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To the Editor of the Wesleyan.
Sir—.\.H one of the primary objects of your paper 

ii manifestly to “promote personal salvation,” (imply­
ing personal holiness) as well as to exhibit the doc- 
lnines of the Gostiel in their native purity and primi­
tive simplicity : that their experimental and practical 
influence may be more deeply and generally felt, 
the following selection* have been made from “ The 
Lifo of Mrs. Hester Ann Rogers,” as eminently 
calculated, under the divine blessing, to promote these 
important and gracious truths. Introducing to your read­
ers through the medium of one of the holiest men, per­
haps, that ever adorned the Christian Church—em­
phatically called the “ heavenly Flttcher”-i-as well ns 
one of the most able and beautiful polemic writers of 
the age in which he lived, some of the deep things of. 
God ; namely, Christian perfection, a doctrine mis­
understood Jiy some, and strangely misrepresented by- 
others : but to which the Founder ufMctuo Jism gave, 
and his followers are still known to give, a peculiar 
prominence in their preaching ; and which the lives 
and death of both these burning lutpinaries of the 
church, Wesley and Fletcher, so sweetly harmonized 
in proclaiming ; the latter, a star of the first magnitude, 
yet beaming forth with the mildest, softest radiance ! 
Of these remarks, the follow ing extracts will he found 
corroborative. A.

“ 1731, March, 30th.—Mr. Wesley preached at 
five this morning, from ‘ O Timothy keep that which 
is committed to thy trust.’ He showed what were the 
things committed to Timothy, and then confined his 
discourse to tho particular doctrines committed to the 
Methodists ; and insisted that the doctrine of Chris­
tian perfection was the one peculiar point they were 
called to preach and practice ; and that no other peo­
ple under heaven did clearly insist on this, as a pre­
sent and un instantaneous salvation ; that they who 
did not preach or believe it, were no Methodists.”

• She again w rites, Leeds, August, 21th, 17.31.—“ That 
dear man of God, Mr. Fletcher, crime with Miss 
tiosan']uet, to dine at Mr. Smith's in Park Row, and 
also to meet the Select Society. After dinner, 1 took 
an opportunity to beg he would explain an expression 

die once used to Miss Loxdale, namely : • that on all 
who are renewed in love, God bestows the gift of 
prophecy.’ He called for the Bible : then read, and 
sweetly explained the second chapter of the Acts ; ob­
serving, to prophecy in the sense lie meant, was to 
magnify God with the new heart of love, and the new 
tongue of praise, as they did, who, on the Day of Pen­
tecost, were filled with the Holy Ghost. And he in­
sisted that believers are now called to make the same 
confession ; seeing we may «ill prove the same baptis­
mal fire : showing that the Day of Pentecost was only 
the opening of the dispensation of the PÇidy Ghost : 
the great promise of tlie Father. A ltd that the lat­
ter day glory, which he believed w*S near at hand, 
should far exceed the first effusion of the Spirit. And 
therefore, seeing that they thep- bore witness ti, tlu- 
grace of our Lord, so should wV, and like them, spread 
the flame of love. TUeu^jvfter singing a hymn, lie 
cried, : ‘O to be filled witjt the Holy Ghost ! 1 want
to be tilled ! O my friends, let us wrestle for a finir,- 
abundant out-pouringof the Spirit !’ He then si id,
‘ My dear brethreuyand sisters, God is her" ! I feel 
him in this place.* but I would hide mv face in the 
dust, because 1 (rare been ashamed to declare w hat be 
hath done for me ! For many years I have grieved 
his Spirit; bgt I am deeply humbled, and he has again 
restored tyÿ soul !’ Last Wednesday evening, he 
spoke to pie by these words, ‘Reckon yourselves, there­
fore, ti.ybe dead indeed unto sin, but aljve unto God, 

-through Jesus Christ our Lore!.’ I obeyed the voice

of God ; 1 now obey it, and tell you all, to the praise 
of his love, I am freed from rin, yes, I rejoice to de­
clare it, and to bear witness to the glory of his grace, 
—that 1 am dead unto sin, -and alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ, who «is my Lord and King ! 1
received this blessing four or five times before, but 1 
lost it by not observing the unlgrof God. who has told 
us, ‘ With the heart man believeth unto righteousness, 
and with the mouth, confession is made unto salva­
tion’. But the enemy offered his bait to keep me from 
a public declaration of wh it my Lord h id wrought.’

“ 1 When I first received his grace, Satan bade Ha­
waii aw bile till 1 stiw.uiore of tho fruits I resolved 
to do so, but I soon began to doubt ot the witness 
which before I had felt 3» mv heut, and was in a 
little time sensible I had lost beta, A second time alter 
receiving this salvation, (wi'.hr shame I confess 
it) I was kept from being a \vtti|css for mv 
Lord by the suggestion, 1 Thou art a ptjrhj.ie vharar - 
tef, the eyes of all are upon thee, and if, as bibore, l»y 
any means thou lose the blessing, it will be a disho­
nour to the doctrine of heart holiness.’ I held my peace i> 
and again forfeited the gift of God. At another time,
I was prevailed upon to hide it l>v reasoning, —How 
few, even of the children of God, will receive this 
testimony ; many of them supposing ih.it every trans­
gression of the Adamic law is sin ; and therefore, it"
1 profess myself to lie free from sin, all llu-sc will give 
my profession the lie, because, I am not free in their 
sense ; I alii not free from ignorance, iiii.-taLv and va­
rious infirmities ; I w ill, therefore, enjoy wli.-it God 
has wrought in me ; but l will not say, I am perfect 
in love. Alas ! 1 soon found again, * he that hidetli 
his Lord’s talent, and impruveth it not, from that un­
profitable servant shall be taken away even that 
ho hath.' Now, my brethren, you see my folly ! 1
have confessed it in your presence, and now I resolve 
before you all to declare mv master ! I will confess 
him to all the world ! and I declare to you in the pre­
sence of God, the Holy Trinity, I cm now de al in­
deed unto sin. I do not say I am crucified with Christ, 
because some of our well meaning-b; *•;U: e:i say, by 
this cun only be meant a gradual dying ; but 1 pro 
fess unto you I am dead unto sin, an I alive imto God ; 
and remember, all this is throtigb.-'Cliri.-d Jesus our 
Lord. He is my Prophet, Prie^Kaml King ! my in­
dwelling holiness ; my all in all, I wait fur the fulfil­
ment of that prayer, tlrU-thcy all may l e one * as thou 
Father art in me, aniTTin thee, that tlu-v also may be 
one in us; and tltgy tie one, even as w o m e une.’ *0 for 
that baptismal, flame ! () for the fulm • of" the dis
pensât ion of the Holy Ghost ! I’m, pray, pray for 
this ! Ttiis shall make us all ol" one heart, and id' 
one soul. Pray for gifts>. for the g;i"i of utterance, 
ynd confess your Royal Master. A man wit hum 
gifts, is like the king in a dfsgui-e • In- appears as a 
subject only. Voit arc kin^-s and pro -t- indu God.
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Put on, therefore, your rolies, and v - 
die, Holiness to tin: Lord.’ ”

Mrs. Rogers further records :
M A few days alter this, | heard Mr 

preach from the some subject ; inviting .aI 
their need fur redemption, to lodicm* now for this 
great salvation ; he observed, 1 fiv -, w in u v mi reckon 
with ) our creditor or w it h y our host, oil ns vdani 
you have paid all V oil reck, u y • >ur.-eln - free : so 
now reckon with God. Jesus hath paid all, and he 
hath paid for then ! hath purchased thy pardon und 
holines--. Therefore, it is now God's command 
Reckon thyself dead indeed im:o sm, and thou ait 
alive unto God from this time ! U i eg in — begin to 
reckipi now ! Fear not ; only believe, believe, L< - 
lieve d" and continue to believe every moment ; so 
shall thou continue free ; for it is retained hy faith 
alone. And whosoever thou art that peraeverinyly 
believeth, it will he ns a fire in thy bosom, and enii- 
str.ti.i thee to eunfWs wi'.hthv mouth ! hy Lord ami


