that not vory
Though his tones of sympathy sur-|strange? I heard that you had bound
prised her, she ignored his speech. | Sir Charles to you by some promise,
“Mr. Gardner,” she said, coldly, “Ijand T knew that it was madness for.
believe that you picked 'up an em-] him and for you. I came to.warn you,
welope, when you were here last, ad- | Mfss Craythorne, it youperiisted in;
dressed to Sir Charles Hastings? holding a sick man to a promise made
“] did,” he replied, uneasily. | when his faculties were numbed—
‘#And you kmew that it was from| when he was overwhelmed by feel-
Lady Gladys Howard?"' Her tomes iut of gratitude for you—I came to
wavered a little. warn you of the ultimate nunry that
“Yes, I knew that also.” you would entsil upon both. You
*Why did you take that eavelope| were right when you, u.uod s mo-
Bway?’ she demanded, flercely. .| ment of madness. It was . thnt, and
“Po.you press the question? I feel | nothing more, sad 1 Njoln to know
Ahat-] am at a disadvantage.” that it is over. It has taken a weight
¥ demand ‘a reply,” was the re-|from my mind—a weight of sorrew
Rort. : and regret that you may never know!™
‘“Well,- I was shocked to think that | . mll Orl,ﬂlmc listened to him in

Zharles—that you had—=> get the numuuuon. the uhuno. tht

MBtolen it! You were right; but I -u;-mndod her. N
Mave made reparation, and 1 ‘dety | * "My judge is_very lehient,”?

qﬁ. a little scorntully. “¥ couid -

| most imagine that he is .

~|:far. amateur theatriosis.” ’
)| “% was an nokind rémark, and she
regretted it as soon as uttered, for a
look of acute pain crossed his fine
"] face. She had sueéered .at his sinocer-

ity; had cast & doubt mpon it.

“I have ome request to make,” he
continued. “I 'MJ'«tD forego your
determination to. lan hon; . to-day.,
You are not yet: lt!‘o“ uul 1 m
llﬂl!u-—-— 50

Bhe interrupted him with a uuw
gesture.
“*Sir, this is hlole‘ee!" She rose
4from the chair, angrily, and laid-a
" |letter upon the table befors him.
‘Ihe Rzght Bmsh "m: s the answer, to a_communich’
A 1 received from. you yesterday,
2y ud alse refers to other mafters, par-
hc-m ; ﬂuh-rb concernihg yourself, which
downwnrd and 51“ e ;#°wmmm Itmvgl

up | psss gl h’_ me ome hvor. uul—-—-"
mot'ion 80 thlt
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came the eplsode of the eavelope, sad, ‘Clyftirde stopped to m ‘some Tare
'MMMMMtwonm.
Lady Iris looked up suddenly gt her !

companion. -

You said jnot m tm m ke
the best of everything; do you think
that is. quite right?™ =

“Yes, quite ﬁxht." he replied. "Wh;
not?" : L

o do“nét t)tnk thnt you _lhogm
wish for the beat of everything—it
has a selfish sound. Let others have
the best of some things.”

“If you think s0,” he said looking
rather uncomfortable. “I will never}
say it agaip.”

No answer came from the praua lips
Q! Lady Iru and he’ylued thﬂlM
xm,ue vhtch follawed auy promm of |’
hip. 5

<1 thought to vlun._m. '
Iris!” he sajd. ° :

She raised her eyea, which wére
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& *"'I'h»’b'lbmise-w*h ko Jur-]

self,” she said coldly.. “Ut bas noth-}.

ing to do with me,”

“I flattered myself that as Jou
dolnod to correst me you would na-
turally take some f{nterest in the
matter.” i MR J; i
_“T did not witesd to” correct you—
1wpoke ‘Wwithout ‘thinking: The matter
Bas no intdrest: for mo—-c‘mc me-
ever, I assure you.”

The pride in the exquuite face, the
cold tone of the sweét volce, the up-
conscious \nmu'o with which shs
raised her hdad and walked on, were
syMefent to check - further. - digeus-
slon.: AH his sel-love oonld not, de-
ceive him fato thinking that she took
even the faintest interest in him.

Itwummmrprhlng I he had
said-half s mnch 40 Violet Blake-
mu.,!be mw !um tnrn-d her. lus-,
i '.an upon h&n. b!uhcd. and
1ooked away. This calm, proutt young

4§ [ beguty simply walked on. Thers was
m to: do, ‘evidentiy. < Phis’ wiis 0o

easy task. To ronln her . faver he
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