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THRER

MEDIUMS EXPOSED

FATHER HERREDIA TELLS HOW
HE BECAME ACCOMPLISHED
IN TRICKS OF S0-CALLED
SPIRITISTS
By the Rev
(By N, (

Washington, D, 0,, August 16.—To
expose the tricks which mediums
represent ae " epiritistic manifesta-
tions,” the Rev. Father Charles J.
Herredia, 8, J., of Holy Orose Coellege,
Worcester, Mags., i giving a series of
public performences which are said
to rival the feats of the greatest
mpagiciane of the stage.

When requested to tell how he
becpme . interested in " magic " and
indicate the purpose he had in giving
lectures amd exhibitione, Father
Herredia wrote the following :

Since earliest boyhood I have seen
€0 many fraude in the realm of the
oocult that I determined to set about
expofing them. And this ie how I
bzgan the work | am now engeged in.

When I was about eighteen years
old, I heard a priest say in a pulpit
that a certain great mind reader was
in collugion with the “ Old-boy.” The
next night the thenter was jammed.
Every one wenfed to see how the
devil worked. Then with my brether
I did, ot a publie lecture, the same
‘ wonders "’ that had been performed
by the mind resder.

That was thirty years ago. Since
then, on account of a great attraction
for tricks and seme little familiarity
with the methed of their perform.
ance, I have been in almost constant
contact with megicians and their
trickes.

Since that time, too, in four differ.
ent countries, I have observed the
wave of epiritiem rise and fall with
the passing yeare. In California
eighteen years sgo, I had a great
chance to study mediume and their
methods. The same in Italy twelve
years ago. Agein im Mexico, during
the regime of Meders, who was &
Spiritualist, I had much to do with
the mediwms. Finally, during the
Iast gix yeare of my residemce in this
counfry, especially in Bosten, the
hotbed of epiritiem, I have had per-
@onsal experience in this matter.

And so fer thirty years I have
given lectures in the Unmited States,
in Mexico, Italy and in England. In
Rome, ae Vise Rector of the Seuth
American College, I gave an " illus
trated "’ lecture to the etudents, at
which two eardinals were present
one of them dear old Cardinal Vives.)

Charle
W, (

Herredia, 8, J,

News Service)

I'HE POWER OF SUGGESTION

For the lasd thirty years, teo, I
have beem reading boeks on Spirit.
ism in English, Freneh, Italian and
Spanigh. I find that they centinu-
ally copy ene anether and repeat the
same thiegs eover and over again,
Do nob ferget the power of sugges-
tion. When a falsity is repeated and
repeated and printed and reprinted
a8 & fact, we begin to believe it is
true. That is what hos happened in
the case of theusands of the so-oalled
spiritistic phemomena. But I had
the courage to read sll the velumes
of the Jourmal and the preccedings
of the London Seciety for Psyghisal
Research, amnd a good deal of the
literature of the American Seeiety
for Peychical Reseerch, snd I have
taken the paing to examine the prin-
ciples and mest womderful phen-
omena of Spiritism at the original
souzcee, and I ceme to thie conmclu-
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can reproduce on those same wit.
nesses similar impressions ; secondly,
beoause the pewer of observation in
this kind of phenemena is 80 dimin-
ished by the mysterlous surround.
inge, eto.,, that in the ninety.nine
cnseg ouf of one hundred, the good
man fells me net what has ocourred,
but his own impression of what has
cceurred — oftentimes two eantirely
different things.

Let me quote here the words of
that champion tricketer and most
shrewd woman, Madame Blavatsky.
She seys: "1 bave not met mors
than two or three men who knew
how to observe and see and remark
on what wae going on around them.
It is simply emeazing. At least nine
out of every ten people are entirely
devoid of the oapacity of observation
and of the power of remembering
accurately what took place even
a few hours before.” (A Modern
Priestese of Ieis, p. 156). And she
surely knew her buginess.

How careful the Church is in this
respect. She moet gladly admite and
nseerts the existence of miracles, and
yet she insists on years and years of
most careful investigation before she
will scoept mny of the wonderful
" fnete "' an miracles.

But some say “'we have the author
ity of soientiste to attest the genuine
charaster of the phenomena.” Please
tell me who are thoee secientifio men?

The names of twenty or twenty-five |

“scieuntific investigatore” of psychism
are repeated in every Catholic and
non-Cathelic book ad nauseum.
Because Conan Deyle, a noveliet, or
Sir Oliver Ledge, s physicist, or
Hyslop, a retired professor of philos-
ophy, or Creeke, the chemist—all
anti-Cadtholics—bell us that the phen
omena exiet and are wrought by the
souls, we Cathelics seem to be bound
to admit their testimony to be up-to-
date,

Go to Harvard, go fo Yale, to Col-
umbia or Stanford, and if you ask
real sciemtists whether the bulk of
scientists admit epiritiem, they will
laugh at the very question.

What genuime phenomena exist,
are not predmeed at 50 cents, five
nights a week, in the back streets of
our one hundred Iargest cities. And
yot this is the brand of spiritism
experienced by 957 of i%e enthusiasts.
To write or talk of such epiritism as
authentio, coming frem the devil or
from any other seurce but the olair-
voyanfs and meuntebanks who make
a2 living selling fake spirisgrams ; te
taks seriously the moneensa emanat-
ing from the other side, all this cer-
tainly preduces worse cffects ameng
owr Cathelic peeple than if we do not
talk om the subject at all. We adver-
tise spivitiem teo muoh,

tealizing thie, I theught it would
be a great lesson fer our Catholic
cemmunitiss to see bow emsily the
so-called phenomena of spiritiem
could be repreduced by a priest who
is certainly not in collusion with the
devil. Audiences are mystifled.
They wilness the phenomena pro-
duged much better than by tke erdi-

| nary mediume ; they cannot detect

nor explain the method, and yat they
are sure that it is all & deception.
Ag a comsequence, they langh at apir-
itism, they lamgh at their own gulli-
bility, and they laugh heartily tes at
the ‘spirite.’ ‘““Whatfoels we mortals
be,” they say, going out from thedec-
tures. " No mere gpiritism for me.”

And it seeme to me that this con-
clusion is mueh better than the con-
clusion they draw from some other
“Maybe it is the

| devil,” they say, ' but in that case
| why oould Our Lord not allow the
That does net mean thet I deny |

| same

ssuls of the dead also to produce the
effecte ?' I have been asked
thie question many times, and to the

| hest of my knmowledge there is no

| apodictical reason

why Oaur

| could not permit the souls as well ns

Scriptures. (Cf. I Kings xxv.-iii.,

| the devils to pradnce them, espacialy

if we consider the case of gsnuine
spiritisem mentioned in the Holy
7-20

. Witch of Endor.)

REAL PURPOSE OF LECTURES

My conclusion then was this: Show

: - *2% ! the O i ( aps aleo ¢
proved it to be electricity. So it has | the Catholics ( perhaps aleo the bona

been with epiritistic phenomena—
only we are still waiting for an ade-
quate explanation.

Spiritiem, ae & hypothesis, as a Y08;
sible explanation of the phenemens,
I find no difficulty in admitting, but
I certainly deny that it hus clearly
eslabliched its claims. So, too, I
admit with certain reservations the
‘ Satanic ” theory as a pessible
explanation of phenomena wrought
through a medium. (There is no
question here of gpontanecus pheno-
mens, e. g., posseseion by the devil ;
unsought apparitions, ete.)

But leaving agide for the present
the explanation of the phenomens,
let us look at the phenomena in
themeselves. When you see a field in
the cinematograph and a sterm, a
wreck, er a fleod, you are not able
easily to distinguish between the
scenes that were taken in the studio
and those taken from real nature. !In
the samwe way spiritistic phenomena
can be reproduced go ensily by triek
ery (I have done 80), and in such a
mystilying manner, that even mest
learned people are decaived. Fer an
ordinary person it is practieally im-
possibla to distinguizh the true from
the false.

LIABILITY TO FALSE IMPRESSIONS

Henoo it is not enough for me to
have the testimony of one or two
men, no mafter hew honorable, in
order that I may believe that to be a
real, genuine phenomena whish he
claims to be such. He egays what he
thinke, he is truthful, but veracity is
not enough ; poeitive knewledge of
faots is absolutely essential, Unless
I am convinced not only of his ver-
acity, but also of hie penetration, I
will not accept his testimony, under-
etanding ae I do, firet, how readily I

| to do with it im the future.

fide spiritiste later on), how easily
they can be deceived. Duplioate the
spiritistic phenomena and they will
laugh at spiritism and have nothing
This is
the real purpose of my lectures. I
do not oensider spiritism from the
religious er meral peint of view, but
take it rather on ite ridiculouns side ;
leaving the serious work of investi-
gatien not te the masses, but to
honeet, religious, common-sense
theologiane to whom that task really
belongs. We do net publish moral
theology in the vernacmlar, but in
La#in, to limit such kmewledge to
these men who have to knew it. To
give sueh treatises to the common
psople weuld do more harm than
goed.

Finally, in my leotures, I do net
perferm tricke, but reproduce ome by
one all the physical phenomena pro-
duced by the gremtest mediums on
earth, from the raps of the Fox
Sieters fo the levitation of Daniel
Deuglags Heme. If in so deing I
seem to be mersly parforming tricks,
that is mot my fault, but because I
am falthfully repreducing what they
do, feolish though it may seem to
one upacquainted with the whims of
the "' spirits.”

e —

PREJUDICED VIEWS LEAD TO
CONVERSION

The writer of this heard of a con-
version the other day which is rather
remarkable. A young man was at-
tending a Methodist college, hoping
at some future day to become a min.
ister in that denomination. A dis-
cussion came up as fio the reforma
tion. The professor who was in
chorge appeared to be decidedly pre-

Lord |

1

judiced in his views. Two or three
of the students did not think it was
necessnry bo be of that frame of mind
and one of them called at a Catholio
bookstore one day in search of s his-
fory of the reformation from the
Catholic viewpoint. He stated
plainly that it was his desire to
“oatch' the professor—and he did
“ontoh ” him, Time went on, The
young man enlisted and was sent to
a Seuthern training camp. There he
frequently attended Mass with some
of his Catholic companions. He
went acrose. He saw the devotion
of the Catholic soldiers to their
religion and he also was a witness to
the fidelity of the Catholio chaplains,
and he came back a baptized Cath
olic, having received the smcrament
of penance and having made his first
Jommunion. It was the privilege of
the writer to meet this young convert
at a recent week.-end retreat and the
example he set throughout was
supremely edifying, His family are
not at ell pleased with the step he
has faken, but he says he has loarned
that religion is made vp of sacrifice
and he is prepared to make it if
neceseary. He hopes, however, that
prayer will open the eyes of the other
members of his family, and that they
too, in due ceurse, will come into the
true fold. God grant it.—Catholic
Sun,

THE VISIONS A1
LIMPIAS

The problem of the manifestations
af Limpisas is bandled in a remark.
ably able manner by Father
Thurston, 8. J., in the current Month.
Our readers will be familiar with
the story of the phenomena conneot-
ed with the beautifal wooden crucifix
in the parish church of Limpias, on
the North coms) of Spain. The
euffering face of our Lord has been
seen at times to move the eyee,
change colour, and shed drops of
blood, and this not by single individ-
uals, but by groups of persone, all
bearing witness to the ' prodigy.”
On these oceations others have been
present and seen nothing; and at

| Covenant was no#

| in

other timee the phenomenon wit- |
nessed has varisd for different spec- |

tatore. Thousends of pilgrims flack
to Limpias, but only an inconsider-
able portion of these witness any-
thing. Remarkable effects have
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menng not as yet established in our
Psychology.—The Universe.

THE ESSENCE OF THE
MONROE DOCTRINE

It wae startling to Americans who
know American hi sbery to hear from
the lips of & presidential candidate
that Article Ten of the Versailles
1ing more than the
Monroe Dactrine in European or
world-wide application. Article Ten
not diffioulé to understend. It
pledges the members of the Lsague
to “‘respect and preserve against
external aggreesion the terri
torial integrity and existing
political independence of all members
of the League.” It guarantees poli-
tical independence to Lesgue mem-
bers but not to peoples, and its
guarantee is to that precise form of
independence now existing. More-
over it deliberntely salegunrds she
territorial integrity of League mem-
bers.

The Monroe Doctrine on the other
hand ie a statement of policy built
on principle. It wae given to the
world at a time when gslf Jotermina-
tion of peoples was not a phrase but
an ideal struggling for expreseion in
the Western Hemisphere. The then
youbhful Republic of the West
anoonnced its fixed determination to
keep Europcan hande off the “Goy-
ernments who have declared their
independence and maintained it and
whose independencs we have on

| great consideration and on just pria-

followed these manilestations in the |
way of conversien and change of life, |

and eeme few curss in the physical
erder.
of the case.
on tke lines of & famous Dominican,

Such are the salient features |
Father Thurston follows |

Father Luis Urbano, who in three |

articles in Ciencia Temista — the

Spanish theological Magazine cen- |

ducted by his Order—maintains that
the phenomena are subjective and
not objective. Father Thurston's

|
|

object is to show that this subject- |
ivity i not at all of necessity incon. |
sistent with the veridioal nature of |

the manifestations. In referring to

ciples acknowledged.” The peliey
wae a8 clear as the principle upon
which it was based.
was self determination. On it
Government of the United States
was built, the “rights of peoples to
determine the governments
which they would live as against the
polioyof force and sslfish sggression.”

a story of youth aroused to national
perils ready to right grave wronge,
who stood not upon their order of
doing it until wrong arrogently
sented on the throne eager for world
domination was ignominiously over.
thrown.

As the Sculptor Bartlett has pre-
sented Lafaystte, we see an impeiu
ous young nobleman, just the age of
our own young officers who gullantly
met the test at Chateau Thierry and
in the Meuse-Argonne cffensive, and
nof the eomewhat mature and portly
man past middle life which it suited
American art to look to in the matter
of rapresentatives of General Lafay.
oette a generation or so ego. No,
when Lafayette came to these shores
to aid Washington he was youth per-
gonifled ; a young zealot who be
lieved in the oause of liberty and
freedom. He was no swash-buckling
eprig of nobility who, in & harum-
gearum way, was willing to deaw his
gword for any oause merely for
the love of fighting, but an inepired
and inepiring ardent devotee of the
New World, who viewed himself
almost a8 a crueader in a new holy
cause. Of this Latayette so signally
eet out in the Bartlett figure with its
exalled sspect of face and the up
lifted sword, the inscription in honor
of this type of consecrated youth
might well run:

Fleman of Freedom, whoee far-reach
ing gaze

Pierced the dull marks and waste of
ADErY Beas,

And saw the New World bathed in
golden rays

Of hope for Man and human liber-
tiee,

We in thy debt, where no return re-
pays,

Raise this fair shaft to Thee as Youth
supreme,

Vouchsafed that boon.
Fate's decrees,

To have the vision
dream |

E0 rare in

realize the

This is just what Lafayette meant
to France and the infant Republic of
Awerica. To-day the new memorial
to bim ie no local affair but one of
world.-wide significance. That the
Knights of Columbus have set up
this eplendid monument in honor of
the new understanding between
France and Amerioa is one more
proof, if any were needed, that they
know how to play their part as

|
|
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devout and loyal Americans in peace |

a8 they did in war.—The

| Ledger

I'sat principle |
the |

under |

Founded on this principle it was bub |

logical for Ameriea to make it the

living ideal for the hemiephere in |

which she was the leading demo-
cracy. She could not do otherwise
and be frue to herselt, The policy
taking the nams of the Menroe Dec-

the phenomena*as * collective hallu. | trine was nothing more than a line
cinatien,” he by no means relegates | ©f &otion baarzing on the present and

the vision of Limpias to the region | future

of deception or illueien. He says
“There may be no selid bedy, no

relations between America
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SOCIAL REFORMERS’
DOUBLE RULE

——

Pope Leo says that "' there can be |

no question whatever, that some
remedy must be found, and found
quickly, for the misery and wretched-

| ness pressing go heavily and unjustly

J
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at this moment on the vast majority
of the working classes. Neverthe-
lese, he who seeks & remedy often
finds himeelf lieted as a radical while
just ae frequently, because he will
not adopt the proposels of extremists,

and Europe that would hinge on the | he is dubbed a consefvative.

principleofsslf determination. That

material form, where the percipient | 18 i%e essence.

believes he diecerns such bodies and

Article Ten is the direct opposite.

torms, but it may still be absolutely | It is the antithesie not the eseence of

true that there has been some psychic | the Menroe Doctrine. It it were | formed the Administrative Committee |
ite principle | of the National Catholi
Bul if is not. | hes an interesting passage on this |
Covenant | question. [

tnvasion from outside."
latter phirmse lies the
Father Thurston's thesis.

In the
kernel of
" Appari-
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tions at the point of death,” he talls |

us, " come under the head
cination, but the
corresponds with events
bappening, have hap
happen. Thus, n se
may have no objeo
in the fleld
veridical.”

us with
work

that are

ive counterpart
of vision and be
Father Tharston leaves
this suggestive thesis to
upon and moves away

vat

»f hallu. |
hallucination | !
| eelf-determination
ened, or will |
ry perception |

into |

reminiscences of similar phenomena |

connacted with pictares of our Lady,
showing the ocourrences at Limpiss
to be no novelty in peychic experi-
ence.
A SUGGESTIVE THESIS

Many points will strike the reader
of the extremely well-authenticated
evidence compiled by Father Urbano
and quoted by Father Thurslon. An
avenue of thought is opened out by
that given by Dr. Gutierrez, a
medical man who, standing on the
sanctuary step, amidst & dense crowd,
observed an extraordinary series of
changes pass over the figure on the
oross cerresponding with every stage
in the approack and final victery of
death. In reading his detailed
deseription of these physieal appesar-
ances—"' I was a8 much affscted,” he
wrote, " as though I had never seen
a man die "—one is at ence ramindsd
of the vision granted to Juliana of
Norwich, whose desoription tallies
marvellously with this one given by
& medioal man of long experiemce.
In the oase of Juliana, the vision,
with its wonderful chamges, teok
place whilst the priest held the oross
before her dying eyes—presumably a
little rough symbol of the thing
visioned. Fifteen years of medita-
tien in solitude gave Juliana the key
to bar vision. The message of the
Christ of Limpias must, id any case
be the main point of the phenomenas,
perceptible to some and not to
others. If, indeed, conversion and
change of lite follow on the mani
fentations, the main mystery clears.
If idle curiosily goes unrewarded, as
it appears to do, the cmse for fhe
supernatural is strengthened. The
primary concern, then, of the ultra
devout, and of the ordinary devout,
is plainly, to see that idle curiosity—
the “ psycho sensuality” of an age
with an unchaste appetite for gigns
amd wonders—does not lay unhal-
lowed hande on manifestations which
could prove to be the employment by
Divine Providence of ways and

| friendly relationg

esseniially the same
should be the same.
The signatories to the
knew i} was net or they would not
bave signed. The powers represent
ed at Paris denied the principle of
and substituled
“territorial integrity i “existing
political ir nd in the very
wording ant.
guarantee morsover was not to the
peoples of any 1iephere bat to the
“members of the League.
doors of the
peoples accredited
were kneckin
Article Tan w

At
P Confaren
representd 7e8
for admittance when

forming under the
diplomat's pen. Admittance was
denied, for admittance meant the
acknowledgment of the principle of
self-determination. Axticle Ten
mesnt no such thing, so Article Ten
cama forth frem secret covenants
“openly arrived at' and toek its place
with “engagements,” ‘“treaties ef
arbitration” and “regional under-
stendings.” All such terms and
phragsss are psrfectly in accerd with
European diplomacy.

The Monroe Doatrine is in aceord
with self.-determination. I8 is Amer-
iomn, It is demooratie. I} is the
fuller expressien of the principles
eonfained in the Declaration of Inde-
pendenge. It means government
built upon the ocensend of the
governed, the will of & people
carried out by a gevernment of, for,
and by the pseple. Article Ten is as
much the estence of the Monroe Doe-
trine ns imperialism is the essence of
democracy.—Amarisa,
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TO LAFAYETTE !

Since natiens as well ps men do
not live by bread alome, it is fitting
and meet that the Knights of Colum-
bue, who gave 8o goad mccount of
themselver at home and abroad dur-
inrg the War, sheuld cement the
establiehed be-
tween France and America by recog-
nizing in & memorial form the in-
debtedness tha United States ever
must feel toward Lafayette. The
dedioation at Malz of the equestrian
etatue to the t Frenchmean, in
which the Philadelphia Knights of
Columbug played so prominent a
part, is more than a return for past
favors, since it is the vital symbol of
present accords of those who fought
the good fight in a common cause.
And the very character of the statue
and the place of its instailation tell

v
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Dr. Ryan in his new book, " Soclal
Reconstruction,”” which is an amplifi
cation of the Program of BSocial
Reconsfruction of the Bishops who

¢ War Council,

It is not necessary to be tagged
with either designation,” he

Public |

|
|

|

Bays, |

“ The important thing is to know all |

ara available,
knowledge of
then fo
reforma in the light of
fhoee factés and principlee. It is
about & qua of a century since I
bega ' write piecee for the papors’
oial question, and I
think that during that time I have
ever determined my attitude toward
a particmular reform mensure by a
congideration of its coneservatism or
its radicalism. I never ask myself

tha fac
acquire a2
principles,
remedies or

that
good

and

the

that question, because I think it ias |

misleading ; it hampers one's honesty
of thought and ons's effectiveness.
I ask myself, firah, 'is this measure
in conformity with right reason and
Catholic teaching?' Second, "is it
wise and prwdent to advocate this
reform aé this time ?’

“In some quarters my social and
industrial views have been accounted
‘ radical,’ but in the course of time I
have seen most of these views become
classad ae ‘conservative. I think
we shall all have the same experience
it we cling to those two general
rules, asking ourselves whether a
measure is in aocerdance with reason
and the Church's teaching, and
whether promulgation or advoeacy
of it now would do more karm than
good or more good than harm. It is
not & question eof courage; if one
nbides by these two rules one will
not be ealled upon frequently to
think of ons’'s self as extremely
courageous in adveeating a measure
which moat people have not yet
thought about; for one will have
acquired the habit of envisaging
the problem in an objective light,
free from temporery censideration,
and free from all thought of praise
or blame., After =all, truth and
justice are tha only impoxtant ends
to seek in this matfer of soeial
reform."”

Ag the yeara pass by bringing wars
and the tightening of the social
onetles in our capiinlist society, the
need for courageous handling of the
gocial question becomesa more
ingiatent,—The Oatholic News.

A gaint is not undersfood in his
own day. He ie like a hill touched
with dawn, while the valley is in
darkness.—Austin O'Malley.
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do not |

Even the man with a weak intel.
lect may be headstrong,
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Bishop of London.

All Courses Leading
{o Degrees in Arts

For information, apply to the

Ursuline Coliege

v‘ “The Pines", Chatham, Ont. |
Rev. Mother Superior |/

|

Registered Training School for
Allowance from the beginning :
month, 3rd year $10 per month

one year High Sc

APPLY

Nurses,
1st year
Separate home for
hool or its equivalent
school is ready to go into any field of nursing.

SISTER SUPERINTENDENT.

The Emergency Hospital of the Sisters
of Charity, Buffalo, N. Y.

hour service.
) per month, 2nd year $8 per
nurses. Requirements,
The Student graduating from this

year course,

I

New Buildings,
Gymnasium in Canada.

COMFORTABLE
SPECIAL
FOR

with Latest Hygienic Equipments.
Running Track, Swimming Fool
FIRST- CLASS BOARD
SLEEPING
ATTENTION GIVEN TO STUDENTS PREPA
MATRICULATION EXAMINATIONS

St. Jerome’s College

KITCHENER, ONTARIO

Excellent Commercial,- High School
| and College Departments

The Largest
Shower Baths,
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