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MANUFACTURERS SEE LIGHT

()1 he front cover o ['he ll‘Allil‘. 11
| space 1n whiel vie endeavor  week
by “week to express the fundamental prin
ciples ‘of democracy and. the best ideals

of the Grain Growers’ movement., we have
this week reproduced an editorial paragraph
from-the current issue of Industrial Canada.
the org :

an of the Canadian Manufacturers’
Assoclation.  And we quote this pronounce
ment, not to eriticize but to commend. The
Guide has very frequently pointed out that
real estate speculation, by holding land out
of use and inflating prices, is the greatest
hindrance to progress and prosperity with
which Canadian industries, both agricultural
and manufacturing, have to contend, and
we are oglad to find the ‘organ of the manu
facturers: so clearly: recognizing the same
evil.  The organized farmers of the West
feel no enmity towards the manufacturers
and they would gladly welcome their co-
operation in securing lecislation 1o make it
nnpossible for land monopolists and real
estate speculators to stand in the way of the
progress and development of the Dominion.
. "A. Dunning, general manager of the
Saskatehewan Co-operative Elevator (o, has
accepted an mvitation to address the Annual
Convention of the Canadian Manufacturers’
Assocration at Montreal this week on "\West
ern Agricultural Problems, which shows that
that Association is heginning to recognize
that the farmers’ organizations are worthy
of consideration. and we do not doubt that
Mr. Dunning will be able to o
to a great many things that wi

n ther eves
Il cause the
manufacturers to adopt a more reasonable
attitude towards the West.,  We do not know
whether the evil of land speculation 1s_one
of the 411]"\”'!11\ which Mr. Dunning will
deal with, but it would certainly be a most
appropriate time to discuss the matter. The
manufacturers,” however, will find them
selves confronted by a serious difficulty
when they endeavor to devise a scheme to
put a stop to the evil of land speculation
The only scheme which 1s at present hefore
the j’”!-‘“" which promises to accomplish
that object is the Taxation of Land Values,
sometimes called the Single Tax The or
ganized farmers of Western (Canada have
pronounced in favor of that method of
reform. but before the manufacturers can
endorse it H."_\' will have to abandon the
Protective Tariff which they are at present

apparently [""i‘;:""‘l to 1!1-1.-“4{ at all costs

This is another example of how Protection
stands 1n the way of progress
AS TO ELECTION METHODS
One main cause ol political corn iption 18
of course, the need of money tor purposes
of political organization in t rrying on
0 { tions I'} ann ot
organization thou S nel f B 0
meeting  th ! 3
1 1 rent oy 1808 ¥ rin 1 Or1
postage, and so on. Money saaded.. snd
$ Karastar o ;i Vitine id lavo detor
18 raised and s to wi t is put. Ar
1 ne that w r ' '
t1o0ns 18 r tat r Oonl 1 |
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tion that 1t would be to the general advan
tage to have as much as [ul\\lil[" of the

ate expense-—indeed 1t would begwvell

or cvery dollar of legitimate expense in
connection with elections, which now has
to be raised. by the candidates and their
friends —provided for from public funds, in
the open daylicht of publicity. Tt is certainly
arguable that 1t would cost the publie less
in the long run

And \\].‘.\' should not the school districets
be made the polling subdivisions of constitu
encies?  What more suitable than that the
educational map of the country and its
political map should he practically one and
the same? There might be need of adjust
ments inoa few cases but there can be no
question that for nineteen out of twenty of
the school distriets this sugeestion is entirely
practicable. Then, as a logical consequence,
the school houses would be the polling places
Why not?  Would not this be cminently a
fitting and appropriate use to put them to?
Then the rent of some hoase or store or other
premises would not hiive to be provided for
Sut the main value of making this use of the
scehoolhouses and the scehool districets \\nlllll
be that o right and proper permanent foun
dation would thus be provided for our
political  structures It s interesting  to
note, in this conneetion that a hill promoted
by the People’s Institute of New York, a
progressive  organization  devoted 1o the
hetterment  of conditions of Life and the
advancement of the general welfare, to
]'!‘H‘,I'L‘ that schools be used as [l'le!lL' [l|.l~‘t‘\
has been defeated by the influences wielded
by Tammany in the legislature of that state
Back of the measure were a dozen social
and civie organizations and agencies of pro
eress, but they failed to carry the imeasure
to success against the efforts of corrupt
[m]JIIW\ to defeat 1t The fight has not heen
given up but will be earried on 1n the inter
ests of honest voting and the education of
the elector, This vood effort 1n the State of
New York is mentioned here merely inoan
incidental way, in connection with the whole
matter of the necessity of a revolution i the
entire method of carryving on clection cam
palgns and elections

Rightly considered, an election 18 one ol
the most important of the functions exer
cised by a self-governing people. It may b
described, indeed, as the fundamental fune
Why, then, should
the conduet of 1t be so largely left in oa hap

hazard manner to the control of politicians

tion of self-government

%4

Why should not 1t be made a matter whiel

th people collectively, by means of then
governmoental organization, should attend to
the financing of It is the people’s busing
It has heen allowed to becomq together too
I ticians’ business
PROGRESS EVEN IN RUSSIA
K “n 1n “ ISS1a e lheght ol Progress 18
! ing headway against the darkness by
the .“AHL’ estanblist 1 indamoeent thod ol
ng ti dmimstration 1n that vast
e t its  huge conglomerate  of
opulation It has been the long-established
ethod 1n Russia to derive publie revenus
alniy irom the Sl 0O alcohiol)e drinks
chiefly vodka, which is the national drink of
the mass of the Russian peoj The manu
ture ol ohie 1 ts 1o i 1n Russia
covernment monopoly Now the Czar, not
ng, ¢ i entirs H1S owWn o 1nitia
a8 ¢ ared that other SOources 0}
I e revenue mu i in place of
this | that t O must b
regtiricted It re ins to be secn how far

1914

this will result in actual practical reform in
[Russia. There has heen frequent proof that
vood antentions at St Petershure have be-
fore now failed of realization.  But that in
this case there will be some measure of eood
result there seems to he every reason to
believe,  There will be some lessening of the

_’-l'ui.‘nli/in:_' of the people hy vodka, which

debases them morally, mentally and physi
cally. The need of this reform as a natonal
necessity,  solely from  an economie  and
utilitarian point of view has impressed itself
upon all thinking Russians, The news of this
reform movement is altogether the most
hopeful note that has come from Russia in
many yvears. To take the place of the vodka
shops as social resorts, reading rooms and
VATTOUS community centres for amusement
and sacial recreations are to he established
This tells of expense, not income, and yet it
roes hut part way.

The Russian’s resort to strong drink has
had more than the social side; it has meant
more than a relief from the dull monotony
of a hlife of plodding labor. It has made the
Russian peasant elass forget for a time its
poverty and misery, the temporary stupor of
Forgetfulness being purchased at a heavy
cost of inereased poverty and misery.  The
rovernment, to make reading rooms attrae
tive st first grant the ability to read. To
make mnocent social hife attractive it must
Ierhiten the hurdens of poverty.  Aleohol has
bheen but an agency in the drageing down,
and the turning to 1t has been a consequence
of conditions rather than the cause of these
condjtions What Russia  must ultimately
doas to remove the causes whieh have made
excessive vodka-drinking so ereat a factor
in-its national life. That it will do this is
quite certain, sinee it s not an awakening
of its moral sense that has aroused its rulers,
but a realization that s people were he
coming unfit for labor, for military service
and |'I"Hlllr'll‘.l‘ enterprises The one ”lill',’
stronger than the national moral sense of
any government, is a realization of its ma
terial welfiar This is always based upon
morals, but 1t as the material needs which
bring the awalkening and give the sustaining
pOwWer

UNSUITED TO PROTECTION

One of the favorite contentions of Pro
fectionists in Canada as that Protection is
imdispensable to the ceonomie salvation of
the Domimon, and that of all the countries
in the world she needs it more than any
other.  The truth is that no country is so
unsuited to the operations of protection as
Canada.  Her territory lies in the same lati
tude and tho there are some variations, for
the most part the elimate 15 identical. The
1

result as that there 18 no great :]1.14,'&11»“1-.\' or

wide variet Ot [;yudijv-!w (‘ertain [ll"l'illi"h
are grown in great abundance and certain
other  commoditics  can never he grown

ithin her bounds. The Dominion is a thinly
peopled country extending over huge arcas
i fn'f‘:'<ul with great natural resources,
but as theNfertile groups of territory which
ter dommn lie within the same
zone, all necd to nuport many things from
abroad ; cach s separated from the other }»_\'

O}

barren and waste country ;
ach is a competitor rather than a customer
of the other and the course of nature would
nake ot prefer to trade with 1ts neighbor to

O ar countries across the sea, rather
than with the contiguous parts of Canada.
In addition, the fact that the population,

ng 8o scattered is comparatively
stnall, must also make 1t quite nmpossible
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