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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,

It i Necessary to the Inculcation of !

Personal Morality,

Rizht Rev. John Lancaster Spalding,

pishop of Peoria, I, writes to the
I;'ll/'wlf/(lll«(/ Review as follows upon |

the important question  of relig
education in the State schools :

theory of d-'-\u.ulnm nt, Whic his now |
widely received and  applied to  all

things, from stayr dust to the latest
fashion, is at once a
(,1'[]|y~:lll|1u.-ilIllllilxlil1~nl<~u||li«]|-|“-p which

we y ; et
ing power of education.  And it is use

Jess to seek to convinee people whose

world view is different from our own,
What iscalled the spirit of the ag
spirit which, as the poet says, sits at

the roaring loom of time, and weaves
for God the garment whereby He is

made visible to us, exercises a potent
influence upon all our thinking and
doing. Welive in an ageof progress,

and progress means differentiation of

structure and specializationof function,

The more perfect the organisin, the

more are its separate functions assigned

to separate parts. Specialization thus

pecomes a characteristic of civilization,
The patriarch is both king and priest.

In Greece and Rome religion is a func-
tion of the State.  In the middle age

the Church and State coalesce, and
form such an intimate union that the
,,-l.wiul domain of either is invaded by

poth. But differentiation finally takes

place, and we all learn to distinguish
between the things of

aching results.  Thus learning,
. in the confusion that sueceeded

the incursions of the barbarians, was

ated almost exclusively by eccle
rew to be of interest and im

le inereased, and the cleric and
the scholar ceased to be identical.

THE BOUNDARIES OF KNOWLEDGE

were  enlar

nature, and it soon became impossib

for one man to pretend to a mastery of
all science.  And so the principle of
division of labor was introduced into
s of the intelleet. This led to
developments.  The business of
teaching, which had been almost ex-

othe

clusively in the hands of ecclesiastics,

was now necessarily taken up by lay-
men also.  The result of all this has
been that the school, which throughout
tendom is the creation of the
Church, has, in most countries, very
largely passed into the hands of the

Chri

eivil 2overnment,

This transt

religious influence and instruction,

though once the State has gained the
ral tendancy is to
take a partial and secular view of the
whole question of cduecation, and to
the funetions of the school to the
of the mental faculties. In

asce

daney then

limit
trai
the spirit of the a

garded as simply mo

religion is re
ality suffused by

the glow and warmth of a devout and
rend temper : and to teach doc-
and the Church will

re
trines about God
1ot ke men religious.

Morality, it is claimed, is independ

ent not only of metaphysics, but of
religion as well, It is a science, as

yet, indeed, imperfectly developed, but
as j
try

nee nevertheless,
and physiology

Human acts are controlled, not by a
higher will, or man’s freedom of choice,

but by physical laws.  The peculiarity
of this view does not lie i
tontention that ethies is ¢
that it is a science alt
pen
e
p

inde

mt oof religious or
mas. All forees, it

ical, mental and mor
1

i a product of org

pagation, from which spring the two

foll movement of conscious life, the
egoistic and the altruistic.  This
theory is accepted alike in the German
school of materialism, in the French
school of positivism and the English

school of utilitarianizin.
Among Americans there is a disposi

tion to treat doubts of the truths of
Cl\]'i~:i:11|il_\' as a mark of intellectual
Vigor and sometimes as a sign of relig-

lous sincerity.

PREOCCUPIED WITH MATERIAL INTER-

ESTS,

but vet finding time to vead the
thoughts of many minds. and to hear
the discussion of antagonistic opinions
and systems, they find it difficalt to
frust with entire confidence to what
now or believe. It all scems to
tive, and another gencration
adifferent light.
Prablems take the place of principles,
religious convictions arc feeble, the
&ragp of Christian truth is relaxed, and
the result is a certain moral hesitaney

may see everything i

and infirmity.

But, apart from all theories and
fystems of belief and thought, public

strongly

Oinion in  America
against  the  denominational school

.Oiull‘mhu-n the spirit of sectarianism
nto the class-room would destroy the
humnuny and good-will among citizens,
Which is one of the aims of the common
sthool to cherish.  There is, besides,
10 reason why this should be done,
mily and the Church give
ous instruction which the

since the f;
all the re
hildren arve capable of receivia

Thig, it scems to me, is a fa

matter

v § s i §
euly in an opposite direction.

The Catholic view of the school ques-

v and a canse

put in the remedial and transtorm-

y the

sar and the
things of God. This separation has

to laymen. The thirst for

d when the inductive
method was applied to the stady of

le

qee of control need
not, however, involve the exclusion of

the mere
nece, but

erted,
\ , are identi-
L cal ; and morality, like bodily vigor,
vism. 1t is, in
but an elaboration of the two
instinets of nutrition and pro-

C pro
Sentation of the views and ideas which
80 10 the making of current American
Opinion on  the subject of religious
struction  in  State  schools; and
twrrent opinion, when the subject
is uot susceptiblo of physical
dmnnustr:\&i(nl, cannot be turned sud-

ground that man is created for a super-
natural end, and that the Church is
the divinely appointed agency to help
hivn attain his supreme :X<-~|:in;\‘ If

| education is a training for complete

ness of life, its primary element is the
religious, for
COMPLETE LIFE IS LIFE IN GOD,

Theorists may be able to construct a
system of ethies upeon a foundation of
materialisn, but their mechanical and
utilitavian  doetrines  have not the
power to exalt the imagination or con
firm  the will,  The atmosphere  of
religion is the natural medium for the
development  of  character, In the
purely sceenlar school only secular
morality may be taught, and whatever
our opinion of this system of ethics
may otherwise be, it is manifestly
deficient in the power which appeals to
the heart and to the conscience,

It the chief end of ecducation is
virtue, if conduct is three-fourths of
life, if character is indispensable while
knowledge is only usetul, then it
follows that religion, which more than
any other vital influence has power to
create virtue, should enter into all the
processes of education.  Our school
system, then, does not rest upon a
philosophic view of life and education.
We have done what it was easiest to do,
not what it was best to do. The
denominational system of popular edu-
cation i3 the right system. The
secular system is a wrong systemn,

v W)
A CONVERT'S REASON.

Why Kegan Paul, the Pablisher, Be-
came a Catholie— A Strong Argu-
ment,

Says the Liverpool Catholie
Since the ay

mice of O

] rding i
man’s ** Apologia ™ there has not heen
published a more deenly interestine ac-

t of a convert's rel ]

] from the
pen of Mr. C. Kegan Paul in the cur-
rent issue of the Month under the
title, **Confessio Viatoris.” The re
cord of a i

ous strt
which appe:

n earnest

soul’s battles
prejudices and doubis and its progr
towards the true light of the Catholic
faith must always possess an absorbing
attraction ; but its attractive power is
immensely inereased when, as in Mr.
Kegan Paul’'s narrative, every word
breathes the most sineere convicetion.
This, indeed, constitutes the great
beauty and force of Mr. Kegan Paul's

rticle—that it is written with a frank,

aightforward simplicity which not
only wins the sympathy of the reader,
but convinces him that the write
ect is to tell in the most direct v
the truth, and nothing but the truth.
Mr. Kegan Paul is the son of an An-
glican clergyman who, in his son’s
carly childhood, minist to the con-
gregation of a Somersetshirve village.,
It was not, however, from his father
but from his mother that he reccived
the strongest and most lasting impres

sions, s in so many other instances,
the mother’s infiuence in the days of
1

boyhood was all powerful for good
even  amongst the anxietics and

troubles of manhood.

Paul, “always prayed with her chil-
dren, and till long after I was grown
up always came to me atrer I was in
bed and read me a chapter in the
Bible. This nightly reading is amm
the happiest memories of my youth.”
THE COLD FORMALISM OF THE ANGLICAN
RITUAL
had little relish for him.
extent did it excite his aversion that,
though not an irreligions child, he
loathed church-going.  The first C:
olic wvice  of which he heard a
deseription  seems to have filled his
young mind with new ideas of the
beauty of religious worship. e thus
recounts the circumstances :

“The first time 1 was conscious of a
dignitied church beyond the Anglican,
and no mere body of dissenters, was
when my mother went one Holy Thurs-
day to the tencbrae service at Prior
Park, and gave me an account of it.

such an

not know, with a certain Father Logan,
who preached the three hours’devotion
on that occasion. I think my mother
went to Prior Park now and then for
some years, and all that she told me
impressed me deeply.™

Iiven from the age of cight Mr.
Kegan Paul possessed and exercised a
logical and analytic faculty. Some
few hooks intended to confirmn Protes-
tants in antagonism to the Catholic
Church fell into his hands, but the effect
they produced upon the mind of the
vouthtul reader was by no means that
for which they wereobviously designed.
We have heard of Protestants being
converted to Catholicism by the unfair
diatribes of the late Dr. Littledale
against the Church. Honest Protes
tants, capable of weighing argmmnents,
have revolted against the injustice of
his attacks. Mr. Kegan Paul was
animated by a similar feeling in read-
ing controversial literature composed
with a manifest anti-Catholie animus.
About the age of eight or nine years
he read a discussion between one of the
Downside Fathers and a DProtestant
champion, and it became clear to him
that the advocate of Protestantism had
not answered all that was advanced by
his opponent. Other books, such a
“The Nun,” by M Shery
the tale  Father Clement,” meant to
inspire him of a horror of (':\‘Ixr-bhv'
practices, had a distinetly opposite
offect. The customs which were hel
up to georn he considered perfectly
meritorious.  His leaning towards the
Catholic Church was thus becoming
decided, but there was
deepen  these early impressions,  ITis
relicious instruction during his school

have heen slight and superficial, and

from this point of view ho appears tc

tion is as clearly defined as it is well | have fared little better at KEton,
known, 1t rosts upon the general  shongh

THE OXFORD MOVEMENT
was then making a stir throughout the
country.  Kr. Kegan Paul, indeed,
paints a sad picture of the life led by
the average boy at our great PPublic
schools,

*There arve lads who, by the grage
of God, have in them a natural and
i ined purity of soul, a revolt from
every wrong word and deed, an in

stinet against evil, which preserves
them in ignorant innocence through
the perils of boyvhood ; but, as a rule,
an average English lad is neither
ignorant nor innocent, When he
ceases to say his nightly prayer at his
mother's knee, there is no one who ¢n
forces on him the connection between
religion and morals: no one, except
from the distant pulpit, ever speaks to
him of his soul ; no one deals with him
individually, or attempts to help him
in his special trials. A father is, as
a rule, shy of his son ; tutors are apt to
treat all more transgressions as school
offences and are unwilling to sce what
is not forced on them, so that the boy's
soul shifts for itself, and for the most
part fares badly. 1 can truly say that
for the five years 1 was at Eton, be-
tween the ages of thirteen and eigh-
teen, no one ever said one word to me
about my own religious life, save al
ways my mother, but she could know
nothing of a boy's dangers, and was as
one that fought the air.”

Proceeding from Eton to Oxford,
Mr. Kegan Paul felt the spell of the
ious energy which the Tractarian

My mother,” savs Mr. Kegan'

She had made acquaintance, how 1 do !

no one to

life from eight to thirteen seems to

tmovement had generated.  Though

the set with which he mainly lived was

, ot much given to habits of piety, his
s religious sympathies were not inactive,

He was careful to attend any church
at which Dr. Puse
preach, read m’'s sermons to his
mother and in the v:
and, unknown to his Oxford fri
endeavored to do some littl
i the poor in ¢
mmder the direction

Knott, fellow of 1

vas announced to

P among

ur of St. Saviou

he saw the High Church party at its
best.  Much of his time was spent with
the family of a member of his college.
They held much Catholie doctrine, and
adopted many Catholic practices with
a  simplicity, earnest piety and
thoroughness very heautiful to witness
The eldest daughter took much inter-
est in the attempt at a revival of sister
hoods in the Church of England, and is
now a Catholic nun

OF THE ORDER OF ST, DOMINIC.
The remainder of the family ¢
satisfied with their half-v
Mr. Kegan Paul would probably have
been more closely identified with them
and their opinions but for the influence
exercised upon him by Charles Kings-
ley, then rector of Eversley, with whom
he contracted a friendship.  Kingsley
was broad and tolerant towards every
1'¢ m but the Catholie, on which he
poured the whole v of his wrath.
He mixed with his rc w1 demo
ic politics, and he endeavored,
with success, to persnade Mr. Kegan
Paul that work brought the solution of
all doubts.  When, therefore, Mr
xegan Paul took orders in the Church
gland his ai wias to become a
son after King s pattern.  First
at Tew and then at Bloxham he labored
to attain his ideal. He then went
abroad as a private tutor, and about a
vear subsequently he accepted a con

at

i ductorship  at chaplainey at  Eton.

Here, in dealing with the boys, the
he principal prac-
tices of the Church soon became mani-
fest to him, and semething very like
confession entered into the relation he-
tween many of those entrusted to his
charge and himself.  Still he was far
from being a Iigh Churchman in
creed.  Neologian criticism, which he
read more and more, took increasing
hold on him teaching him to minimize
dogma, and to hold the least possible
doctrine compatible with a love for a
somewhat stately ritual, chanted ser-
vices and frequent celebration of com-
munion, in which

| PIOUS REMEMBRANCE OF CHRIST'S

DEATI

there scemed for himself and others
ereat help towards a spivitual life. A
college living in Dorset was then
offered to him and accepted.  The
Bishop frankly told him that he would,
if it were possible, have refused to
accept a man of his opinions, but as
he could not help himself he trusted
Mr. Kegan Paul would at least con-
tinue the outward character of the
sorvices. ‘It struck me as most
grotesque,”  says Mr. Kegan Daul,
““that the chief past of a diocese
should have no voice whatever in the
selection of the men appointed  to
gorve under him, no power to inhibit
what he considered false doctrine, and
ghould have to appeal to the forbear-
ance and good sense of his clergy to
hinder a complete reversal of an
established ritual approved by him
solf.”  In this new position Mr.
Kegan Paul strove hard to improve
the coudition of the agricultural
laborer, which was then deplorable,
indeed ;3 but whilst social and polit
ical work had been carvied as far as
possible, faith had not grown firmer ;
vathor it had insensibly slipped away.
ITe accordingly resigned his living

necessity of one of t

and went to London to take up a
lit v life. At a moment when the
sorvicos of tha Church of England
seemed to him dist ful and untrue,
md the ou Iding on which
he had striven to rise to CGod had
crumbled into nothing and when,
hongh he did not deny Him nor cease
to believe that a first cause existed, he
was attracted by the Pogitivist system
f Auguste Comte, the so called religion
f humanity.

“1t should in fairness be said
{writes Mr. Kegan Paul) that in this
faith, if 80 it may be called, man and
women live high, restrained, ascetic

lives, and find in hwmanity an object, ‘

not self, for their devo Like th
maen of Athens, they wo 1 0
rantly, and under false names, t
worship God And for myselt |

wy that I doubt it d have know:
the faith | fi Positiy whicl
rAVe me rand discipline of whiel
[ had be ware.  The hist
sido of Ce t

inlargen

based as it is on

Church, ( ¢ had the inestimable

advantage «
his youth, an
tried, pu ¢ the lessons he ha
learnt from hey But Auguste

did more for me than this
seem stranze, but till 1 did

v
T

could not, even when h

his direction 1 had never read the
*Imitation of Christ.” Comte bids all

his followers meditate on this holy
book, telling them to substitute human

ity for God.  The daily study of the
fImitation " for several years did more
than aught ¢lse to bring me back to

faith and faith back to me.”
e
The Highest Life.

Beautiful old age—beauntiful as the
slow-dropping mellow autumn of a rich,
glorious swmmer,  In the old man
nature hasdoneher work ; she loads him
with fruits of a well-spent life; and
surrounded by his children's children

she rocks him softly to a grave
God forbid we should not call it bean

tiful. It is beautitul, but not the most

beautiful. Thereisanoth
1ol

1, and thorny, troddenavith bleed

ing feet and aching brow, the life of

which the cross is tl

which no peace follows
grave 35 which

s won, and

the great

history ; ti none whi
heen other this.  They
it has becn ziven to do the

highest work on this earth
lh-‘:. are, Jow
Christian, warri
phers, poets,

s, slaves

one and all, their fate has been the
smme—the same  bitter cup has been

given to them to drink.
-

Brave Catholic Priests.

Father Reginald Collins, the Catho
lic chaplain whose heroismm at  the
Battle of Tofrek, in the Soudan, made
him famous in the army ceven though
it received no official recognition, has
lately been elected a member of the

Senate of the University of Malta.

In conneetion with the appointment

Picadilly has an interesting
Father Collins.  “*This fig

1

his learnin
master of nine lm

the Soudan, winnii
offered by the mi
the

A v

benceh of Bishops, ™™

It will be remembered that Fat!

Father Colling is, we el
than Lord Wolseley.
portrait used to be one of the few pice

tures in Lord Wolseley's study when

he lived in London.
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The use of calomel! for derangements
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to their eff
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