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CHAPTER XXIII,
ROCKS AHEAD!

"PBut the mest their oceupation had
geemed pequiring had somiehow died
down, When Sydney tried to win it
baek, reading her very best, her mind
gat Xeenly on her work, her reward
weas curfeus, Mr, Hurst sveuld for
two or even three days break through
the routine, and betake himself to the
viverside, leaving her mormings pur-
poseless and void, And if she halted
to ‘have knotty points disentangled,
ghe was net answered at once by A
clear viva voce explanation, but refer-
red most politely, but coldly, tc some
authority among the tomes hurd by.

Herein was something amiss, Syds
ney divined. The fervor of her help-
fulness was damped. Wistfully she

waited, hoping every day the cloud-

would ;go by. Forbidden by instinct as
by position to seek the cause of the
change, never had she felt so much the
stranger ‘in the strange land as now,
and she was even thankful when Miss
Hurst volunteered her private opinion
v the matter, wide-of the mark though
#t might be. S

They 'were witting, one October
pfternoon, in the drawing-room that
fooked east up the long moor.

Sydney had used her undesired
lelwre to write a letter, which was to

reach Mary Ducie via Parls, ‘where

Mrs. Alwyn. sejourned; afd she now
ssgisted Miss Jean to wind off links of
Welsh wool, casting from time to time
a glance through the opposite west
window toward the orchard, where
Mr. Hurst’s tall form passed and re-
passed on the nearer side of the fruit-
bereft boughs.

Miss Hurst followed.one glance and
smiled sagaciousiy.

*My brother is not guite so wedded

that Mr. Hmtlhonld“hldtnhh
old pursuits.”

“So 1 was. 1 thought it a very godd
thing {n moderation. But lately, Miss
Grey, 1 was getting jealous. Not of
you—oh, no, no!” lsughing, for Syd-
ney opened such an astonished pair of
eyes—“not that, the least; but jealous
of all those clever things I can’t enter
into. I was afraid he would get
wrapped up in them, and presently
grudge such a dunce as me any of his
company. You see, Miss Grey, I have
no one but him, now, to lean to. The
more dependent on me Fe is, the more
I feel him my very own. Whatever
came between us, whether it was a
person or a thing, I ¢ouldn’t help hat-
‘ing!” stopping to wipe away a fear.

“I don’t think,” said Sydney, com-
fortably, “you need fear anything at
all of that sort.”

“No? Well, I flatter mygélf you are
right, Miss Grey. You see how réady
he {8 to get off his reading now, and
you must be so glad of the Fest, s0”"—
not Weeding & negative shakeé of the
head—“we are all satisfied. For;”
moralized Miss Hurst, sagely, “the
very best of books cannet complétely
satisfy a man’s wants. No bhooks, for
instdrice, can talk to Gilbert as I '¢an!
And it's a great comfort to mié to find
he realizes this. Have you not noticed
lately how much less he seems to care
for ‘remains,’ and ‘roots,” and goodness
knows what staff? And how often
he’ll turn the conversation to the ap-
ples or the weather, or somd.hing he
¥nows I feel an interest m? And haye
vou observed how often lié says now,
“Are you not coming to sit down,
Jean? Don’t be long away.” Science
and art are all very well, but they're
not a man’s sister, Miss Grey. Henest-
1y, 1 rejoice at poor . dear Gilbert’s
finding out it is me he wants most of
an!” eas

Not a syllable of this was Sydney
able to gainsay, however intuition
might quest‘ldn the self-satisfied ulti-
matam: 8o, closer and closér @id the
spinster-lady hug her happy idea, and
never hesitated .to strain this de-
pendency of kinship to its very utter-

{ thost. To wit: An open letter lay om

the breakfast-table one morning when
Bydney came down. Miss Hurst had
just ended reading it aloud. Hor
.Brother, with the unusual relaxation of
anticipated pleasure on his features,
was uﬁng

= would be capltal to ha.ve him
here, Jean. You don’t recollect much
of his stay at our old home, but if yow
had seen him with me at Pritchard’s
when the verdict went against me,
you'd like him as I do. And I promise
you he won't expect to be treated with
ceremony. He will suit himsgelf to our
accomimodation in & moment.”

Something unprecedented-—a visitor

—-peemed impending. Less to Miss
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Hurst’s satisfaction than her brother’s
though. The lady, with an air of being
much put upen, clattered the breakfast
equipage, sighed noticeably, amd then
said, slowly:

“Oh, if you wish it so very, very
much, Gilbert, pray have your friend.
You oiight not to be put off out of con-
gideration for me.”

‘“Why, Jean, a night’s lodging tb my
old chum won't put you out, will it?”

Another #igh, with a dejected smile
at Sydney, that said, “Oh, the dense-

avasive “Oh, never mind; when do you
want him to come, Gilbert?”

“Why, next Monday, according o
what he says, is #t not?” :

“And this is Thursday. Then I'll go
into the attic to-night, and give time
for my room to be got ready.”

“Jean, you shall do mothing of the
gort. I eould change or anything will
do for—"

Miss Hurst. interrupted with sad
severity. “No, Gilbert, you know I
shotld never suffer you to move. Aad
‘anything’ wiil not do for a guest. Bat
leave it to me. As you are so anxious
to have him, make your fiind easy.

Anether mournful inspiration tem-
porary closed the topic. But at-the
dinner-table it was revived.

“On your visitor’s account we dine
later on Monday, Gilbert.”

“There’s no necessity, Jean.”

“QOh, but there is! We dined at half-
past six when he was with us at the
dear rectory. 1 shouldn’t like him to
consider that we've; as it were, gone
down; though”--to Sydney—“as I told
you before, late dinners, as a rule, re-
quire motre experienced servants than
I can afford. But I can help all the
morning, and we'll make the effort for
once. Oh! and should you consider,
Gilbert, my orchid-trees want pruning
this month, or could I put it off #ill
January?”

“I'm not wise on such matters,”
confessed Mr. Hurst.  “Suppose you
ask Davis.”

“Oh! he's certain to say, “Do it
directly,” because he likes getting here
to work. But, you see, if we are to
have this Mr.—"

“Notv, Jean,” protested her brother,
with wonderful good nature, “don’t try
to make me believe a solitary man
stopping here a single night can pos-
sibly interfere with your tno-yrn
ing!”

“But, “Gilbert, it does!” cried Miss
Hurst, sharply, “and I'll show you

Rebecca. She was telling me this
morning we had mice, and that we
must have a cat to kill them. “A eat,”
said I, “Rebecca! a tqu, you mean.
They are the things for mice. A trap
doesn’t break plates; a trap doesm’t
jump up the larger shelf and steal the
fish; ‘-a trap doesn’t rum away with
one’s young chickens, nor rq&ujre a
peanyworth of milk to drink every
day. A penny a day comes to thirty
shillings and fivepence in & year, Re-
becca,” I said, “and if I waste it so,
I 'shall not have it to spare for other
objects. We'll have no eat!” And just
the same, Gilbert, with receiving com-
pany. I can’t do that and prune the
orchid. For before I have & stranger
here I must get’—docketing . each ar-
ticle off on her fingers—“a new, door-

& new-  lid to the soup-tureen—
ﬂwuldn‘t cut off l

ness of male créatures!” Them an|

E'verythdng shall be ready.” ’ i

how. You ars as- ufimaginative as!
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With late opening of goods we are
able to offer: -

Enghsh White Twill
- Sheetings,

70 inches wide, only $1.15 yard.

nants of White
‘Indian Head,” -

Lengths ranging to 10 yards each, width 36
inches, only 45¢c. yard.

This is a material which can be used for
many purposes and will wear forever. It is be-
ing used for Middies, Skirts, Aprons, ete., and
many housewives are to-day ma.kmg sheets with
it, as being cheap and hard wearing.

ENGLISH LOOM (or Cream) TABLE
DAMASKS at $1.10, $1.35 and $1.75 yd.

English White
Madapolams or
Cambrics,

42 inches wide, at 40¢c., 45¢. and 60¢. yard.

Am. White Shirtings,

36 inches wide, at 25c¢., 27c., 30c. and 35¢. yd.

Am. White Cambrics,

In long remnants, 36 in. wide, only 29¢. yard.

Am. White Baby
Flannelettes,

at 23c., 30¢. and 35¢. yard.

English Blue & White
Apron Checks,

36 inches wide, at 45¢. and 60¢c. yard.
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