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ERIE AND NIAGARA RAILWAY 
EXTENSION.

The Railway Committee of the Legislative 
Assembly has been engaged during the past 
and present week on • Bill introduced by 
Mr. McKelUr, to extend the Erie and Ni­
agara Railway to some point on the Detroit 
river. That was the object of the bill ae 
introduced and as first submitted to th; 
committee : but, objection having been 
token, that, as the company whose powers 
were thus sought to be enlarged, had the 
right, by its charter, to go into -a foreign 
country, the bill was beyond the jurisdiction 
of the local Legislature, the original bill was 
abandoned, and an entirely new bill intro­
duced, incorporating a new company to build 
a railroad from Fort Erie to the Detroit 
river, ignoring altogether the Erie and Ni­
agara Railway Company, the original peti­
tioners, and whose petition passed the Com­
mittee on Standing Orders. Objection has 
been taken to the power of the Legislature, 
under its rules, to consider this bill, seeing 
that no notice was given by the gentlemen 
sought to be incorporated, of an intention 
to apply for an act of incorporation, that no 
petition was presented by them, and that 
therefore they are not properly before Par­
liament at all That is a technical objection, 
baaed upon the rules of the House, which 
appears to ns to have great force. But our 
object is to deal rather with the merits of 
the measure itself, aa it affects the interests 
of this country.

We publish elsewhere the statement sub­
mitted by Mr. Swinyard, the General Mans- 
ager of the Great Western Railway, against 
the 1411, and we ask the particular attention 
of our readers to it. The ground taken by 
Mr. Swinyard against the incorporation of 
rival companies to those already in existence, 
is a very strong one. We greatly fear that 
the gentlemen comprising the Railway Cos»*1 
mittee, in their natural anxiety to promote 
the construction of these great arteries of 
commerce, do not sufficiently appreciate 
this point The responsibility of Parlia­
ment in chartering railway companies is a 
very grave one. There is much more iffi«. 
plied in it than the mere granting of power 
to construct a railway. It implies at 
least a reasonable assurance on the part of 
Parliament that the railway is a public ne­
cessity, and that if properly constructed and 
judiciously managed, it will afford a fair 
return for the investment; and it implies 
besides this, that the persons to whom char­

tered righto an given, will be protected to 
the exercise of them by the Parliament that 
accords tln m. Nothing could tend non to 
destroy all confidence in railway investments 
in this country, to undermine the credit of 
the country itself, than a laxity to this re­
spect In this can we find that the Graft 
Western Railway Company have invested to 
Canada on the faith of acta of the CWaadton 
Parliament, no less than twenty-dx millions 
of dollars of English capital; and at a time 
when some return to beginning to be had 6a 
that capital, a proposition is made to charte 
another railway of two hundred and twerty 
miles in length, which, for ever n hundred 
miles of that distance to a directly com­
peting line to the Great Western, roaatag 
through a country already amply supplied 
by it, and which, as to through traffic, is a 
competing line for its entire length 1

It is quite true that we are told that the 
American lines need this other means of 
communication for their through traffic. 
If that is the case, it only render the Injus­
tice to the Great WeEleni Railway and the 
English proprietors the greater. If the ap­
plication for this Bill were made upon tile 
ground that the local requirements of this 
country demand it, there would be good 
ground for action on the part of the Ontario 
Legislature. But no one pretends to my 
that the local wants of the district would 
justify the construction of such a road as 
this proposed Erie and Niagara externe*. 
And we leave, therefore, the propositi* 
gravely put forth, that this Legislator» ahaO 
step in, to the injury of investments made 
on the good faith of Canadian Legislation, 
and charter a rival line for the accommoda­
tion of American shippers! Surely Parlia­
ment will pause before committing so greet 
an act of injustice.

We are told that the policy of the Legis­
lative Assembly of Ontario is to give ehsrtm 
to whatever Company may ask them, with­
out the slightest regard to whether they are 
rival lines or not, so long * they require no 
public assistance. The conduct of the Rail­
way Committee on this Bill almost leads ns 
to fear that such is indeed the policy. The 
cavalier manner in which they treated the 
Great Western Railway, their willingness to 
accord only half an hour to the Conned «f 
that Company to state their case, about one 
minute for each million dollars invested to 
this country by that Company, as Mr. Cum­
berland pointedly put it, was an ill omen as 
to the disposition of that Committee. No 
surer method ooukl be adopted to prevent 
all investments in tills country. If it be 
settled as a principle that any Company 
which chooses to apply for a charter shall 
get it, without any enquiry beyond the mere 
fact of application, capitalists will be ex­
ceedingly chary how tliey touch railways in 
Ontwjo, and the very object which Parlh- 
meut professes to have ifa view, the coo-in e- 
tioe of public routes, will be defeated. We 
implore the LegiiUtiv* Aisembly to pause


