
THE WESLEYAN.

ihe report, in v\hirli if was stated that .01.0'tJ tracts i 
Ind fiee'1 distributed ilurin^ the last twelve month?, . 
chiefly nrnongst the nobility and gentry of the metro- I 
poli', The rrecptioii ol" these tracts lin«l, in g' lier.il, j 
been very favourable, nml in many instances tlv) | 
have been thankfully acknowledged, in addition to , 
which several pleading instances wen: mentioned el , 
positive benelit received. The receipts, during the | 
past year, nniounteil to 114/. iO-e 7d., am! tne pay- , 
mentis to 212!. 2J. 7., the whole of the p-vsei.t üabih- j 
ties of the Society being !«*. 4d..Jiio iisse.-t* j
80/. 15.. leaving the Society indebted -7 </. 1 id. I 
The Society had commenced a new and important j 
f.vld of Iabolir, hillierlo rou.idcred by many mpracti- j 
calilo fa growing interest was [ii.iiiib-ted in th e'lart ; | 
and many person*ill several localities vvyre désirons j 
of commencing distribution on the system. 1 l.e com- j 
mittrv mil their strenglli to be the faithfulness ol Al- ; 
miglVy God, and for that ptirposo had institute I a I 
weekly, monthly, and rjtinrtrrlv pr aver mcetimr, tli.it J 
rill tlieir labours might he eonimued and ended m j
Him.......After some observation* from the chairman, i
the meeting was addressed Jiy th • Uev. (). (.larke, Mr. j 
Law, Mr. Tyler, and the Uev. Dr. X\ nliacc. J

Ncwfolniilv.vo and Biutisii North .X'ir.•;i<: ».x 
Scrtoor. Son err.—The Anniversary M-etiiig of this \ 
Society v, ,vs held in the Low» r Room, Ext ter Hail, , 
on Friday, April ttti. The Right. Hon. Lord Bexley j 
presided. The Il”v. Mr. Haselgrave read an abstract ; 
of the Report. It stated that Mr. Willoughby, nr- j 
companicd by Mr. and Mrs. King, had arrived safely j 
at Shcrtirook, and h id commence.! a diligent inquiry, i 
They found several of the stations clo.-cd, partly in f 
consequence of the imidaqmtry ol" tho teachers, ami i 
the impcrfe.'tioii of the system. The necessity of j 
Fcripturnl schools in connexion with the Church ol" i 
England was very apparent, while there was every ! 
probability that su. li schools would lie established j 
wilh succusj. At Newfoundland, His Excellency the I 
(inventor, and the Bishop of Nova Scot!:;,express- j 
ed their approval -if tiie schools r.ml teacher* , while j 
many of the inlia',liants had furnished liberal contri- I 
billions. There were thirty-nine d ty sclmols, forty-
on': Sunday-schools, and fifteen school . fi. •• adults :
the vv bole containing fl.Otil, relic!.u s, many of whom 
!iad made great proficiency in scriptural kimwiv-L" *. 1 
The schools were well attcndei!, ami tlr- par. nit* I 
and children Ind proved their gratitude by furnishing j 
'vv, vl gratuitously both for repa rs i.:el for li; i.,.r. The ! 
d"",i ill of clergymen was stated to be most lamenta- I 
b". , 31 any p.aces of worship v ac wholly ido r-I : |
t"i,mv were visited only cure or twice in a i oar ; am! ; 
i. " i\s not so often ; so tint in * >me place : pcr-o'is :

. I crown up to old age wit!" ut !i vin_ received the ; 
r •••!* Christian baptism. That lack if service h . I 1 

partly supplied hv la)--readers and eami:?»i-*ts, !
' i>".. re made eminently useful. Of t.’iese p->• ons 

i re were forty, cither gr.ifuibm. or stipendiary.
• i.e receipts pi" the Society hod amounted to 2.0!'}/.

. f!., being an increase over the Inst year of fli)/. 
"•». 7.1. i c<ides G7 i/. 3s. raised for the specific pur- I 

> j of erecting, enlarging, am! repairing schools. ! 
in local con'ribulions r.mmmtrd to l.o.y, C; ;! 

'do t a total for those ordm ;rv obiects of 3.103/. ' 
The expenditure ha ! been 3, 47."»/; ami the lia- j 

>■ .« for r I• • current year were about 3.COO/. The 
• -<V of (")"«ter ; the H"v. Mr. Ib liert ; ||,e Bishop 1 
\ S.)* th» lîev. F (b»'". of Chelten- j

• ; Nie 11:»' Vemail Horourt ; Mr. Win uighby. i 
- ■ f'.'ij., ; and Colonel "kip;-, took pari |

■ Brr.r..— A countryman, neirthis town, 
deg • vi. tv of the judge in hie carriage. 

•-••'cm m a i. c of me,” said lie, “ f,,r he was 
" hen b1 aw me looking at him he opened

<£omflponfcnicr.

CENTENARY OF METHODISM.
To the Editor of the Wesleyan.

Sir.,—Your readers generally are nvvftrp that it will 
lie one hundred years next October, since the first 
Methodist Society was formed in London.

Of this society Mr. Wesley xvrites, “In the latter 
end of the year 1731) eight or ten persons came to me 
in Loudon, who appeared to he deeply convinced of 
sin, nml earnestly groaning for redemption. They 
dt—ired '.".«did two.or three moie the next day) that 
I would spend some time with them in prayer, and 
advice them how to fire from the wrath to come, 
which tliey saw continually hanging over their head*. 
That we might have more time for this great vAirk,
I appointed a day v h»n they might all come together, 
which lion: iheoc-lorv. aid wn y did every tveek, 
namely, on Thursday. in the evening. To these, 
ami as many more as <b—ired to ;i»• :l will) them, (for 
tlieir number increased daily.) I give that advice, 
from time m lime, which I judged most needful for 
them; ami we always concluded our meeting with 
prayer suited to their several uecessines. This was 
ilie rise of tiie united Society, first in London, and 
then m other places.” 1

Tla-o socie'ics have spread mightily over tho 
earth, and through their iiistrujiientulity. hundreds 
of thousands have been turnfu “from darkness to 
light, :.t"l limn the power of >atan unto God.”

In the. united kingdom, multitudes of sinners have 
been reclaimed from the error of tlieir ways; tens of 
thousands of ehddien have been instructed and 
taught to r-ad tin» I’-ible, who, but for Methodism 
would in all probability hav e remained in a state of 
ignorance. Methodism has constituted largely to 
various ia nevnb nl institution.* ; the Garret, the 
C l! ir, the Workhouse, nml the Frison have nil 
received n •»! ■' m of iigh: or a portion of l.elp by its 
means : th.* if: iv.rv pro In 'lions of the last « viiltiry, 
are (!• rpiy indebted to M‘ ihodism. it lias been the 
unflinching advocate nf the long enslaved African 
race ; and has shared m the glorious triumph of 
liberty, when ei_'!:r hundred thousand human beings 
were émancipa*"'! in one duv.

In imi --ion ,rv i "tcjiri/c, the Methodist Society is 
second to no otli.. r 1 >> <tv of i'ci'tuius, upon the face 
of the ear; h. fi

Tim Great Lead c.f ike Church lias been pleased
• *!»: 11 : i ! » : : :! y to bless tl.u lalc'irs of its missionaries in 
' ' *cigo ! ; • i ■ » ! -. in many iusi an ■ the rtf.id of the 
.fink ’ 1. id.io has le en etilighlvneii, lie li.ts rettuuac-
• i i‘. ' nul has learnt to xvor I,ip at a Saviour'*
lect. Tlie brutal Hottentot, and il-avage Ijnsges- 
mati liave fe!t the transforming iniiueure of divine 
grace, Thu Cannibals of the South Sea f-Vamlshave 
iilrmdoiied tluir abominable p; antic» -», y\ hole com­
munities have received the gospel, are now living in 
the enjoyment of rrl.giim. and as a necessary conse­
quence. are at pence with ail men. Thousands of 
Xve.'t lidi m N<.;roe.s hav e I’.niid salvation through
the ,£ hint il^fif tIv fuunli.” The savage Indian in the
w.'ds of America h*is heard a Savio'ir’s name ; hy 
him the blood stmm.d scalping knife has hern laid 
aside; the tomahau k nr instrument of murder has 
ceased to he Used ; and the red man ns well aa the 
while man has loimd mercy through a Redeemer’# 
merits. The Briiisli provinces have likewise par- 
t. ipated largely in the benefit of Wc-leyaii Metho- 
'osiii, as iis missionaries have long been scattered 
through their entire length am! breadth, instructing 
multitudes in the truths of the gospel ; vv ho hut fof 
thi ir mi. i.-tration, would in inany instances have re­
mained in a state of spiritual darkness, and mow 
destitution but little removed from Heathenism iueM?


