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affairs of the Company in a 1 letter $ioaitiun. 
The fact that American freight wae, and U, 
hying carried <i( a la»» ia nothing new. Mr. 
Brydges, wo think, has stated that more than 
once in his nqiorta. ltut we were not pre- 
Iwired for the extraordinary results which 
these figures j-oint to. Working for nothing, 
and paying exjienses is eschewed by most 
jieople as an undesiralde way of spending 
one's time, but it seems to have fallen to the 
lot our great railway to carry American 
I undeletions nearly on these terms, trusting 
to other sources to make good the adverse 
balance so created. This is justified by Mr. 
Hrydges in this way : it is necessary to carry 
at these low rates in order to get through 
freight at all : this through freight cannot lie 
dispensed with ; the business must tie retain­
ed at whatever cost, till the “ temporary", 
depreciation of American currency disapjiears, 
„r it cannot lie regained. Several questions 
arise here; are not the Company laying “too 
dear for their whistle f*—is the depreciation of 
American currency likely to be any more 
“ temporary” than the existence <>f the (/rand 
Trunk itself, if its credit be not improved, 
mid would it not be better to do a small jiay- 
ing business, for the time 1 icing, with less 
rolling stock and reduced annual outlay for 
new plant and repairs to the jiermament w ay, 
than to do a large non-jiaying business, in 
which the increase of loss and of tralhc go 
together f It is these heavy through trains 
which arc esjiecially trying on the permanent 
way as well as on the rolling stock. More 
light is wanted on these points.

MONTREAL vs. TORONTO.

The active efforts of the merchants of To­
ronto to head off Montreal in the trade with 
Western CiUiada, seem to have borne fruit. 
As a leading commercial organ of the east, 
the Montreal Hr raid displays commendable 
candor in the following, which we extract 
from that paper of Saturday last

“Our own Province will bo in a decidedly 
“ better position to meet its obligations than 
“ it was last year, on account of the crojis 
“ turning out so umch superior, and although 
“ Upjier Canada must be fully as well off as 
“as she was in 1807, it is very doubtful if 
“ Montreal will benefit in future so much by 
“ hei' prosperity. It is quite natural for 
“ those doing business in the West, to con- 
“ tine as much of that trade as possible to 
“ their own territory, and we confess to have 
“ observed a most vigorous effort in Toronto 
“ to prevent so large a share of the trade so 
“ necessary to the maintainance of Montreal 
“ from coming beyond the first named place. 
“ The attempt has not by any means failed ; 
“on the contrary, it has succeeded, perhaps 
“ to a degree which at first was hardly looked 
“for. Lately Western merchants have lieen 
“ stimulated hy the low rates of through 
“ freight from Liveqmol to Toronto; ill not

“a few cases, goods having been laid down 
“at their doors for less tlian was being paid 
“ to this port. This, if only a coiiqiaratively 
“ email advantage is one which will lie made 
“ use of against the trade of this port, and 
“ while business here has ruled with unusual 
“ quietness since last fall, it may be that what 
“ has been taken from Montreal by compe- 
“ titiou has rendered it more depressing.”

United States Cham he* or Life InrCr- 
am'k.—An extra of the Monitor informs us 
that the Chandler met at Saratoga, August 19. 
Some discussion took place as to the propriety 
of requiring the data of policies nrritUira, it 
lieing contended that a valuation by groups 
would answ er every purpose. The rule, how­
ever, was allowed to stand. A Committee 
was appointed to nominate a suitable person 
for Aitva*y-in-Chief, and to name the salary 
to be attached t<i the ofiioe. This Committee 
will rcjKirt in November./ Sonic suggested 
80,000 and others 810,000 as projier sums. 
After some other business the meeting ad­
journed;

Phknix Insurance Company.—In giving 
a list of Conquîmes, hist week, which do mit 
Intend to comply with the Insurance Act, we 
included the Phénix of Brooklyn. This we 
did from information furnished us which we 
learn proves to be incorrect. We now 
hear from the Toronto agent, Mr. C. 
G. Fortier, that the Company lias no inten­
tion of withdrawing from the Dominion.

(f ommuitiratien*.

WOODEN RAILWAYS.
Tlii' Edit'» Mine tan Time*.

Sir,—Sonu- <• irrespondenoe on the subject of 
“ Woodm Railways,1 which was published in tile. 
IVterlsirougli Ker'inr, for the information of those 
interested in opening up thv ivsr of the County of 
l't terlsimugh, was noticed â short time ago in 
your journal.

I have just returned from a visit to the Railway 
porti.ularly referred to by my correspondent, Mr. 
Hulhert, and a short account of ittnay perhaps lie 
of interest to your rentiers. The party consisted 
of Mr. Morris, M.P., Mr. Cartwright, M.P., Col. 
I>. K. Boulton, Mr. <ieorge Kirkpatrick, of King­
ston, and myself. 1 mention thes* names merely 
to shew that the stilijeet of “Wooden Railways, 
for our undeveloped country, is now atfwting 
some sttention in different jsirta of I Intario.

The Wooden Kailwsy eommenees on the Water- 
town Railway, 28mili-s from Ogilenaburei, 2 niflea 
past the lie Kalb .function. Its length is 24 miles 
to the Clifton Iron Mines, or mountain, whieh is 
iin the Ailirondwk range, and in what ia known 
as Jehu Brown’s Trail. In this distance it rises 
|no less than 1,100 f<-et. There is hardly any 
cutting, but the nail is carri'sl clear tip stnl over 
the hills. There are three or four grades of 285 
feet in the mile, and one short pitch even over 
that. In plais- of earthwork, tresselwork is Used 
to a very gr>-at extent, and this generally of a rude 
hnt strong conatrui tiiin -cross logs. The line is 
■ jiartieularly diftieiilt one, and considerable 
engineering skill has Is-cii displayed, ill the man­
ner in which it has lieen carried ever r-qiiil streams 
and roekv raviner. Manv of the curves are very
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to die lflbn mountain. Then- »v found large 
ate. I vogi in the course of «xmétnicuo* by a 
Comjhnvyroared with npital to the pxtrot of 
f 150,900. Tlie ore, which iiHitnin* from <11 to 70 
tier eriit.- of iron, is )mt Tn the furnaces, (like 
long box St ivest, where it is “ treetrd ’’ with char- 
con! air 1 Hasts of tarh.>n. And is turned .ait the 
purest steel The .Company expedts t-i turu out 
about 50 Ions per <l#V. A Steel Rail mattuihi-binr 
is alight tp lie erected shortly. These raj Is, whieh 
will sold at a mieh-rate price, will, in tie eati- 
matieft of Mr. llnlhert, brtnray hw$, Super­
sede 1*1.11 rails ; and it is in i-mtemplatiw in the 
futurglhi lay down the rails on the woudeg road. 
The
tlVlT.'l’ 
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into tfci' iitountain at tarions points. The upper 
.jiart at the mad, a la ait 2J miles from the mouu- 
tain to thé ymithfrll village of Clifton,, wa* eom- 
plrtisFalstUt" s year ago to bring the iron down to 
the smelting works which are there in fell blast, 
and aknigihis portion trains were run neatly all 
the Walter. The furnace, whieh it of WijaiUS 
thiekiiess, 'is tilled with iron and ehnrrnak m due 
pmpadBote, to the height of 36 feet, wiiere there 
is r idatfoftn eouveniently opening out on tie top 
of tfieTKiiik. the fhmaee eummeneing at thr bot­
tom. Tli<> crusher is worked by water minier ; it 
ia a heavy in.n wedge working at an angle «gainst 
a fixist imp bloelt. The wedge works on a r*. the 
Is.ttoin always in the same jsisition, nearly close 
to the block, the top about a foot from the block, 
iwillatbig forwar'i .nul backwards Tlie ere ia 
thrown in end is raduatly crushed smaller and 
smaller, dipping with its own weight, until it 
falls out tfre right si» —el-out tliat of a hen's egg. 
It anpdtinsd to me to he the best principle for a 
crushef, even for gold quartz, as it can bet “ 
to any deyr»- of finetu-sa Hic met ia about 1 
l*. S. UUrtrucy, and the machine would 

<«ic fo, crushing stones for 1 
raving time, money and humain
considered of a degrading chatifcttv. 

The “ 6 uertl" wlio was sxjperintcnding the holler 
shcweil ns their enormous clisrroal houx-s, where 
they 11 Hr ays keep a reserve of 300,060 bushels for 
emerge» il». If e!iar.-oal can be used with such 
CX. .lient tk-stilts in Irnth iron ami steel Works, 
cannot auf Vinadian capitalists lie indwed to put 
a little Bvnicv into smelting works in this country T 

From CUft.-u we look with us about 25 tuns of 
ore ; tint grades lieing of course chiefly down hill, 
but v.nw of them lieing ascents of 70 feet to the 
mile. Will the new engine which Mr. Hulhert 
ex|s*cts imtinsliiitely, them js no doubt that he 
can take 5n tons with safety and et à fair rate of 
speed—light or ten miles à* hour. The day we 
acre there, the Uauetnl 8ui*-nntendent of the 
t 'ampan| tiuthorise.1 him to ai once ordtr tivetul 

npa and cars, which will cnablt lias toa101
take tnS4o tons a day, besides the ore 
to the strsfl works on the monntain. A 
of on- ip «pipped by tlie Iron R. R. to 
points Ruy smelting.

The' C.igijuuv own almut 74,000 acres. They 
supplii 4ah'i are now supplying Mr. Hulhert with 
funds MF portât ruction of road aud pun base of 
rolling st|rk ; Mr. Ilulliert getting out
himself ti0er an Arrangement with theOon^uy,
paving a rurally and selling it himself.;
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