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flashing into bers, his pale 
suddenly glowing with Are.

cheeks

CHAPTER XXIX.
“It is yourself I want,” said Austin 

Ambrose.

Violet looked at him for a moment 
as if she had not understood the pur­
port of his words, then she raised her­
self on her elbow, and laughed.

“What
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do you say? Is this a jest? 
If so, it is in rather bad taste, don’t 
you think?”

He looked at her steadily.
“Have I the appearance of a man 

who jests?” he breathed. 
gHer face paled.

“If it isn’t a jest, what is it?" she 
demanded, querulously. “Why do you 
come at this time of night and say 
absurd things like—like that?”

“Is it so absurd, do you think? Con­
sider. Violet, have you been dreaming 
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artist—where is she?”
He asked the question lightly 

enough, but his soul quaked as Blair 
replied:

“Here in Naples!"
“Here, in Naples?”
There was a moment’s silence. Mar­

garet here in Naples! Biair challen­
ged by the prince! Any moment and 
his astute plans might be shattered at 
his feet.

He was not altogether a coward, 
but at the thought of the two narrow 
chances Blair had had of learning his 
—Austin's—villainy, he quivered from 
head to foot.

“And now yon have it all,” said 
Blair, quietly. “Why Prince Rivani 
should want to fight me I cannot con­
ceive, can you?”

"Yes,” was the prompt reply.
Blair turned to him with 

surprise.
“The prince was an old lover of 

Margaret’s."
The blood rushed to Blair’s face, 

and his eyes flashed.
“An old lover? It is you who are 

mad ! Margaret had no lover but 
me.”

Austin Ambrose met his fierce gaze 
steadily.

“My dear Blair, I meant no kind of 
reproach against her! But thi 
it not possible that the prince 
have seen her before she met you 
that, though nothing tangible 
have passed between them, he 
have fallen in love with her?”

"And she not tell me! Ah, 
little you knew her!”

“She may not have thought it worth 
the telling! May have feared that 
you might think she was boasting of 
her conquest over a prince. But if 
you won’t entertain this idea, what 
other reason can you find for his want­
ing to fight you? You know what 
these Italians are; they will fight for 
an idea—half a one! He may have
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all these months? 
me well enough to feel that I am not 
a mere straw to be idly blown hither 
and thither, not a man likely to waste 
his life doing service for no requital. 
Let me take you back to the past. Do 
you remember the days and months 
and years I waited on you like a 
slave? Do you think it was done for 
nothing, with-no hope of reward?"

His eyes shone with fierce deter­
mination, his whole manner proclaim­
ed eloquently the dominant idea which 
had actuated him through the past, 
which was now so near its fulfillment.

“I never deceived you. Think! re­
member! Is it so hard to go back? 
I suppose it must be so! You are 
now the Countess of Ferrers, Blair’s 
wife; you have obtained all you

B
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you forgotten—is it necessary to .re­
mind you of jour promise? Is it ne­

cessary to remind you for what that 
promise wàs given? Ah, yes, I sup­
pose so. Men and women have short 

Violet, have you forgotten 
the day I undertook that you should 
be Blair’s wife?”

Her face paled, but she laughed.
"How melodramatic you are. Ot 

course. I was a poor little woman 
who set her heart upon something, 
and you were the clever man who of­
fered to help me. Pray do not look 
so serious.”

“I cannot help my looks to-night," 
he said, quietly, “for to-night you and" 
I stand face to face, soul to soul. 
Violet, you had set your heart upon 
gaining Blair, and I have got him for 
you. You promised me at the time 
that you would give me whatsoever 1 
should ask, and I told you that some 
day I should come to claim my re­
ward at your hands. I have come. I 
will not tell you all I have done for 
you. You may have conjectured how 
dark and vile the work has been—no 
matter.- I have succeeded; you have 
been Blair’s wife through my agency. 
I come to claim my reward!”

She bit her lip and tried to smile.
“Well, well, what is it? It is aw­

fully late, why not wait until to­
morrow? Blair may come in at any 
moment, and though there is no im­
propriety in our chatting in my own 
room, still—what is it? Is it money? 
Are you in difficulties? How much is 
it?"

“It is not money,” he said gravely.
“What then?” she said, impatiently.
“It is yourself!" he said, his eyes

r mere 
with an A. &. S. Rodger sall-absorbing passion; I should have 

loved you if you had been a poor girl 
selling flowers in the streets, and I 
would have knelt to you if you had 
been such an one as humbly as I 
knelt to Violet Graham, the wealthy 
heiress, with all the world at her beck 
and nod! And you!—how did you 
treat me? Look back! You scarcely 
deigned to listen, and when at last you 
consented to waste a few minutes in 
listening to my prayer—ah! and what 
a prayer it was ; the cry of a man beg­
ging for his life!—you answered me 
with a few half contemptuous words, 
a smile wholly scornful, and a 
haughty request that I would 
again so far forget myself, 
myself! Violet, as I left you 
day, I swore that if I lived I would 
win you; that every gift nature had 
given me, every talent I could ac­
quire, should be pressed into the ser­
vice of my oath, and that sooner or 
later I would come to you—not kneel­
ing, as the humble suppliant, the 
slave craving for a boon at the hand 
of a tyrant, but as one having the 
power to command and exact that 
which he wanted."

“You—you must be mad, Austin!" 
she murmured, struggling with the 
terror his words produced on her.

"Wait!" he said, with the same 
deadly intentness. “Wait, as I wait­
ed! I knew that you had set your 
heart upon marrying Blair. Blair 
was in my hands. He trusted me im­
plicitly; through him I thought that 
I might, perchance, gain a hold upon 
you. For days, through sleepless 
nights, I set myself to find some way 
of trapping you, some net which 
should catch and hold you fast. I 
knew that I could bring Blair to your 
feet sooner or later, but that was nut 
enough, for, by doing so, I should lose 
you altogether. Violet, they talk of 
fate. If thére be such a thing, then 
Fate took pity on me and worked on 
my side. It was Fate more than I 
myself, which weaved the plot where­
by I stand to-night before you as n 
victor, not kneeling, as I once knelt, 
your slave!”

He paused and smiled down at her, 
with the air of a man confident of his 
victim. |

(To be Continued.)
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situation. After all, Fate was work­
ing for him to the end! If the Prince 
Rivani would kindly kill Blair how 
easily the denouement would work 
out.

“I don't like this!" he said gloom­
ily. “I am not thinking of myself, 
nor so much of you—for you are 
good at sword or pistol—but I am 
thinking of Vio------of the countess.”
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