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Covresponvence.
MRS. HESTER ANN ROGERS. *
T'o the Editor of the Wesleyan.

Sir—As one of the primary objects of your paper
1+ manifestly to “pro:note personal salvation,” (imply-
ing personal holiness) as well as to exhibit the doc-
trines of the Gospel in their native purity and primi-
tive simplicity : that their experimental and practical
influence may be more deeply and generally felt,
.the following selections have been made ¢rom ** ‘The
Life of Mvrs. Hester Ann Rogers,” as eminently
culculated, under the divine blessing, to promote these
important and gracious truths. lutroducing to your read-
ers through the medium of one of the holiest inen, per-
haps, that ever ndurned the Christian Church—em-
phatically called the !¢ heavenly Fletcher”—as well ax
one of the wost able and beautiful polemic writers of

the age in which he lived, some of the deep things of

God ; nameiy, Christian perfection, a doctrine mis-
understood py some, and strangely misreprescuted by
others : but to which the Founder of Mctho lisin gave,
and his followers are still known to give, a peculiar
prominence in their preaching ; and which the lives
and death of both these burning luminaries of the
church, Wesley and Fletcher, so sweetly harmonized
in proclaiming; the latter, u star of the first magnitudle,
vet beaming forth with the nildest, softest radiance !
‘Of these remarks, the following extracts will be found
corroborative. A,

¢ 17381, March, 80th.—Mr. Wesley preaclicd at
five this morning, trom * O ‘V'imothy keep that which
i3 committed to thy trust.’ He showed what were the
things committed to ‘T'imothy, and then confined his
discourse to the particular doetrines cammitted to the
Methodists ; and insisted that the docirine of Chris-
tian perfection was the one peculiar point they were
called to preach and practice., and that no other peo-
plo under heaven di«[ clearly insist ou this, ns a pre-
sent and an instantaneous salvation ; that they who
did not preach or believe it, were no Methodists.”

. She again writes, Leeds, Aupust, 24th, 1731, —¢ That

dear mun ot God, Mr. Fleteher, came with Miss
Bosanquet, to dine nt Mr. Sinith's in Park Row, and
ulso to meet the Sclect Socicty.  After dinner, | took
an opportunity to heg he would expliin an expression
di1e once used to Miss Loxdale, namely : ¢ that on all
who are renewed in love, God bestows the gift of
prophecy.’ He called for the Bible : then read, and
sweetly explained the second chapter of the Acts 5 ob-
serving, to prophecy in the sense he meant, was to
magnify God with the new heart of love, and the new
tongue of praise, as they did, who, on the Day ot Peu-
.tecost, were filled with the Holy Ghoxt.  And be -
sisted that believers are pow called to make the same
confession ; seeing we may all prove the same baptis-
mal fire : showing that the Day of Pentecost was only
the opening of the dispensation of the Holy Ghost :
the great promise of t[:c Father. Angd that the lat-
ter day glory, which he believed waS near at haund,
should far exceed the first effusion of the Spirit.  And
therefore, seeing that they thep-~bore witness to the

grace of our Lord, so should we; and like them, spread |

the flume of love. Then after singing a hymn, he

cried, : ‘O to be filled witg'the Holy Ghost '™ Fwant

to be filled ! O my friemds, let us wrestle for 2 hore
abundant out-pouring.of the Spirit I He then =nid,
* My dear brethren jand sisters, God is here ! [ toel
him in this place £ But I would hide my face in the
dust, because 1 ba've been ashamed to declare what he
hath done for me ! For many years 1 have grieved
his Spirit; byt | am deeply humbled, and he ha<again
restored mg soul ' Last Wednesday evening, he
spoke to gne hy these words, ‘Reckon yourselves, there.
fure, toebe dead indeed unto sin, but aljve unto God,
<hrough Jesus Christ our Lord.> [ oheyed the voice

|
|
' hi to all the world ! and Ideclare to youn the pre-
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of God ; I now obey it, and tell you all, to the praise
of his love, | am freed frum ein, yes, | rejoice to de-
clare it, and to bear witness to the glory ot his grace,
—that 1| am dead uato sin, and alive unto God,
through Jesus Christ, whods my Lord und King ! |
received this blessing four or five times yfure, but |
lostit by not observing the onler of God. who has told
us, * Withi the heart man believeth unto righteousness,
and with the prouth, contession is made unto salva-
tion’. But the enemy offered his bait to keep me tiom
a public declarstion of what my Lord bad wrought.®
“¢When [ firj.received bis grace, S:tan hade me
wait awhile till | saw more of" the fruit<, 1 resolvel
to do so, but I svon began to doubt o the witnesa
which before | had felt™5a my heart, and wasina
liitle timne sens:ble | had lost bath. A recoud tine atter
receiving this salvation, (witlr-shame | contess
it) I was kept- from being a whgess for 1y
Lord Ly the suggestion, ¢ Thou art a patdic charac-
tef, the eyes of all are upon thee, and if, as befare, by
any neans thou losc the blessing, it will be a dish
nour to the doctrine of heart holinies<.” Lheld iny peace;:-
and again furfeited the gitt of God. At anather time,
I wus prevailed upun to hide it by reasonin s, —How
tew, even of the children of God, wiil receive this
testimony ; many of them supposing that every trans-
gression of the Adamic law is sin ; and theretore, it
I profess myself to be tree trom sin, all these will givo
my professgion the lie, because, am notfree in their
sense ; [ am not free trom ignoranee, wistake and va-
rious wtirmities 3 1 will, therefore, cnjoy what God
bas wrought inme ; bhut T will not <av, I ain perfeet
in love.  Alas 'l soon found again, *hethat hideth
his Lord’s talent, aud improveth it not, tron that un-
profitable servant shall be takea away even that
he hath  Now, my Lrethren, you see iy folly * 1
have confessed it in your presence, amd how [ resolve
betore vou all to «lm‘glrc my master ! 1 will confess

scnece of God, the Holy Trinity, I amnow ded in-
deed unto sin. I'donot say Lam crueittcd wath Chriat,
because some of our well meaning-Liviliien say, by
this can only be meant a gradual dyving ; but 1 pro
fess unto you | am dead unto =in, an | ahye unto God
and remember, all this is throughA"heist Jesus our
Lord. He is my Prophct, Pricsg=anid King !y in-
dwelling holiness ; my all in afl, 1 wait tor the fulfil-
ment of that prayer, thygthey all may Le one * us thou
Father art in e, and=Yin thee, that thiey also may be
one in u<; aud they hie one, even as we are one.” 40 for
that baptismal ffaine ! O for the tulue: - ot the dis -
pensation of the Holy Ghost ! Pray, pray, pray tor
this ! Phis shall make us all of one heart, and ot
one soul. Pray for gifts for the giit of utterance,
sund confess your Royal Master. A man without
Cgifts) s like the King inoaodisguice o he appears as n
subject oulv. You are Kings and pric<ts unto Gol.
Put on, therefore, vour robes, ward vo o on your gir-
dle, Holiness to the Lord,

Mrs. Rogers further records :

““ A few days after this, I heard 3Mreo Fleteher
preach trom the some subject 5 mivinong ail who felt
their need for redemption, to belicve now for this
great sulvarion ; he obiserved, * As oo yon reckon
with your ereditor or with your host, and s vhen
you have puid all you reckon vourselves free ;o wo
now rechon with Godo Jesus hath peoad all, and be

Uhath patd for thee ! harh purcehiased thy parcon and
holines«.  'Fherefore, it 13 now Guod's command .
Reckon thyselt dead indeed urito sie, wed thou it
alive unto God from this ime ! O Lexin—begin to
reckgn now ! Fear not; only Lelieve, believe, Le-
lieve * and continue to helieve every moment ; so
shalt thou eantinue free ; for it is retained by fuith

" alone. And whosoever thou rrt that perseveringly

J believeth, it will be as a fire in thy bosom, and con-

| strain thee to eonfrss with thy mouth thy Lord uud
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