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Children’s Corner.

LADY TEMPLE’S GRANDCHILDREN.

Chapter XVIII.
GOING HOME.

There was great lamentation at Denmouth 
when, at the close of the third week of their 
stay, the summons came that Dolly and Duke 
were to return home in three days’ time.

The Lennox boys declared, one and all, that 
they could not possibly spare either of them, 
and Molly looked wistfully across the table 
towards Dolly, with her dark eyes full of tears.

“ Do write and ask to stay a little longer ' 
pleaded one and another. “ Do tell your grand 
mother how much you want to stay.”

“ But I don’t think I can,” answered Dolly 
timidly. “ I have been very happy here ; but 
if I can go and help Parker to take care of poor 
grandmother, I should be so very pleased. I 
could read to her, and do ever so many little 
things. Dr. Gordon said I might when she 
was better and we came home again ; and I 
should be so pleased to do that.”

The boys gazed at her in astonishment.
“ Should you, really ? ”
“ Yes, really.”
But Duke was loud in his expressions of 

dismay and disapproval. He liked the sea-side, 
he liked holidays, he liked everything there ; 
but he hated that horrid old house grand 
mother lived in, and it would be hateful to go 
back when Bruce and Edgar and Hubert were 
away, and he should have nobody to play with 
all the long afternoons when Dolly was having 
lessons. He would write at once to grand 
mother himself, he declared, and tell

“ Yes,” answered Dolly, with a kind of grave In due course Dr. Gordon’s letter arrived. It 
sweetness, “ I do believe she will by and by.” contained permission for Duke to remain a week 

“ Why ?” longer with Lucy, and the information that he
“ Oh, you know quite well, Molly, I have was coming down that very day to fetch Dolly 

told you so many tunes.” I home. Lady Temple thought the little girl
Molly was silent. She did know quite well had had sufficient holiday and wished her to 

on what grounds Dolly based such confident I return home to her studies now.
There was no loving message to the effect 

that the grandmother would be glad to have 
the child near her again, not one hint of that 
kind ; but Dolly would not allow herself to feel 
chilled. She had not expected any such mes- 
sage.

Loud lamentations gseeted the reading of this 
letter, which contained the death-blow to the 
lingering hopes of the Lennox children.

Lady Temple was voted a nasty, cross old 
woman, and every voice was raised in pity for 
poor Dolly, who had to go back to her and to 
lessons.

But Dolly did not look as though she felt any 
need of pity. She was full of her own pur
pose, and very eager to do everything that lay 
in her power for her poor suffering grand
mother.

The day was not an unhappy one for the 
little girl^ even though she did have to say so

hopes of success. Her face softened a ltttle, 
and the impatient frown smoothed itself out 
from her brow, butL'yet she sighed, “ I don’t 
want you to go.”

“ But if grandmother sends for me I shall 
have to ; and you will soon learn to do without 
me.”

No, I shan’t.”
“ I think you will,” persisted Dolly gently ; 

“ I think perhaps it may be better in some ways 
when I am gone.”

“ What do you mean ?”
“You will have more time to talk to the 

boys, and to be interested in what they do, 
when I am gone. I know that will please 
them, for they like showing their things and 
telling what they have done. They will soon 
grow very fond of you, when you have more 
time to attend to them.”

Molly lay silent, staring àt Dolly.

S' motner mmsen, ne declared, and tell her he 
wouldn't come home.

Dolly listened in silence to these propositions, y°u have done to change 
revolving something in her head all the while. I “ * 1 ” cried Dolly in si 
By and by she seemed to make up ner mind, 
and spoke—

“ I’ll tell you what I’ll do, Duke dear. I’ll 
write to Dr. Gordon and tell him what you 
say. He can always arrange things nicely
with grandmother, I think ; and then perhaps came.” 
she will let you stay a little longer, and I can “ 'R,,< 
go back to take care of her and go on with my 
lessons. Don't you think that will be the best 
arrangement ? ”

Duke was pacified and content that this 
should be arranged ; but it did not seem at all 
to satisfy the boys, and Dolly coloured with

they come to you to tell you everything, and to 
get you to do little things for them.”

A few weeks ago Molly would have indig
nantly repudiated the notion of that’s being 
anything but a dreadful infliction ; but she had 
insensibly altered her views of late, and now 
she answered half grudgingly, half smil
ingly—

“ I don’t belie ve"they will ever care for me 
as they do for you ; but they are much nicer 
than they used to be. I cannot think what

them so.”
Dolly in surprise.

“ Yes, you.”
“ What do you mean ? I haven’t done any

thing.”
“ You have made the boys quite differ

ent. They were always quarrelling till you

But I couldn’t have stopped them.”
Well, I can’t tell quite how it has been ; 

but I know it’s all you somehow. We all like 
each other better than we did, because you 
like us all ; and the boys got ashamed of 
quarrelling when they saw you didn’t like 
it. You are a regular little *peace"maker,’ 

surprise and pleasure to find how sorry they I Dorothy, whether you know it or not.” 
all were to think of parting with her. Dolly coloured with pleasure, wondering

Poor Molly was inclined to be very low-spir- very much what it was she had done, and not __________ _______ ___________
ited all that morning, and began to upbraid I at all understanding how anybody so quiet and had gained strength and spirit, and he spoke 
Dolly for being at all wishful to go back and timid as herself could gain any real influence kindly and encouragingly to her, bidding her
leave her all alone. over a number of stroug, noisy boys. She be brave and patient, and he thought in time

But you will not be all alone, Molly dear,” wondered if what Molly had said could be she would be able to run about and play 
answered Dolly gently. “ There is Bruce, who true. I again. The visit, short as it was, gave pleasure
likes to be with you now, and Wilfred is always The same afternoon her letter to Dr. Gordon to the children, and Molly said good-bye to 
ready. And even Edgar and Hubert are much was carefully written and dispatched, and the her little playmate with a brighter lace than
nicer and kinder than they used to be, and answer very eagerly waited for by all the I seemed at all likely during the earlier hours ot
Duke is very fond of you, and perhaps hç will party. I the day.
stay. I do not think you will be at all lonely.” The boys made a great fuss of Dolly during It was not until they were seated in the 

But I want you,” persisted Molly. “ I know the days that followed. She had had no notion railway carriage, being rapidly whirled away 
the boys are much better than they were— 11 how popular she had grown, and felt quite towards town, that Dolly had the opportunity
can’t think what has come over them all—but 11 overwhelmed. Indeed they were rather sur 
want you. ’ prised themselves to find how fond they were

“ I know, dear, and I shall often want you, of her, and were rather shy at first of admitting 
oh very much indeed ! But think how lonely it to one another. Girls had been held rather

to haVe any kind of quiet talk with Dr. G°r* 
don.

(To be continued.)

poor grandmother must be ; and if she wants 
me back, I must go to her.”

“ I don’t believe she does want you.”
“ But I should like her to want me. Perhaps 

she will sometimes when I go back to her.”
“ I don’t believe she loves you a bit.”
“ But I want to make her.”
“ Do you think she ever will ? ”
“ Oh, I hope so.”
“ Do you believe so ? ”

they
them

in contempt by them heretofore, and 
could not exactly tell what had made 
change their views on the subject.

But that made no difference to their feelings 
towards Dolly ; they loaded her with all their 
choicest shells, sea weed, pebbles, and other 
treasures, until she was obliged to tell them that 
Lucy could not find room in her trunk to pack 
any more, and even that information hardly 
restrained them.

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Several letters received too late for this issus will 
early attention —Ed. E.C.

NEW CATALOGUE OF ORGANS-
The Mason & Hamlin Organ and Piano Co® 

pany have just issued their new Catalogue tor

What a lot you do think àbout theboys !” many “ Good-byes.” Words that were spoken 
‘ I think more about you,” answered Dolly, left behind them a sweet sense of surprise and 

smiling. “ It will be so nice for you when | pleasure.
Well, Dolly,” Bruce said in a hasty, rather 

shamefaced way, when they happened to be 
alone together, “ I’m awfully sorry you have to 
go—we shall all miss you dreadfully ; but I 
don’t think we shall forget the sort of things 
you’ve taught us. We shall all of us always be 
glad you came.”

“ O Bruce ! ” and Dolly coloured to the roots 
of her hair, “ I don’t understand. You all think 
I have done so much more than I have. I have 
had such a happy time ; and you have all been 
so very good to me. I want to thank you all. 
It has been so very nice.”

“ I don’t see what you have to thank us for,” 
continued Bruce, “ you’ve done hardly anything 
but slave for one or another of us all the while 
you have been here. But I shan’t forget how .. 
you came to me down on the shore that day. 
and in the evening too, and what you said," 
and then Bruce stopped short, overcome by a 
natural boyish shyness, and Dolly, who felt shy 
too, tripped off elsewhere.

When Dr. Gordon appeared, there was not 
much time to lose, for he had only an hour to 
spare before the train started which was to 
take them back again. He thought both 
children looking well, and said that the sea 
air had done wonders for Duke, and was all 
he wanted to make a man of him. Molly too


