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Toronto, January 3rd,

(Eanaman GLl)nrrbman

1918.

The Christian Peat

The First Sunday After the Epiphany,
January 13th, 1918,

THE FATHER’S :BUSINESS.

There would- seem .t0 _be. one very clear
message coming from the Collect, Epistle and
Gospel.for to-day.

Wihen we look around us and w1thm us we
find ‘‘trouble about many things.’”” Many are
the objects of life, many are the voices which
call us, many are the claims made upon us;
we are indeed hampered by ‘‘a multiplicity of
wants.”” ‘““Every wind that blows is loaded
with trifling fears and icares, covetous and
envious fears, unprofitable cares, and unabid-
ing’ pleasutes, which, passing away, leave no
trace behind, but a heart more entangled and
deceived by the world.”” But-as we meditate
on the simple lesson of this Sunday we learn
that it is the Father’s business which matters
most, that the offering of ourselves to God is
the great object of life, and that guidance tq do
God’s Will is the chief need. Yes, as we study
the Gospel, Epistle and Collect the claims,
object: and pressing - needs of lifé become
simpler, they narrow down to the essentials.

“Wist ye not that I must: be about My
Father’s business?”’ This was the work of
prime importance to Him. With His first
recorded words, Jesus Christ makes it perfectly
clear. . This is how it seemed to Him—the
Father’s business must be first. - From- begin-
ning to end, the Father is first with Him—from
this word in to-day’s Gospel to the last Word
on the Cross, ‘‘Father, into Thy _hands,” His
chief thought was His Father. God first, says
our Gospel, and all other claims-of life wnll take
their right place. The putting of God first sets
no low place to life’s.common duties, for was

it not the Boy Who said, ‘“Wist ye not that T

must be about My Father s business,”” Who
went down to Nazareth with His Mother and
St. Joseph and ‘‘was subject unto them?’?

St. Paul has his word to give us' about the
objective - of life.
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre-
sent your bodies a hvmg sacrifice, holy, -accept=
able unto God, which’is your reasonable ser=
vice.”” The ob]ect to be held before us is the
giving up of ourselves to God to please Him.
It 15%
the Father’s business and are enabled to carry

out His purposes for us. We are in constant .

danger of being conformed to this world—for - I
the World’s business is always present with its -
‘many distracting claims, pressing itself upon
_gur notice, and making its appeal to us. It is-

- the transformed ‘mind~—the mind renewed in
C«hnst———whlch alone can discriminate amid the

- clamourdus calls of the world, and learn * ‘what.
is that good, and aoceptahle and perfect wxll .

~ of God.”

This thought: brmgs us” to- the Collect m“
~which we .are taught to pray for gmdanoe in
~ these matters, ‘‘and grant that they may both
~aow what thmgs they ought to

perceive anc -
}dQ."" We 2
choice of the.n

+ot left alone in making our
hel.p and guidapce so that we may know

-upon us "theg‘race_ and power fa;thfuﬂy to

‘I beseech you therefore,

y giving up ourselves we are fitted for

'ry clalms bemg made upon us.
God will, in = ‘ponse to prayer, grant us His
wﬁat o
~we ought to do, and be able to see what is “My

 Father’s ‘business,”’ and He also will ‘bestow - .

Editorial

A CALL TO PRAYER.

The King has issued a call to united prayer.
Many have wondered why this was not done
long ago, but for reasons known best to the
King and. his advisers nearly three and a half
years of war have raged without any great act
of public recognition of the place of God in
such matters. A large proportion of the mem-

bers of the ‘British Empire acknowledge the -

existence of God, and a large percentage of
these acknowledge Him to be the Father of
mankind. ~ -Like g-wis€ Father, though, He
does not forte us to comply with His will but
waits for us to make our needs known to Him.
Is it not reasonable, therefore, that we should
go to Him in a body and, acknowledging our
weakness and expressing our willingness” to

follow His guidance, ask Him to reveal His -

will to us and to help us in the struggle in
which we are engaged? .

Why are we not more ready to go to God in
such matters? Is it that we-have any doubt
that He wilt hear and answer our requests?
We fear-that there are far too many who have
very distorted ideas as to what is meant by an
answer. - They utter their prayer but have
made up their minds already what the answer
should be.  They do not leave the matter in
God’s hands, but (we do not say that they do
it intentionally)  they practically dictate the
reply as well as the request.
many fail to realize that to refuse a request is

~ just as much an answer, as to grant it. Why

should we always look for an affirmative
answer? We know that our knowledge -of

what is best for us'is limited ‘and ‘we should

realize that it is impossible for us to tell, under

all conditions, what the hest answer to our
God alone knows what is best and
every prayer should be made - conditional, -
““‘Nevertheless, not my will but Thine be done.””
This does not mean that prayer should not be - .~

- The loving earthly father longs £0
know - the - particular desires of each of his .
* children and we have reason to belmve thﬁom' it
; Heavenly Father does also. She
" Perhaps. another reason why we' have been
~ slow in ‘making a united appeal is that we thhk' ;
that God reqmre.ﬁhat we should doe; erythi X
- in.our ‘power first to help ourselv

prayer is.

definite.

to me. We admwe tﬁe spu'it of

we ask
treat

“end will be what is best not only for.ours

“Canada.”’ It is for men and should be

Moreover, t00

approach God while con‘tmumg to employ :
them. Let us rest assured that unless we are
willing to place everything, without reserve, in .
the hands of God we may just about as: welk
leave our prayers unuttered. But, on the other
hand, let us rest just as much assured that sub-
mxttmg everything to His guidance and ap-
proval and doing what we believe to be in ac-
cordance with His will, no ‘matter what re-
verses we may have to suffer, the result in

but also for ail the obher members of
family. :
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The address of the Primate on Tuesda .

by all who possibly can be present,_ e
e Atk
With this week we enter. upon. a N

we are justified in behsmﬁg : t!
more strenuous days ah

earnestly hope and
fafcmg us may, thnoug&




