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“ What Doest Thou Here ?”
BY MARY E. HERBERT,

« And behold there came a voice unto him and said
What doest thon here, Eiijah ?* 1 Kings xix. 13.

Whoat doest thou here, oh, aged one,

The savde of thy life shall soon be run ;

Ja the whirl of pleasure thy day has been past,

Aod the snadows of night are gathericg fest,

Hasten, while Mercy is lingering near,

"Tis the voice of the Spirit, “ What doest thou
here P "

What doest thou here, oh, lover of gold,

Esger as ever for wealth untold P

In the seat of Commerce, the crowded mart,
There is thy treasure,—and there thy heart ;
But the Spoiler will come with a stealthy tread,
And what can riches avail the dead ?

"""':t doest thou here, ob, weary brain,
&riving the plaudits of men to gain ?

Ambition luring thy steps astray, -

Bidding thee cast thy peace away ;

Mcoking and vain shall thy bopes appear,

Whea the bour of reck’ning draweth near !

What doest thou here, oh, sorrowing heart,

12 whose burdens a stranger can bear no part ?
Tby sunken eye, and thy palid cheek,

Betray the grief thy lips may not speak ;

Haste thee, to Oae who alone, can cheer,

Hark, for He whispers, “ What dost thou bere P”

With hands hqgg down,—and a listless tread,
Fainting with toils thy path o’erspread ;

Is this, ob, Christian, thy seal and love ?
R:member, thy vows are recorded above ;
He only may win, who shall steadfast remain,
Ia joy, and in sorrow, in ease, and in pain,

To each, and to all, doth the Spirit draw pear

With faithfal monition, * What doest thou here ?
There are pleasures unfading awaiting for thee ;
There are treasures and honors that never shall

flee ;
There is balm for each trouble thy spirit can know
And rest from thy conflicts with sin and with woe;
Even now to my pleadiog, my counsel give ear,
In love, all beseechicg, “ What doest thou here?”
Dartmouth Sept. 14, 1868,

‘“ And as thy days, soshall thy
Strength ba.”
Deut. xxxiii : 285,

Msn may be physically strong, and mo-
nlly wesk. He may also have intellectual
strength, while destitute of spiritual power. —
Bat every child of God reslises an ability to
avoid wrong and to do right, which is not in-
berent in fallen humanity. The source of this
strength is clearly intimated in the fifth chapter
of Paul's Epistle to the Romans. * For when
we were yot without strength, in due time, Christ
died for the ungodly.” All moral ability then
to do the will of God comes to us through the
stonement of the Lord Jesus. Hence he is said
to give repentance, an exereise of soul which
implies gracious assistance. The power is from
God, the act of repentance belong to man, and
becomes his duty, beeause of the Divive aid thus
afforded, whbich comes unsolicited to all who hear
the gospel. The same remarks apply also to
faith. Our power to do evil is natural since the
fall, but to do good we require gracious ability.
This however is freely imparted, for ** where sin
sbounded, grace did much more abound.” 8o
that in order to do wrong man must resist the
influences of grace; while in doing that which
is right, be merely yields to those influences.
Believers are exhorted by the Apostle Paul, to

, be strong in the Lord. He alao prayed that the
Epbesians might * be strengthened with might

i in the inner man.” God is the strength of his
we; who are exborted by the Propbet to

in Him, and the consolicg reason given,

“for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.’

¢ The Lord will give strength to his people.”—

For their encouragement he has graciously said,

“ My strength is made perfect in weskness.”

Hence the explanation of the psradox, uttered

by Paul, * When I am weak, then am I strong.”

The Psalmist presents a glorious truth, when
he exclaims respecting the house of God ;—
“ Stength and beauty are in his sanctuary."—
This truth gives significancy to the important
duty, “ wait on the Lord, be of good courage,
and he sha!l strengthen thine heart.” Fellow-
ship with God gives power and energy. Bio
produces weskness ; holiness strength. Sin has
oofeebled human mature, grace invigorates it.
Bin separates from God ; hence our moral week-
ness. Faith unites to God ; hence our spiritual
Strength.

Separated from Christ we can do nothing ;
united to him we can do all things, Christianity
is strong, Idolatry is weak. Jesus the Mediator
possesses all power ; this csonot be said of the
devil. Believers -clad with the panopy of God,
8-e more than s match for the great adversary.
The strong men srmed would fain keep his
goods in peace, but a stronger than he overcomes

“foundations of the Christian religion. No sys-
tem of error can justly put forth such a claim.
Itis consoling to God’s dear children to know,
that His power as well as His mercy enduretb
forever. ** Jesus Christ the same yesterdsy, and
to-day, and forever.”

Be not discouraged, then, ye trembling ssints
of God, Bhout with the sweet singer of Israel,
“The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom
shall I be afraid P” What though we live in
troublous times, when the perils of humanity
seem 1o increase | Let the heathen rage, and
the people imagine vain things. Let the pro-
fessed christian world endeavour to dethrone the
Kiog of Zion. Lst the chained enemy vent his
latest spite. We will not fold our hands and
despairingly give up sll for lost. Nay, bat in
the strength of grace, we will labour on, hope
o8, snd exultingly shout, * Hallelvjsh, the Lord

omuipotent reigneth,” The Church of
Carist ought to be much stronger than she is.
Too often we grieve the Spirit of God, and cause
him to withdraw the joy of his salvation. Hence |
9ur present failures, in bringing sisners to God.

A joyous sburch will be & strong church. * The |
Joy of the Lord is your strength.” Jesus bas

Xindly suthorised us to ask and recsive that our

' was-waiting to bear them for the last time.

iwith him. A week passed away, and he never

energy to the soul of man, as a clear conscious-
ness of the Divine favor. “ If God be for us,
who can be against us.” Take coursge then ye
weak ones ; commence that duty, long negleoted,
—erect a family altar,—reprove that ungodly
man,—admonish thet erring one ; visit the af-
flicted family. Assist that poor widow ; go to
to the Lord’s table ; pray in prosperity, as well
as in adversity. Help you will slways meed ;
belp you may always have. Never confide in
your own strength ; nor attempt to excuse your-
self from duty on the ground of inability. Cbrist
said once to a fallen church, “ Thou bast a little
strength.” It may be 80 of thee, then use the
little and it will increase, ** My God shall supply
all your need. He is the saving strength of bis
anointed.”

* Jesus lives ! and from his love,
Naught my eoul shall sunder ;
Nuught beneath, nor aught abeve,

Satan’s wrath, or Sinai's thunder,
Strength he gives, abundaut, free,
This 18 my security.”

G. 0. H.
Lunenburg, Sept., 1868,

Unimproved Opportunities.
BY REV. A. B RUSSELL.

Not long since, while attending an association
of ministers in one of our thriving manufactar-
ing villages, having need of the services of a
barber, we made itquiry as to where one might
be found. Just theu a sad, thoughtful looking
man of middie age came up the street, to whom
we were introduced. We walked together up to
his shop, making occasional observatioas upon
various topics, when the writer inquired whether
ke bad been long in the place. * I have always
lived here,” said be, * and it used to be home
to me ; but I bave recently buried my wife, and
I feel like one beginnicg anew in the world, and
I would ss s00n be any where else as here.” We
pitied him ; but with a single expression of sor-
rowover bis misfortune,the opportunity of point-
ing to the Lamb of God as the never-failing
source of comfort to the bereaved, and whose
blood could wash out every stain of sin, was per-
mitted to pass unimproved.

On reflection, we could but see what a favored
time was then and there presented to inquire of
one whose domestic relations on earth were
broken up, and whose home was fcrever deso-
lated by death, what provisions he was making
for s happy snd eternal home in heaven. We
thought, perbaps, that an opportunity for sav-
iog @ soul from death was lost forever ; and a
heart just fitted by a severe stroke of «filiction
to receive kind solicitations to yield to Christ,

Not long 8go a lady visited a gentleman who
had formerly been ber minister. She had for
many monthe been deeply convieted of sin and
her peed of salvation, and bad made the visit in
part for the purpose of religious conversation

alluded to the subject during tke time. On the
morning of her departure they happened to be
alone in the parlor, when she said to him, * I
have been bers a week, and you have not said &
word to me on the subject of religion.” What
a rebuke was this ! and how many are these lost
opportunicies ! Ministers and lsymen are too
igeneral in their efforts to save souls. There is
too little personal effort. We plead “ verily
iguilty ” in this matter. But why this ineffici-
ency P Why are the many favorable opportu-
inities pagsed unimproved P  Simply for the want
of that * perfect love which casteth out all fear,”
{That holy boldness which made the sposties
flame with gospei light, and clothed the fathers
with its refulgent panopy. It is high time that
the whole church should receive the baptism of
the Holy Ghost. Therefore let its united prayers
RO up, ag they did from that-large upper room at
Jerusalem, that a pentecostal shower may fall
this eoming autumn that shall introduce an era of
bolier and more efficient living for Christ and
heaven, and the souls of perishing sinners.

Jehovah’s Contancy.
BY A PASTOR.

The Lord has bis own way—sometimes—
with the ministers of his gospel, whose duty it
is ** to feed the Church of God, which he bath
purchased with bis own blood.” These are very
strong woids, but words which the Holf Ghost
teacheth ; and therefore words to be kept in re-
membrance by all who bave * been put in trust
with the gospel.” Feed the Church of God I—
Alas, the tendency to forget this injanotion. Is
the writer’s case a singular one—is he alone in
his experience ? I would it were s0; but bear
it. Bsfied all the week in: specific preparation
for the Sabbath. The progress in sermonising,
no subject tsking shape in the mind, snd it is
Saturday, The hours of the day before the
Sabbath pass soxiously. A great part of the
sfternoon is occupied with attendiug the funeral
of an ooly child, and other unexpected pastoral
duties. One case of sicknese, and anotbher of
sickness and comparative want. The heart is
touched deeply whila brought into contact with
these instances of sorrow, obscure want, and
confiding trust in the God of providence, and
tbe God of all comfort. Was this the first les-
son of SBabbath preparation ? If so, surely it
was the Lord’s way.

The Sabbath bas dawned, and the first thought
of the first waking moments are of God, the
Sabbath, the sanctuary, and the boly duties
thereof. But still no subject, no text of Serip~
ture, no light. A feeling of dejection steals over
the hesrt, and the tinge of ssdness left on the
mind from the duties of the previous day is
deepened by the conscious lack of preparation
for public duty. Joined with the feeling of de-
jection is the secse of isolation, the feeling of
being deserted at the time one needs special belp.
Still this feeling was but momentary ; while the
beart mused, the fire began to burn, and the
familiar worcs, * For he hath said, I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee,” came with unusual
gweetness. Instantly there was light, There
was no sermon-form, but there was light. The
words were accepted as from the Lord. In the
morning service they were used as a text. The
bad little to do with sermon-making, as
the Lord seemed intent upon magnifying his own
Word, and giving it to bis own children in its
own sweetness ; and sweet it was—

“ As manna to the lllb‘y soul,
And to the weary rest.

It was manifest the Lord was spesking, and

Jor may be full. Nothiog else can give such

The pastor had noted with inward and silent
grief, that for some time a portion of the con-
gregation had manifested less interest in the
word preached ; especially the aged, the weary
and bard-worked sons and daughters of toil.—
Alas, it is doubtful whether their souls have been
much cared for, and fed with * the sincere milk
of the Word,” of late. Yet the pastor has not
been uncomplimented on bis great sermous.
Great sermons—great sins. God forgive him.
What an infinite mercy the Good Shephdll does
pot forget his flock, as the under shepherds

student a whole week, that he might get a bear-
ing for his own word to the great comfort of his
own people, 8o be it. While the writer gives
Him all the praise, snd is humbled upder a sense
of bis own failure, be will try not to forget this
lesson in his ministerial experience. ** For he
bath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.” So that we may boldly say * the Lord
is my helper.”

Take Him with You. -

Cbrist at the counting-desk, as you meet that
trembling debtor whom you are about to deliver
over to the dogs of the law, to say to you, For-
give seventy times seven.

Christ at the peu, to indite that article, to turn
that briiiiant sentiment to his glory. Cbrist at
the fireside, to give example to childhood of the
walk and conversation that befits you. Christ
at the polls, to tell you to love your country, to
accord to your neigbour the love you would thay
he should have for you.

Cbrist in the pulpit instead of self, the sophis-
try of your own sermon, or the deductions of
your own rhetoric. Christ in the pew, to prac-
tice what you hear, and to take all to yourself.
Christ on Mondsy morning, giving light and
love to your own counténance, and causing your
face to shine ia gladness.

Christ at the bedside. to poirnt the sufferer to
Him who suffsred for all.

Christ at the mast-head, to bear bis life and
teachings, when out of sight of men, unto all
climes snd nations. .

Cbrist in the dungeon, to justify, solace, and
save from crime, and rertore to citizenship again.
Christ with tke lost one, as ehe struggles with
the demon of poverty, and the wiles of her
seducer. 4
Corist with the statesman, to bid bim, in the
fesr of God, do all things, knowing all govern-

ment is from him.

Christ at the cradle, to bend the pliant twig,
and give it purpose and beauty for ever.
Christ everywhere—no matter where.

And if, in this instance, the Lord beffied the |

say that be had ever found that his ministerial

nese of his walk with God ; slso, to the promi- |
nence which he had given to the great truths of |
the Gospel in his micistry. He thacked Ood‘
that he bad been saved from dwelliog upen lit-|
tle points and nice distinctions in the pulpit. He
bad taken up, generally speaking, the great
truthe of the Gospel, and God had strengthened
him in bis own soul, anc blest him in propor- |
tion as he bad given out those truths to the poo-!

| bimeelf greatly honoured of God in bis pastoral |
visitation of the people. He had kept up the
old Methodist practice of praying with the fam-
ilies that he visited from time to time—(hear,
hear)—and he had received many intimations ot

say that he had been greatly blessed in dwelling
upon the doctrire of entire sanctification in the
course of his ministry—and he had derived much
personal advantage from preachicg and medita-
ting on that subject. Next to the lifticg up of
Christ on the cross, he found that God had hon-
oured the preaching of that doctrine. But he
shrank from appearing before them as *a mod-
ol.” He did not regard himse!f as such ; and in-
deed he had been tempted to fear that whilst in
that Conference that he had not been to their eyes
what he had been in the eyves of his God. They
thought far too much of him and of his services.
In reference to the good work which had been
begun in the Bolton Circuit, he would say that
when he went to that Circuit three years ago he
found it in peace and in good order through the
wise conduct of his predecessors, but the Socie-
ties were depressed, snd quarter after quarter
for twelve months they had to report a decrease.
They got their friends together, the friends con-
nected with the Sundey school and otbers, to
look into the matter, to inquire into the cause
why they were not honoured with jncrease by
means of copversion to God. H» found them

God on sccount of the want of success. They
resolved to give themselves to prayer, and to |t
hold specisl prayer-meetings for the outpouring
of the Spirit. These prayer-meetings were in-
troduced into the schools, and God honoured
these exercises. The prayer-meetings themselves
becams centres of conversion, and cut of those
prayer-meetings their revival sprung. He
thought he might call it a revival, for they add-
ed 322 members, leaving upwards of 200 on
trial at the last quarterly meeting. They had
bad no other special services than those prayer-
meetings ; they had had no foreiga aid brought

they had had prayer-meetings after their ordi-
nary week-evening services. The revival bad
come in answer to prayer Out of that work

Beligions ntelligence,

R Th;' B;iﬂlh Conference.

We take from Conference proceedings the ad-
dresses of Mesers. McOwan and Vasey, respect-
ing the progress of the work of God in some
circuits of the Connexion :—After singing the
bymn commencing

Us who &limb thy holy hill,
A generai b essing make.”

The President said that if they were now to
withdraw thbeir attention from important and ne-
cessary business of a somewhot routine character
for the sske of directing their regards to that
which bore specially and directly upon the spir-

litdal prosperity of their Societies, it would be
jpetfectly in accordance with their usage from the
beginning. Those who were familisr with the

Miuutes of Conference would st once call to

mind the numerous places in these Minutes in

which reference was made to the state of the

work of God in theit Societies ; and the frequent
mioutes which kad been adopted, suggestive of
methods for promoting the revival of that work.

It was to enccurage certain brethren to speak
who, during the past year hed been greatly hon-
ored and blest of God, that he had referred to
one or two places, which bad been visited with
showers of blessing. There were two points
which he would like them to keep prominently
jn view. He thought that if they could as
Preachers of the Gospel remember that their one
business was to save souls and to promote by
the belp of the good Spirit of God the sanctifi-
pation of believers, as they understood the use of
that term in the Scriptures, and in their owa
standard doctrines, they would have a central
truth that would always be a good and profitable

test of whatever they engaged in. He was not
disposed to bold any strong or narrow view of
this or that particular mode of operation that
they might see around them. In their Connex-

jon they had some men gifted of God es he was
disposed to think few men in the Church of
Christ were gifted, with bigh scholarship—great
gifts of an intellectual cbaracter ; and they had
some men not thus peculiarly gifted, who were
nevertheless, poseessed of a remarkable power
which they could bring to bear very sdvantage-

ously upon the masses ; he was disposed to look

upon bis brethren thus variously gifted as being

all called of God to render great service in their
common Master's cause ; and if they weuld all,

from the bighest to the lowest, bring their vari-|
ous gifts snd talents to bear upon the salvation

of souls, snd the promotion of spiritual life

amongzt the people, he could not but feel assur-

ed that the Great Head of the Church would be

o0 pleased to see his own gifts thus usefully em-

fully employed that they would witness s much

wider spread of religion than they bad ever yet

seen. It was to this polat that he was anxious

that their bearts and minde should be specially

directed. God bad blest tbem in N ewcastle and

Sheflisld, and some other places, with baptisms

of the Spirit, and wky should they not meke a
pote of this, and remember that what bad been

done in one place might be done in snother ?
God was no respecter of persons, and be knew

of no reseon why they should mot expect the
whole country to be visited with showers of bles-
sing. He would first eall upon Mr. M'Owan to
sddress them.

In obedience to the general wish of the Cor-
ference, the venerable Minister ascended the
lstform, and in the midst of profound silence,
ssid—He felt oppressed by the honour put upon
pim. He could not dare to present himeelf be-
fore them as “ a model prescher.” He was fill-
ed with meny bumbling recollections n‘-poctin.
his past services, and his private walk with God.
But s the President bad been pleased to eall

that be had interposed to feed bis own flock.

\to occupy any prominent position in a conversa-

prang an extensi hme which none of them
bad contemplated when it began, s scheme,

upon him in that way he might be permitted tofcircu-men that eonversion might be brought '1
He
success had been jost in proportion to the close- | liked to see people getting into clesses, going to

about; and be liked public conversions.

other people and inquiring about religion, and
in & quiet and unobserved manner cunnecting
themaeelves with the cause of God, but be thought
that for aggressive purposes s single public con-
version was worth balf-a-dozen of thoee private
ones. He thought it had & very beneficial influ-
ence upon a congregation to see penitents, or in
case there were no penitents to see that peni-
tents were expected ; in & word, (if they would

sometimes forget to feed the Church of God. |Ple. He would just say that he always found | forgive the mercantile expression,) it was a good

thing to let the people see that they wanted to
do business. In Newcastle they had seen some
of the worst specimens of sinful bumsnity
brought under the regeversting power of the
Gospel: and in the comparative semnse he had

benefit that the families had received through | just indicated, be thought that the ccnversion of
such pastoral attentions. He was slso able to | « Dotorious sinner might be said to be worth the
convezsion of balf-a-dozen people whose lives

were 80 proper before their conversion that they

could bardly see the traneition—whose external
eonduct was 80 eorrect that there was nothing in
the change ot that conduct caleulsted to exoite
sttention. They bad found that by securing the
conversion of a few notoriously depraved bad
characters they bad given people—worldly peo-
ple who did not come to their cbapelse—an idea
of the power of the Gospel such as they bad
never had before.
down into the lowest part of the town, gathered
s small congregation together, and presched to
them. Now with him it wes a maxim not to
preach. hell and demnation to such people, but
always to tske the most encouraging sutjects,—
such as the love of God, the power of the Holy
Ghbost, the possibility of their getting saved and
elevated. He preached on that occasion from
the demoniac chiild. There were some of the

On this account he went

most notorious characters present—men of the

worst possible type—and be tried to tell those
people that if they would try ito go to Christ
be would help them, for Christ was strcm ger than
the devil, the devil had taken advantage of
all ready both young and old, to mourn before | them, and done them a great deal of mischief,
but there was a chavce after all of their getiing

o Christ. And whea he had done he asked

some of them who wisbed to get ¢1t of the grasp
of the devil to come forward, and to his surprise
some thirteen or fourteeo of these fellows re-
sponded to the invitation and asked him to pray
for them. (A Voice——* Praise the Lord!")
He tried to get them to pray for themselves.
They said * Bir, we cannot pray.
prayed afore. You mun tell us what to say.” So
he had to extemporise a little liturgy for them—
he never saw the advantage of a liturgy so much
before—and they repeated or shouted the words
inj they bad scarcely hed an extra sermon ; but | orying aloud for merey. One man, a great.pug-
ilist, whom nobody durst face, rose up and said,
“ Friends, I sud’nt like ye ta’ gang away with-
asgh bearing me.
which if I nobbut keep I sal be a bettar man as
loog as I live.” Ihat man had been a very con-

We pivver

I've gotton sommat to-neet

t cbaracter ever since. He mentioned

which included the erection of three schools,
two of them very largs, accompsnied with s
great suit of vestries, and also & new chapel

£7,600 bad been subscribed.

Mr. Thomes Vasey was next called upon. He
said that if he could say anything that might be
of service he should be very glad, but he telt
very incompetent to do 8o, and very unworthy

tion like that. He cordially reciprocated the
scotiments that had been thrown out at the com-
meocement. The principle upon which he en-
tered the ministry was thst from thst time it
would be his business (o save souls; aud ever
since then, whenever he had been sny length of
time without visible success, he bad felt that be
was wasting time, that be was useless, and be
thought snd felt that a useless Methodist
Preacher was above all things the greatest piece
of lumber in the world. He had gone home
many a time on & Sunday night when he bad
seen no results, feeling just like a tradesman
who had stood all day bebind his counter and
bad not had a single customer or taken s sin-
gle penny. He supposed that a tradesmen put
into that position for a few weeks would soon
give up his business : and that was just his feel-
ing. Whenever he hud laboured as he thought
in vain, he felt as if he had not got into the
right line, and that be bad missed his way. He
had suffered more on this aceount than he could
describe. He had never been tempted to doubt
the dootrines of the Holy Scriptures; but he
had been tempted to infidelity in some of its
most revoltiog and blasphemous forms after la-
boriog for some time without any visible re-
sults. He felt then like & physician who bad
prescribed for his patients and yet saw them dy-
ing out of his hands on all sides, and the temp-
tations he had had on that ground bad sur-
passed all he bad suffered ia, any other way
whatever. He had many s time wished to die,
aod many a time asked to die. If be bad mot
bad a decided call he would bave given up long
since. But he couid not revoke the position he
had received without first going to Him from
whom he bad received it. He had gone to Him
snd He bad asked Him either to take him to
beaven or to send him to some other post of
duty where be could feel that he was doiog the
will of God, and was in his providential path.
Two years ago the Conference had sent him to
Newocastle—the last place to which he would
bave chosen to go, and an invitation to which
he had refused ; but he accepted the designation,
and he went with the determication to do all the
good he could. Shortly afier his arrival in that
Circuit be began to preach a course of sermons
on the beatituces. In preaching on tbat text
¢ Bleased are the poor in spirit,” bis sermon was
applied to him as strongly as if somebody else
had spoken it to bim, and be felt that be must
just be content to let God flil him snd use him.
T#at bad been his motto and maxim during the
two years he had been in Newcestie. He bad
been enabled by the grace of God to keep to

in spirit he had beea the most epriched with
epiritual influences, and- had been made the most
useful in the work of God. Before he went into
the District a good work had been commenced,
and a great deal of the success had been owing
to the united-coperation of all the brethren in
the District. There had been smongst botb Cir-
cuits'and Ministers, a generous competition as
to which could save the most souls. He bad
endeavored to act upon two principles, He va-
lued the conversion of a soul under whatever

that for the purpose of saying that he believed,
by the success which God bad givem them in
And towards that ‘extension scheme upwards of | that neighborbood, an impulse bad been given
to every religious commanity in that town. The
Minist
gregetions had gone te their mestings to spy out
the land, snd they had heard what bad; given
them an ides of the power of religion such as
they could nof have got anywhere else. People
from miles sround went to these meetings to
get converted ; they hed got an idea thet the
power of God was present, and they went back
to their homes telling whet great things God
had done for them. That work had gone on
with great stesdiness, and they bad now a valua-
ble Society there that it weuld do anybody good
to go and preach to.

of Independent and Presbyterian con.

It was wonderfal to see how thoss who used

to be the most savage in the whele neighbour.
hood were now as tender and quiet and tractable
as lambs. The weyin which they would come
to shake hands with him was something re-
markable.
dey as he was walking up the hill, and ssid,
“ Will yo’ like ta bave a lift P’ and gave him his
arm. (It must be explained thet Mr. Vasey
was at the time very much out of hesith). And
when they had gone » short distance the man
seid, *“ Ngh, o’ think y’ hed better stop a bi,
afore y' go onny farther an’git yer breath [»
Now that was » man who bed not a single re-
fioed idea about him before be was converted,
and yet he was as tender towards him (Mr.
Vasey) s a mother towards her child.
gion brought out the finer feelings and sensibi-
licies of human nature which they would fancy
bad been completely overlaid with diabolical
and slmost infernal passions and lusts.
the sake of sny good it might do he would men-
tion another thing.

A great fellow overtook him one

Resli-

For

They bad encoursged the people to do all

the good they could in their own way. He bad
said to them * I expect every one of you to do
all you can for the work of Ged. If you get
your legs over the traces I will pull you up
directly, but until yeu do get wrong you must
go on doing all the good you csn for yourselves,
every one of you.” Thote people accordingly,
witbout oconsulting him at all, were holding

prsyer-meetings, and fellowship-meetinge, &e.,

and be believed tbat sll the good that be could
do was as nothing compered with what those
people were doing.
the town, they were stopping people and talking
to them about their souls.
to his Circuit with the intention of devoting the
last year of his labours in it to the service of God,
if possible more fully than he had done before.
During the first yesr of bis labours in that Cir-
cuit be suffered so much that he hardly ever went
out of the house without expecting to be carried
home dead. He had frequently to stand still in
the steeet and lsy bold of a lamp-post or any-
thiog else that would sfford him s little support ;
but he bad this conviction, that be was sent
there to do some good, in spite of weakness, in

that point, and when he had been the most poor | spite of frost or snow, or anything else ; he be-

In every court and salley of

He wes going back

lieved God had work for him to do, and he was
thankful to say that be was the better for it.
He was not at all concerned about living, but he
was determined, by the belp of God, to do as
much good as be possibly could. He object was
not to spare himeelf, but to save souls.

Our space will not sdmit of giving other ad-
dresses on this subject, that were delivered
before the Conference, of very grest inter-

eat.

il

mis:tllm.‘ |

|thought into his face immedistely, snd then
keep pitching it at him for a few momeats, and
then come to a dead pause, making no apology

Dr. Betlmne, the B‘bi“, 7‘nd the | for the abrupt beginning, and none for the end-

i Ladies.
| DR. BETHUNE'S LECTURE ON COMMON SENSE,

“ Common Sense " was Dr. Bethune’s theme,
anl] most worthily did he treat it, keeping the
sudience in the best of humours, and frequently
sending them cff in & rousing guffaw of laugh-
ter. “ No one,” commenced the Dostor, * who
bas iderable acq with the interior
of households, can have failed to have noticed
the large number of children, who, if we may
trust their relations, are endowed with a com-
manding talent of some kind or another. n
every house there is at least one such. And it
won't do to doubt the assertion—for who sbould
know better than the father or mother P—.hat

great in the world. The tutor afterwards oon-
firms the prophecy, and praices the wonderful
spprehension of his pupil ; and later, there falls
into the parent’s hand a copy of ths prodigy’s
verses, which he peruses and exhibits with pride
and trembling, fearful that the triale of the
world should be too great for the sensitiveness
of genius. But, notwiths'anding this abundance
of rematkabie children, great talent was rare in
the world and genius much more so.  Poets, ar-
tists, sculptors, musical composers, were like
the few planets among the multitude of inferior
stars. The worid was popular with ordinary
men, and only here and there could be seen a
bead which towered above the rest. ‘And it was
well it should be so, for genius cannot stoop to
the drudgery for which it bae no aptitude. The
mass must labour for those who translate great
ideas for limited understandings. The flowers
of Hymettys will not bear transplanting among
the leeks and cabbages of the kitchen garden.
What lady afflicted with a literary bushand does
not find him generally as peevish as a sick baby P
and (eaid the doctor) I will venture tremblingly
to add, what husband who is blest with a lite-
rary wife, has not learned that one of ber best
talents is for gettiog up a row P The wife of »
literary husbacd, doubtless, has usually right on
ber side. We hear a great deal said of Xan.
tippe, the scolding wif§ of Botretes ; bat she
bad reasone for scolding. Let me suggest the:
sny man, who, like Socrates, should give all the
market-money to a begger, and bring home to
dinner the ambrosial-locked and young daudy,
Alcibiades, might deserve s duckiog. It is well
we have not many of these inconsistent geniuses

What would the world be if we had nothing
else P The flelds would be bare of all but weeds
the ships would rot by the side of the wharves.
No fair, crisp linen would clothe tke board for
the domestic sacrament, no hand would soothe
the pillow for the sick head, sad children wou'd
fill the houses with wailing, becanse there would
be no one to succor them.

Dr. Bethune, his audience discovered last
night, hes & wholesome dread of blue stock-
ings, snd still more, of the ** strong-minded ”
clsss of ladies. A woman, be ssid, who
bates to be a woman, snd loves to strut about
the street in the guise even of the ruder sex,
ioses respect for herself, snd geins in return
possession of the awkwardest garment that men
are condemned, for their sins, to wear. Where
exclaimed the Dr., is the man who, as a man, is
not willing to say, “ God save Vietoria ?” Not
because she is queen, for we care little for that,
but because in sll her domestic, womanly rela-
tions, as wife, mother, daughter, sbe hss proved
herselfl an exemplar of her sex. Faney Victo-
ria putting on Bloomers and presiding at a Wo-
man's Rights Convention. Oanly by the plastic
powers of religion and love should woman rule
over the present and all coming generations
And let us msinly rely on every day men and
women for the amenities of life—on men who
never wrote a line of poetry in their lives—on
women wlio answer the well-known deseription
of the poet :

* Her household motions light and free,
With step of virgin liberty ;
A eountenance in which do meet
Bweet records, promises as sweet.

A creature not too
For human pature’s
For transient duties, simple

Praise, blame, love, kisses, tears, and smiles.’

ht or good

A Newspaper Article.

The editor of an able and widely oirculated
psper in the city of New York gives to writers
at once valuable practical hints and sn apt illus-
tration of what a newspaper article should be :

A good article for s newspaper is s thing of
its own kind, not se easily produoced as perhape
many imagine. It demands art and skill. What
is it in some of its leading qualities P

First of all it has a good title—short, terse
and eminently suggestive. In this respect it is
well advertised. Whether an article will be
read or not depeuds very much upon its title.
One can generally make a tolerably fair guess
st ite character, even before reading it, by sim-
ply reading thetitle. This is the first thicg upon
which the eye falls, and the first 10 make an im-
pression. Hence the title should slways be well
selected,

Next to the title comes the idea of the srticle
—mainly ene, and but one, and that, too, suffici-
ently important to give an ample occasion for &
few well-written paragraphs. A newspaper ar-
ticle is not & book, with a series of elaborate
chapters, or an exhsustive essay; but rather s
brief monogram for cursory reading, to be resd
at least once, snd perbaps never resd sgair.
The writer must make his impression with the
first blow, not expecting to get & second chance
at the same reader. For this purpose be wants
but one positive and central ides, sufficiently
developed to do the work of the moment in a
moment. This ides he should bave well in hand
when be starts, knowing what be wants to do
with it, and not trusting to mete luck and chance
ss to what he shall write. It sbould slso be »
living ides, one that can be worked up into s
vigorous and impressive article. An opportune
article that is timely, and says just the right
thing at the right time, thus hitting the nail
upon the bead—telis upon the human thought.
The greatest possible directness in approach-
ing the idea is a third quality of a good news-
paper article. Bach an article wants no exor-
dium, snd needs no peroration. The better
way is not to skirmish with the reader, ordig
trenches toward bim ; but to pitch the main

these children are all destined to do aometbing |

ling, and always baving the good sense to meke
the fewest possible references to one's sell.
Write to the resder as it you were talkiog to
him, and both were in a hurry, and neither had
| sny time to waste upon mere formularitiee. This
| will always please him best.
| Short articles are always the ones most likely
| to be read ; and, of course long ones are the
| moat likely to be unread. Oune column is better
| than two, and sometimes balf a column is better
| than either. Two columns need a very weighty
| theme and a first-class writer. Oa tbis subject
| every writer may judge of others by bimself.
;Seldou has he the time or patience to wade
| through a long article ; and what is true of him-
[ self is equally true of nine men in ten.  The
| writers who write for the greatest number of
{ readers generally does not exceed a column of
an ordiuary sised newspaper. Tuey know when
to .‘Op.

The style of newspaper writing should be sim-
ple and compact, progressive in order of
thoughbt, stiting & few ideas very clearly, and
suggesting a great many more. The people
are the veaders ; and what they want is plain
Saxon Eaglish, full of meaning, snd well put
together. There is a choice among words ;
and, of course, the best words are always those
that will do the most execution. Long sod in-
volved sentences, loaded with allusions unintel-
ligible to most persons, and tbat too without
auy suitable srrangement into parsgraphs, are
not the thing for the popular mind. They do
not make a readable article.

Absolute homesty and sincerity of heart in
the writer are essential to a good article. Theeo
qualitiea will make his rbetoric spontaneously
elcquent. The words he uses, and the figures
he employs, will glow with the fervour of his
owan epirit, and awaken corresponding fervours
in others. The reader will instinetively feel
that he is dealing with an earnest mind, Genuice

article.

And now, sll ye newspaper writers, we beg
of you to bave a little compassion on type-sete
ters snd proof-readers.  Write légibly. Spell
your words correctly, and be sure to put capital
letters where they ought to be. Punctuate your
sentences according to the best approved sys-
tem. Divide the matter into paragraphs ae-
cording to the nature ond current of thought,
and not leave this for the printer to do, Attend
to these things, and we promise you that type-
setters and proof-readers, will not only be grate-
ful, but also give your articles to the reading
public just as they are written.

Graves of Humboldt and Neander.

Eight miles from Berlin is Tegel, a quiet place

in the forest with only a modern casile and ite

appendages. From the castle by & winding

foot-path, at firet through so over-arching jungle
of lilacs, snd thea through native wood-lands,

one is led a long distance, tiil be is unexpeoctedly
brought to a little dell ,with an inclosure of
graves covered with ivy, Ooe of the slespers
in this place of quiet beauty is Frederiok Henry

Alexander Von Humboldt ; who was born in
1769, and died st the age of ninety years. At
the head of the inclosure is & neat movument of
red granite, surmounted by a besutiful figure of
“ Hope ” in white marble. Long arms of oak,

reaching out horisontally towsrd the sleeper,
some of them more than fifty feet long and ever
green with the mpss of many years, give to the
secluded spot a venerable surrounding. The
April breess, whispering through the boughs of
spruce and cedar, told the visitor to spesk low
snd walk softly, and my feelings were in a mood
readily to hear and beed the gentle monitor.

In one of the church cemeteries not half s mile
from my lodgings in Berlin, in a retired corners
are the remains of Augustus Neander, the emi-
nent Church historisn, A plain bead-stone bas
sculptured on it  side view of his attrective
face. Uoder the work of the sculptor is this
inscription : * A sister to an unforgotten bro-
ther.” Professor Tholuck, speakicg to me yes-
terday of his Jovely traits and great excellence
said, “ If it were the custom now to have saints,
Nesnder would surely be canonised.” I love
often to step in and take & fresh look at the se-
rene face of Neander. Not cld, but ripe ; be
died at sixty-one ; and evidently worthy of the
laurel in bis department of life’s work.—7he
Advance.

Birds on the Wing.

The body of a bird does not require to be
much lifted by each stroke of the wing. Itoaly
requires to be sustained, snd when more than
this is needed—as when a bird rises from the
ground, or from the ses, or when be ascends
rapidly in the air—greatly increased exertion—
in many cases, very violentexertion, is required.
And then it is to be remembered that long wings
economise the vits] force in another way. When
s strong current of air strikes agsinst the alr.
Consequently birds with very long wings have
this great sdvantage, that with pre-acquired
momentum, they can often for a long time fly
without flapping their wings atall. Uader thess
circumstances, a bird is sustained very much as
» boy’s kite is sustained in the sir. Toe string
which the boy bolds, sud by which be puils the
hite downwards, with a certain force, performs
for the kite the same cffices which its own weight
snd balance and momentum performs for the
bird. The great long-winged ocesnic birds often
sppear to float rather than fiy.  The stronger
{he gale, their fl ght, though less rapid, is all the
more essy—s0 easy indeed as to sppear buoyant;
because the blasts which strike against their
wings are enough to sustain the bird with com-
paratively little exertion of its own, excepl of
bolding the wing vanes stretched out and expos-
ed at proper angles to the wird, And whenever
the onward force previously acquired by flapping
becomes st length exbausted, snd the cesieless,
inexorable force of gravity is beginniog to over-
come it, the bird sgsin rises by a few easy snd
gentle half-strokes of tbe wing. Very ofter. the
same ¢ffect is produced by allowing the force of
gravity to set, snd when the dowoward momen-
tum bas brought the bird close to the ground or
to the sea, that force is agsin converted into an
aseending impetus by s change in the angle at

feeling is half the batile in wnting s good

T —

-




