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CHAPTER XXXVII,

“Of course, It is only natural, Keep
things as quiet a8 you may, in a place
like this the truth will leak out, and
everybody who is anybody in Nouville
knows that you have secured the'great
catch, the heir to Powis and the Pal-
mer millions. My dear, you seem half-
insensible to your own notoriety!
Why, the eyes of the world, represent-
ed by Nouvilie-sur-mer, will be upon
you, and are expectantly waiting for
you. Don’t laugh!” for a mirthless
smile has fitted over the pale face.
“make the honours the gods have given
you and be happy. Here is your dress.
{:should make an admirable lady’s-
waid, judging by the care and forgs
Shbught I expend on your behalf. You
l1eft it to me—and here it is,” and she
lifts a beautiful costume de bal from
tlig large imperial.

Paula looks at the dress, a cloud of
black lace with flakes of silver shim-
mering here and there, and the domino
of dove-grey, looks at it with the faint
interest of onAe‘ who is regarding a
dfess that is to be worn by anyome
but herself, and says, calmly:

'“It is very pretty.”

'wpretty!” echoes Alice. “Protty!
My dear, it is the loveliest thing I
ever saw. It is a work-of genius. I
wrote and told him that 1 wanted to
represent Moonlight, and—here “it is,
the very thing. 'Talk about painters,
now I call Worth an artist, really an
artist. Come and try-it on.”

Paula goe»arslowly to the box, and
Alfce slips the dress over her head.

“My dear,” she says, emphétically,
*it docs me credit. It does indeed. I
used to laugh at your hair in the old
dayw—of course you have forgiven me
—that was before this craze for red
hair, you know; but your hair looks
simply lovely against that silver and
the dove-grey of the domino. Draw
it.round you. Here, take the mask!”

Paula slips the mask on with a half-
hearted smile. What does it matter

whother she looks plain or protty!l

She is sold; part of 'the price, the

on'its way to Bob—peor Bob! And
now, ali, well! Life he# lost it savour,

fn her bosom, )
. With a smile pl_u’put’n the finery
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'what ere you going to wear? That
seems to me of more importance; you,
you know"—with one of her old laughs
—“are still in the market,”

Alice shrugs her shoulders, and lifts
a pearly blue dress from the box.

“I? Oh, I am -of no consequence. I
am not the bride-elect, T am only the
elder sister of the lovely Miss ®at-
court; but I have got a very pretty
dress,” and she holds it up.

“And what dees that mean?’ asks
Paila, taking the dress and examin-
ing it with a forced display of inters
ont,

i am Dawn,” says Allee. "Rather
haokneyed, isn't it? I expect there will
be half a dosen Dawns and Mornings
at least; but what doas it matter

“It matters very niuch,” says Paula,
“but you will be sure to leok nicer
and prettier than anyone else in the
room,"”

“Bar one,” says Alice, cheerfully,
“My dear, I know you will eglipee me,
and.I-am quite resigned. Indeed I have
known if for months past. We hayve
changed places; it is you who are the
‘beautiful Miss Egtcowrt, now, and I
am quite content to shine by your re-
flection.”

Paula laughs incredulously.

“This will be a big affair,” says
Alice, folding up the dress and bust-

{ ling about cheerfully. “They say it will

be the biggest things they ever had
at Nouville.”

“Where is it to be?" asks Paula, ab-
sently,

Alice stares at her,

“Why, do you mean to say that you
don’t know—that you didn’t hear them
talking about it, Stancy and May, and
‘all of us, the other night, any night
of the week past™

Paula colours penitently.

“I remember something about ‘it,”
she says, quietly; “but I'm afraid I
didn’t ‘Tisten very attentively. I must
have been thinking of something else.”

Alice laughs quietly. /

“Well, Paula, my deéar, I have vow-
ed a vow that I won't lose patience
with you, and I'll keep it, though you
do try me pretty hard sometimes.
Where is it to be? In the salon of the
casino—the large salon next the play-
{ room, you know. I forgot; you have
never seen it”—for Paula has always
declined Stancy’s offer to take her in-
to the gambling-room. "They thought
of having it in the Golden Eagle, but
the room was found to be too small;
and Mr. Palmer arranged—he really
doesn’t seem to care what he spends
—with the committee, that they should
have the casino salon.”

“I haté that place,” says Paula.

Alice laughs.

“You'll like it to-night, my dear. Se-
_sides, you are not obliged to go into
the gambling-room, although it ad-
joins the ballsroom. Come anlong; let
jus go and dress. I have told them to
send some tea up.”

and not even the genujne admiration ;
of her sez—that most delicious of all
tributes to & woman—can lighten the ,

away from her. ,.
“It i very pretty. I am much oblig-
(ed to you, Alics” she says. , “But,
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CHAPTER XXXVIII,

Perhaps Paula is the only person in
Nouville who is indifferent to the
grand annual ball which is one of the
chief attractions of that. charming
watering-place. Nothing but the ball
has been talked about for .the last
fortnight, and the great question o_!
the day, not only for the gentler but
the rougher sex, has been, “What shall
I wear?”

Stancy has decided to go as a cava-
lier, and has already practised before
his glass the proper swagger—which
comes rather naturally—pertaining to
the costume of a swell of the Charles
I, period. Even Mr. Palmer has been
bitten by the prevailing mania, and
i has consented to wear the costume of
a doée of Venice, though what sort
of a person a doge may have been that
respectable gentleman is totallyf ignor-
ant. Alice has chosen May’s dress, as
she has cjxpsen Paula’s and her own,
and all are lobking forward to the
eventful evening excepting Paula, to
whom alltevenings z~e uneventful now
—now that she has lost her first and
false love and _has sold herself.

Of the party, Stancy de Palmer is
perhaps the most radiant and self-sat-
isfied. As usual in his pampered, sel-
fish' life, he has “got his way;” he
has set his small heart upon getting
Paula—perhaps because she was dif-
ficult to get—and he has won her. He
goes about &1 day in a state of en-
thusiastic satisfaction and conceit.
Conceit, because it has suddenly dawn-
ed upon Nouville that the younger
Miss Estcourt is the beauty of the
place, and she belongs to him! It goes
for nothing with him—the cold, icy
way in which she has accepted him—
the fact that he has “bought her” as
certainly and palpably as ever he
bought a horse or a dog.- Another man
might feel hurt by her cold indiffer-
ence, but Stancy does not. He is quite
satisfied, and takes all the congratula-
tions that are showered upon him with
a self-complacent smile of superiority
and assurance, and—is happy. Mr. Pal-
mer and May are satisfled also, for is
not Btancy ever so much steadier al-
ready? Does he not limit the cham-
pagne and the whibkey, and aveld that
dreadful nmblly-nblef

“Btancy's all right,” says Mr, Pal-

mer, with a chuckle, ""Onece married,
he'll settle down and go steady.”
» And if May remarks Paula's set face
and cold, absent smile, ‘she consoles
Ih_luelt with the reflection that Paula
Ewu always a strange girl, and that
i when she and Stancy are married they
‘will be like the good people in the
fairy tales, happy ever afterwards!

And so the comedy—ah! and the tra-
gedy—of life go on. Hearts break, and
one's friends are blind, and to their
¢ery of “All's well!” the human soul
sinks in the deep waters, perchance
never to rise again! "

And May is happier than she has.
been for some time, for Paula has

whispered s word of hope, and & word |

of hope means 80 much to timid, unex-

acting May. Tnstead of telling her what |
Bob had written, that he must givey S0

her up, Paula has whispered that all

uay yot be weil, ‘and Qiat Nob' may |08
siake hie lartune ;pd’ Leup hl’_ wurd |

pounds which is on its way across
sea.

The ball begins at eight; but long
Ifoetore that hour Stancy is closeted in
his ‘room with his valet and the local
costumer and the cavalier costume,
and at last, after putting on and tak-
ing off each article of the suit about
twenty times, and trying a dozen wigs,

Stancy feels satisfied with himself. To | @

crown the whole, however, he sticks
his eyeglass in his eye, a proceeding
which rather shocks the costumer,
who ventures to hint that eyeglassss
were not worn in the days of the Merry
Monarch; but Stancy drawls an insol-
ent retort that he shall do as he likes,
and the costumer, with sundry bows,
shrugs his shoulders and disappears
to dress May’s hair and put the finish-
ing touches to Mr. Palmer senior.

By half-past eight a modest fly con-
veys Paula qnd Aliee to the hotel, and
Stancy stalks: into the grawing-room,
eyeglass in eye, and’an-awkward, self-
conscious red on his puffy face.

He starts as his eyes fall upon the
tall figure of his betrothed wrapped in
her soft grey domino, through the op-
ening of which the black, silver-dotted
dress peeps out, and he stares with
open-mouthed admirafion. ;

“I say, how stunning you look, by
Jove!” he saya‘. “My word, but yol’ll
cut ’em all out, Paula, Eh, Alice?”

“I think 80,” says Alice, cheerfully.
“But bhow awfully .nice you look,
Stancy. Really, quite the cavalier.”

“Think so,” he says, looking into
the glass and pawing his straggling
moustache. “Rather the cheese, isn't
it? Well, we are ready. Where's the
guv'nor?”

The guv’'nor makes his appearance
presently, puffing and blowing in his
doge of Venice garments, some of
which are apparently rather tight, for
he tugs at the waistband and gasps
for breath slightly and looks dreadful-
ly uncomfortable,

(Tv be continued.)
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Both Made Well by Lydia E.
Pinkham's Vegetable
Compoun

Steele, Aln.~~"During the Change of
Life I had hot flashes, was uorvo‘un:run
down, and had sick

headaches for two

jor three days at a
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AND PUT IT IN YOUR COOK BOOK.

Owing to the uncertainty of case eggs, and fresh eggs
scarce, we offer

EGG YOLKE

(powdered)—one pound being equal to 4 degen eggs.
3 DIRECTIONS FOR USE.

.8 parts water to one part Egg Y allow it to
gbak 3 hours or more in a cool place. Just before usi
gétir gently, but don’t beat it. Be sure all is dissolv
before using. Use water of tap temperature or luke
warm water, but never hot.

Also Bird’s Egg Powder (Tins & Pks.)

Lemon Crystals.
Robinson’s Pat. Barley.
Robinson’s Groats.
Brook’s Baby Barley.
Bird’s C or's
Horllek’s: M

Lemon A

Currants.
Cltro&l Lemon Peel.
ke Flour,
Nonpariels.
Self Ralsing Flour.

Guava Jelly.

Teings, Assorted, Almond Paste.
Dronf:duy Dates. Ground Sweet Almonds,
i e e A et e .

BOWRING Bros., Limited,

GROCERY,

Try This Eyesight Test
Yoursell.

NEAR VISION TEST,

Hold this paper fourteen inches mway from
your eyes in a natural reading poésition.. If you
cannot read the following :lines- of-print: easily,
using one eye at a time, 3 \ \adls

YOU NEED GLASSES.

Toric Lenses conform to the curve of rotation
of the eyes greatly widening the field of vision.
They are theoretically more perfect than flat len~ .
ses besides beipg better looking. No matter what
lenses you wear your prescription can be ground
in Torics.

IF YOU NEED GLASSES CONSULT

T. J. DULEY & Co., Ltd.,

The Reliable Jewellers & Opticians.
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Steel Boilers, ett.

We are now offering to.the public at the very
lowest prices the following :—

STEEL BOILERS—all sizes.

ENAMELWARE, BOILERS and SAUCE-
PANS.

PLATFORM SCALES.

WASHING MACHINES.

WASHBOARDS-AIl qualities.

BEDSTEADS—AI! sizes.

We also invite you to come to our Store and
see our Odds and Ends Sale. There is something
there to interest you. :

‘Martin-Royal Stores
Hardware Co., Ltd.
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Ladies’ Winter Costumes,

- AT HALF REGULAR PRICB.

We have about 25 Ladies’ perfectly- : ' -
tumes left over and are offering themgt °mg°3'w°°"

" DON'T MISS THIS GREAT BARGAIN SALE.

\WILLIAM FREW,Water St.

rty-One Years in the Public

g ’Medlum, 86-38; Large, 40-42, and Ex.

Fashion
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, LADIES’ HOUSE GOWN OR Loy,
6 ROBE.

(Perforated for Sack Length in
Strajight or Pointed Outline.)

Pattern 3114 furnishes this moge,
It is cut in 4 Bizes: Small,

10 0
82-34;

tra Large, 44-46 inches bust mes.

' sure, Size Medium requires 5% yards

: of 36 inch material for the garment

in full length, and 4% yars for sack
length.

A pattern of this illustration nrailed
to any address on receipt of 10c in
i silver or stamps.

A GOOD SUIT STYLE FOR THE
SMALL BOY.
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one could use
; for

2748—For the blouse,
galatea, gingham, drill, or liner

g the trousers, these materials are suite

lable too, and likewise flannel, serge,
velvet and corduroy.

The Pattern is cut in 4 sizes:
5 and 6 years. Size 4 requires 1% 3
of 27 inch material for the waist, and
114 yard for the trousers.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 10 cenis
in silver or stamps.
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THE

LONDON DIRECTORY,

(Published Annually)
enables traders throughout the wm{
to communicate direct with English

MANUFACTURERS & DEALERS
'fn each class of goods. Besides being
& complete commercial guide to Lone
\don and Suburbs, it contains 'ists of
EXPORT MERCHAANTS

with the goods they ship, and the Cole

‘Terinl-and” Foregn Markets :hey sup
4 iy also

I(lr‘r'(

"PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES

of leading Manufacturers, Merchaais
ste., in the principal Provinclal Towns
and Industrisl Centres of the Unitel
Kingdom.

Business Oards of Merchauts 33
Donlprs seoking. - ,,

¢ BRITISH AGENCIES

ean now be printed under each trad
Jn wuich they are interested st & cost
ot $6 for each frade heading. Large
sdvertisements from $16 to $60.
A copy of the directory wiil be sent
by post o receipt of postal orders fof

‘The London Directory
Company, Ltd.,

1 hureh Lane, Lowlon,
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