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•ration in Honor of Restored
Hierarchy.

Westminster Cathedral will, at the 
0Dd of June, be the scene of a two­
fold celebration; oz> the 26th it will

Archpriest, appointed on his death 
William Bishop, Bishop of Chalce- 
don, and Vicar-Apostôlic of England 
and Scotland. On the 12th of Ja­
nuary, 1668, a-decree issuing from

be solemnly consecrated to the ser- the Propaganda erected three
vice of God for everi and on 
day following the Archbishop, 
oresence of all the Bishops of

dition&l Vicars-Apostolic to assist 
Dr. Leyburn in the government of 
Boland. These Vicars-Apostolic

Province, will sing Mass in thanks- were men of the episcopal order, 
giving for that consecration and for having delegated authority in Eng- 
tfae restoration of the Hierarchy, land but deriving their titles from 
which took place on September 29, ancient sees in the East; the mere 
sixty yeorsi ago. The golden Jubilee vicars or delegates of the Pope, 
of the restoration to England and who, since the old succession of 
Wales of Bishops in communion with bishops had ceased, became of neces- 
the Holy See was marked, ten years sity the immediate ecclesiastical su- 
ago, by the singing of a "Te Deum” perior of the Catholics of England, 
in our churches, but no unitpd na- The Vicars had no inherent authori- 
tional celebration was then possible ty; they were removable at will, 
owing to the incomplete state of had no. corporate organization, 
the Metropolitan Cathedral. But local superior, no power of action 
now, with the Cathedral available by united synod, and were depend- 
Iot public worship and consecrated end dn Rome, not only for their au­
to God, it is both possible and right thority, but for the very rules by 
that the Diamond Jubilee of there- j which they governed their churches 
gtoration of the Hierarchy should and clergy.
be commemorated in a manner be-| England at this time was divided 
fitting an event of such high^ im- under the four vicarites as follows:

The London District embraced 
Kent, Middlesex, Essex, Sussex, Sur-

portance in the history of English 
Catholicism, and productive of so 
many benefits to our religious life. 
The two events are bound ‘ closely 
together, the one being linked to 
the other by the relation between 
cause and effeqt. If we had had no 
Hierarchy we should have had no

rey, Hampshire, Berkshire, Bedford­
shire, Buckinghamshire, Hertford­
shire, the Isle of Wight and the 
Channel Islands.

The Midland District included Ox­
fordshire, Warwickshire, Worcester-

Cathedral to bo consecrated; and the shirV] Shropshire, Staffordshire, Dor 
consecration of that glorious bu.ld- byshire. Nottinghamshire, Lincoln- 
jng is the complement and crown of Shire, Northamptonshire, Cambridge- 
the restoration which was achieved : ahir0i Norfolk Suffolk Huntingdon- 
sixty years ago. In it » have a , shire, Rutlandshire, Leicestershire, 
sign for all. to see of the progrees l The Northern District took in Che-
that has been made since Pope 'shire, Lancashire, Yorkshire,
Pius IX. gave bock to us English - -
Catholics the Bishops we had lost 
at the Reformation.
It seems well, therefore, that in

preparation for this great comme­
moration, and in order that we may 
enter into it with a proper appreci­
ation of its far-reaching significance 
we should go back upon the 
tory of the restoration of our hier­
archy to which so much of our re­
cent progress is due. And it is a

Nor­
thumberland, Cumberland, Westmore­
land, Durham and the Isle of Man.

The western District included Wilt­
shire, Cornwall, Somersetshire, Dor­
setshire, . Gloucestershire, Hereford­
shire and Wales,

Under this dispensation things 
i went on quietly until 1783, when 
1 The Catholic Committee was found­
ed for the furtherance of the Catho- 
lie cause, one of its expressed ob- 

. I jeets being "to aid and support mea-moving story. There were many d.f- ' flUrnfl to ?onstitute thc v!c La ,ok- 
ficulties to be overcome and suecep- , tolic with full r as ^dina-

«ri aPtPuf^Z!Aoootorice.” Petitions of various sorts 
allayed; "dth this obi«ct reached Home from
pursued the cause without faltering, , tjme to time ,n 1838 a et re_
a^inst “office‘’“to the authorities Pn'^ntatmn was made to the Holy
S'incitement W prejudice^ home Zt^T^e Te^p^
was taken. Yet when Rome final- , ,ic Cardinal Franzoni, Prc,^t of 
ly assented and issued the docu- thg Propaganda accordingly wrote 
ment effecting the restoraUon there ^ Bishop Grimths of [x),ldoni „nd 
was an outburst °f ‘eel'"K and pas- the matter was djSCueScd by the Vi­
sion *”re]ln F”8 ,. ' , th holv cars at their annual meeting held in
how deeply the aqtmn of the Holy Y(jrk jn June of that Th0 re_
See was misunderstood and how ; 6u,t of the dclibcrationB waB sent
much prejudice and b.gotry st ll ex- %o Romc jn a 8Prios of rT(>viKions_, 
isted ^mst “' The aRlba‘™b;the Stainta Provisoria-in which
marked, too, the popular ignorance , tho Bish approvod d petitioned

lhCh„TdeSro sit X-"* th? P0‘ntS: U) ,n"
creased powers by which the Vicars 
Apostolic might be raised to the 
state of Ordinaries; ( 2 ) The erec­
tion of Chapters for mutual advice 
and for the election of Bishops;. ( 3 ) 
The appointment of Vicars-Gencrai, 
missionary rectors, etc.. The epi­
thet of "provisional” attached to 
the statutes was intended by the 
Bishops to show that the suggested

episcopal sees whose holders sat in 
the House of Peers as Lords of Par- j 
Raiment. |

The restoration of Bishops in the : 
middle of the nineteenth century was 
the act of the same authority as the 
first creation which first gave Bi­
shops to England at the close of 
the sixth. Pius IX. did but restore ' 
the Hierarchy of Bishops in com- j_____ __
munion with the Holy See which his arrang,cmcn,ts were only temporary 
predecessor Pope St. Gregory the j jn ^heir nature, and to act as a 
Great had created. After St. Au- | brjdge to a future hierarchy. Thc 
gustine, the apostle of our race, seCret leaked out, however. People 
liad been consecrated by Vergi ius ( that if the Statu ta were
Bishop of Arles, he rejeeivcd wi n a(j0pted the restoration would be in- 
the archiépiscopal pallium definitely postponed; and so peti-
Rome authority to consecrate other ^ions again flowed in for the con- 
Bishpps, and a plan for the future 8ytution of a hfierarchy. However, 
organization of the Church in t*118 • ^^hing more was done by Rome 
country. According to this, there ; at time except to increase the 
was to be an archiépiscopal 8Ce at number of Vicars-Apostolic from

four to eight. Under this new 
rangement England was distributed 
as follows:

1. The London District, which in-

London and at York, with twelve 
suffragan sees dependent upon each.
The plan was carried out partly by 
St. Augustine, and partly by Arch­
bishop Theodore with certain modi- duded Middlesex, Hertfordshire, Es- 
fications, Which included Canterbury ^ Berkshire, Hampshire, Surrey, 
remaining the metropolitan see in ; Susaex Kent the Isle of Wight and 
the South,, and a long delay in the j tfae Channel islands. #

2. The Western District embracedgranting of the pallium to the 
of York. Many changes occurred in | 
the disposition of the sees, -which 
never realized the number opntem- 
plated by Pope Gregory; but from 
the close of the eleventh century 
down to the reign of Henry VIII. 
things were left pretty much os-they 
were. Henrÿ’a derogation of head­
ship over the English Church 
brought about an inevitable breach 

- plie See, which, re­
paired for a short time under Queen

atlotTof the Royal 

time the ieeuo ,
i full significance of 

■ ' The Bishops,
' ' at>

the

louccrstershire, Wiltshire, Somer- 
betshire, Dorsetshire, Devonshire, 
Cornwall, and the Scilly Isles.

3. The Eastern District took in 
Lincolnshire, Rutlandshire, Hunting­
donshire, Northamptonshire, Cam­
bridgeshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, Bed­
fordshire, and Buckinghamshire.

4. The Midland District was made 
up of Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Staffordshire, Leicestershire, War­
wickshire, Worcestershire, Oxford­
shire, Shropshire.

5. Wales and Monmouthshire.
6. The Lancashire District includ­

ed Lancashire, Cheshire, and the 
Isle of Man.

7. Yorkshire.
Northern District contained 
" " * Westmorland, Cmn-

nt for a hierarchy 
fcly afoot to beset 

; increase in the ntim-
Apostol

•us seven days'
in the /lyjpnrU'

was felt that Borne- 
at last be done unless 

’of religion was to be en­
dangered. The number of Catholics 
was increasing by immigration from 
Ireland and by an influx of converts 
from the Established Church; Bishop 
Challoner’s prophecy of “a new peo­
ple” was in course of fulfilment. 
Meanwhile, unfavorable representa­
tions were being made in Rome 
against the English clergy by for­
eigners who did not understand the 
country, and complaints and appeals 
against the Vicars-Apostolic were so 
frequent that their position was be­
coming one of increasing and almost 
unbearable difficulty. The meeting 
resulted in the dispatch of two of 
the Vicars-Apostolic to Rome—Bi­
shops Wiseman and Sharpies, Coad­
jutor of the Lancashire district—to 
explain the exact position of affairs 
and to urge the re-establishment of 
Bishops-in-Ordinary as the only ef­
fectual means of restoring good or­
der and meeting the growing needs 
of the day. This application to 
Rome may be regarded as the first 
real negotiation for a restored Hier­
archy, the urgent necessity for 
which was strongly put in a memo­
rial drawn up by Dr. Wiseman, who 
was then Coadjutor to Bishop Walsh 
of the Central District, and present­
ed to the Holy See in July, 1847.<

In this document Wiseman point­
ed out that English Catholics were 
governed under the system laid down 
in the constitution issued by Pope 
Benedict XIV. in 1753, which had 
been rendered obsolete by the course 
of events. It proceeded on the sup­
position ( 1 ) that English Catholics 
were under penal laws and enjoyed 
no liberty of conscience; ( 2 ) that 
their colleges were abroad; ( 3) thdt 
there were no religious houses ih 
England; and ( 4 ) that there were no 
parochial churches but only private 
chapels, served by the chaplains of 
noblemen, to which, the faithful were 
admitted as a privilege. With the 
repeal pf the penal laws, the return 
of our colleges, thc- opening of reli­
gious houses and the rapid increase 
of the Catholic population, the old 
Constitution was now worse than 
useless; instead of being a direction 
or a hfclp it was a clog and an em­
barrassment. Then the status of 
the Vicars-Apostolic was not such 
as to enable them to rule effectively; 
they had no power to legislate for 
local wants by corporate action; 
they were, as their name •implied, 
mere Vicars. Their clergy, too, 
were naturally aggrieved that they 
had no voice in the nomination of 
their religious superiors and no re­
gulations to settle on as satisfac­
tory footing the mutual relations of 
authority and obedience. Again, it 
was surely of some importance that 
with a stream of conversions actual­
ly flowing, there should be no 
ground for the taunt that, as Ca­
tholics in England were without Bi­
shops, the Apostolic succession lay 
clearly with the prelates of the Es­
tablished Church.

These and similar agrumonts car­
ried the day in spite of certain dif­
ficulties which surrounded the re­
establishment of the Hierarchy, such 
as the question of finding suitable 
men, their suitable maintenance as 
Bishops, their titles, and the danger 
of arousing local prejudice and clash­
ing with English law. Not only 
were Mgr. Palma and Mgr.. Barnabo 
both satisfied with Wiseman's ans­
wer to the charges of want of zeal 
which had been made against the 
Vicars-Apostolic, but it was clear 
to them that the time had come 
for the obsolete regulations of Bene­
dict XIV. to be suspended. At first 

new Constitution seems to have 
commended Stself to the Roman re­
presentatives, but to this Wiseman 
objected as a mere provisional ar­
rangement which would be as trour 
blesome as a restoration of the Hier­
archy without supplying an effective 
remedy to the situation. Jn this 
view he was supported by his bro­
ther Vicars at home, and at -last 
Mgr. Barnabo said: "You will al­
ways have these troubles and diffi­
culties until you obtain a Hierarchy. 
Ask for one and I will support your 
petition,”

Acting on this plain-spoken decla­
ration, so fully in consonance with 
their own desires, Wiseman drew 
up a petition for the re-establish­
ment of the Hierarchy and present­
ed it to Pope Pius IX., who express­
ed himself in its favor. Among the 
objections which were, according to 
custom, raised against the granting 
of the petition was Cardinal Acton's 
view that a Hierarchy might ren­
der English Catholics less .loyal to 
the Holy See. This, however, was 
triumphantly disposed of by the two 
Bishops, who pointed out that the 
English was the only nation which 
had given martyrs, many and illus­
trious, for the rights and supremacy 
of the Holy See. But just when 
things 'seemed to be pronging a 
speedy and favorable conclusion 
troubles arose in Italy which caused 
Wiseman to be sent by the Pope on 
a diplomatic mission to ,the British 
Government which resulted in the 
sending Lord Minto as British pleni­
potentiary to the Italian States. 
Shortly after Wiseman's return hoipe 
Bishop Griffiths dic'd and thç vacan­
cy was filled by Wiseman’s nomina­
tion os Pro-Vicar-Apostolic of the 
London <ystrict. This seemed as if 
the matter of the IBierarchy wen? in­
definitely

>ed by ,
a letter was 
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peal pending. Dr. Ullathorne was 
accordingly sent to iconic as the re­
presentative of his brother prelates, 

un his arrival in the Eternal Lity 
he found that the delay in the re­
storation of the Hierarchy was due 
to the difficulty-of selecting an Arch­
bishop, and that a Congregation had 
been appointed to settle the ques­
tion. provided a plan should be 
forthcoming for filling up the va­
cant vicariates. Dr. Ullathorne sug­
gested the translation of Dr. Walsh 
n om the Midland District to that of 
London with Wiseman as his co­
adjutor. This enabled a favorable de­
cision to be arrived at when the 
Congregation of Cardinals met in 
.June, when it was determined, again 
on Dr. Ullathorne's suggestion, to 
take most of .the new titles from po­
pulous towns which were not al­
ready Anglican sees, so as to avoid 
any qoufUct with English law by 
keeping within the restrictions laid 
down by the Act of Emancipation, 
for Which, in 1845, Lord John Rus­
sell had declared that he could con­
ceive no good ground. In July all 
was finally approved and settled 
with the exception of the names of 
the sees, upon which the Cardinals 
desfired to consult the personal feel­
ings of each bishop. For this . pur­
pose Dr. Ullathorne returned home, 
and meanwhile the decree was pre­
pared, with spaces left for the titles. 
These negotiations were matter of 
public knowledge in England; but 
far from any offence being taken, 
Lord John Russell declared in Par­
liament against the foolishness of 
taking measures to prevent the pope 
from communicating with Catholics 
in England.

Again, however, the accomplish­
ment of the measure was delayed by 
I>oIitical troubles in Italy, which 
compelled the Pope to fly to Ge.eta, 
Rome being in the hands of the re­
volutionaries. On thc restoration of 
order in April, 1850, Pius IX. re­
turned to Rome, and in the late sum­
mer the Cardinals concerned pre­
sented a unanimous petition for the 
issue of the Brief. But now at the 
last moment another difficulty pre­
sented itself. Dr. Walsh, ^yicar- 
Apostolic of the London district, 
had died in February, 1849, and 
the Pope had determined to make 
Wiseman a Cardinal, which would 
necessitate his residence permanently 
in Rome. The removal of a man 
of such eminence and influence seem­
ed nothing short of disastrous to 
those at home, and strong represen­
tations were accordingly made to

Some Curious Facts.

A curious barometer used in Ger­
many and Switzerland consists of a 
pan of water with a frog and a 
little stepladder in it. When the 
frog cpmes out of the water and 
sits on the steps it is said infallib­
ly to foretell rain.

Japan lias an avenue of trees fif­
ty miles in length. The trees are 
the cryptomcra. and every one is a 
perfect specimen, quite straight, 
from 130 to 150 feet in height and 
twelve to fifteen feet in circumfer­
ence. The avenue extends from the 
town oj; Namaada to Nikko.

In the Sandwich islands widows 
have their departed husbands’ names 
tattoed on their tongues.

In Germany a prisoner is acquitted 
on a tie vote by the jury. A vote 
of seven to five leaves the decision 
with the court, while a voie of 
eight to four means conviction.

In Abyssinia it is considered a 
crime to smoke. The law forbidding 
tobacco was at first intended to 
prevent priests from smoking in 
church; but it was taken too liter* 
ally and nowadays even foreigners 
have to be careful not to be 'seen 
smoking.

Of. all the peoples of Europe the 
French have the fewest children and 
the Irish the " most. The average 
French family numbers 8.3 ‘ persons, 
and the average Irish family 5.2. 
In England the average is 4.8. The 
Spanish and Russians closely oj>- 
proach the Irish. In contrast to 
the French in Euro|x>, the French 
in Canada arc the most prolific race 
in Christendom.

‘ In three years the progeny of a 
pair of rats number 1000.

Whistling will do much towards 
the development of a robust physical 
frame.

Russia leads the world in planting 
forests, America ’ in devastating

The decrease in the world's ship­
ping by wreck and breaking up ave­
rage 725,000 tons yearly.

A bird’s wing is, in proportion to 
its owner’s weight, twenty times as 
strong as a man's arm.

Wedding rings were worn by both 
Jews and Romans at dates long 
prior to the Christian era.

The blood thrown out by the 
heart travels seven miles in an 
hour, or 4,292.000 miles in a life­
time of seventy years.

The Paris Academy of Medicirio of­
fers a prize every year for the dis­
covery of an absolute cure for tu­
berculosis. So far, none have won 
it.

The porters of Constantinople are 
said to be the strongest men m the 
world, and after them the Chilian 
miners and the bearers of northern 
China.

China and .Tapan produce 12,500 
tons of silk annually; but about 60' 
per cent, of this is retained for home
use.
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The Priest’s Influence.

"the life of a goodl man is a bene­
diction, enduring from generation to 
generation, and extending its in­
fluence throughout all time into 
eternity. The influence endures; af­
fectionate 'regard is different. The 
measure of affection ie not necessa­
rily the good one has done. The 
position may be so exalted that 
people may be too far removed for 
the awakening of tender sentiments. 
"The king is dead, long live the 
king!” This in the shout of the 
multitude and a nation is moved. 
The Pope dies and the world is 
awed. The priest dies and a con­
gregation weeps, because he was 
near to it. The king may have 
doue good, but he was not known 
by his subjects. The Pope undoubt­
edly has done immense good, but his 
high position removes him from 
multitude, and between bfrn ,
them there is 
the priest
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them in their most tender and ear 
cred relations. He welcomes the 
children at the baptismal font, later 
he instructs them, and still later# be 
joins their hands in marriage, bles- 
*ng'them as they go out to the for» 
mation of new families and Chris»» v
tian homes. In sorrow, he-----
soles; in gladness, he rejoices, 
visits the sick, buries tiré dead, 
feeds the children of his flock 
the Bread of Life. He raises 
them his anointed hand as 
nounces the words of pardon, 
all he stands at the altar as 
intercessor. In bumble awe, 
kneel about as the Sacrifice 
vary is commemorated, sad 
mortal, he here is 
ttecoïnée for them 
Is it not natural, therefore, 
he dies that they should 
has been their father, fi 
soler,' intercessor. How 
away from them and
unmoved? ïfo

,;hbont;hi'f|


