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jon and the States, so stoutly contunds. Another
recommendation by this Commitiee, that each

~ State require of its home and agency Companies
an impiicit anoual statemont of uniform character
to be made in tae month of January, is important.
The time is not far distant when all the States
must follow the example of Massachussetts, New
York, Ohio, California and lowa, especially if they
hope to decentralize the insurance business, and
keep premiums at home.

The broker war, like Ftna and Vesuvius, has
its periodie eruptions, and is just now in full flame.
Twenty-foor odices, including several of such A Il
corporatio.s as the Home, Contipental, Royal,
Manhattan, Washington and Republic, have
united in a league, and after the manner of the
fathers in 1776, have issued a declaration of inde-
pendence. They will no longer pay brokerage,
and will, without charge, place risks for their cus
tomers. You will not care to ligve me discuss
this vexed question in your columms. There are
some hundred and twenty brokers on the Brokers'
Board, beside scores of semi-occasional fellows
This eager crowd of middlemen strive to skin 15
to 25 per cent. from the office preminms, though
the statistics show that the New York offies, as a
whole, have made no money for the past five years.
Dividends have been merely intepest dividends,
and generally made at the expense of needel
reserve. Allow me torexpress my ¢onviction that
if the New York fire brokers ever were a useful
* institution,”” they have survived that usefulness
Many efforts have been made during the last
15 years to strike them off, but there lias always
been enough young and sturdy offices mot *‘in
combination,” tg keep “them in countenanc
Any movement td be effectual must be unanimous
or nearly so.

The rapidity with which *‘ Co-aperative " Life
Insurance Companies are springing up in different
parts of the Union, revives the reflection that
there is very little new under the sun. New
York, Chicago, Cincinnatti, Philadelphia, Balti
more, Chmtou, Enfaula, (Ala,), and other
cities, are supplied with one or more. New York |
has three nuill may soon have ten or twenty.
They are substantially like the insurance *‘little

" that infested London at the commencement
of the eighteenth century, and which were sup- |
pressed by a penal statute in Queen Anne's reign. |

For a mere trifle, say $3 to $6 initiation fee,
and 81 on the death of a member, the insured’s
family is to get $5000 at his demise. Such highly
benevolent concerns need and have no charter, or |
authority for doing business. There is no guar- |
antee or any possibility that tke obscure and im-
pecunictis ‘‘ promoters ' will be able or likely to
continue them, nem con the fact, that the obliga- |
tions which they propose to assume are expected |
to run from ome to thirty years. No notice is
taken of the decrement or deterioration of life, or
gate of interest, and there is no provision or assar-
ance that the accutnulated fund, if oue is ever got,
will be accessjble to the family of a deceased mem-
ber. The Insurance Moni’or has bheen hand
the Manhattan National Union, Unit t .
and others of this ilk, without gloves, and I notice
that these swindles are receiving attention in
Chicago, Baltimore, and other quarters. If o
Superintendent of the Insurance Department at Al-
bany, has no power under existing laws to suppress
them, an ‘‘enabling " statute will he passed when
the Legislature meets in January. Meantime
some hundreds of mechanics and lahourers may
be cheated out of hard earnings. Of course the
business classes are not to be caught by the con-
temptible ‘‘shysters” who are pushing these
‘little goes " redivivus.

Prominent among the causes which have secured
for life insurance such great popularity, and un
P.eedcntvd growth in the American Union, is the

= *'*gﬂd application of the mutual principle, and
half premium note. You, on the other side

of ‘ordan have géen enough of the irrcpressible
and uisitive *‘ Yank ™ to know that he is
pretty wd. . When he had got sufficiently

| the insured T'he

well plinted in business to give pome att¢ntion
to life insurance (about twenty ‘vears agg), he
quickly saw that its ““m ssion " wad with the/scnti
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On Thursday night the stable In rear of the
dwelling ocenpied by Mr. Fdw.a lilton, in St.
Genevieve Street,
delay in tl
two horses and a cov

On Saturday night
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a whole nest of wooden mltlluildings were %
.

destroy.d.
It 1s- somewhat curious to note the
form of these acts of incendiarism; within a
we have had four fires within a stune-throw of
1 other, in the western section of the e.’
three or four ]\...-. ks ago we had ~.
¢s within tlhe ‘same
m part of the city. Wealdh
i wme of onr scientifie nien here
T thd style of DeQuingy's o
18 one of the k-'mvv- Arts,”) treat us to g
on the causes of this curious but evident
t him go inte the :nhj-rt in all its posgible
1es, ascertain whether it may be owing
inflnences, or, if not, what? >
t that one-hialf of our ornamentsl
arrelled  fite-marshal should undertake
task, ahd thus earn the gratitude of
cally ihelined; as well as the now

[ fees of the office. ‘

Caxapa Live. —The business of this Company
for the past half year, shows an increase over the
| same period of last year of 59,23 per cent, in the
numb of new lv».l-iu'\ issued ; an increase of
54.01 per cent. in the new premins, and 65,60
er cent., 1 tihe 1 assured

Fiers AND ALARMS IN QUuesrc.— Mr. J. 8: Pe

n, Chief Engineer of the Fire Department,

es the following statement of the number

and af fire<in that city d the
31st October, 1868, the .
viz: 1868 —Fires, .

fires;: 35, alarms, 28.

WATHLS
ending tl
orresponding period of 1867,
1867

34, n]."vi s, 96 ;

The Union Mutual Life Assurance Co., of
Maine, has received lieense to transact busipess
anada, on depositing U.8. 6's of 81—850,000.

. Corwin, general agent, St Jubn, N. B,
A petition has been introduced into the Outasie
cgislature praying for an act of incorporation for
“Ontario Mutnal Life Insuranee Compang:™

Fiee Recorp.—8t. John, N. B,, Nov, $&~
Harringtonu's saw mill at the Shédiac has been
totallv destroyed by fire. Bateman's grist mill
ongide also burnt; lgse’$4,000; no insurance,

W\ voming, Ont., Oct. 30.—Clark & Scn's grist,
saw, Parding and fulling mill, and | shingle.ma-
chine, all totally destroyed; loss vstimated at
27.000; po usurance. A barn h-longingto}l

nvoy, across the road from the mills, eanght

vas consumed with its contents;
msuranoce,
Fownship, Ont., Oct, 18.—Bammof
James Cosey, und countents; took fire while /the
ymily were at clinreh and believed td be the werk
of an incgndiary; no insurance.
Quebed,  Oct Mr. Hayes' grocery, cofmier
\moth andk J) Artigny street; origin a mystery; #o
ou building; stock insured for §1,000
in the British America

rocery store of Mr. Le Bel, cornet of
street; caused hy a lightﬂi cnllk
highwines: the fire was extin®|
auisked with little damage; stock insared in the
Quebec Fire and Home Insurance Companies.

Hamilton Township, Ont., Oct. 35.- -Barg of
B. Hurris and contents totally destroyed; cause
mknown: no information as to insurance. 5

Kingstor toad, Ont Stacked straw b\l_ﬂ't;
insured in the Provineial for 2600,

MAniNE Disasters o THE Lakgs.—A siles
named Jas. Blessington was lost off the brig & F
| ale, near Phint Pelee, a few ddys sitice.

'l cow, A. P. Wuaite, ‘\\IH:‘ h sank off Port
\ ed ashore’at th“p
recent heavy gale.
s sehooter 7 ) rg,/, {in r|i\’e-l.l|t POI"C"
Lorne on Saturday, the 30th Oet., in a d
condition. Bot) mast-heads were carried aWay

and some of her sails gone.
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The schooner Fred. L. Wells, of B“MOL‘ i

| wrecked on the 2ud inst., off Port Bruce, 0B the




